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t HE 

H: i S T O R Y 

OF 

CHARLES XIL 

King of S W E D E 


BOOK YL 

The C O N T ENTS, 

Intngiies at Porte. The Kam of TARTAnt* 
and the Bafna of Bsndbs. eacieavour to force 
Charles to depart. He defends himfclf, with 
forty domeiiics againll the whole ^irmy, Hei 
is tskeos and treated as a p'rifoner* 

HE fortune of the king of Sweden, now 
^ fo different from what it had formerly 
been, harraffed him even in the moft tri- 
lling drcumfiances. On bis return, he found hfs 
little camp at Bender, and all his apaitnicnt over- 
Howed by the waters of the.Neiiter, He rethed- 
to the ^diitance of a few miles, near the village of 
Yarnitza 5 and, as if he had had a focrct forehading 
what was to befall him, he there built a large 
, B boufe 
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■boiife of frore, on occafion, to ftiftain aii 

afiliiilr far a few hours. He even fornifted it in 
a m cl if cent manner, contrary to Ills ufual cof^ 
tom, in order the more etreelnafy to atfrad the 
ref'^efl of the Turks, 

He likevufe built tv. o other houfes, one for his 
chancery, and the ether for his fivounte Gro« 
thufen, who kept a table at the hire’s e:rpencec 
While Charles was thus employed in near 

Bender, as if he had been always to remain in 
Turky, BaUagiMehciinet, dreadiny more than ever 
the intrigues and ccmplcints of this prirc;- atlhc 
Forte, had fent the reiident of tho emperor of 
Germany hito "i'^iennn to demand a frc?e palilige 
for the king of Sweden threngh the hereditary 
dominions of the houle cf Aufiria, The envovg 
in the fpace of three vreeks, brought bsd: a pro- 
inhe fl'om the imperial regency, iirpordng that 
they would pay Charles XIL all due hoaciirs, and 
ccodufl him fafely into Pomerania, 

Application was made to the regency cf Vi« 
cnn?., becaule Charles, the emperor^of Germnr.yp 
who Irad fucceeded Jofepb, was then 1:1 Spain 
diiputing the crown cf that kingdom with Philip 
V. V(^hile the German envoy was e/:eci.;ting this 
com million at Vienna, the grand v’kcer :h:nr three 
hailias to acquaint the king of Svy-edenj that he 
Kiuli: quit the Turkiili dominions. 

The king, being previoufjy apprized of the or- 
ders With which they were charged* can fed inti- 
mation to be given them, that if they prefumed 
to make him any propofals contrary to his honoarg 
or to tl-e refpeft that was due to his diaratfler, he 
would forthwith have them all firung 'cp on a 
gallows. The bailia of Theiralonica, who de- 
livered the meilagej qiiguilbd the harflmels of th© 

iom- 
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i?.nder the oioft rc-fpcdlful terms* 
Charles put a si end to the audience, vvilhoi;?: 
dergni^o- to give them an anlwer. His chsn- 
■cellor, Mullern, who fraid with the three bafrias^ 
LrieHy'^ c:;ph.h:ed to them his Hjalier’s refufiii, 
^■whicli indeed they had fhmciently underltcod by 
Ills profound nlcnce. . 

The’ grand vinier was 2=0? to be diverted fi-oni 
■his pnr;.- jT I he ordered lAvuel listha, the new 
ierafquier of Bender, to threaten the king wirh 
the liikaii’s indignatioi?^ if he did 'not iminedi- 
■ately come to a refi^IuLon. This ferafquier w«s 
■•a tnoti cif a mild temper and ergagzng addrcis, 
'which had gained him the gC'.;d will of CharleSj 
and the fiieiuuhip cf ah the Gv/edes. I'ho king 
-entered into a cenrersnee oiih iuni ; but it was 
'Only to tell hiroj that he Vvcald not depart till 
Acbmerhad granted him two favours 5 thepuniOi- 
■rr.ent of his grand vl-nier, and an hundred thou- 
iand men to con duel inm back ro Poland. 

Baltagi h'lehemer was Cnnble rhiit Charles re- 
-■naince in only to vui.i him. He there- 

fore rook care to place g'-nirds in ail the reads 
'from Beiidcr to CondentiriOple. to intercept the 
^ kingfs letters. Ke did more ; he retreiiclicd his , 

Thai'mp’ thet is to shy. the providon which the 
Perte cilloivs thofe princes to whom fhe grams an 
afylufVh That of the king of Sweden was im- 
rnenfej ccnnhlng of five Inmdrcd crowns s-d:jr- 
in mcneV: nnd a prefuhen cf every thing necef- 
fary to maisitain a court in fplendor and af- 
fiimice. 

As fbon as the king was informed that the vj- 
',2:ier had prcftimcd to retrench his sllowance, he-- 
turned to the fteward of hu houHioId and taidj 
B s; Hi- 
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Hklierto you have only had two tableSj, I com- 
iTjand you to have four for the fatore^’^_ 

The omcers of Charles XIL had been ufed to 
find nothing impoffible which their xnafrer or- 
dered ; at prefent, however, they had neither 
money nor provifions. They were forced to 
borrow at twenty, thirty, and forty per cent, of 
the officers, domelticks; and jan::Iaries, who were 
grown rich by the king’s profiidcn. M. .Fabric 
cius, the envoy of Kolftein, Jeffreys, the Enghfh 
xniniifer, and their iecreiaries and fdend?, gavg 
all that they had. The king, with hh ufiial Hate-* 
linen:, and without any concern about the morrow, 
lived on thefe prcfents, which could not have fuf- 
iiced him long. It was neceflary to elude the 
vigilance the guards, and to fend privately to 
Co nil: an tin ople to borrow money of the European 
merchants. But every body refufed to lend a 
king who Teemed to have put himfclf out of a 
condition of ever being able to repay them. One 
Engiifli merchant alone^ called Cook, ventured to 
lend him about fort)' thou fund cro^wns, content 
to lofe that fiiin if the king of Sw^ecleo ihould 
happen to die. This money was brought to the 
king’s little camp, jufl as they began to be in 
tvant of every thing, and even to give over all 
hopes of any farther relief. 

Doling this interval, M. FoniatowUcy wrotCj, 
even from the camp of the grand vizier, an ac- 
count of the campaign at Pi'll th, in which lie ac- 
cufed Eaitagi Mehemet of perfidy and cowardice* 
An old janiilary, provoked at the vizier’s weak- 
ne/s, aivd gained moreover by Poniatowiky’s 
libendiirv, undertook the celivery of the letter; 
and having obtained leave, preiented it with his 
own hand to the fultan, 

A few’ 
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A few days after, Poniatawfky left the camp^ 
and repaired to the Forte to form cabals, as 
iifiia], a^ainft the grand visier. 

Every thing favoured his projefl. The czarj, 
being r:p\v at liberty, v/as in no liafte to pverftrra 
Ills engagements. The keys of Azoph were i-oi: 
yet come : the grand vizier Wiis aiiAvvrablc for 
them, and juftly dreading the indigna'lon cF Ins 
inafter, diiril not venture to appear ia. his pse- 
fence. 

At that time the feraglio was filed more- rh:!:i 
ever widi intrigues and ftcUons, Theu: cabals, 
which prevail in all courts, and which in. ours 
commonly end in the dilhvlfion, or, at nvu'i’: hi. 
the banithment of the rniniAer, never fiil at Con- 
ftantiiiople to cccaficn the lofs of more than one 
head. The prefent plot proved fatal to tlie old 
vizier Cliourloulij and to Cfman, the lieutenant 
of Baltagi Mehemet, who had been tlio principaF’ 
^authorof the peace of Pruth, and had afterwards 
•obtained a con fider able p oft at the Porte, Among 
.Ofman’s treafures was found the Czarinafs rlnsu 

(X ' ' m ■ ^ ^ ^ 

and twenty tnoufand pieces of golcij, of Saxon and 
Euiliaa coin | a plain proof that money alone 
had extricated the czar frcin his dangeroas fitu- 
ation, and ruined the fortunes of Charles. The 
vizier lialtagi Meheniet was bariiihed to the iOe 
of Lemnos, where he died three j^ears after, The 
fultari did not feize his eftedls, either at his ba- 
rn. Hi meat or his death. He^was far from being 
rich ; and his poverty was a fuSicient viiidicatioa 
of his characlen 

This grand vizier was facceeded by JutTiif, or 
Jofepb, iviiofe foitune was as fingiilar as, that, of 
his pr^fdecefibrs. Born on the frontiers of Muf- 
covy^ and taken prifoner at fix years of age, with 
" ^ B 5 ; hk 
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his fai'nily, he had been ibid to a 11:* 

\vas lon^ 2 in the and at Lift be- 

ea;re ?hj :bcf..n:l piri>;n in the enipire rhcre he 
had been a have 5 in:; he e-as on!y the ilKufo^v of 
.: ;:her. The ycang ieiiflar/Ali Coiiiaourgb 

railed him to ihat hipjary poh. in hopes of one 
day iililng it •liniAhj and Jnfhih, his create j'C;. 
I.ail nothh^g to do but to let the (eals of the eoi«. 

hilvbsofthc ohlc.r:':! ccnrt tbc: .0;. i to tinde-go 
a tor.-; alterahon. The era. h ^denipol^LnlT 
Vrho reild^jd at Conflnminoplcj cither niiniuers. 
or hu\l:.r;..Cy were treated v^dth greater dvihiy thati. 
ever, h he grand vizier connrmcd with them the 
pence of Pfuvh : but what mortified the hing of‘ 
Sweden more than all the reH: was, to hear that 
the fvL'crel: alliance, rnade with the C2ar at Con. 
ilantinop-c, was b:*.o:.]i>ht about bv the mediation 
of the Engiifli and Dutch aaAailador?, 

Conffiintinople, iroiVi the time of Charleses re-, 
treat to Pender, v/a.s become Rome htirh 

ofen been, the center of the negociations of 
idiriltendom. Couni; Dcfileu-rs, the French am.-' 
baliador at the Porte, Ripported the inierePs of 
Charles and Sranillatis : the emperor of Gcr- 
iv>vjiy's- iL,liil(iCV opc'olbd them ; and the fnirion.; 
cf Swcdtri and Muibovy chihed, as thofe of 
France and Spain have long doiie at the court of 
Homs. 

Erighnd and Holland fcenied to be neuter, 
blit were Jict- fo in reality. The new trade 
%vhich the czar had opciicd at PeterfDurg at- 
traflfid the attention of thefe two coitirp.ercIai 
nations^. , 


Th'^. 
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The En^l'fh and the Dutch will always il-ic 
with that prince who Ihvciirs iheir tri^dc &x iuoft : 
there w^re many £dva:■i:s^::^ to ho derived rrom a 
connevfdbn with the czar ; 'and thcroh^re it k no 
w'ondcr.^that the tniulllera of England and Hoi- 
'land inoidd lei-ve hhn privately at the Porte. One 
of the coiiditiosis of this new alliance vraSs that 
Charles Utoold be iinmediardy obliged to qidr 
the Tiiikiili dominienSs whether it was that the 
c:var hoped to feize him on the reads or that ho 
thought him ;efs fbr;rh!ab!e in hii own hingdoni 
than in Tnri..y,. where he was always on the point: 
of arming the C'Lomai: troops agchdr the Rudiaii 
empire. 

Charles wrs pcrpehmlly ndlicidrg the Porte to 
fend him back tlirongh Polapid with a numerous 
larmy. " The dlran was r^lblred to fend him back 
a :r;nplc guard of feven. or eight thoufand 
men^ not as a king whom they ineant to aflifr, 
but as a g'jelr of whom they wanred to get rid. 
S'or this purpoib the fuhan Achmer, wrote him 
the foIiowir]<> letter. 

‘ j) 

Hef: powerful among the kings that adore 
JeH-JSs radrcTm cf wrongs injuries in the ports 
znd repubiicks cF tV.e coud* and North, fliining 
in majefry, lover of honour and gloiy, and of our 
fiihiiine Porie, Charles, king of Sweden, whofb 
enrerprlzes may God crov/ii whh tucceO. 

As icon as the molr ilhdh-ious Achmet, for- 
merly Chiccuv PaclK, have the honour to 


^ We could wifn this cbfervation was true; -but of tho 
contrary we are feelingly conviriCed. The Englifa havft 
fiQ commerce with tviufeovy, but Uicii as is prejudicial to 
true latered of their country. 
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deliver you this letter, adorned with out impedal 
feal, be perfbaded and convinced of the tiudx of 
our intentions therein contained^ viz. that tliough 
^!vc had prcpoied once more to march ohr ever- 
army agninft the czar; yet that princep 
io order- to avoid the juft reientment whichhvc had 
concelred at hi-s delaying to cxeciite the treaty 
cci-ciiided on the banks of the Frothy and after- 
'wards renewed, at our fublime Porte, haring fur- 
rendered into our hands the cafile and city of 
-Azoph, and endeavoured by the mediation of the 
EngTifi and Dutch ambailiidors, our ancient al- 
lies, to cultivate a iaiting peace with up, we have 
granted his requefl, and delivered to his pienipo- 
tentiaries, who remciri with us as hoflages, cur 
imperial ratification, after having received his rroni 
their hands. 

Wc have given to the mcfl: honourable and 
valiant Delvet Gherai, kani of Budziack, Crim 
TartarVj Nagay, and Circadla, and to our 
ihge counfeiior and noble ferafcpiier of P:ude,\ 
Ifiinu:], (whom Gcd preferve and Iricrea-h their 
magnificence and wlfdoiTi.) cur invioJr.ble and fa- 
lutiiry orders for your return through Peknd, ac- 
cording to your ilrfl: inrentibiij v;hic:i 
been reprefented to us in your iiome. You rm-sO. 
therefbre, prepare to fst cut ncr.t winter under the 
pfotedion cf providence^ and witij an iioriouralyle 
guard, in order to return to ycur own t;::”; itc- ies, 
taking care to pals through ihofe of Foiaiid in a 
friendly manner. 

Whatever is necelTary for your journey fliall 
be farnilh'.ed you by my fuh.lime Porte, as well in 
money as in men, horles, and waggons. Above 
ail things, we advife and exhort you to giy*e the 
snoif d'itinct and ezprels orders to all the Sv/edes/ 

. . mi 
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and other perfons in your retinue, to commit no 
outrage, nor to be guslty of any adion that may 
tend either diredly or indifcdly , to break this 
peace and alliance. 

By, thefe means you v/ill preferve our goo cl- 
VilL of'which we iliall endeavour to give you as* 
^rreat and as frequent proofs as we fnall ha^-e op- 
■^onunities. The troops defigned to attend you 
ihall receive orders agreeable to our imperial 
intentions.’* 

Given at our fubllrne Porte of Confrantinople, 
the fourteenth of the moon Rcbyul Eurcch, 
12x4, v/r.ich anEvers to the nineteenth of 
April j 1712, 

This letter did' not deprive the king of Sweden 
of all hopes. He wrote to the fultan, that he 
Ij'.o'.fid ever retain a grateful remembrance of the 
favours his highnefs had beftowed upon him ; 
but that be bclh-vcd the fultan was too jr.ft to 
fend him back vvith the finiple guard of a dying 
camp into 1? country that iliU ilvarmed with the 
czar^s troops. And indeed the emperor of Rofl. 
fja, notwithflanding the nrff article of- the treaty 
ofpruth, by which he was obliged to withdraw 
all bis troops from Poland, !:ad fent frefli ones? 
into thatklngdcm^ and it is f:!inewhat furprifing 
that the grand iigiiior Ihciild be ignorant of this 
particular. . ■ 

The bad policy of the Porte, in being fo much 
guided by the mohves of vanity as to allow Chri- 
itian prin-ces to have ambaiiadors at Conitanti- 
jvople, wirheut ever fending a fmgle agent to any 
court, gives the latte** an opportLiriify 
cf dheovering, and iometimes of dir;iiing the- 
* • . , 3 j rnoi'l: 
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bioH: fee ret rell^Iutions of the faltaiij and.J'?:.p.T 
the divan in a profound ignorance of 'vv’iiir 
in the Chril^ian world. f 

The iiiiran, fhut in his feraglio among h:^ 
TV'onien and eunuchSj can. only fee t"he eyes 
of jih grand vizier. That minifterj as inaocef- 
ilble as- his rnaAer, h;s time wholly er.grofled with: 
the intrigues of his feraglio, and having no fo-- 
lorgn'ccrrerpendence, is commonly deceived hi ii]« 
Tlf or e:fj deceives the fulfan, r;ho depoft-s or- 
caulcs him to be firangled for the Hrf: ofmnee, 
>n order ro cliufe another ndniucr as ignorant or- 
ns porndious, who behaves like his predeceilbrs^. 
and ibon fhares ihc fame fate. 


So great, for the part, is the inaRiviiv- 

fipinc negligence of this ccort, that were the 
Chriihan prliices to comldno ag:u:";;r it,„ their' 
iieets miglu be at the Dirviancllcs, and tiieir In^id 
f:;ji'ce3 at the gates of Adriaimple, befrre the- 
Turks vicnld think of taking any mcaujres for 
their defence j but their jarring inrered-, d- rnaf; 
ever divide the Chriffian wmld, wilk rreferve d'e 
Turks f^’om a ikre lo which they ibem at picAnt 
^^xpofedy by their want of policy, and by ihclr 
ignorance of the art of war, bcih by lea and 
land. 


So little was Achmet neouainted with wlmt paf- 
fed in Poland, that he lent an nga to enquire whe- 
ther, in realiiy, the czars troops were iHu in thM 


country. The ngn \vss accomrianied hy m- 
cretnries cf tiie king of Svredon, who uudevlloi’J 
the 'rurkim ]angM:;}ge, and were to Ihrve as cl-, 
dences againit him, in cafe he Ihculd give in a 
ihiie report. 

The ag:i WV7 the RuTan nrres with his o" n 





•rmci! 


of ;:v 


ever'' 
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Lch-rrirty f.re*.! \vith indignation, wns going to 
ib'ang-c tho grand vizier ; bar the fiivourite, who 
''irnre^vcd hin-, and vvho thofi^ht he HiOLild have 
farther occafion for him, oltaiiicd ]ih pardon, and 
fappor^ted him feme time longer in the miniliry. 

The cauie of the RoulaiiS was openly elpouied 
l>y the visier, and frcrtt-y favoured by All Cou- 
laourgi, who had changed Tides, But the fuitaii 
was fb provohed, the Inn-athion of the 
ib nianifcif, and the janiifarles, who often make 
the miniiier^, the fb-wnritea. and even the njuans 
tremble, called out for v/ar To rmich im- 
portunity, that no one in lbs Aruglic durit oifer 
a more moderate propofi!. 

The grand feignior immediately committed tO' 
the Seven To v\ riv theTuilian p^hO' 

were already as nmch ncjeAotucd to go to prlTni 
as to an au War was dvAar-jJ ;hre5!i againfr 

the czsTj d; ; hoifes vTls were difilayed, and or- 
xders were givcu to all toe buTias to auh-nbie iwi 
army of two bund;-.:*d ihou.bud men. The fhitaii 
Vmrdh!; fy:io;ed Conftc-nrirniplc, fixed hi^ court 
at AdrhviOi^A, that he mivdit be lb niucli the nearer 
to the ibrit of the war. 

Mean v/hile a folnmn embally, fei't to the 
grand Aigi.ioi byAuguniis and the ropublk of 
Poland, wwi upen the road to Adrianepie. T’hc 
pakiine of Madbvia ncs at the head of this cm- 
Isily, wi.h a ivLTue of above three himched per- 
forms. ' 

A!1 the mernbers of the c nbafiy v-'cre Aizod and 
immbbned in cm: rf die ibi'urba of die d(y. ' Ne- 
ver was the king of Swedenkj ]uiity more highly 
iiaiWivd d.;!;: 0/1 t;ik oera:)':-;; ; and yet di ce 
grta? preparations were rendered oboitivc, and all 
iieues VfSie 

If 
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If we may believe a public miniiler, a man of 
fiigacify and penetration, who then reiid’jd at 
ConiLantinople, young Coui-nor-rgl had a.-i-eady 
formed other clefigns than that of a de- 

fert country with the czar, by a war, the event of 
which mufr have been fo uncertain,. He hid re- 
folved.to flrip the Venetians of FelcponnefiiS:, 
mow called the Mores, and to make liimieif ma flier 
©f Hungary. 

Thefe grand projects he propof^.vi to carry into 
execution, as foon as he fnouid have attained the 
poll of prime vizier, from which he was ftili ex- 
cluded on account of his youth. In this viev it 
was more for his advantage to be the ally than the 
enemy of the czar. It was neither his lotereft 
%\ov his incHnation to keep the king of Sr.ederi 
siny longer ; and much lefs to arm the Tui-kiili 
empire in his favour. He net only refolved to 
•dirmifs that pri}>ce, but he openly declared that, 
dor the future, no Chriftian jTii:i2il‘er'''fjould b© 

■ allowed to reurde at Conitantinople ; that all the 
common ainbalfadors were, at bell', but honour- 
■:ible fpies, who cornipted. or betrayeef the vlzie:;.>‘, 
■and had too long hiiliienced the intrigues of the 
feraglio i. and that the Franks fettled at Fela and 
in the fea'ports cf the Levant, were merchant:?, 
who needed a Gonflil only, and not an ambaila- 
dor. The grand vizier, who owed bis poFt and 
even his life to the favourite, and who bcfzdes 
ftood greally in awe of him, complied wiili his 
iutentioiis -vith fo much the more alacrity, as he 
had fold himfelf to the RuffiariS, and hoped by 
this m-eaus to be revenged on the king of Sw'e- 
deo, who had endeavoured to ruin him. The 
a creature of Aii Cotunourgi, wnis llkov/ira 
an abfblure Have to his will. He had been a keen 
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««i?ocate for a war with Rulfis, when the favou» 
lite \\%s of that opinion ; but the moment Cou-- 
rnoiirgi changed his mind, he pronounced it to 
be unjuft* Thus the army was hardly aifernblei 
when they began to liften to propofals of peace* 
The vxe-chancellor, SbafHrof, and young Czere« 
sr.etof, the czar’s hoHages and plenipotentiaries 
at the Porre, promiled, &fter feverai negcciarion-:, 
that their malfer fiiou-d withdraw his troops from 
PolancL The grand vizier, who well knew that 
the czar vvouki never execute dds treaty, made 
no fcruple to %n it; and the fultan, latisfied 
with havings though only in appearance, impofei 
laws upon the Ruillans, continued itill at Adrian- 
ople. Thus, in lefs than fix months, peace was 
ratified with the czar, war declared, and peace. re- 
newed again. 

The chief article of all thefe treaties was to 
oblige the king of Sweden to depart. The fultan 
was uiv.vil.'ing to endanger bis own honour, and 
tkat of the Ottoman empire, by expofmgthe king 
to the risk of being taken by his enemies on the 
road. It ftipuiated that he fhould depart; 
but only OB condition that the ambaiTadors, of 
rolmid and Mulcovy lliould be refponfible for the 
fafety of his perfon. Accordingly thefe ambaffii- 
dprs fwore, ia name of their mafters, that neither 
the czar nor the king of Poland iliould moieit him 
in his jcuincy ; and Charles was to engage, oa 
his lido, that he would not attempt to exckeaay 
com motions in Poland. The divan having thus 
fettled the fitte of Charles, Jfmaei, ferafquler of 
Bender, repaired to Vernitza, where the king was 
encamped, and acquainted him with the refolu-^ 
of the Fortej. iafinuating to him with great 
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polii-enefs, that there was no Hme for anv longer 
delay, bat that he mufi: neceitanly depart* ^ 

Charles made no other anfwer than that 
the grand feig-dor had prorniicd him an arn-jy^ 
and not a guard ; and that hingj enght keep- 
their word* 

Mean while general FleirJng, the minifl'er 
■and favourite of AuguUrns, maintained a fecrel: 
correfpondence with the kam of Trrrary and the 
ferafqnier of Bender, La Mare, a Frei-ch io-enrle- 
man, a colonel in the fervice of Saxeny, had made 
leveral journies from Bender to Dreiden; and all 
thele journies were Brongly * 

At this very time, the king of Sweden caufed a 
courier, whom Fleming had fent to the Tari'a- 
rian prince, to be arrefted on the frorvHe-rs of W:a~ 
kchia. The letters were brought to and de- 
cyphered ; and from them it clearly a 
a correfpondence was carried on berw-cen the Tar- 
tars and 'the court -of .Tredien ; bat the letters- 
were conceived in fach ambiguous and gerrera! 
terms, that k was diSi cult to v, !ier 

the intention of Augafciis was ordy uo -dc : the 
Turks from the inLcrcH: of Sweden, crk'he ioernt 
that the kam thould deliver C-tarles to die 
as he condiiLicd him back to Fokr.d. 

Wo can hardly iningine that a 01 i;:-.:::; ih gene- 
rous as AugukuSj would, by the pui -hC' 

of the king of Sweden, endanger the ef Mj 

ambHliadors, and of three hiin(;red i'oijh 
men, who were detained at AdrianopT us pif.;.h;c3 
Ibr Cnarles's iafery. 

Btit it is well known, on the other hand, t-m: 
Fleming, the minkrer of Aayn’rnr, and who 
l^ad anabiblatc power over lus wuTer, n n..:n 

dtrVold 
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devoid of every. principle of virtue or honour. The 
injuries which the eleclor had received from tire 
iking (Jf Sweden nd^ht Icc-n U; encuie any kind of' 
revenge ; and it rnigl-.c be tbcuglit, thafj if the- 
court jf Dreiuen could buy Charles h’cm tbs kam 
of Tartary, they would find it he dr 5 ;ciilt matter 
to puichaie the liberty of the Poliia hoftages ar 
the Oitoman Porte. 

Thefe reafbns were carefh'ily canvaT;d by the 
k‘:'7, Iwuiierii bis privy cliaucclb:*, and Grethufjn 
hij favv.ushe. They read the Ictt.rs agrilu and: 
again ; and their unhappy condition making them 
more fufpidous, they reiblvcd to believe the 

A few days after the king was confirmed in hIS' 
u:TicIons by the fiidden departure cf count Sa« 
piebf*, who had taken refuge with him, and now 
left hhn abruptly, in order to go to PoLand to 
throw himlclf in;0 [ha arms cf Anguihis. Upoti' 
any other occafion he would have confidered Sa- 
plaba only as a maleconteni ; but in bis prelerib 
. 'delicate he at once concluded him to 

a traitor. Toe renrsted importanities wirb which 
he was preilcd to depart converted his lafjjicicns 
into certainty. The infle;dblc obAmacy of his 
temper co-operating with thefc circa mfianceSj,. 
confinned him in the opinion that they intended 
to betray him and drliver him up to his enemies^ 
though this plot hath never been fully proved. 

Perhaps he was miflaken in rupjiofing rhai: An- 
guRus bad made a bargain with the Tartars Ibr 
hisperfimj but iis innch more deceived la 
relying on the afii/lance cf (he Otreman couit^ 
Be, lb at as *1’ will, he rc/blved to gain tinie. - 
He told the baiha of Bender, that lie could no£ 

, cleoart lill be had received money to dLcbarge his. 

♦ '*■ t" t . . , 

OVOu:;. 
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debts; for though his thsim had for a long time 
been duly paid, his unbounded liberality h'.d al- 
ways obliged him to borrow. The baina shed 
him how much be wanted ? The king replied, at a 
venture, a thoufand purfes, amounting to fifteen 
hundred thoufand livres, full w/eight. The baf'ia 
acquainted thePorte with his requef*. The fultan^ 
inf ead of a thoufand purfes which Charles had re- 
quired, granted him tw^elve hundred, and wrote 
the baflia the fbllo^ying letter ; 

The Grand Seigiuor-s Letter to the Bafha of 
Bender. 

The delign of this imperial letter is to ac- 
quaint you, that upon your reprefentrition and 
requefi:, and upon that of the moil noble Delret 
Gherai Kam, to our fublime Porte, our imperial 
rnunifcence hath granted a thoufand purfes to 
the king of Sweden, w’hich iliall be fent to Bender 
tinder the care, and condudl of the mofl illiifrlcus 
Mehemet Balha, formerly Chiaoux Pachi, to re- 
maia in your cuilody till the depart'jrc of the 
king of Sy/eden, whofe Peps may God diredi, and 
then to be given him, together with tvvo huncrod 
purfes more, as an overpliis of cur Imperial libe-* 
rahty, above what he demands. 

With regard to the route of Poland, wlddi 
he is refxvcd to take, you and the karri, who are 
to attend him, Ijiall be careful to piiriue fucli wife 
and prudent meafiires, as may, daring the whole 
journey, preventthe troops under your comiDand, 
as well as thofe of the king of Sweden, irom com- 
mitting any outrage, or being giility of any aflion 
that may be deemed a vicladon of the peace W hich 
llili iiibilfts between our fiiblims Perte and tlic 

king:do:D' 
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kingdom and republic of Poland ; fo that the kin|; 
may pa|s in a friendly manner under our protec- 
tion* 

** By doing thlSj (v/hlch you mufl: es'preiTly re-« 
quire him to clo) he will receive from the Poles ail 
the honbur and refped that is due to his majeRyj 
as we have been alTured by the ambnfladors of 
Auguftus and the republic, who, on this condi- 
tion, have even offered themiekes, tegether with 
feveral others of the Poliih nobility, if required^ 
as hoftages for the lecnriiy of hi:? 

When the time which 5- on cad the tnoft I 

noble Del vet Gherai foall fix for the march-, f 

is come, you fnali put yoiivfclf at the head of your 
brave foldiers, among whom iliall be the Tartars^, 
headed by the kam, and you foaU conduft the ■ 

king of Sweden and his men* 

And may it pieafe the only God^ the A!-, 
mighty, to direcl: your fleps and theirs. The ba- 
fna of Aulos fnall continue at Bender with a regi- 
sFient of Spahis and another of janiffaries, to de- 
•fend it in' your abfeiice. And in followiogour im« 
periai ordontfand intention?, in all thefe points and 
articles, you will defervethecoDtiimance of our im* 
peria.l'favoiir, as well as the praife and recompeiice 
due to all thofo who obforve then?. 

Done at oor imperial refidence of ConfiaH'* 

tinople, the 2c! of the moon Cheval, 1214 | 

of the Hegira.” j 

While they were waiting for this anAver from , 
the grand feigiiior, Charles wrote to the Porte,. | 

complaining of the treachery of which be fufpec- , f 
ted the kam of Tartary to be guilty ; but all the 
pa&ges were well guarded, aud befides, the mi-^ I 
^ ^ ' nUhf I 

■ ■ - ' I 
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jiiiler was againfl him, io (hat hh letters ne^es?^ 
reached the fl/Itan. S-iv. the vizier woidJ not 
allow M, De/kieurs to c-arie to .hdrianj •■■•■:/ where 
Ihe Ferre then was, left that who was 

an agent cf the kh:.^ of Sweder. !]iouId_ endja- 
troor to dilconcert F:e he iiad formed for 
obliging him to 

■ CharkSj enraged lo foe hhnfo-Ir :h ;s hnnted, as.- 
it were, froni tlm rr-.nd h:gr:i;::fo dciakdons, re* 
folved net ro r-.:h w rt elh 

Ke might dfo‘-ed to retnrn dwrugh Ger- 
many, or to ?d:j 0 !i r-m idack Sc,:;, io. 

order to fail to Ffordhfos by ihe Uedii-orranean, 
but he rather chjfo to notliingj and to wait 
the evc-iun 

• V/hen the twelr:- Irmclrcd purfes were arrlyeds. 
his treafurer Grot-nrf-r,^ who, chjnng his long 
abode in I’urky, had le.;irned the of tha 

counrry, went to v/air upon the b::ma without aav 
interpreter, hoping to d;rw the mo.'icfo from himf 
£nd afterw'anis to form foine n intrigue at tho- 
Porte, foollihlv fuppofing*, as he al\7.;:y.s did, that 
the Swedllli party would ai laii; be aol'e ro arm the 
Ottoman emnire amainfl the c::ar. 

k s? 

Gmilnifon told the bafoa, that (he king could; 
not get ready ' his equipages widwmi: rnormy 
Bus (foid the baH-a) we iliall defouy sll the e'r- 
peaces of your d.'parrare ; your nuifter ifoid! 
beat no charge while he continues under my pro- 
tedlionF^ 

Grothufon replied, that the diflforer.ce berweea 
the equipages of the Turks and thofo cf the 
Franks was fo great, thar they \vere obliged to 
apply to the Swedifa and Polifh artincer? cd Ynr- 
ssitza. 

■ Ke 
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the twelve huiidrcd purfes againu the exprefs or- ■ 
ders of my fr■^'c reign/' So fayingj he tool; his. 
leave wi^h a dcjecied coimtenapce. 

The ]:ing ftopped him, and fakl that he would 
make an excafe for him to the lliltan. Ah I 
(replied the Turk, as he v,= as going away) my 
inaf:.er can puniili faults, but cannot oxcule 
ehem/* ^ " 

Ifmael Bafha carried - this piece of news' to the. 
’cam, who having received the ihrne orders with- 
the bafiia, not to fufFer the twelve hundred purfes 
to be given to the king before his departure, and 
having con/ent-ed to the delivery of the tiooney, 
was as apprehcnilve as the baiha, of the grand 
ibigniods indignation. They both wrote to , the 
Porte In fheir own vindication, proteileig they did ^ 
uot give the twelve hundred purfes, but upon a 
iblemn promlie from the king’s udnifrer that he 
would depart v^ithout delay, and befeeching his 
highnefs not to impute the king’s refumi to theii" 
diibbcdieucca. 

» ’ , ' Charles. 
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Charles, illli penlfiirsg in the belief that the 
Icam and bailia meaned to deliver him uj: to his 
enemies, ordered M. Funk, who was t 7 ien his 
eiivo}^ at the Ottomari court, to lay his complaints 
sigainfi: them before the fultan, and to ask a 
thoufand purfes more. His great ger-evc jty, and 
the lltrle account he made of ino-icv:, hiridered 
him from perceiving the meannefr of this propo- 
ial. He did it wirh a view to be refbied, and in 
order to find a freih pretext for delaying his de- 
p^arture- But a man inuil: be reduced to flrange 
extremities^ to Hand in need of foch artifices^ 
Savari, his interpreter, an a -rful and enterprizing 
man, carried the letter to /i^-drianepie, in fplght 
of all the care which the grand vizier had takea 
to guard the paiTes. 

Funk was obliged to'prefent this dangerous re« 
quefr.. Ail the anfwer he received was to be 
thrown into prifon. The fultan, in a pafilcn, 
convoked an extraordinary divan, and, w'lisit very 
feklom happens, fpoke himfelf on the occafioiu 
His fpeech, according to the tranflation wlilch was 
then made of it, w'as conceived in the following 
terms : 

1 hardly ever knew the king of Sweden but 
by his defeat at Pulrowa, and by the appHcatloii 
he made to me to grant him an afylum in my c!o« 
minions. I have nor, I believe, any need of birr:, 
nor any reafon either to love or fear liini. Never- 
thelefs, without confulting any other motives thaa 
the hofpitaljry of a Miufriiman, arid rny ov/n ge- 
aerofity, w'hich flieds the dew of its favours iipoa 
the great as well as the fmall, upon firangers as 
well as my own fubjeds, I have received and af- 
fiiied him, his miuifrers, officers, and foMiers, 

and. 


I 
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for. the fpace of three years and an half, have 
continued to load him with preferits. 

I have granted him a conilderable guard to 
condutl him back to his own kingdom. He asked 
a thonfand piirfes to def'ay feme e^rp-rocesj tho^ 

I pay them all. Inuead cf a thciifandj I granted 
him twelve hundred. After having got thefe out 
of the liands of the feraiquier of Bender, he asks 
athoufand purfes more,andrefafes to depart, under 
pretence ■bsi: tlie guard is too fmall, whereas, in 
fad, it is but too large to pafs thre’ the country 
of a friend » 

«« I ask you then, whelhcr it be a violation of 
the laws of hofpitality, to fend back this prince ^ 
and whether foreign powers ought to accufe me 
of cruelty and injirllice, in cafe 1 Ihould be obliged 
'to compel him to depart.’’ All the members of 
the divan anfwered, that fach a condud would be 
confiftent with the fincle?: rule:* of juftke. 

The rnufii declared that MmTuirnans were , not 
bound to iliew any hofpitality to iniidels, and 
much lefs to ungrateful ; and be gave his fetfa^ 
a kind of mandate which commonly accompanies 
the important orders of the grand feignior. Thefe 
fetfas are revered as oracles, though the perfons 
by whom they are given are as much flaves to the 
fultaa as any others. 

The order and the fetfa w^ere carried to Beo« 
der by the bouyouk Irnraour, grand-mafler of the 
borfe, and a Chiaou baiha, hrH ulhen The ba« 
flia of Bender received the order at the lodgings 
of the kam of Tartary ; from whence he imme- 
diately repaired to Varnitza, to aik the king whe- 
ther h% would depart in a friendly manner, or lay 
him under the neceility of executing the fukan’s 

, Charle«» 
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Chivies XIL being thus menaced, could no: 
reilrain his paihon. Obey your maitc;-, ifyciL 
•dare, (ibv^ he to the bafha) and leave my'prefeacc 
immediately^’ The baiha, fired \vi:h K:c: 2 rc..' 
tlcn," returned at fal! gallop, corrmry to the coni- 
'Slion cuitom efthe Turks ; end mectiagTahridus 
w the way, he called out to him. wdhoui; haliirgj 

The king whl not Iidea to realbn ; you wilHee 
itraiige things nrcTnilyd’ Top fame day he dil^ 
■continued the fbpply of the king’s prrvTePS. and 
removed the guard of jaid.T: ies. ife Inti- 

mation to be made to the de:.:::; and CclTacks at 
. Tarn it 7 .:;, that, iftlu-y ijad a mind to r.ny 
proviilons, they mini: quit the king of -Sweden’s 
;camp, repair to Bender, and put themddves un- 
der the proredtion cf the Forte. Thefe ordc:?’ 
were readily obeyed by all, and the !dr;g was left 
without any other attendants than the oBiicers of 
his hoiniiold, and three hundred Swechfn foIJierS;; 
to make bead againfl twenty thoiiRnd Tartars, 
and fix tbotifand Turks. 

, , There was now no preriuon T the camp cither 
for man or horie. The king ordereS tvvent/ efthe 
line Arabian herfes. which had been fent him by 
the grand fergnior, to be fliot w-itheut the ccwyp, 
adding, 1 will bars none of the’r p;-ov:T’.n5 
2 ior their horfes.” This was an excellent to 
the Tartars, who, as all the world know;, think 
horfe flefh delicious fare. Mean while ■■ic Turks 
and Tartars inveited the king’s liitlc camp on 
all fides^ 

■ Charles, without the Icnft dlfcompofure, ordered 
•his three hundred Svoedes to raife regular intrench- 
ments, in which work he mm-llf afliied ; as d5d 
likewife his chanceilcr, bis treafurer, lifs ficre- 
taries, his valets de chambre, and all his demef- 
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3. Some barricadoed the 'ivindor'S, and others 
vh{1;ened| behind the doors, In the fbrrn of 

After the hoe& was luEdently bamcadoec, and 
the l:i.rg had roce round his pretended hirtifica^ 
tions, he n.f dom tc chefs with his favourite Gto- 
thuAn- with as much :: '.nguilal'y as if every 
had been p:;-AAIy Afe aud fecisre. Happily 
M* Fabri'dui. the envoy of Hoihei::, -did no: lod'^-e 
at Varritzn, but at a foall village between Ver* 
nitrn and Bender, where Jefey?, Ae Engiilh 
envoy to the hirg of Sweden, hbewiie rehdecL 
The A two rdidherSj f-cin.;: the i:orm ready to burl'h 
undtrtcci,; t n: ci'dco of mediators between the 
king and ti'e Turks. The kam, and efpecially 
the bailia of .£ c n dcr, who had no inclination to 
offer any vide nee to the GwedlOi monarch, re- 
ceived the oTcrs of thefe two mirdhers w-hh great 
fatisAcdon. Tiiey had two conferences at Sender’s 
in wddci? the ufner of the Aragko, and the grand 
niaAer of the horfe. who had brought the fiiitaids 
erder. and the mahi’s fbtA aiillted. 

M, I h, ::c;'T; declared to tl era that his SwediOi 
rrr.jeAy had good reafon to believe that they de^ 
Agned to deliver him up to his enemies in Poland; 
Tae kani, the baflia, and all the refr, fvvore by 
their heads, and called God to vitnelb, that they 
detefted inch a horrible r>iece of treachery ; and 
that they would iked the laif drop of their blood, 
rather than Uiffer even the Iczii diirciped to be 
fliewn to the king in Poland ; adding, that they 
bad in their hands the Ridban and Polifli am'baf- 
fadors, whofe lives fiiould be anfwerabk for any 

Th^whok of this scccunt; is rsistsd hy M, Fabrlcius 
in hi.$ kttei'Ss 

aitroiil 
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sirront that iliould be offered to the king of Swa« 
den* In fine, they complained bitterly the 
king fnould entertain fuch injurious fiifpiaons of 
fnofe' who had received and treated him with h 
much humanity and politenels. 

Though oaths are frequently the language of 
treacheiy, Fabricius could not help beina: con™ 
vinced of their fincerity* He thought he could 
difceiTi in their proteflations foch an air of vera- 
city as falfehood can, atbdl:, but :rnperfcf;;ly imi- 
;tate. He was ienfible there had been a fecret 
/correfpondence between the kam of Tartsry and 
Auguffus ; but he was firmly perfuaded, that the 
only end of their negociation was to oblige Charles 
XIL to quit the dominions of the grand feignor .. 
Whether Fabricius was mifiaken or not, he af» 
fured them, he would reprefent to the king the 
injufiice of his fufpicions. “ Bat, adds he, do 
you intend to compel him to depart Yes^ 
fays the Balha, for fuch are the orders of our 
maffer.” He then entreated them to confider 
.ferioufly w^hether that order implied, that they 
fliould ihed the blood of a crowned head. ** Yes, 
.'replies the kam, in a paOion, if that crowmed 
head difobeys the grand feignior in his own do- 
minions,” 

In the mean time, every thing being ready for 
.the affault, the death of Charles XiL ieemed ine- 
'vitable. But as the fultan had not given them. 

■ pofitive orders to kill him in cafe of refiftancei^ 
the bafiia prevailed upon the kam to let him dif- 
patch an ej^prefs to Adrianople, where the grand 
feignior then refided, to receive the lafc orders cf 
‘ his highnefs. ^ 

Mr. Jeffreys, and M* Fabricius having procured 
this fliort refpite, hafteaed to acquaint the king 

with 
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tvifu it. They carae witli all the cagerfteA of 
"people -t-ho bring good news ; bn.t v/cre fcct-ived 
very coldly. lie called thero unlblUclted inedi- 
atorSj and ftill perfined in the IkIIci that the Rii- 
tari’s order and the rivjftfs fetfa were boih forged, 
inaflaucli as they had ihni: to the Porte icr fVcfh 
G^'Crers. ' . ' • 

The Erigiilh miniUcr retired, vrirh a iirni re» 
ibiution to interiere no mere in the allhirs ef a 
prince k> very obuinate and iniie:vible, hL Fa- 
brkiiif. beloved the king, and ino-e accnken'icd 
i'o ids hiiinonr <h;iM tlic Ihi'iihh rniniltcr, remained 
with hiai, and earncUly entreared him not to ha- 
zard fo yiiccious a life on uuh an i:niieccfiary ch> 
cafioD. 

For anfwer, the king H'.cwed liim his fortiB-* 
cations, and begged he would einplcy his good, 
offices in preenring him fDnvt' provihciiS. The 
Turks were oafdy prevailed upon to alknv 
vifions to be, conveyed to the camp, until 

the retiin^ of tlie courier from P^drioo-r-ple. The 
kam hi'Tifflfii had ftrlctly enjoined ifis 'Ikiriars^ 
wlio were eager for pillage, not to make any at- 
tempt agalnfi the Sv/edes fill the arrival of freOt 
orders; fo tha. Charles XU. went fometimes, out 
of his camp with ibrty boric, and rode through 
the midil of the Tartars, who, with great , refped^ 
Jefr him a kee pahage. He ev:n m^mched direSly 
up to ilteir line?, which, dn-tcad of rt'ffting, rea- 
dily opened and allowed him to puls. , 

At lair, the order of Tlse grand feignior being 
come, to put to the fvvord ail the Sivcdes that 
fnould make the leafr reiifiance, and not even to 
fpure ^hc life of the king, the bnOia had the-c.om^'’ 
plaifance to lliew the order to M. FabriciuS, . 

a view of inducing him to make his laii ef- 
• . ' C ' ■ ■ fort ■ 
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fort to bend, if pofuble, the obftinacy of Charles. 
Fabricius went immediately to acquaint i^iui with, 
thefe fad tidings. Have you feen the order yon 
mention, fald the king?” I have,” replied Fa- 
bi'icius. Well then, go tell them in my 
that this /eccnd order is another forgery of theirs^ 
and that I will not depart/’ Fabricius threw 
himfelf at his feet, fell into a paffion, and re- 
proached him with bis obillnacy; but all to no 
purpofe. ‘‘ Go back to your Turks, fald the king 
to him, fmiling ; if they attack me, I know 
bow to defend myfelf/’ The king’s chaplains 
like wife fell upon their knees before him, con- 
juring him not to expofe to certain death the 
unhappy remains of Pult.owa, and eTpeciaily his 
own facfed perfon; aflliring him, at the fame 
time, that refiflance in fuch a cafe was altogether 
unjujiiifiable ; and that it was a direcl violation 
of all the laws of hofpitality, to refolve to con- 
tinue with itrangers againit their vvill; eOjecially 
with thofe ftrangers who had fo long aud fo ge» 
Bcroufiy fapported him.” Tiie king, who had 
heard Fabricius with .great patience, fell into a 
palfion with his priefts, and told them, that he 
had taken them to pray for him, and not to give 
him advice. . ' 

The generals Hord and Dardoif, who had al- 
ways declared againll hazarding a battle which 
could not fail ' to be atieiided with fatal confe- 
quences, lliewed the king their breafts coi'ered 
with wounds, which they had received in ids fer- 
v;ce ; and afAiring luin that they were ready to 
lay- down their lives for his fake, begged that it 
luight be, at-'leafr, upon a more neceiTary occafion, 
I knows fays Charks XIL by your w^ounds and 
by my own, that we have fought valiantly, fo- 

get tier! 
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gerher. You have huhertodoneyourdaiy, dokfo- 
dayiikd/v-ired^ Nothing now remained but to pay an 
implicit obedience to the kingY command. Every 
one was afnamed not to court death with their 
fovercign. Charles, being now prepared for the , 
airault, enjoyed in fecret the pleafing thoughts 
that he fliould have the honour of fukaining with 
three hundred Swedes the milted efforts of a whole 
army. Ke afilgned to every man his poff. His 
chancellor, Miillem, and the lecretary, Empreus, 
and his clerks, were to defend the chcncery-houle^ 
Baron Eief, at the head or the cfheers of the 
kitchen, was rtationed in another )mn. A third 
j'llace w’a's to be guarded by t'ne grcoins of the 
kable, and the cooks ; for with him every one 
was a foldier. He rode from the Intrenchmenrs 
to his houfe, promifing rewards to everyone, ere- 
a4ing officers, and alliiring them that Ire would 
exalt the very meaneft of his fervanrs who Ihould 
hght tvith courage and refoliidon, to the dignity 
cf captains. 

k was not long before they bepeld the cort^- 
billed armv tlie Turks ami TartarsYidyancing: 
to attack this little camp with ten pieces of can- 
non and two niortars. The Lories talis waved 
in the air; the clarions founded; the cries of 

Alla, Aila,’' were heard on all tides. Baron 
Grothufen obferying that die Turks did not mix 
in tlieir cries any injurious reflecllons on the king, 
bur only called him Demirbafhf^ i. e. head oi' 
Iron,, he inftantly refoived io go out of the 
camp alone and unarmed ; and having accordiogiy 
advanced to the lines of the iftairfarie?, moil of 
whom had received money froiu him : V/hat 

then, my friends, fays he to ‘Jieni, in thefr own 
language, are you come to rririTacse three hiindrid 
# C z ' 
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fenceleis Swedes? you brave javudaricS; vAio par» 
cloned an h::ndred tiiouland RuOians upon tlieir 
crying ‘‘ Amman/’ i. e. pardon, hare yi)u for- 
. got the many favours you have received from us ? 
and would you aflalnnaie that greCut king of Swe- 
den for whom yen liave fo great a regard, and 
from whom you have received fo many prefents r 
All heauis, my niends, is but the f]mce of three 
ebys; and the fultan’s orders are not fo ftr:-?: as 
you are made to believe.” 

Thbe words produced an elF:in: which Grc- 
thufen himRIf could little have cupcfled. T:m 
janluaries f-vore by their beards that they would 
uot attack tlv.; king, bat would grant him the 
. three days he demanded. In vain was the ngr.a! 
given for the alihult. The jar/LilLvrici; were fo far 
from obeying, that they threatened to fall upon 
their leaders, unlefs they would confent to grant 
three days to the king of Sweden, They came 
to the balba of Benders tent, crying out that the 
Ibltan’’^ orders were fttirions. To this line;: peeled 
ieclition the ballia had nothing to oppofe but 
patience. ■ > 

He Liffci^tcdto bc pieafedwith the generous re- 
folurion cf the janhrarles, and ordered them to 
return to Bender, The kam of Tartany, a man 
of iicadurong and impetuous paiiicnSj would have 
given the allaiilt immediately with his own troops: 
bat the baflia, iinwiiiing that the Tartars fhoiild 
have all ihe honour of taking the king, whue 
inmfelf perhaps might be piiniHied for the diibbe- 
dicnce of the janiliarles, perfliaded the kam to 
wait till, the next day. 

On’his return to Bender, the bafna affenibled 
all thv- officers of the janiirarles, and ther oldeil 
fjkders, to whom he both read and the wed the 
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•fbltari’s pofitive orders-, and the fclfa,. 

Sixty c^' tl’ie oidcu of theni, with venerable grey 
b;.;;:;?'-:;?, who had received a thoufanc! preients 
from the king’s hands, propofed to go to hhn lit 
perfirm, to in treat him to put hiinfelf into their 
hands, and to permit them to ferve him as 
girards.^, ^ , 

The baO^n agreed to, the propoial, as indeed 
there was no expedient he would not wuliLigly 
have tried, radier than be reduced to tlvc necef* 
ilty of killing ti-.e king. Accordingly thefe .Hxty 
veterans repaired nrx;: morning to \'aniirxa, iiav- 
ing nothing in their hands but long white rods, 
the only arms which the -janiilaries wear, uiilefs 
when they are going to fight; for the Turks con- 
sider the Chriitian cuitorn of carrying fwords in 
time of peace, and of entering armed into churches 
and the houfes of their friends, as a barbarous 
pradiice* 

They addreili^d themfekes to baron Grethufen, 
and chancellor Mullern, They told tliero that 
they were coo^e with a view to ferve as faklifui 
guards to the king ; and that if he plea fed iljey 
would conduct him to Acriariople, where ho 
niight have a perfbnal interview with the gmnd 
leignor. While they were making this propolah 
■ the king read the letters which were breughfc 
from Conftanrinople, sue which Fabrlcius, wha 
could no longer arten:! bim in perfbn, had fent 
him pi-iva’-ely by a jaaiiTary. Thefe letters were 
from count Poniatowney, -who could neither ferve 
him at Bender nor -Ad rianople, having been de- 
tained at Conifantinopleby order of the Porte, ever 
fince rb^ time of his making, the imprudent de- 
mand of a thouiand purles. tie told the king 
th|t the fiiltsiPs orders to feize or maffacre his. 
^ C 3 ■ soyai 
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royal pen'bn in cafe of reilfiance. were but too 
true; that indeed the fultan was in;pofc;J upon 
by his niiniiters ; but the more he wa;> ';mpc-5i:d 
upon, he would, for that very realen, be fhc iiicre 
.faithfully obeyed : that lie mull ibbi-nlt to the 
tinaes, and yield to neceiliry : • that he took the 
liberty to advi/e him to try every expedient wdtli 
the miniu'ers by way of negociations ; not to be, 
inflexible in a matter v;hich required the gentlefl: 
managemenc ; and to expecl from time and gcjod 
policy a cure of that evil, which by raHi and 
v'clvTiU meafares would be only rendered in- 
curable. 

Blit neither the propouil of the old janidaries, 
nor Poniatcwil^y-s letters could convince the king* 
that it was coniiiiont with his honour to yield. 

He rather chofe to perifli by the hands of the 
Turks, than in ai;iy refpeift to be made aprifoner. 

He difiriiTed the janilTaries without condefeending 
to fee them, and fent them word, that if they did 
not izrimediately depart, he would ihave their 
beards for them ; an affront which in the eaflem 
countries is confidered as the in tolerable of 

all Others* 

The ok! men, fflled with the bigheft indig- 
nation, returned home, crying out as they went, 

** Ah this head of iron! fi nee he wdll perlfli, let 
him periihf’ They gave the ballia an account 
of their commlflion, and informed their comrades ! 
at Bender of the ffrange reception they had met 
with ; upon which they all fwore to obey the 
baiiia's orders without delay, and w^ere as impa- 
tient to go to the affault as they had been averfe 
to it the day before. 

The word of command was immediately given. 

The Turks marched up to the fortifications : the 

• 1®'' 
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were already waking for them, and tbc can- 
began to play. The janilTaries on the one 
fkier, aiH the Tart :ir5 on the other, mftantly forced 
ike little carrsp. Hardly had twenty Sv/ecles time 
io draw their iV/ortis when the, whole three hundred 
were fiirroiinded and taken prill) 11 ers wirhout refin- 
ance, Tiic king was then on boifeback, between, 
his houfe and his camp, with the generals Kords^ 
jj'ardolr, and Sparre 5 and feeing tiiat all his fol- 
cliers had AifmrcJ thciriHIyes to be taken prifciicrs 
before his eyes, he faid, with great coinpofLire, 
to thefe tliree oilicers, ** Come, let us go and de- 
fend the lb: we.wdll fights adds he, with a 
fuiiie, arh C? Jlds 

Accordingly, accompanied by thefe three ge- 
neralsj he forthwith gallops up to the houfe, in 
which he had placed about forty domefticks r.'S 
centinels, and which he had fortified in the bell 
manner he could. 

The generals, accufeomed as they w’ere, to the 
diiuntlefs intrepidity of their mailer, could not 
liclp being furpnfed to fee him refolve in cold 
blood, and even with an air of pleafantry, to defend 
h.imfelf agalml ten pieces of cannon, and a whole 
army; neverthelefs they followed him, with fome 
guards anddomeftics, making in all about twenty 
perfons. 

When they came to the door, they found it 
befet by the janjiFaries. Belides, two hundred 
Turks and Tartars had already entered by a win- 
dow, and made themfelves iTiafters of all the 
apartments, except a large hall where the king^s 
domeilicks had retired. Happily this hall was 
near the door at which the king defigned to enter 
with his little troop of twenty perfons,. He threw 
^ 4 ' 
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liimfelf off his horfe with piitol and Avord m 
hand, and his followers did the faiTie. 

The janilfa vies fell upon him on rdl iides. They 
ivero animated with the promife which the bafha 
had made, of eight ducats of gold to every man 
who fiiould only touch his cloaths, in cafe they 
eodld take him. He wounded and killed all thofe- 
who came near him. A janiiTary whom he 
wounded, clapped his blunder bufs to his face, 
and had he not been joiiled by the arm of a Turk, 
owinr? to the croud that moved backwards and 

O 

forwards, like waves, the king had cericinly been 
killed. The ball grazed upon his nofe, and car- 
ried olf part of his ear, and then broke the arm 
of general Hord,. whofe cenRant fate it was to 
be wounded by his maiieTs Ade. 

The king plunged his fword in the janiiury’s 
fcreaft. At the fame time, his domehics, who 
were ihut up in the great hall, open ’the door 
to him. The king, with his little troop, iprings 
in like an arrow. They inRantly Aiut the cloor^ 
and barricade it with, whatever they can And. 
Thus was Charles XIL ihut up in dAs hall with 
all his. attendants, conhlting of about Axty men, 
oficers, guards, fecretaries, valets de cliambre, and 
domefiicks of every kind* 

The janhiaries and Tartars pillaged the reft of 
the houie, and Ailed the apartments, Cernei^ 
iiiys the king, let us go and drive cut thelb bar- 
bariansf’ and putting himfelf at the head of Itis 
men, he xviih his own hands opens the door of 
the hall that leads to his bed-chraiiber, riifhes 
into the room and Ares upon the plunderers. 

The Turks, loaded with fpoil, and terriAed 
at the fudde-n appearance of the king, vyhoi?-! they 
bad ever been accuRomed to refpedj, threw 
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do\7n their arms, leap out cf the window^ or fly 
to the eelliirr. The king taking; advantage o? 
their confufiOD, and his own men being animated 
by the flicceik of this attemjjt, they purfue the 
Turks from cluinil.’cr to chamber 5 kill or wound 
thofe who had not made their efjape ; and iu a 
epaatter of an hour dear the houfe of the cnem}'. 

In the heat ci the iight the king perceived. two 
jariiilknes who ky concealed under his bed, c ue 
of ihem he itabbed wi;h h'i fword, the other 
akcJ pardoii, hy cr}ing Amman/’ 1 give 
you your life, fays the ki?tg to him, on thi.s con- 
dition, thiat you go and give the a Ihithfui 

account of wh.at you have feen.’^ Tiie Turk 
readily promifed to do as he was bid. and was 
allowed to leap jrut at t|:e window like the re(L 

Tlu- Swedes, having at klf made thernftlves 
mafteL's of the houfe, again fhut and barricadoed 
the vAndows,, They were in no wanrof arms* 
A gyroimd-roorri full of niutkets and powder had 
elcaned ;he tuaiiiltnary iearch cf the. jradilanes* 
Theie :i\!-y t^'ipkyed to good purnole. They 
fi.i'ed through due windows almoii cloie upon the 
Turks, of whom, in kf? than half a quarter pf 
;:n hour, they killed two hundred, d‘he cannort 


fiiil played upon the houfe; but the [tones being 
very loir, tlicre were only fen'ic boles iriade iii: 
the w'ulls, and nothing was dernolliricd. 

The kam ofTurrary, and the bafl^a, who w^ere 
defirous of taking the king alive, being alhamed 
to kue lb unuiy tr-en, and to employ a svhole anny- 
iigainit fixly perfons, thought if moil; advileable . 
to fet lire to the houfe, in order to oblige the . 
king to» furr. nder. 'iliey ordered fojne arrow st , 
twilled about v/ifii lighted matchesj to be ihor 
.i ■ - ' ' ' Q ‘5 ' ■■ -“v:-.--* ' 
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the roofs snd sgamH: the doors and windows^ 
In a moment the lioufe was in flames* The 
roof all on fire was ready to tumble upon the 
Swedes. The king, with great calmnefs^ gave 
orders to 'extinguifh the f re. Finding a fmal! 
barrel full of liquor, he took it up, and being 
aflifted by two Swedes, threw it upon the place 
where the fire v/as niofl violent. At laft he re- 
colle^led that the barrel was full of brandy; but* 
the hurry infeparabls from Hich a fcene of ccn» 
fnfion, hindered him from thinking of it in time. 
The fire now raged with double fury. The king^s 
apartment was reduced to aOies. The great luill 
where the Swedes were was filled with a terrible 
fnioke, mixed with iheets of fame, tFnit darted 
in at the doors of die r?eighbourii-ig apartments. 
One half of the roof funk witltin tiie ho life, the 
other fell on the outfide, cracking amidll: the 
iiaines, • 

In this extremity, a centinel called Vfalberg, 
ventured to cry, that there was a necefilty for 
furrendering* What a fl range man is this, 
-fays the king, to imagine that it is %ct more gla- 
jious to be burnt dian taken prilbner!'’* Another 
centinel, named Roi'en, had the presence of mind 
to obferve, that the chan eery- ho life, which was 
3iot above f ity paces had a Itone roof^ 

and v/as proof again fr fr-e>; that tliey ought to 
fally forth, take poneffon of that houfe, and 
then defend thcmfclres to the laft extremity. 

There is a true Swede for you/^crles the king, 
and embracing liie ccntluoi, he made hini a 
oolohcl upon tiie ipot. Ckune on, my friends, 
lays he, rake as much powder and ball with you 
as you can, and let us take [.ofrdnoii " of the 
ch^jneery, (word in 
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TheTurksj who all the while furrounded the 
houfe, were flruck with fear and admiration, to 
fee the Swedes continue in it, notwithfianding it 
was all in flames; but their aftonifhment was 
greatly increafed when they faw the doors 
opened, and the king and his followers rufhing 
out upon them like lb many madmen. Charles 
and his principal ofHcers were armed with flvord 
and pifloL Every man Ered t^vo piitols at oncCs 
the moment the doors were opened; and in the 
twinkling of an eye, throwing away their piftols, 
and drawing their fwords, they made the Turks 
recoil above fifty paces. But in a moment afterj, 
this little troop was furroiinded. The king, 
Vvho was booted, as ufiiai, entangled himfclf 
wiih his Tpurs, and fell. One and menty ja- 
nifiaries at once fprlng upon him. He throws 
up his fword into the air, to fave himfelf the 
mortiiicanon of furrendering it. The Turks 
bear him to the baflia’s quarters, fonic taking 
hold of his arms, and others of his legs, in the 
fame manner as Tick perfinis are woiit to be 
carried, in or8er to prevent their being hurt. 

No fc-oi'scT did the king fee hiinfelf in their 
hands, tli'in the violence of his temper, and 
the fury wifich fuch a long and defperate fight 
muft ■■ have nat'.jrajly iriTjured, gave place at 
ouce to a mild and gentle behaviour : not one 
wovd of iniparience dropped tram hh lips 5 not 
one coigry look was to be feen in lus face. 
He eyed ; the janlilarles wdtb a hulling coun- 
tenance, and they carried him oit crying ‘Mila,*’" 
with a mixture of refpeeft and indtg'naiion. His 
officers were taken at the fame time and itrip- 
ped by *t!i.e 'lurks and Tartars, it was on the 
C 6 ■ . twelfth 



T K 3 H I s T O R T 

tv^elfth af February 17 13. that this ftran-ge even^ 
happened; an event that was lollowed w.lu 
very remarkable confequences *. 

* Vf. Norbsr!;, who was not prefeat at this adt'^nture^ 

ttri' vSei ti^t Sw it t ho 

bath AU 

X' hat Slf toX’nTo a,ain. M, de Vol- 

; '^th .,atd to^tha^afe 

tS hh'rof Sweden, according to feme, was ^^nt 

;.v t»'e houfe, according to oiticrb, v^as cut^ la 

r ’ -u Tarta-s* La Moira) e, ailedgcs ukavvift^, tnat 

rui^g cf.sweden did not ufe t^^fe words,^; We wU. 

fffi^ms. dtar'the Wog did 

that La Motrays was not near enough to neat tnc.n , ants 
.:h:; ifhe had, ie was W capable of c^P- ^ng taesr 

weaning, as he did not uaderftand a voi- nt .n. 
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bailm of Bender, with great gravity^ 
X waited for Charles in his tent, attended by 
one Marco, an interp.^eter. He received his ma- 
jelly in a moil refpeclful manner, and entreated 
him tq repofe himfelf on a fopha } but the king^^ 
who did not fo much as rake notice of the Turk^s. 
civilities, continued Handing. 
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Blcfied be the Almighty (fays the bailia) that 
your niajeBy is alive : I am extremely forry that 
your majeBy obliged me to execute the orders of 
his higbsiefs,” The king, who \vas only vexed 
that his three hundred Ibldlcrs Hiould have fufferet* 
themfelves to be taken in their entrenchments; 
faid to the baflia j Ah ! bad they defended 
thsmfelves as they ought, you would not have 
been able to force our camp in ten daysd' AlasI 
(fays the Turk) that fo much courage fiiooid be 
fo ill employed !‘^ He ordered the !:irg to be 
conducled back to Bender on a horfe ri Jiiy capa- 
riibned. All the Swedes were ci:h -i--kilkd or 
pnfoners. All bis equipage, his goods, his pa- 
pers, andgnollneceffuy utenfis; were cither p'un- 
dered or burnt. Give mi.gl-t lirive feen in the pub- 
lic roads the Swedhb clficers, edmot:: naked, aiu! 
chained together i.a pairr, tVhowIng the Tartars 
or janidaries on foot* The chan.ceHor and the ge- 
neral oHicers did not meet 'vith a rni’id.-r fate: 
they were the ilaves of the foldiers to whoA* finn-e 
they had failed. 

Ifmael Balha having condiTccd CraAes to his 
feraglio at Bender, gave him his own apartment, 
and ordered him to be lerved like a king ; but net 
without taking the precaiitioii to plant a guard of 
jamfliiries at the chamber door. A bed was pre* 
pared for hims but he throvv hhufelfdown upon a 
ibpha, booted as he was, and fell T-ft cilcep. An 
officer, that ftood near him in wailing, covered 
bis head with a cap} but the king, upoi^ avVLikiug 
from his firft lleep, threw it of?} and thedhirk. 
was furprifed, to fee a fovereign priiice llccpping; 
in his boots and bare-headed. Next morning, 
Ifmaei introduced Fabricius into rlie king's cham- 
ber. . Fabricius found his iiiajefry wirh bis cloaths 
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torn i Ills boots, his hands, and his whole body, 
covered with dnft and blood, and his eye-brows 
burn? j but ilill maintaining, in this terrible con- 
dition, a placid and chearful look. He fell upon 
bis knees before him, without being able to utter 
a word ; but f:;on recovering from his furprize, by 
the free and eafy manner in which the king ad- 
dreiTed him, he refamed his wonted familiarity 
with liim, and they began to tr-lk of the batik of 
Bender with great humour and ]>k:3fmtry. ‘‘ It 
is reported (kys ki brie hi s' lha: } cur niajcny killed 
twenty janilfaries with your own iiandd’ ‘‘ Well, 
well, (replies tViC king) a itory, you know, never 
lofes in the vellingd’ Daring this coiiverfitiion, 
the bafha prefented to the king Ids favourite Gro- 
thufen, and colonel Ribbins, whom he had had the 
gi rjerofLi-y to redeem at his own expence, Fabri- 
cius undertook to raiifj’n the other prifoners, 

JeiFreys, the Enali:b envoy, joined his enclen- 
vours with thofe of Fabricluf, in order to procure 
the moioey neceiTary for this purpole. .A French-, 
man, who had come to Bender out of mere cu- 
riofiry, and^who hath wrote a fliort account of 
thefe tranfa£lions, gave all that he had ; and thefe 
Grangers, affixed by the intereff, and even by the 
money, of the bafha, redeemed not only tlie offi - 
cers, but likewife their cloaths, from the hands 
of the Turks and Tartars. 

Next day, the king was conduiTted as a prifo- 
ner, in a chariot covered with fcarlet, towards 
Adrianople. His treafarer Grothufeii was with 
him. Chancellor Muilera and ibme officers fol- 
lowed in another carriage.. Several were on horfe- 
back ; and when they calf their eyes on the king^s 
chario?, they could not refrain from tears*, The 
baflm was at the head of the convoy : Fabiicius 

told 
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Blefied be the Alinighty (fays the bafb a) that 
your inajefty is alive ; i am extremely forry that 
your majcdly obliged me to execute the orders of 
his highnefs.’* The king, who was only vexed 
that his three hundred foldiers flioiild have fuftered 
themfelves to be taken in their entrenchments, 
fald to the bafna ; << Ah J had they defended 
themfelves as they ought, you would not have 
been able to force our camp in teit daysf' AIcsJ 
(fays the Turk) that fo much courage (liould be 
fo ill employed He ordered th-:. king to be 
conduced back to Bender on a horfe rii-Ijiy capa- 
rifoned. All the Swedes were ehl j-r kilku or takea 
prifoners. All bis equipage, his goods, hr; pi> 
pers, and rnoftnecelfiiy utciiffis, were cither plun- 
dered or burnt. One might have ieen in the pub- 
lic roads the SwediOa ofictTs, alriioll naked, vand 
chained together in pairs, following the Tartars 
or janiilaries on foot. The charrceilor and the ge- 
neral ofHcers did not meet with a rniider fate : 
they were the Oaves of the foldiers to whofe fhare 
they had fallen. 

Ifmael Baiha having conduaed Cifarles to his 
feraglio at Bender, gave him bis ovvn apartmeiu, 
and ordered him to be ferved like a king ; but not 
without taking the precaiition to plant a guard of 
janilTaries at the chamber door, A bed wa.s pre- 
pared for him; but he threw him felt dcr.vn uj^on :i 
fopha, booted as he was, and fell fi-.ft afieep. An 
officer, that flood near him in waiting-, covercvi 
his head with a cap; but tucking, upon awaking 
from his hrh: ikep, threw it offi; and the Turk 
was furprifed, to fee a fovereign prince ileej'ing 
in his boots and bare-headed. Next niorniug, 
Ifmael introduced Fabneins into the king’s cham- 
ber. Fabricius found bis majefty with bis deaths 


OF CHARLES XII. 3# 

torn ; his boots^ his hands, and his whole bod^, 
covered with duft and blood, and his eye-brows 
burnt ; but d;ill maintaining, in this terrible con- 
dition, a placid and chearfui look. He fell upon 
Ins knees before him, without being able to utter 
a word ; butfoon recovering from his furprixe, by 
the free and eafy manner in which the king ad- 
dreffed him, he refamed his wonted familiarity 
with him, and they began to t&lk of the battle of 
Bender with great humour and pleafantry. It 

is reported (lays Fabricius') that your maje fly killed 
twenty janiilaries wiih your own hand.” Well, 
well, (replies the king) a ftory, you know, never 
lofes in the telling.” During this converfhtion, 
the bafha prefen ted to the king uis favourite Gro- 
thufen, and colonel Ribbins, whom he bad had the 
g-.-ncrofity to redeem at his cwui expence. .Fabri- 
cius undertook to raafoni the other prifoners. 

Jeffreys, the Englifn envoy, joined his endea- 
vours with thofe of Fabricius, in order to procure, 
the money neceifary for this purpoie. , A French- 
man, who had come to Bender out of mere cii- 
riofity, andtwho hath wrote a Oiort account of 
thefe tranfaflions, gave all that he had ; and thefe 
. ilrangers, affifted by the intereif, and even by the 
money, of the bafha, redeemed not only the offi- 
cers, but likewife their cloaths, from the hands 
of the Turks and Tartars. 

Next day, the king was condiitELcd as a prifo- 
ner, in a chariot covered with fcarlct, towards 
Adrianople. His treafurer Grothufea wuis with 
him. Chancellor Mullern and fonie officers fol- 
lowed in another carriage. Several were on horfe- 
back ; and when they caR their eyes on the kliig^s 
cliariof, they could not refrain from tears. The 
bailia was at the bead of the convoy: Tabriclus 

told 
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tcld him that it was a fbame the king Ihoold want 
a fword, and begged he would gi^^e him one« 

God forbid, (fays the baflia) he would cut our 
beards for us, if he had a fwordd’ However, he 
gave him one a few hours after. 

While they were conducllng this king, difarmed 
and a prifoner, who, bat a few years before, had 
given law to fa many flates, and had feen hii-nfelf 
the arbiter of the North and the terror of Europe,, 
there appeared in the. ih?iie place anorher inflni'ce 
of the frailty of human great nefs. 

King Stanidaus had been feized in the Turkifh 
dominions, and they were now carrying hiju a pri-^ 
foner to Bender, at the very time ih at they were 
remo dng Charles from it. 

, Sraniflaiis, being no longer fupported by the 
hand which had raifed him to the throne, ar.d 
finding bimfeif deftitute of money, and conle- 
quently of interefl in Poland, had retired at firii: 
into Pomerania 5 and, unable to prefcrve his own. 
kingdom, he had done all that lay in his power to 
defend that of his benefad’or: he had^even gone to 
Sweden, in order to haiten ihe reiciofcements that 
were fo much wanted in Livonia and Pomerania. In 
a word, he had done every thing thar could be ex- 
pelled from the friend of Charles XI L .About ihl;i 
time, the fidl king of Pruilia, a prince of great pru- 
dence, be3.ng juitly apjTchenuve of danger from 
the too near neighbourboed of the Mufcofirc.^^, 
thought proper to enter into a league with .Au- 
gufius and the republic of Poland, in order to 
fend back the Riufiar^s to their own couniry, and 
he hoped to engage the king of Svreefen lumfcif 
in this projeft. From this pdan, three greatcveims 
were expected to reful: ; the peace of the North, 
the return of Charles to his own kingdom, and 
the .eliabiiihiiieut of a ftrong barrier againit tlSr^ 
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Rultians, whofe power was already become for- 
niidable to Europe- The preliminary article of 
this treaty, upon, which the public tranquillity de- 
pended, was the abdication of Staniflaus ; who 
not only accepted the propofal, but even under- 
took to . life his endeavours in bringing about a 
peace which depnved him of his crow'n. To this 
il'ep he was prompted by neceiiit.y, tlie publick 
good,’ the glory of the facrificc, and the interefc 
of Charie.s Xif. He wrote to Bender. He ex- 
plained to the king of Sweden the deiperate fitua- 
t!On of Ids affairs, and the only eliecUial remedy 
that could be applied. He conjured him not to. 
opriofe an abdication which was rendered neceflary 
by the (Irange conjundures of the times, and ho- 
nourable by the noble motive from which it pro- 
ceeded. He entreated him not to facrifice the in- 
terelfs of Sweden to thdfe of an unhappy friend,, 
who chearfully preferred the public -good to his- 
Own private happinefs. Charles XlL received 
thefe letters at Varoitza* He faid to- the courier 
in a paffion, in prefence of feveral witneifes; 

If my friei^d will not be a king, 1 caa:,eafiiy 
find another that wiilf’ * f 

, Sianiflaus \yas obfrinately bent on making tjii^ 
facrifice which Charles oppofed. Tlrefe tirnes. 
feem- to have been deftined by providence to pro^ 
duceftrange fentinients, and ilill Granger actions/ 
StaniOaus refolved to go himfeif, and endeavour 
to prevail upon Charles ; and thus he ran a greater 
rifk ih abdicating the throne, than ever he ha4 
done in obtaining it. One evening about fix 
o’clock, he Role from the S'wedilh army, v^hkhbe 
commanded in Pomerania, and fet out, in com-^ 
pany wl:ii baron Sparr and another colond^ the 
former of whom hath fuice been an aaiba||doif 
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;t m France and England. He affanned the name* 

■: , of a French genneman, called Haran, who w^as 

|! ■ then a major in the Svvedifli army, and lately died 

I comma!ider of Dantzick. He paiTed clofc by the 

; whole anny of tlie enemy ; was fomctimes Hop- 

ped, and as often releafed by virtne of a pafipcrt 
which he got in the name of Haran. At length, 
after many j)eriis and dangers, he arrived on the 
frontiers of Turk 

As foon as he had reached Moldavia, he fent 
back baron Sparr to the army, and entered Yally, 
the capital of Moldavia, thinking hiinfelf perfcdly 
fccure in a country where the king of Sw'eden had 
been treated with fo much refpedl:, and never en- 
tertaining the leafi: fufpicion of whac had hap- 
pened* 

. The Moldavians afked him who he was? He 
faid he was major of a regiment in the fervice of 
Charles XU. At the bare mention of that name 
he was feized, and carried before the hofpadar of 
Moldavia, who, having already learned from the 
Gazettes that Staniflaus had privately withdrawn 
from his army, began to fufped thrt this was 
bably the man. He had heard the king's figure 
deferibed fo exadiiy, that it was very eafy to dif- 
cover the refembiance; an open and engaging 
: I countenance, and a very iincomraoii air of fweet- 

; nefs* 

The bofpodar examined him, put to him a great 
many captious queftions, and at laft afl;ed him 
' what commhtion he bore in the Swediili army, 

j Their conveiTation w^as carried oa in Latin. Mi^Jcr 

I fays Staniflaus. ina^cmus replies the 

' I ^ Moldavian ; and immediately prefenting inrn with 
^ a ckair of Hate, he treated him like a kog ; but 

Hill like a king who was a prifoner, placing a 
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{rrici guard about a Greek convent, in which he 
was obliged to remain, liil fiich time as the ful- 
t a r/5 orders fnouid arrive. At length thele or- 
ders came, importing, that Staniilaus fliould be 
carried to Bender, from which Charles XIL had 
been jun; removed. 

The news of this event v/as brought to the 
ban:ia, at the time he was accompanying the king 
of Sweden’s chariot. The baHia communicated 
the particulars to Fabriciiis, who, coming up to 
Charles’s chariot, told lum he was not the onl^ 
king that was a prifoner in the hands of the 
Turks ; and that Stanifiaus was but a few miles 
off, under a guard of foldiers. Run to him, 
my dear Fabriciiis, (fays Charles, without being 
in the leaff difconcerted,) tell him never to make 
a peace with Auguffus, and affiire him that our 
affairs will foon take another turn.’’ So much 
was Charles wedded to his own opinions, that, 
abandoned as he was in Poland^ attacked in his 
own dominions, a captive in a Turklfii litter, 
and led a prifoner without knowing whither they 
were carrying him, he ftill reckoned on the fa- 
vour of fortune, and hoped the Ottoman Porte 
would affift him with an hundred thoufand men. 
Tabricius haftened to execute his cammiffion, at- 
tended by a janiflary, having firft obtained leave 
from the baflia. At a few miles diftance he met 
the body of foldiers that condu&d Staniflaus. He 
addreffed himfelf to a perfon that rode in the 
midfl of them, clad in a French drefs, and but 
indifferently mounted ; and afked him in the Ger- 
man tongue, where the king of Poland was. The 
peribn to whom he fpoke happened to be Stanif- 
laus himfelf, whole features he could not reedie^ 
undec this djfguife. *4 What I (fays the -kinp 

doiPt 
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don’t yon know me Fabriciu? then informetr 
him of the wretched ccndition in v. hicb 'ihs king 
of Sweden was ; but added, that h.is refolu- 
tions, however unfuccef-ifii], were as determined 
as ever« 

As Sianiilai-s was drawing near to Bender, the 
bafha, wh^> had ret'ur:icd tlnther nfrer h.aving ac- 
companied Charles for {bine miles, lent the king 
of Poland an Arabian horfe, wiih a magnificent 
harnc/s. 

He wds received at Pender amidfr a discharge of 
the artillery ? aiml, excepting his coniinementj 
from which he was not as yet delivered, he had. 
no great canfe to complain of his treatment ** 
Mean while Charles was on his way to Adrianople* 
Nothing was talked of in that town but his late 
battle. The Turks at once condemned and ad- 
mired him; but the dit^an was fo provoked, that 
Jhey threatened to coniine him in one of ths 
iflands.of the Archipelago. 

Staniflaus, king of Poland, from whom I had 
the honour to receive the greatefl part of thefs 
particulars, affured me likewife, tliat a propefid 
was made in the divsn for confining him in one 
of the iilands of Greece-; but the grand feignier 
being mollified, a few months after allowed him 
to depart. 

M. Defaleurs, who could hax^e taken his part,, 
and could have prevented the Turks from ‘^offer^ 

* The good, chaplain, Norbsr^, aijedges thac we aro 
here guilty of a manifeft contradiition, in fuppc4lng, that: 
king Staniilaiis was at once detained aprifoner, and treated 
as a king, at Bender. V/hat I had not tbs poor man dil- 

cernment enough to perceive tliat St is very poilible'^for 
perfon, at one and the fame time, to loaded^vith ho- 
laours and deprived ©f his ilbejty ? 
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sng fuch aa affront to all Chrifthn kint^s, was at 
Conitantmnple ; as waslikevviie M. Poniatowfsv, 
w hole ieitiie and enterprifing genius the divan had 
A.vays dicr.oeo. .v^oft of the Swedes at Adrianopl" 
were in prifon ; and the fultan’s throne feeraed to 
ue inaccehtble to any complaints of the kino- o'® 

^_Thc- marquis fie ?ierriJ!c, who had refided tvith 
•-lUjies at Bencer as a jtnvate agent of France 
was then at Adnanople. Ke sindertook to do 
that prince a piece of I'ert'ico, at a tinre wlirn he 
was abandoned or oppreffed by all the world be- 
In this design he was haj^piiy affiiled by a 
^'rtnen gentiomroi, of an ancient family in Cham- 
pagne, called \ lilConpue, a man of great cou- 
rage, hut who, not hnC:-g a fortune equal to his 
fpirir, and charmed with tb.e fame of the king of 
oweoen, had repaired toTc ky with a view of en- 
•tenn| into the fervire of that prince. 

\yiih the a!;l;iance of this young man, M. de 
Jricrvnie wrote a memorial in the king of Swe- 
den’s name, in which he made his ma ieflv de- 
mand uU!sfaci*in of the fuitar, for the infult * 
whicn, in Ids peribn,- had been offered to all 
crowneci needs, and for the treachery, real or fup,'- ' 
poien, of rne tarn and bailia of Bender. . 1 

In I ins memorial he accufed the vizier and other ' 
mimltcis oi having received bribes from the RiiC, 
nans, impcfed upon the grand feignior, intercep- 
ted tne king s leUers to his highnefs, a.nd of hav- 
ing, by then- arUnces, extorted from the fultan an 
oruer lo contrary^ to the hofpitality of JWuffoI-, - 
niuHs, by Wxiich, ^in direa violation of the Jaws 
of" nations^ and in a manner fo unworthy pf 
great emperor, they had attacked, with tweMyi". , 
thoufana men, a king -^ho h^d. none but, bis’ dp. ' 
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meftics to defend him, End who relied upon the 
facred word of the fukan* 

When this inemorial was drawn np, it was to 
be tranflated into the Turkifli language, and 
written in a particular hand, and upon a certain 
kind of paper, which is always ufed in addrciles to 
the fultan. 

For this purpofe, they applied to feveral Frencli 
interpreters in the town ; but the affairs of the 
king of Sweden were in fuch adefperate fitnation, 
and the vizier was lb much his declared enemy, 

. that not a fingie interpreter would undertake the 
talk. At iail: they found a Granger, whofe hand 
was not known at the Porte, who, having received 
a handfome gratuity, and being fully afTared of 
the mofi: profound fecrecy, tranflated the memo- 
rial into the Turkilh tongue, and wrote it upon 
the right kind of paper. Baron d*Arvidfon, a., 
Swedilh officer, counterfeited the king’s fubfcrip- 
tion. Fierville, who had the royal fignet, ap- 
pended it to the writing; and the whole was, 
, fealed with the anns of Sweden. Villelongue iiii- 
dertook to deliver it into the hands of the grand 
Teignior, as he went to the mofque, according to 
his ufual cukom. The like methods had been 
frequently employed for prefenting memorials to 
the fultan againil: his minifters; but tliatvery cir- 
ciimkance rendered the fuccefs of this enrerprize 
the more precarious, and the danger of the at- 
tempt the more imminent. 

The vizier, who plainly foreiaw that the Swedes 
would demand juftice of the faUan, and ?. ho, 
from 'the unhappy fate- of 'his predecelTors, had 
but too many warnings to provide for his own 
fafety, had given peremptory orders to" allow no 
one to aproach tlie grand feignior’s perfoii, but to 
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fnze all fuch as fliould be about the morqiie with 
petitions in their hands. 

Viiielongue was well apprized of this order, 
and at the fame time knew, that, by breaking it, 
he run the riik of lollng his head. He therefore 
laid afide his Frank^s drefs, aiid put on a Grecian 
habit; and concealing the letter in hisboforr), re- 
paired betiines to the neighbourhoodof the mofque 
to which the grand ieignior relorted. He coun- 
terfeited the madman, and dancing between two 
files of janiifaries, throtigh which the fuitan was 
to pafs, he piirpofely let fomc pieces of money 
drop from his pockets, as if by chance, in order 
to amufe the guards; 

When thcfulian was drawing near, the, guards' 
endeavoured to remove Viiielongue out of the 
way; but he fell on his knees and ftruggled with 
the janifhiries. At iaft his cap fell off, and he 
was difeovered by his long hair to be a Frank. 
He received feveral blows, and was very roughly 
handled The grand feignior, who was at no 
great dil^:ance, heard the fcufhe, and asked the 
caufe of it. Viiielongue cried out with all his 
might, Ammiin ! Amman / Mercy ! pulling the let- 
"ter at the fame time out of bis bofom. The ful- 
tan ordered the guards to let him approach. 
Villelonge inftantly runs up to him, embraces his 
flirrup, and prefents the naemorial, faying, Smd ' 
era'll dan^ The king of Sweden gives -it thee,? 
The fuitan put the letter in his bofom, and pro*; 
ceeded to the molque. Mean time Viiielongue 
was fecured, and impdfoned in one of the exterior 
apartments of the feraglio. 

The fuitan having read the letter upon fsfs 
leaving tiie mofque, relblved to examine the 
foner himfelf. This perhaps will appeaf ibmet- 
‘ . . ' - ■ ' what,; 
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what incredible.: nothing, however, is here ad- 
vanced, but what is vouched by the letters of M* 
de Vilielongue*; and furely, when fo brave an of- 
ficer affirms any thing upon his honour, he me- 
rits, at leaft, fbme credit. Kc anbred ine then that 
the fultan laid afide his imperial garb and turban, 
and difgulfed himfelf like an oincer of the janif- 
faries, a thing which he frequenL’y does. He 
brought along wich him an old man, of the ifland 
of Malta, as an interpreter. By fin’oiir of this 
dilguife, Villelongue enjoyed an honour which no 
Chrihian ambalTador ever obtained. He ' had a 
private conference with the Turkifh emperor for 
a quarter of an hour. He did not fail to repre- 
fent tl^e wrongs which the king of Sweden had fuf- 
fel*ed, to accufe the rninifrers, and to demand fa- 
tisfadion; and all this with fo much the more 
freedom, as in talking to the fiiltan he only 
fuppofed to be talking to his equal. He could 
eafily difeover, notwithfranding the darknefs of 
the prifon, that it was no other than the grand 
feignior himfelf; but this difeovery only made 
him fpeak with the greater boldnefs. The pre- 
'tended officer of the janhraries faid to Villelongue; 
“ Chriftian, be afibred, that the fulian, my dkT- 
ter, has' the foul of axi emperor; and th;.i.r your 
king of Sweden, if he has realbn on his fide, fliall 
obtain juRice,” Villeiongue was fooi^; let nr ii- ' 
berty ; and ia a feW w'eeks after a rudd<,ii char.ge 
took place in the feraglfo, owing, as the 
Swedes affirm, to this conference alone. The 
niufti was depofed; the kani of Tartary was 
baniflied to Rhodes; and the ferafquier bailia of 
Bender v/as coafined in one of iHe iilaiids of the 
^chipeiago^ 
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The Ottoman Forte is fo fubjeft to thefe revo-^ 
lutions, that it is hard to fay^ whether the faitan 
really meant to gratify the king of Sweden by 
thcTe facrifices. From the treatment which that 
prince received, it cannot furely be inferred that 
the Porte had any great inclination to oblige 
Iiini, 

The favourite, A:i Counionrgi, was fiifpedled 
of having brought about ail thefe changesj in or- 
der to ferve his ow'n particular viev/s. The kaai 
of Tartary and the ferarquler of Bender were faid 
to have been banifhed for givisig the king the 
twelve hundred purfes, in contradiction to the ex- 
prefs orders of the grand feignior. Couniourgi 
laifed to the throne of Tartary the brother of the 
depofed kani, a young n.uin of his own age^ who 
had little regard for his brother, and upon whom 
the favourite depended greatly in profecuting the 
wars he had already planned. With refpecl to the. 
grand vizier JuffiifF, he was not depofed till fonic 
weeks after ; and the -titie of prime vizier was be- 
llowed Gu SdiuTaii Baiha, 

■ Truth obliges me to declare, that M. ,de Ville- 
longue and feveral Svyedes alTured me, that all 
thefe great revolutions at the Porte w-ere entiielyr 
owirig to the letter ?;^-hich was prefented to the 
lultan in the kingV name ; vvl'crcas M. de Ficr- 
villc is of a <|uile contrary opinion. I liave feme- 
funes found the like contradiflions in fuch memo- 
rials as iiave been lubniltted to my perufuL la 
ail thefe cafes, . it is the duty of an luftoriari 
honeAIy to narrate the plain matter of fidt, with- 
out endeavouring to dive into the motives j and ; 
to conjinJi himfelf to the relaiion of whW he dpei , 
know, inllead of indulging his fancy in vague con* 
Jeflures, about what be does not know* 

■D Meaa ^ 
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I^Iean \vliile Charles XIL was conduced to the 
little calHe of Demirtafh, in the neighbourhood 
of Adrianople. An innumerable multitude of 
people had crowded to this place to fee the arrival 
of bis inajeity, who w^as carried from his chariot 
to the caille on a fopha 5 but Charles, in order to 
conceal hiiTifelf from the view of tlie populace^ 
pur a cufhicn upon his bead. 

The Porte was ftrcngly folicited to allows him to 
reilde at Demoiica, a little town fix leagues fr;om 
Adrianople, and near the famous river liebrj-s^ 
now called Merizza ; but it was not till after fe- 
veral days that they granted his requeR'. Go, 
(lays Coiimourgi to the grand vizier Soliman) and 
tell the king of Sweden, that he may fray at De- 
motica ail his life long, if he pleafes i but I ^vill 
anAver for him, that, in lefs than a year, he wil! 
V7ant to be gone of his own accord ; take csre^ 
however, not to give him any money.” 

Thus was the king conveyed to the little town 
of Demotica, v^here the Porte allotted him a con- 
fiderable quantity of provifons for himfelf and 
his retinue. But all the money they would grant 
him vvas nve and twenty crowns a-day, to buy 
pork and wine, two kinds of provifons which the 
Turks never furniflr to others. The allowance of 
five huridred crowns a-day,. which he bad enjoyed 
at Bender, was entirely witlidrawn. 

I-Iardiv had be reached Demotica with his little 
court, when the grand vizier Soliirian was de- 
poftd ; and his place by Ibrahim Molla, a 
man of a lugh. fpirlt, of great courage, and uur 
pvditlied manners. It may not be amifs to give a 
fhort (ketch of his biftory, that fo the learder may 
be the better acquainred with the charadfers of all 

tiioie 
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■4hofe viceroys of the Ottoman empire npon whom, 
the forhine of Charles fo long depended* 

He had been a common Tailor till the acceflioa 
•of the faltan Acbmet III. This emperor frenuently 
'diiguiTed himfelf in the habit of a private man^ 
of a prieii:, or a dervice ; and ilipped in the even- 
ing into the coffee-hoafes and other public places 
-of Conifantinople, to hear what the people faid 
ofhimy and what were their opinions concerning 
the affairs of flnte. One day he overheard this 
Molla complaining that the Turkafh fhips never 
■took any prizes, and fwearlng that if he were cap- 
tain of a flip, he would never enter the port of 
Conflantinople without bringing Tome veffel of 
■the infidels along with him. day the grand 

■feignior gave him the command of a Tliip, and 
fent him on a cruize, T!.e new captain returned 
in a few days, with a Maitefe bark and a galley 
of Genoa. In two years time he was appointed 
captain-general of the navy, and at laft grand' 
vizier. As ibon as he had attained his new poll, 
be thought he could eafily difpence with the inte- 
refi: of the favourite, in order to render hiixiielf 
the more neceffary, he formed a fcheme for com- 
mencing a v/ar againil the Ruflians; and with 
this view pitched a tent not far from the place 
where the king of Sweden refided. 

He invited his noajefly to come and fee him,' 
With the new katn of Tartary, and the French . 
ambaffador. The king, whofe pride rofe wall . 
his misfortunes,, confidered it as a moft intolerable 
affront for a fuhjed to fend him an invitatibr. 
He ordered his chancellor Mulleni to go in hi$ 
place ; and, lell the Turks ihould not pay him 
that refped which was due to his royal perfon, or 
^lige him to condefcend to any thing beneath 
D z ¥ib ‘ 
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his dignity, Charles, ?vho was ever In extreme.?, 
took to his bed, which he refolved not to leave 
during his abode at Demotica, '‘i’lils refolutioii 
he kept for ten months, under pretence of lick- 
iiefs ; chancellor Mullern, Grothufen, and cola^ 
xiel Dubens, being the only perfons that were ad- 
initted to his table. They had none of the con- 
veniences with which the Franks are uilially pro- 
vided : all thefe they had lofl: at Bender ; confe- 
quently it could not be expected that tlieir weals 
v/cre ferved with much pomp or elegance. In 
efreef, they were obliged to ferve thenifelves; 
and, during the whole time, chancellor Mullern 
was cook in ordinary. 

While Charles XIL was thus paffing his time 
in bed, he received the difagreeable news of the 
defolation of all his provinces, that lay w’ithout 
the limits of Sweden. 

General Steinbock, who had rendered himfelf 
illuflrious by chafing the Danes out of Scania, 
and beating their belt troops with .a parcel of pea- 
fants- ftiil maintained the glory Gf the SvvcdiOi 
arms. lie defended Pomerania, Bremen, and the 
Ring^s pofTciTiOns in Germany, as long as he was 
able ; but could not hinder the combined army 
of the Danes and Saxons from befivglng Siacic, a 
town of great itrength and importance, fituated 
on the banks of tlie Elbe, in the dutchy of Ere- 
Bien. The town was bombarded and reduced to 
iiOits; and the ganifon obliged to furrender at 
dircretiOD, before Steinbock could come to their 
ailiBance. 

This general, who had about twelve thoufand 
men, of whom the one half were cavairyf purfued 
the enemy, who were twice as numeroos, and at 
tail overtook them in the dutchy of Mecklenburg,^ 

at 
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place called Gadeibufn, near a river of the 
,f:une naoie- It was on the 20th of December 
17 i 2, that he came in fight of the Danes and 
i: 5 axons. He was ieparated from them by a mo- 
rafs. The enerny were fo polled as to have this 
morafs in front, ar.d a wood in their rear: they 
had the advantage of number and fitnatlon ; and 
their camp was utterly inaccc-hble. except acroih 
the moraisj which the Swedes conhl not pais 
without being expoled to the lire of the enemy’s 
ariillery, 

Notwithflanding thefe dlfbculties. Stelnbock 
pabed the morafs at the head of his troops, ad- 
vai 'Ced again Pc the enemy in order of battle, and 
began one oftbe niofl defperate and bloody engage- 
ments which ever happened between thefe rival 
nations. After a fltarp coirEifl for three hoursj the 
Di'.nes and Saxons were entirely routed, and 
obliged to quit the field of battle. • 

It was in this batile that a fon of.Augmbus, by 
the cour'iefs of Konigfmark, known by the name 
of count Saxe, ferved his- apprenticelliip in the art 
of war. This il 3 the fame count Saxe, who had 
afterw'ards the honour to be cbofeii duke of; 
Coiirlnnd, and who wanted nothing but power to 
put hiniiblf in pollciTion of the moll: inconteftible 
right which any man can have to fovereignty,, I : 
mean the unanimous confent of the people, la 
fine, this is the man who hath fiiice acquired a 
more folid glory by faving France at the battle of ^ 
Fonteno)/, conquering Flanders, and merltingthe: 
character of the greateil general of the age. He ' 
coinouanded a regiment at Gadelbufh, and had a 
burro killed under Inm. I have heard him fay, 
that all iTie Swedes kept their ranks I and that, ; 
even after the vidtory w'as gained, ‘and the firfi . 

D '3 
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lines of thefe brave troops faw tb.eir. enemies King; 
(lead at tiieir feet^ there was not fo much as a 
ilngle Swede that durfr ftoop to frrip them, till; 
prayers had been read in the iield of battle ; fa 
snilexiblv did they adhere to that ilri^ diicipline 
which their king had taught them. 

Alter the vidoiy, Steinbeck, remembring that 
the Danes had laid Stade in afhes> refolved to re- 
livlhU'e on Altcna, a town belonging to the king 

Denmark. Aitena ftaiids below Hamburg, on, 
the banks of the Elbe, which can convey fnips of 
fonfiderable burthen into its harbour. The king 
of Denmark had indulged this town with many 
privileges, hoping to make it, one day, a place of 
great trade; and indeed the indulby of the inha- 
bitants, encouraged by the prudent meafarcs of 
the king, had already railed them to fuch opu- 
lence, that Altena began to be reckoned in th® 
number of rich and comnierclai cities. Hamburg 
grew jealous of this rival in trade, and earneTily 
for its deRru£lion, When Steinbock came- 
m fight of Altena, he fent a trumpet to acquaint 
the inhabitants that they mighto retire with as 
many of their effecls as they could carry c?fF, for 
that he meant to raze their town to the foun- 
darion. 

The niagiilrates came and threw them lei ves at 
his feet, and oS^ered him an hundred thou/aiid 
crowns by way of ranfom. Steinbock demanded 
two hundred thoufand. The inhabltaats begged 
that they might have time at leaii, to fend to 
their correfpondents at Hamburg, alluring him 
that next day the money fhould be paid him ; bob 
the Swedilh general replied, that they mull 
give it inhantly, or he would immediately fet Ak 
tena in dames. 

His. ■ 
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His troops were already in the fuburbs, with 
torches in their hands. The town had no other 
defence but a poor wooden gate, and a ditch al- 
ready Hlied up. The wretched inhabitants were 
therefore obliged to leave their houfes at mid- 
night, on the ninth of January 1715. The ri- 
gour of the feafon, which was then exceHlve, was 
ftili farther increafed by a ftrong north- wind, 
which ferved at once to fpread the tiames through 
the town with greater violence, and to render ‘the 
miferies of the poor people, who were expofed in 
the open fields, the more intolerable. Men and 
women, w'eeping and wailing, and bending under 
their heavy loads, fled to the neighbouring hills, 
which were covered with fnow. The paliied old 
men were tranfported on the flioulders of the 
young. Some women, newly delivered, fied with 
their tender babes in their arms, and perilhed to- 
gether on the naked roclc, turning their langiii/lfing 
eyes towards their dear country, which was now 
wrapt in iiames. The Swedes fet fire to the town, 
before the inhabitants had entirely k-fr it. The 
conflagration o-^ntinued hoin midnight till ten in 
the morning. The houfes being m.oitly of wood, 
were entirely confumed ; and next day there was 
not the kail- vefiige of a town remaining. 

The aged, the fick, and women of tender con- 
fdtutions, who had lodged on the fiiow while 
their houfes were in fiarnes, at iafi made a fliift 
to crawl to the gates of Hamburg, where they 
befoiight the inhabitants to receive them within 
the walls, and thereby to fave their lives. But 
this favour was denied them, becaufe fome con- 
tagious diiiempers were known lately to hate' 
raged in Altena ; and the Hamburgers had not fo 
great a regard for the inhabitants, as to run the rifk 
D 4 of- ' 
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of having their own town infecled by admit ting 
foch dangerous guefts. Thus the greateil part of 
thefe unhappy people exp.ired under the walls of 
Hamburg, calling on heaven to witncfs the bar- 
barity of the Swedes, and the {till greater inliu- 
manity of the Hanibiirgers, 

All Germany exdainied againil: this outrage* 
Tne mlniicers and generals of Poland and Den- 
mark wrote to count Steinbeck, reproaching him 
with an s£t of cruelty, committed wirhoiii: necelh 
firy, and incapable of any excufe, which could 
not fail to provoke heaven and earth againft 
him. 

Steinbeck replied, that he never would havt 
pulhed matters to fuch extremities, had it noij 
been with a view to teach the encndcs cf the king 
his matter not to make war, for tlie future, like 
barbarians, but to pay foi'ne rezi'sd to tl-.c Ir.vvs 
of nations ; that they had filled Ponuranhi -uilh. 
their cruelties, laid waite that beautiful piovir:ce« 
and fold near an hundred thoufand of its Inhabi- 
tants to the Turks; and that the torches which 
Imd laid Altena in allies were no piore than jult 
repri fills for the red-het bullets which had dd'- 
ilrcyed Stade. 

,Such was, the ini placable refentment with, which 
the Swedes and their enemies carried on the v/nr* 
Hud Charles appeared in Pomerania at this time, 
he might pofiibly have retrieved his ruined for- 
tune. liis ai'mies, though removed at: fo great 
a diuance hom hisperfon, were irili animated by 
Ids fpirit; but the abience of a prince is ahvays 
prejudicial to his sfrairs, and hinders his fu bjcfls 
friim making the proper ufe of their victories. 
Steinbeck loll by piece-meal what he had gained 
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By thofe fignal Ei6lk)ns, wbichj at a happier jane- 
tare, would hai’e b'eeri dccifive. 

Vidorlous as he was, he could not prevent the 
jundlioa of the Ruflians, Danes, and Saxons, 
The combined army of thefe allies feb:ed upon hi^ 
quarters. He loft fome troops in feveral little 
skirmlihes- Two thoufand of his men were drown- 
ed in pafiing the Eider, as they were going to 
ti'cir winter-quarters in Holflein^ and all r'lefb 
in a country fiirrounded on every fide by 
power-ill enemies, were utter])- irreparable. 

He endeavoured to defend the dutchy cd" i-lol- 
liein againfl the Danes: but. norwilhitanding all 
his prudent rneirmres and vigorous efforts, the 
country, was lofr, his whole army ruined, and 
hsmfblf taken priu>ner. 

Poinerarjia, all bat Stmlfund, the ifle of Ru- 
gen, and Rine neigl'.bourlug places, being left 
defencekTs, bec£i\:e a prey to the allies, and was 
faqaeke: cd in t/ie hands of the king of Fnifiia* 
E:'en:en was filed vdth Daniih rarrilhns. At the 
farr.c time, th^e Rufinns over-ran Finland and 
beat the Swedes, who, being now difi'-orfecl and 
inferior in point of number, began to lofe that 
fuTreiioriiy over their enemies w'bich they had 
poikiled at th-e commencernenr of the ivar. 

To complete r.he ro is for tunes of Sweden, the 
Idng reiolved to Itay at Dcmotica, and ftili Hal- 
tered hiiEifelf with the delufive hopes of obtairdug 
fifniu-nce Irom tb.e Turks, in whom he ought no 
longer to have repofed any conf.deiice. 

Ibrahim Moila, that bold vizier, who bad been 
fo obllii'iarely bent on a war with the RuillanSy 
in opj^of^tion to the Hivourite, wa^ iirangled hi 
one of the pailages of the feraglio,^ 
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The place of vizier was become fo dangerous,, 
thiit li'.; one would venture to accept of it; and 
of c-'iifef'Uence it continued vacant for fix months. 
At lair the favourite, Ali Coumourgt, alfLimedthe 
title of grand vizier. This meafarc gave a fetal- 
blow to all the hopes of the kirig of fev eden, who 
knew Ciouiisourgi lb miiCti the bettej, ■ 

bad really been obliged to him for feme feitndl;;- 
offices, when the interefr of the fevoiirlte aud that 
of his n;a;eP.y hsppsned to c -f.ucide. 

Charles h.ad now been cisven nnontr.s at De- 
rr.otiea, buried in floth and ob'ivk n. This ex- 
treme ir.dc-ieiicc urceediiig lb fiidd .nly to the moll: 
violet;; exerclfes, luni at laft given him the difeafe 
pvhich he had formerly feigned. The report of 
’hi.s death was fpread over all Europe. The conn- 
c’.I of J’cgency, whicli lie had titaol'iite;: at Stock- 
boim when he left his capital, no longer received 
any difpatcl-.es from him.. The fenate came in a 
be.dv to the priucefs Uhica Eleonora, the king’s 
jifter, and entreated her tf* take the regency inta 
h.-.r own hands, during her brother’s abfence. 
S.he accepted the pk.i-'Tu ; bat nnding that the 
fenate intended t.;. ibico her to make a j.eace with 
the czar and the king of IDenmark, and well 
1 nowincr ihsc her broth ;f would never approve of 
fuch a^'roeaffire, fi-.e r.yfe'ied the regency, and 
wrote a full and cl'cauiiii.-nial account of the 
whttle matter to rite it ng, in luiity. 

Charles received Ids iiller’s packet at Dcinotica. 
The arbin-arv principies wliich he liad luc.het! in 
with his r.v'thc-r’s milk, nnicle him forget that 
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GorijiiDiflion. He confidered that refpeclabk body 
as no beti;er tha’o. a pared of nieiiiai fervaiits, who 
wanted to ullirp the coitiniand of the houfe iii 
their maifer’s abience. He wrote to them, that if 
they preicnded to afibrne the reins of governn^ent, 
lie would fenvi them one of his boots ^ from wliidx 
he would oL-I ige them to receive their orders. 

To prevent, therefore, thefe attempts (as he 
thoiigr.t them) upon his aiithoriry in Sweeien, nod 
to defond his kingdom now in the lafr extrerriity, 
deprived of all hopes of afinrance foom the Otto- 
man Porte, and relying on hhrfolf alone, he fig- 
riined to the grand visier his defrre of departing, 
and returnirfg by the way of Germany. 

M. Hefaleurs, the French amhalfodor, who was 
charged with the aiTairs of Sweden, made tlie pr-a>- 
pcfol. Well, (fays the 'viaier to count Dcfa- 
leurs) did not I tell you, that in lefs than a year 
the king of Sweden would beg it as a favour, to- 
be allowed to depart? Tell him he may either go 
©r fray as he •deafo? ; but let him come to a fijced , 
refohiilon, and ap-point the day of his departure,, 
that he may not bring us into fuch anorber 
ferape a-s that of Ben.qer.^’ 

Count Defaleurs ibftened the harfiinefs of this- 
anfwer, when he reported it to the king. 7'ho 
day was accordingly nzed. Bat, before he woiiid^ , 
q-uit 'Furky, Charles refolved to difplay the pomp 
of a great, king, though involved in ail the difii- 
caltii-s of a fugitive- prince. He gave Grothu fen 
the tirle of his ambaffodor extraordinary, and fenr 
him with a retinue of eighty perfons, all Tichly 
drelTcds to rake his leave in form at the Porte. 

The fpleiidoiir of this embady was only ex- ' 
needed- by"' the meannefs of the iliihs which fh*e 
B 6 ' king ; 
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king was obliged to employ, in order to colIeS a 
fain of money fuiScknt to defray the e.xpencs 
of if. 

M. Defaleiirs lent hrn f;)rty crowns. 

Orothnfen had agents at ConuCJUino. -le, who 
borro'ived in his name, at the rale of '-i-iry frr 
am. interell, a thouiand crowns of a T:;v, two 
hundred pilioles of an Eriglifli rocrcbar.:, and a 
tlioufirid livres ofa Turk. 

Sy there means they procured wherewitna: to 
enable them to aa the f nendid fkree of :he S -e- 
diihcmbaiiy before the divan. Grolhufen received 
at the Forte all the honours that ere uiiialiy paid 
to ambaliadors extraordinary on the day of ih-ir 
audience. The de%n of all lids parade was only 
to obtain money from the grand viider; but that 
miniiler was inexorable. 

Grothufen made a propofal for borrowing a 
nilllioii from the Porte. Tire v;zier niufvcred 
coldly, tliat his mailer knew how to give, when 
he thought proper; but that is was beneurh Ids 
dignity to lend : that the king f:ould be Aipulied 
with plenty of every thing necefp ry for his jour- 
r.ey. in a manner vrortriy of the pei tiiat fent 
him back: and that the Porte, p--;h::::u nhgat, 
even make him a prsf;nt io gold b .ki'un though 
he wo'.ild net have him depend upon it for cer- 
tain. 

At laft, on the firfl day cf Oclob^jr it:.;- the 
king of Sweden let out on journey, A v.-y.igl 
baduu vAth fix chiaoux, came ro atrend him from 
the callle of Dcmirtafli, where he liad f Alded few 
iVvTe days pair. The bafha predated him, in the 
nesne of the grand [eignior, a large tent of 
fiiudit embroidered vviih gold, a fab re whole 

handls 
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handle was let with jewels, and cigiit beaiUifbl 
Arabian horfes, with nne iaddles, and Ib'i'rnps of 
iXiBiiy gold. It is not beneath the dignity of hif- 
tory to obfervc, that the Arabian groom, who 
took care of the hortes, gave the king an account 
of their genealogy; a ciif:c in which hath. long 
prevailed anaong thefe people, who feeni to be 
more atienriv's to the nobiiity of horJcs than of 
reen ; which after all, perhaps, is not fo unrea- 
as theie arninuls, if the breed is kept flee 
iVoin interinlvture, are nerer known * to dege- 
nerate. 

T;e co;v'oy ccn filed of fixty loaded waggons, 
zvid three hundred horfe. The cnpigi baOia being 
iiuori'ieu ti'ii'.' iCvcs'ti 1 Turks had lent money to 
the king of Swcderfs aitendants at an immode- 
rate intei'C-d-, told his majefly that ufury was for- 
bid by the khdiorrietari law ; he therefore en- 
treafed him to linuidate ail thefs debts, and to 
order his refident at ConTtantinople to pay no 
imore than tlie caphai. ‘P Ik';-, (ky^ i-'ic- kii-'g) if 
any of my fervants have given bills for sn hun- 
dred crowns.;%l r. ill pay rhcir., though they lliouid 
not even have recei.'jd ten.” 

lie made a prcpicfai to his creditors to follow 
hiai, adhi'ing rhem at the fame time, that he 
not only pay their debts, but likewifc. in- 
demniiy them for the expence of the journey, 
ikvei'al of them went to bwtden ; and Grothuiea 
was comniiOiofied to fee them pnuL 

Jn order lo ihcw tlic greater Jclerence to their 
royal gueft, ihc Turks made l}im travel by very 
hK-rt irages ; hut this How and re/])e£t/hl moriofi 
was ill-fi.iired to the impatierU Ipirit of the kings. 
Duriitg the journey, he got up at three in the 
niOi’iilng, acvording to his ulual cuilomr As fbon 

as 
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Sls he WR.S clrefo!, he ^vent hiinfelf r^nd avrakcncd 
the tiiid chiacux, and bei-an to march in 

the dirk. The Turkhli vmc aiiTcintcd 

with this new manner of travcKiag ; bui Charles 
took pleaibre in iiialiing them an::afy, and 
th'U he ihoiild at leafr be a UtLlc le-vern^ed on 
them, for liieir behavzenr to hiitrat Eeniier. 

About the time that Charles reached the Ren- 
tiers ofTurkvjf Staniilans was lea^ i;:g them, tho^’ 
by a ditFcrent road, and £oi;ig into Geianar.y. 
with a view of retiring into the dhichy of Deux- 
Ponts, a province bez-derii g on the pnh::n;.te of 
Aliace and the Rhine, and which has bd.emed to 
the kings of S^;cJea ei'er f.nce Charles- K, the 
fiiccelibr of Chriitina, united it to his cr^n.vn. 
Charles aiTigned Sranhlahs the revt-nue of this 
duteby, which wa: ihen valued at about Aventy 
thoufand crowns. Such was the final refult of fa 
many projeRs, and e^^pedlarions ! Staidilivus 
both could and would have cor; eluded an advaa* 
tagecua treaty with had not the in- 

Ecofible obifinacy of ,C‘- cries made him lofe his- 
lands ar.ci real eih-.m in Polaiid, in errder to pre- 
fer v e r hi e e m p t y t i : le of king. 

This prince cr-n'ir.ncd toTotl.de in the cutchy 
of Dea:=i:-Ponts till the death ol' Charles Xli. \^hen 
that province reu.ining to a prince of the Pa- 
latine Andly, he cheii to reHre to \VbIb:nbi.irg5 
a place heloiiging to the ifrencii hi Aliiire. M'. 
Stiai, AuguiU;s’s envoy, enrereu u co{r.];]u'n: on 
thishtad t'i Rieduke of Oneans, rcgeiU of Friiiue. 
The duke made him this remarkubje :mf\er : 

Sir, let the kirg your ioafter know, that i'd'a fjc>2 
hath ne -cr reRbedrn alyhuri to kini;s ia dilh-uR/’ 
k'/hen the kii^g of SweJe-'i arrived on thr irfut-* 
tiers of Germanvy he had ihc pk^kire to hiajv 

ih:;^ 



© F 


e H A H L E S XIL 


sliat the erhperor had g'h'en orders to receh's 
him in every part of his doa:i:>ions a be- 

coming magnincence. The tc%\ns and vihages 
through which the qiic-rter-iv-ar^L"i had rfrcviouliy^ 
fixed Ids route, made greai preparatieiis- for re- 
ceiving him ; every , one Durned V‘ r'n Lr- patience 
td fee this extraordinary man, who^e and 

iTusmrtji^es, whole moir trifling adlions, and even 
■Jils ktepii g his bed, had made fo great a imlfe Im 
Europe am! Ada, Bet Charles had no Iiicilrmricri 
to 1: 


bear the fatif-ne of 


> f :ii4 


.p!S ;.:onr';i r no 
or to exhibit as a public fr-nnacie the ;■ v.shcv of 
Bender. On the contrary, he had rcfolved never 
tore entor Stoclvhohri, until he li.cxld have re* 
paired his h)fh-s by a change of f-r.u-ne. 

As foon as he arrived at Tor^nv'ii::. on the con- 
fines of Tranfilvania. lie took Irave of his Tuvkhl: 
convoy; and then adbinbling his :;.-:erchnit'; in a 
barn, he told them net to give ihemfelves any 
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He (hunnjch as much ns poBibie, tlie ternro- 
lies of his ftcret or declarer enend- s, taking the 
road rl-tt-ough Hungary, Moravia, Aiiftnc, Bava- 
ih^ PaHduafC; Weftphalia, mvl 
Meek- 
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as he was dreflod, he went hurifelf and nwahc-necF 
the capi^i and chhcux, and hei,‘an to march in 
the d:i"k. The TurkiH^ gKicky was airi’nntcd 
With this new manner o:' travdiia^ : btu Charles 
took plealhre la them ar.;d Kiid^ 

that he ihould at Ica-l: be a Hide revernwd on 
themj for their bebavionr -to hiJii''at Bender. 

About the time diat Charles reached the fron- 
tiers cfTurky^ Staniilaiis was them, tho^' 

by a different road, and into Germanyy 

with a view of retiring into the daichy “ Deux- 
Ponts, a province harden, g on the paiariinxc of 
Allace and the Rhine? and vddeh has bek nyi:d to 
the kings of 3--'-;Jen e^er fince Char.U.;: >L the 
fucceilbr of Chriltina, united it fo his cr.; ''. in 
Charles aligned .Stanifiaus the revenue of this- 
diilchy, which wd.z ti'.en valued at about fevenry 
thoufand crowns, duch was the final renilt of fa 
many projefrs, wars, and cxpcRaiioi. ■ ! Srardilaus 
both could and w'ould have. concluded an advan- 
tageous treaty with Aiigullus, had not the ir>- 
fiCxible obltir.acy of Ci^arles n^ade him lofe his 
lands a;td real efi::re in Tolruid, in rrder to pre** 
ferve ube empt y ride of king. 

This, priiice c'uuinned to reflde in the Jntchy 
of DcLir- Fonts till the death of Charles XI. i. when 
that province retvndng to a prince of the Pa- 
latine family, he chefr to rckre to w' jlAmburg, 
a place helonging to the Flinch in Aliace, XL 
Sum, AugnAnsX envoy, enrercu a coiojd.dnt on 
this head u, rhe duke of Orleans, regent of France, 
The duke made him this reinui kable nnlXer : 

Sir, let the kii'g your mafter know, that r ra.nco 
harii nerer relufrdra afrlain ro kings in diilrcAP' 

Whcii the king of Sweden arrived on thr fron- 
tiers of GcririaiiVj he had the plesLu'e to heaiv 
. ' ■ , that 
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ihd.t the emperor had given ftiifi orders to receive |'l 

him in every part of his corns :* ion s vviih a be- 
coming magnificence. The reruns and villages 
through Vrdrch the qua rter-mauers hud previou% | 

ixed hij roiitCj made great preparations for re- | 

ceiving him 5 every, one burned vim impatience | 

to fee this £:;iraordinan' man, whole vlccories and' I 

jriismrtencsj whole moil trining adioiiSj and even 
.bis keepli g his bed, had made fb great a nohe in ^ 

Europe and Aha. But Charles had no inciiniitioa 
to bear tl-e fklig.-e of all ibis pomp and pageantry^, ] 

or to exhibit as a public ipedacle the priibner of | 

Bender. C)a the coiiini-iy; he had icfoived neve^^ .i 

to re enter Stockhob.n, uiitil he have re** ^ 

paired his lolibs by a change of fortune. 

. As foon as he arrived at Targowitz, on the con* 
fin-js of Tranfilvania- he took Ir-nve of his 7'uikifh 
convoy; and then aiiemblbig his attendants in a r | 
barn, he told them net ro give ?hcmfelves any I 
. concern about him, but to prorecd with all poA | 

libie expedition to Sirahiind in Pomerania, on the | 

coail of the Bakick, dlltanr from Targowkz about | 

tb ree h undr-c d* ] c agu c s, I? 

’ He took nobody with him but two ofHcers,, , f 
Rokn and During, and parted chearftilly with the | 

reft of his attendants, uho were ikied with, aflo- ’ , | 

Diiliment, finrow, and apprehenfion. By way of | 

difguiie, he put on a black wig, concealing Ms | 

own hair, v/hicii he always wore underneath it, a | 

gold laced het, a grey coar, .and blue cloak, and i 

airnmijig tlse name of a German oScer, rode poft 
with his two fcllow-iravdlers. ’ ’ 

He I'h finned, as much as poflible, the territo* 
lies of his fecret or declared enemies, taking ! he ' M 
road rhVoiigh Hungary, Moravia, Auftria, Bava- 
Y/irlemberg; the FalvUMatCj Weitphalia, an<i 

Meek- ^ 
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Mecklenburg; by which means he afmoft niacr^ 
the complete tour of Gcrmanj^ and lengthened 
his journey by one half. Having rede the who!e 
frfr day, without intcrniilHon, young Rin'ingj, 
who was not fb much inured to ihef: exccnlve fa- 
tigues, fainted away as he was dif'-eunf ng. Tne 
king, who was determined not to hah- a morncrit 
by the road, asked During as foon as he had re- 
covered, how iiiuch money he had? ‘‘ About a 
thouland crowns in gold,^* replies During. Thra 
give me one half of it, (fays the king; I fee y cm 
are nor able to follow me, I fhall f:ii:h the jour- 
ney by myfelf.'’ During begfzed he would be fo 
good as to tarry but ibr three ho?.nsj afiiring 
him, that by that time he lliculd he able to re- 
mount Ins horfe and attend his ninjetly, ir id en- 
treated him to reileo: on imminent fh'ugers to 
which he would expcie hiirml: by travi-liing ak ne. 
The king was inexorable. He made him ph-c him 
the five hundred crewne, and called fer ’irr'e;-. 
During, ftarticci at this rcDlution, berrrn g^.: him- 
felf of an innocent itratagem. He rcok kv: ';:r.dD 
mafier afide, and pointing to the iing: ** T'his 
gentleman (Hys he) is my con fin : we uic gulng 
together upon the fame bufioefs; he fees ti;u? I 
am indl/pofd, and yet he will not wait for -rv hur 
h^r three hours: pray, giveniin the v. owl hm-h; in. 
your liabie; and let n;e have a chariot, or pefi;- 
chalfed’ 

He dipt tw'o ducats info the poff-mafie-h- hn:;;?, 
who punctually obeyed his orders. Ihu; biaf; h;,d 
a lame and reltive I^orie, upon w!dc;> he out 
alone at ten at night, amidil darkn^f, fuiw, 
wind, and rain. His fellow-traveller, a:Dr 
ing liept a few Koue^s, began to follow Khn in a 
cbaE-iot, with good horfs* He had not rode many 
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ItiiilleSs when, at day-break, he overtook the king» 
who not being able to make hrs beail iviovo on* 
was travelling on foot to the next iiage, 

Clia-Ic:; was obliged to get into During’s chalfej 
where he flept iipon the hraw. Tims they 
continued the journey without intermlillon, by 
'day on horfeback, and ficeping by night isi a 
chaife. . . 

Having travelled for fixtcen days, during whixh 
they had mere than once been in danger of 
taken,; they arrived at Jail, on the twenty fin: of 
November tjix, at the gates of Straliliud, about 
one in the morning. 

The king called out to the centinel, and told 
him that he was a courier dilpatebed from Turky 
by the king of Sweden, and that he niufc unme* 
diately fpeak V'^ith general Ducker, the governor* 
The centinel faid that it was too late 5 th:il‘tbe 
governor was gone to bed; and that he muft 
v/ait till break of day. 

The king replied, that he came upon bufineft 
of importance, and that, if they did not infrantly 
go and awakeg the governor, they fnoold all be 
ptinirued next morning. At lail a ferjeant went 
and called up the governor, Ducker imagined 
that it might poffibly be one of the king’s gene- 
rals : the gates -were opened; and the courier in- 
troduced into the governor’s chamber. 

Docker, \vho was iiill half afleep, asked him; 

What news of the king of Sweden r’’ The king, 
taking him by ihe arm, ’ What, (fays he to 
Pucker) have my mofi: faithfu! fubjeds forgot , 
me The governor recollected the king, though 
he could not believe liL own eyes ; and jumping 
out of bed. embraced his m after’s knees w'Uh 
Sears c4' joy. 'i'he news or this luippy event were. 

f]>read, 
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ipread througb the to\vn in a moment. Every 
body got up. The foldiers flocked about the go- 
vernor's houfe. The ilreets were croud ed with 
peopicj asking each othes', whether the king was 
really come. All the windows were ilium inatedj 
and the conduits ran with wlncj aniidil: the blaze 
of a thoufaud flambeaus, and the repeated dlf«- 
charges of the artillery. 

Mean while tlie king was put to bed, which 
was more than he had Been for fixteen days be- 
fore. Kis legs ivere fo much fwoHen with the 
great fatigue he had undergone, that, irdlsad of 
pulling, they were obliged to cut off his boot's^ 
As he had neither linnen nor cloatlis, they imme- 
diately furnifhed him with Rich a wardrobe as the 
town could afford. Alter he had fiept a few 
hours, he rofe and went direftly to review his 
troops, and vlfit his fortifications. And that very 
day, he. difpatched orders into all parts, for re- 
newing the war againfi: his enemies with greater 
vigour than ever. All thefe particulars, which 
are fo confiftent wdth the extraordiiiary charafler 
of Charles XXL were firfi: communif ared to me by 
M. Fabricius, and afterwards confirmed by count 
Croifiy, ambafikdor to the king of Sweden. 

Europe was now in a condition very different 
from that in which it was when Charles left ir^ 
in 1709. 

The war which had fo long raged in the South, 
that is, in Germany, Eiigland, Holland, France, 
Spain, Portugal and Italy, was now at an end. The 
general peace which fucceeded was owing to forno 
private intrigues in the court of England. The 
earl of Oxford, an able minifier, and lord Bo- 
lingbroke, one of the greateft geniufes, -rand one 
of the moil eloquent orators of the age, bad got 

the 
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^lie better of the duke of Marlborough, and pre« 
vailed upon the queen to make- a peace with Lewis 
XIV. France being no longer at war with Eng- 
landy foon obliged the other powers to come to 
an accommodation. 

Philip ¥, thegrandfon of Lewis XIV. began to 
teign in peace over the ruins of the Siianhli mo«- 
joarchy. The emperor of Germany, now become 
inafter of Naples and Flanders, was firmly efla- 
bliOied in his vail dominions: and Lewis XIV* 
ieenned to aim at nothing higher than to fnifnhis 
long career of glory by a peaceable end. 

Anne, queen of England,, died on the tenth 
of Auguft 1714, hated by half tlie nation, for 
having given peace to fo many kingdoms. Her 
brother, James Stewart, an unhappy prince,, ex- 
cluded from the throne almoil at his birth, not 
being in England at that time to claim the fuc- 
cefiion, which new laws would have conferred upoa 
him, if his party could have prevailed; George L 
eledlor of Hanover^ was unaniaionlly acknow- 
ledged king of Great Britain. The throne de- 
volved to that not by right of bloody tbo’^ 

defeended from a daughter of James, but by vir» 
tue of an ad of parliament. 

George, advanced in years when he was called 
to reign over a people whofe language he did not 
underftand, and to whom he was an utter ilran- 
ger, he confidered himfeif rather as eledor of 
Hanover than king of England. AJi his ambidoa 
was to aggrandiize his German dominions. He 
commonly went once a-year to vifit bis heFeditaiy 
fubjeds, by whom he was adored. In other re-* 
fpe£ts, he took more pleafure in living like a pri- 
vate man^ than like a mighty fovereign. , The > 
pomp of royalty appeared to him aii|iofupport« 
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Rble burden. He pafTed his time wifn a fsw^old 
courtiersj wirb wboR) he lived in great iaaiillariry. 
He was not the king that made the greatcil: f gers 
iii Europe; but he wvas one of the wifeif princes 
oftbeagCj and perhaps the on];- one that 
how to enjoy on a throne the pleafurcs of friend- 
ifliip and private life. Such were the principal 
nionarchs, and fuch the lituation of the foutli of 
Europe. 

The revolutions- that happened in the North 
■were of another nature. The in tha; part 

of the world w^ere engaged in wrr, and leagued 
together againff the king of Sweden. 

Auguilus had been long refcored to the throne 
of Poland by the ailifrance of the czar, and with 
the joint con fen t of the emperor of Germany^ of 
Anne of England, and of the 'rhoj 

though guarantees of the treaty of AliTar.ftid^ 
■when Charles XiL was able to iinpoie laws, 
thought themfelves abfolved from that obi Iga 
when they had nothing more to fear from him. 

But Auguftus did not enjoy an unJifrurbed au- 
thority. No fooncT .was he icftare** to the throne, 
than the people's apprehenfions of arbitrary power 
began to revive. The whole nation was in arms 
to oblige hirn to conform to the paaa con^mta^ a 
facred contract betw'ecn the king aiid pec;:!::, who 
feemed to have reeslied their ihvercipn :b:' other 
purpefe than to declare war agaiiiil him. In the 
beginning of thefs troubles, the naiiie of StapiN 
laus was not once mentioned ; his parry 'cemed 
to be annihilated; and the Foies rctcincvl no 
other remembrance of the king of Sv. eden than 
as of a toireiir, which, in the violence cd' its 
co'urfe, had cccahoned a temporary ebanye in the 
face of nature. 


PllItOWE 
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Pultowa and the abfence of Charles XIL had 
occafioned the fall not only of Stanifiaus, but alia 
of the duke of Holftein, Charles’s nephew, who 
had lately been defpolled of his doa^iinions by 
the king of Denrn?.;k, The king of Sweden had 
had a nriccre regard for the father, and, of con- 
fequeoce, could not fail to be deeply affected with 
the irdsfortanes cf tlie fon 5 the rather, as, glory 
being the end of sli his addons, the fall of tbofe 
princes whom he had either made or reflored, gave 
him as much pain as the lofs of his own pro-, 
vinces* 

Every one was at liberty to enrich hioifelf with 
the ruins of Charles’s fortune. Frederick William, 
the new king of ITuina, who Teemed to be as fond 
of war as his father had been of peace, was the 
firfl who put in for his fhare of the fpoils. He 
feized Stctln and part of Pomeraiiia, as an equi- 
valent for four hundred thoufand crowns which he 
had ad vanced to the czar and the king of Den- 
mark. George, eleilor of Hanover, now be- 
come king of gland, had like wife lequeftered 
into his bands the dutchy cf Bremen and Verden, 
which the king of Denmark had aihgned to him 
as a depoht for fixty fhoiifand piiroles'^. In this 
manner were divided rhe fpoils of Charles XiL 
and whoever poifeifed any of his dcniiiiions as ' 
pledges, became, from their felfiih and interefted , 
views, as dangerous enemies as thole who had 
taken them from him* 


The EngliHi parliament afterwards granted a fum of 
money to complete the purchafe; and thus Bremen and 
Verden wei’^ fecured to the houfe of - Hanover. • This ac- 
quisition may be confidered as the firft link of that political 
chain by which Great Britain hath been dragged back and 
faft bound to the coinintni^ , 

4 With. 




The history 


70 

With regard i'o the czar, he was dot3btle& ths 
snoil; formidahle of all his enemies* His former 
Ioffes, his viilorbs, I -is ^'ery faiirts, his 11 n remit ted, 
perfeverance ia acquiring knowlege, and in coni** 
mimicating that knowlege to bis fabjects, and his 
incefTsiit labours, had juftly entitled him to the 
charaderof a. great man* Rigaivss already takenj 
liivoniay Ingria, Carelia, half of Fizilandj and all 
the provinces that had been conquered by Charles^ 
anceiiors, were now fubjeded to the Ruiiian yoke^ 

Peter Alexiowitz, who, twenty years before, 
had not a fingle velTel in the Baltick, now faw 
liimfelf mafter of thofe feas, with a fleet of thirty 
flilps of the line. 

One of thefe fliips had been built by his own 
hands. He was the bed carpenter, the bed ad- 
miral, and the bed pilot in the North. There 
was not a difficult padage from the gulph of 
Bothnia to the Ocean, vrhich he had not foundedv 
And, having thus joined the labours of a common 
Isifor to the curious experiments of a philofopher, 
and the grand defiglis of an emp^or, he arrived, 
by degrees- and a courle of vi^iories, to the rank 
of admiral, in the fame manner as he had become 
a general in the land-fervicc. 

. While prince Galliczen, a general formed un- 
der his aufpices, and one of thofe who feconded 
his enterprizes wdth the great-rd vigour, com- 
pleated the reduFtioa of Finland, took the town 
of Vafa, and beat the Swedes, the emperor put 
to da, in order to attempt the conquefl of Aland, 
an ifland in the Baltick, about iwdve leagues 
from Stockholm. 

He fet out on this expedition in the ""beginning 
•of July 1714, while his rival Charles XiL rvas 
ieepiDg his bed at Demotica. Ke embarked at 

Chrosi- 
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Cronflotj an harbour which he had built a few 
years before* about four miles from Peteifoiirg. 
The new harbour, the neec, the ofiicers, the fai« 
lors, -were all tlie v;ork of his own bauds; and 
wherever he turned his eyes, he could behold nc« 
thing but what he himfelf had, in fome meafure,, 
created. . ' 

On the fifteen th. of July, the Rufhan jSeet, coii« 
fifring of thirty flilps of the line, eighty galHes, 
and an hundred half-galiies, reached tlie coair of 
Aland, On board of thefe ihips were twenty 
thoufand foldiers: admiral Aprsxin was comman- 
der in chief ; and the RulTmn emperor ferved as 
rear-admiral. On the fncteenth the Swedifh fleet, 
commanded by vice-admiral Erinchild, came up 
with the enemy ; and, though weaker than them 
by two thirds, maintained a flglit for the fpace of 
three hours. The czar attacked the admirals 
Hijp, and took her after a fliarp engagement. 

The fame day he landed fixteen thoufand men 
on theifle of Aland; and having taken 2 number 
of Swediili foldiei*??, that had riift been able to get. 
on board of Erincbeld’s Beet, he carried them off 
in his own Ihips. Ke returned to his harbour of 
Cronilot with Erincheld^s large fhipa three othexs 
of a .lefs fize, one frigate, -and fix galiies, all 
which he had taken in the engagement. 

From Cronliot he fet fail for Peter/burg, fol- 
lowed by his own vidorious fleet, and the iliips 
he had taken from the enemy. On his arrival at 
Peterfourg, he was fainted by a triple difeharge of 
an hundred and fifty pieces of cannon. He then 
made a triumpliant entry, which flattered his Va^ 
siity iViIi mo-je than that at Mofeow*. as he received 
thefe honoufs in bis favourite city, a place where 
but ten years before there was not a fingle hut* 

* 5 and 
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End where now there were thirty-four tlioufanrf 
five hundred houfes; in a word, as he favv hiai« 
at the head not only of a viclorious navy, but 
what is more, of the iirfr Ruffian fleet that had 
ever appeared in the Baitick, and amidil the ac- 
clamations of a people, to v/hom, . before his 
lime, the very name of a fleet was not fo much 
•as known. 

■ The entry into Pcterfourg w^as accompanied 
v/ith much the fame ceremonies as that into Mof- 
cow% The Swedifli vice-admiral tvas the chief or- 
nanient of this new triumph. Peter Alexiowits 
appeared in tbeproceiTion as rear-admiral. A Ruf- 
fian nobleman, called Romanodovvfky, who com- 
monly reprefented the czar on thefe folemn occa- 
fions, was feated on a throne, furrounded with 
fenators. To this nobleman the rear-admiral 
prcfented an account of his vidory ; and, in re- 
ward of his fervices, was declared vice-admiral. 
An. odd ceremony, but extremely neceffary, in a 
country where military fubordination was one of 
the novelties whicK'"’the czar wanted to introduce. 

The emperor of RiiOia, now viftonous over the ' 
Swedes by Tea and land, and having afiliied ia 
expelling them from Poland, began to domi- 
neer there in his turn. He aded as mediator 
between Aiigiiltus and the lep-iibiic a glory^ 
perhaps, not inferior to that of creating a .ki,ng. 
This honour, and, inded, all the good fortune of 
Charles, had fallen to the fhare of the czar ; who, 
it muft be owned, made a better ufe of thefe ad- 
vantages; for all his fuccelFes were fo managed, 
as to contribute to the intereft of his country, if 
lie took a town, the bcR ardfans i» it carried 
their families and their induliry to Peterlburg. 
The mar.ufadures, the arts and fciences of the 
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provinces v^'hich he conquered /rom Sweden^^ were 
trahfported into Mufcovy. Thus were his doitil- 
iiions enriched by his vidories; a ciVcumflance 
that makes him the moft excufeable of all con- 
querors. 

Sweden, on the contrary, delpoiled of almofc 
all her foreign provinces, had neither' com- 
merce, money, nor credit. Her veteran troops, 
which were formerly fo formidable, had either 
fallen in battle, or perillied with hunger. Up- 
wards of an hundred thoufand Swedes were flaves 
in the vafi dominions of the czar ; and near the 
fame number had been fold to the Turks and 
Tartars. The human fpecies Teemed vifibly to 
decline in the country; but the king’s arrival at 
Stralfund infpired them with freflt hopes. 

The refpedl and admiration which they had 
formerly entertained for his facred perfon, were 
fo flrongly rivetted in the minds of his 
fubjedls, that the youth came from the country in 
crowds, and voluntarily offered to enlift, though 
there was not a TufEcient num^r of hands left to 
cultivate the lanas« 
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King of SWEDEN. 


B O O K VIII. 

The contents. 

Charles gives his filterin marrl£ige to the prlncs 
of Hesse; is befieged in StralsunDj and 
eicapes to Sweden. Schemes of baron de 
Gortz, his p>ime miniiler.-iPian of a recon- 
ciliation with the Czar, and of a clefcent apori 
England. Charles bcfeges FredeiucshalLs 
inNoRw’Av; is killed: his char ader. Gortz 
is beheaded. 

T N the midlr of tbele preparations, the ki,nu 
gave his only furviving ilfter, Ulrica Eleonora^ 
in marriage to Frederick prince of lieile'CaileL 
The queen dowager, grandmother of Charles XIL 
and the princefs, and then la the eightieth year 
of her age, did the honours of the table at this 
folemnity, which was celebrated on the fourth of 
/ipril 1715, inthepahceof Stockholm > where ilie 
died foon after. 

- Tho 
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The marriage was not honoured VA-Ith the pre- 
fence of the king, who was then employed ia 
finifiiing the fortiheations of Straifund, a place of 
great importance^ and threatened with a fiege b;/ 
the kings ofFruflia and Dciuriark. Meverth.elc-fs 
he made his brother-in-law generaliiiimo of all his 
■forces in Sweden, This prince had ferved the 
Ifates-general in their wars with the French, and 
was ei'ieenied a good genera] ; a qnalincatioa 
■which contributed not a little to prociire him the 
filler of Charles XIL in marriage. 

Charles’s rnisfertunes now came- ns thick upon 
him as his vidories had formerly done. In tlie 
month of June 171 5, the German troops of the 
king of England, with thofe of Denmark, invefted 
the ftrorig town of Wifmar, while the con-. Lined 
army of 'tt'.e Da'nes and Saxoi-s. amounring to thirty- 
fix tbcufand men, marched towards Stralfnnd, to 
form the fiege of that place. The kings ofPmdia 
and Denmark funk 'Eve Swedifn fnips a Ilrrlc olf 
Stralfund. The czar was then In the Baiiick;> 
■with twenty large fhips of v;^, and an hundred 
and Efty tranh'iorts, on board of which were thirty 
thoufand men. He threatened a defeent ujjon 
Sweden; one while approaching the coait of 
Heicmbm'g, and ar another appearing belbre 
Srockholm. AH Sveden was in arms upon the 
cosTts, and every moment expected an invarmn. 
At the fame time the czars land forces drove 
'the Swedes from poll to poll:, iintil they had dif- 
pofleded them of all the places they held in Fin- 
land, towards the gulpb of Bothnia. Bat Pcfcr 
'piiflied his conqueils no farther. 

At the|mouth of the Oder, a river tliat divides 
Pomeranit in two, and after wafliing the walls of 
Stetin falls into the Baltick, lies the little hie 
^■» E s of 
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ofUredonij a place of great importance on ac- 
count of its fituation, commanding the Oder both 
on the right and left ; fo that whoever Is mafi'er 
of the illand is likewife malfer of the navigation 
of the river. The king of PruiTia had diflodged 
the Swedes from this place, and taken pofFeilion 
of it as well as ofStetin, which he kept sbquef- 
tered, and all, as he pretended., For the fake of 
peace.” The Swedes had retaken Ufedom in 
May 17 15. They had two forts in the iOand | 
one of which was the fort of Suine, upon a branch 
of the Oder, that bore the fame name ; the other^ 
a place of greater confeqiience, was called Penna- 
mender, and fituated upon another branch of that 
river. To defend thefe two forts, and indeed the 
whole iiland, there were only two hundred and 
fifty Pomeranians, under the command of an old 
Swcdifii oiHcer, called Kuze-Slerp, a man whofe 
name deferves to be immortalized. 

On the fourth of Augulf, the king of Prufiia 
fent fifteen hundred foot and eight hundred dra- 
goons to make a dpfeent upon tl^e ifiand. They 
came and landed withvout oppofition near the 
fort of Suine, which being the lead important 
of the two, the SwediOi commander abandoned 
ir to the enemy; and as he could not fafely di- 
vide his nien, he retired with his little company 
to the cadle of Pennanionder, determined to hold 
out to the lad extremity. 

There was therefore a necedity of befieging it 
in form ; for which purpofe a train of artillery 
was embarked at Stetin, and the FruiTian troops 
were reinforced with a thoufand foot and four 
hundred horfe. On the eighteenth th^ trenches 
were opened in two places, and the fort), was briik- 
ly battered with cannon and mortars, During ■ 
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the fiege, a Swedifti foklier, who was fent privately 
with a letter from Charles XI L found means to 
land on the ifiand, and to flip into the fort. The 
letter he delivered to the commander. The pur- 
port was as follows : Do not fire till the enCiiiy 
come to the brink of the fofTe. Defend the place 
to the lafr extremity. I commend you to your 
good fortune. Charles**’ 

Slerp having read the note, rcfolved to obey, 
and to lay down his life, as he was ordered, for 
the fervice of his mafl'cr. On the twenty-fecond 
at day-break the affault was given. The befieged 
having kept in their fire -till they faw the enemy 
on the brink of thefofle, killed an immenfe num- 
ber of them. But the ditch was full, the brjach 
large, and the affailants too numerous', fo that 
they entered the caflle at two different places at 
once. The coimnander now thought of nothing 
but of felling his life dear, and obeying his inafier’s 
orders. He abandoned the breaches through 
which the enemy entered ; intrenched his litilc 
conipany, who had all the coumge and ficicliry to 
follow him behiitd a bafiion, Slid polled ihciu in. 
fuch a manner that they could not be fuiToanded. 
The enemy came up to him, and were greatly 
furprized that he did not afic for quarter. He 
fought for a complete hour ; and after having 
lofi: the half of his men, was at lafl killed him- 
felf, together with his lieutenant and major. Upon 
this, the furviving few, amounting to an hundred 
foldiers and one officer, begged their lives, and 
were made prifoners of war. Charles's letter was 
found iH the commander’s pocket, and carried to 
the king of Pruffia. 

At the t^ne that Charles loft Ufedom, and the 
neighbouring ii)es, which were quickly taken ; 
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>vhile Wifniar was ready to furrenders and Sweden^, 
defritiUe of a fleet, was daily threatrsed with an 
invafion; be hirrjfelf was in Stralfund, beileged 
by an arir.v of tbirty-fi?! thoiiraiid men. 

Strairuncl, a town famous over all Europe for 
the fiege which the hing of Sweden faihuned 
there, is the ftrongeil- place in Fomejania 5 and 
h ft Liated between the Baltick and the lake of 
Franken, near the flreights of Gella. It is in-, 
acoellible by land, except by a narrow caufeway.^ 
tlefonced by a citadel, and by fortiheations whicli 
were thought to be impregnable. There was in 
itagarrifbn of about nine thoufand men, and. 
Vvhat was more than all, the king of Sweden 
hiirJclf. The kings of Pruflia and Denmark luj- 
dertook the dege of this place, with an army of 
fix and thirty thoufand men, compofed of FruA. 
Finns, Danes, and Saxons. 

'Ihe honour of befiegiiig Charles XIL was fo 
powermi a motive, that they foon farmounted, 
c-very cbTracle, and opened the trenches in the 
liigiit between the nineteenth and twentieth of 
Oflober 1715. "ihhe king of Sweden declared, 
r.t the beginiiing of the fiege, tliat for, his own 
part, he could not comprehend, how a place v/ell 
fjjrtiHed, and provided with a fumcient gciTlSbn, 
could poiribly be taken. Not but that in the 
courfe of his paft victories, he had taken feverai 
places himfelf, but hardly ever by a regular fiege. 
The terror of his arms carried all before it, 
Befides, he never judged of other people by. 
h.imfeif; bat alw^ays entertained too low an opi- 
nion of his enemies. The befiegers carried on 
their works with furpriling vigour and refolutiofip, 
and were greatly ailifled by a very '^.nguiar ac- 
dden.t,. 
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It is well known that the Ballick Tea neither 
ebbs nor flows. The fortuicatious which covered, 
the town, and which were defended on the well 
by an impatrable morafs, and by the fea on the 
ealf, feem^d to be fecare from any alTault. It 
had hitherto efcaped the obfervation of every one,, 
that when the weft wind blows ftrong, the waves 
of the Baltic are driven back in fuch a manner 
as to leave bat three feet depth of ivater under 
the forrificatioiis, which had always been fuppofed 
to be vvafhed by a branch of the fea, fo deep as 
to be utterly impaffable. A foldier havjfjg fallen, 
from the top of the fortlficatioits into the fea, was 
farprifed to And a bottom; and thinking that 
this difeovery might make his fortune., he deforled, 
and \vent to the quarters of count Wackerbarlh». 
the Saxon general, to inform him that the fea 
was fordable, and that he might eafily penetrate 
to the Sw-edifn fortifications. It was not long 
before the king of Pralua availed himfelf of this 
piece of inteliigence. 

bText: r.ight about twelve o’clock, the weft 
V. ind fall continuing to blovv^'^ieiUenant colonel 
IvGppen entered the water, with eighteen hundred 
men. At the llime time two thoufand advanced 
upon the caufeway that led to the fart; all rhe 
FruiTian artillery flred, and the Danes and Pruf- 
fians gave an alarm on the other fide. 

The Swedes thought they could eafily rcpulfe 
the two thoufand men whom they faw advancing 
with fo much apparent raflinefs upon the caufeway 
but aii of a fudden, Koppen,. with his eighteen 
hundred men entered the fort on the fide to- 
wards the fea. The Swedes, iiirrounded and fur- 
prifed, coijid make no refiftance; and the poft 
was carrkm. after a terrible flaughter. Some of 
E. 
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the Swedes fled to the town ; the beliegers pur- 
fued tneni tldther, and entered pell-mell along 
with the fugitives. Two ofHcers and four Saxoa 
foidiers were already on the draw-bridge, which 
the Swedes had juft time to raife; fo that the 
men were taken, and the town faved for that 
time. 

There were found in the fort twenty-four pieces 
of cannon, which were immediately turned againfl 
Straifund. The fiege was puflied with fuch vigour 
and refolutionas this fuccefs could not fail to in- 
fpire* The town was cannonaded and bombarded 
Vv’ithout intermifllon. 

Oppofite to Straifund, in the Baltic Sea, lies 
the ifle of Rugen, which ferves as a bulwark to 
that place, and into which the garrifon and citi- 
zens might have retired,, could they have found 
boats to tranfport them thither. This ifland was 
of the laO: importance to Charles. He plainly 
perceived, that Hioiild it fall into the hands of the 
enemy, he would be immediately befieged both 
by lea and land, and perhaps reduced to fo great 
extreniiries, that miiil: citheivbury himfeif in 
xiie ruins of Straifund, or elfe become a prifoner 
to thole very enemies 'whom he had fb long def- 
piled, and upon whom he had impofet}, the rnoft 
fevere and rigorous terms. But norwithflanding 
thefe gloomy profpedts, fuch was the wretched 
fituation of his affairs, that he had not been able 
to place a fufBcient garrifon in Rugen, where, in 
effeff:, there were no more than two thoufand 
men. 

His enemies had been employed for three 
months pall in making all the neceifary prepa- 
rations for a defeent upon this ifland ,• ^nd having 
3t laft hniihed a great number of boats, 'the prince 

of 
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of Aniialt; favoured by the goodnefs of the wea- 
ther, landed twelve thoufand men upon Rugen, 
on the iifteenth of November. The king, who 
feemed to be every where prefen t, was then in 
the ifland, having lately joined his two thoufand 
men, who were intrenched near a firiall harbour, 
three leagues from the place where the enemy 
had landed. He put him felf at the head of 
this little troop, and obferving the moll profound 
filence, advanced at midnight towards tlie foe. 
The prince of Anhalt had already entrenched 
his forces, a precaution which feemed altogether 
nnneceiTary. The inferior oincers never dreamed 
of being attacked the very frlf night, as they 
imagined Charles to be at Stralfund ; but the 
prince of Anhalt, who well knew what incredible 
things; Charles was capable of attempting, had 
caufed a deep fjiTe to be funk, fenced with che- 
vaux de frife | and indeed took all his meafures 
with as much circumfpe£lion, as if he had had a 
fuperiorarmy to contend with. 

At two in ^the morning^riarles reached the 
enemy^s camp, without inaKing the leafc noife. 
His foidiers faid to each other, Come let us 
puli up the chevaux de* frife.” Thefe words be- 
ing oveVheard by the centinels, the alarm was 
inifantly given in the camp, and the enemy flood 
to their arms. The king, taking up the chevaux- 
de frife, perceived a deep ditch before him. Ah ! 
jfliys he, is it poflible ? this -is more than I ex- 
peeled.” However this nricxpcclcd event did not 
difconcert hin:i. He was alike ignorant of the 
number of the enemy, and they of his. The 
darkne^ of the night feemed to favour the bcld- 
nefs Oijthe attempt. He formed his relbiurion 
in a momentj and jumped into the ditch, accom- 
f' E 5 . panied 
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panied by the bravell: of his men, and inltantiy. 
followed by all the red- The chevaux de fiifej. 
which were prefently plucked up. the levelled 
earth, the trsinks and branches of fuch trees as 
they amid find, and the carcafes of the ibldiers 
th.xt v/ere killed by random Hiot, ferved for fa f*^ 
chir'S. i'he k’iii', the generals, and the braveil 
of ;he of]>. and fddiers, i'i:;unlcd upon the 
of I’hcrs. as in an a/f;::]:. The iight 
bjg’Os ‘0 die enemy’s cairp. Tr'.e ifreilftible im— 
petir-fitv of the Swedes fc-on' threw the Danes 
and Pr^:o ans- Int-' c-'.-kli ; biit the n-uiibers- 
vvtre tvO i;neqiMll% ivu-ched. After a keen dis- 
pute for a quarrel cf at* iiom:, the Swedes were 
repii :fcd, and obliged ro rep^afs the fcife, The 
prince of Anhalt punued them into the plain, 
little fhi'iking it was Ciiailes X;L that fled beroie 
Iiim. Tile uniiappy monarch rallied his troops 
In the open fielUj and rhe battle was renewed 
W'ith equal fury on both fldes. Grothufen, the 
king’s favourite, and general DardofF, fell dead at 
his feet. In the h|;_at or the flght Charles paiTed' 
over tine body of the. la'tter, who was flill breath- 
ingy and During, who had accompanied him in- 
Iiis journey from Turky to Straluind, was killed 
beibre his face. 

in the mid it of the fray, a Danifli lieutenant;,., 
whefe name I have nor been able to learn, knew 
iheking; and feizing his fvvord with o.ne hand;,. 
vUid with rhe other dragging him by the hair. 

Surrender yonrfbjf. lays he, or y.au are a dead 
man.” king drew a ju*f:ol from his belt, 

and, wirh Ins left'haFKl, fired it at the oflicer, who- 
died of the vvoLind the next morning. The nnnie 
or king Charles, which the Dane had prJuiounced, 
knmediately drew a crowd of the enemy together. 
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The king v/as furrounded,,and received a mullcet 
ihot below his left breaft. The wound, which hs' 
called a contufion, was two lingers deep. Charles 
was on foot, and in the moll imminent danger 
of either being killed or taken pnfoner. At that 
critical moment count Poniatowflci fought near 
majefiv^s perfon. He had faved his life at 
PultQwa, and had now the good fortune to fave 
it once more in the battle of Rugen, by putting 
him on his horfe. 

The Swedes retired to a part of the ifiand called 
Alteferra, where there was a fort, of which they 
\Yere ilill mailers. From thence the king jiafTed 
over to Stralfund, obliged to abandon his brave- 
troops, who had fo courageoufiy afUlcd him in 
this daiing enterprize, and who, two days after^ 
were all made prifoners of war. 

Among the prlfoiicrs was th.at unhappy French- 
reginx:-!?, cornpofed of the iliattered remains of' 
the battle of Hochilet, which had entered into' 
the fervice of Aaguflus, and afterwards into that 
of the king of Sweden, Moft of the foldiers 
%vere now iac«rporated intuit nev/ regiment, com- 
manded by the piince of Anhalfs ion, who wac 
their fourth mailer. 

The commander of this wandering regiment 
in the ifle of P.ugen was that fame count de Vil- 
kiongue, w-ho had fo nobly expofed his life at 
Adrianopie to ferve king Charles XFI; He was 
taken prifoner, with his men, and but poorly re- 
warded in the fequei for all his fervkes, labours,; 
and fufferings. 

After all tliefe prodigies of valour, which tended 
only to w’eakeii his forces, the king (hut up in' 
S-tralfi|id, wliich was every- moment in danger of 
bcihgllormed, behaved in much the fume man- 
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jner as he had done at Bender. Unappalled by 
fo many furrounding dangers, he employed the 
day in making ditches and entrenchments behind 
the walls, and by night he fallied out upon the 
enemy. Mean while Stralfund was battered in 
breach: the bombs fell thick as hail upon the 
hoiifes, and half the town was reduced to 
The citizens were fo far from complaining, that 
filled with the highefi veneration for their royal 
mailer^ whofe vigilance, temperance, and courage, 
they could not fafiicien tly admire, they were all 
become foldiers under him. They accompanied 
him in. all his fsllies, and ferved him in place of a 
fecond garrifon. 

One day as the king was didating fome letters 
to his fecretary, that were to be fent to Sweden, 
a bomb fell on the houfe, pierced the roof, and 
burfi near the royal apartment. One half of the 
fioor was fhattered to pieces ; but the clofet in 
which the king was, being partly furrounded by a 
thick wall, received no damage ; and what was 
remarkably fortunate, none of the fplinters that 
fiew about in the a<k, came in at the clofet-door, 
which happened to be open. The report of the 
bomb, and the crafhing noife it occaiioned in the 
houfe, which feemed ready to tumble about their 
ears, made the fecretary drop his pen. What 
is the reafon, fays the king, with great compofiire, 
that you do not write The poor fecretary could 
only bring out with a faulterlng voice ; “The 
the bomb, fir.” “ "Well, replies the* king, and 
what has the bomb to do with the letter I am 
didating ? Go on.” 

There was, at that time, an arnbaffador of 
Prance fhut up vdth Charles in Stralfund- This 
was one Colbertj count de Croifiy, a lieiltenant-- 
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general In the French army, brother to the mar- 
quis de Torcy, the famous miniller of itate, and 
a relation of the celebrated Colbert, whofe name 
ought never to be forgotten in France. To fend 
a man on an embafiy to Charles XIL or into 
trenches was much the fame. The king would 
talk with Croiiiy for hours together in places of 
the greatell danger, while the foldiers were fal- 
ling on every fide of them by the fire of the bombs 
and cannon ; Charles, in all appearance, infen- 
fible of the rifK he run, and the ambaffador not 
chufing to give his majelly fo much as a hint that 
there were more proper places to talk of bufinefs. 
This niiniller exerted his utmoft efforts, before 
the fiege commenced, to efFed an accommodatiem 
between the kings of Sweden and PrufTia ; but 
the demands of the latter were too high, and the 
former would make no conceiiions. So tl^at the 
count de Croi0y derived no other advantage from 
bis embalfy to Charles XIL than the pleafure of 
being intimately acquainted with that extraor- 
dinary man, He frequently^ lay by his inajefty 
upon the fame\loak ; and fiiaring with him 
in ail bis dangers and fatigues, had acquired a 
right of talking to him with greater freedom. 

. Charles encouraged this boldnefs in thofe he 
loved ; and would fometimes fay to the count de 
Croiffy, Fr?;/, makdica??iHs de rege : Come now 

let us make a little free with the character of 
Charles XIL” This account I had from the am- 
baffador himfelf. 

Croiffy continued in rhe town fill the thirteenth 
of November, wdien having obtained from the 
' enemy a palTport for him felt and his baggage, he 
took hisfleave of the king, who ftill remained 
amid ft fue ruins of SlraUuiiJ, with a ganifbn 

di- 
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diminlilied by one half, but firmly refolved to 
itand aa afTaulr. 

And two dai’s after, an aflliult was a£lually 
made upon the horn-work, I'wlce did the enemy 
take its and twice were they repuifed. In this 
rencounter the king fought amidft his grenadiers ; 
bat at lall fuperior riumbers prevalledj and the 
enemy remained mafters of the place. Charles 
continued in the town two days- after this, ex- 
peding every moment a general amiult. Go the 
twenLy-hrft he flayed till midnight upon a little 
ravelin that was entirely demolifhed by the bombs- 
and cannon. Next day the principal officers con- 
jured him to quit a place w^hich he could no 
longer defend. But to retreat was now become 
as dangerous as to flay. The Baltick ’.vas covered* 
with Ruffian and Daniffi ffiips. There w^ere no 
veffieis in the harbour ofStralfand, but one /mall 
bark with fails and oars. The great danger 
which rendered this retreat fo glorious, was the 
very thing that prompted -Charles to attempt it. 
:He embarked at ^.idnight on the twentieth of 
December, 1715, \ocompanic d ^by ten perfons 
only* They were obliged to break the ice with 
which the xvater of the harbour was covered j a 
hard and laborious taffi, which they were forced 
to continue for feveral hours before the bark 
could fail fretly. The enemies admirals hud 
find orders not to allow Charles to efcape from 
Stralfund; but to take him, dead or alive. Hap- 
pily for him, they were under the wind, and could 
not come near him. He ran a fiill greater rife 
in paffimg by a place called la Eabeute, in the 
ille of Rugen, where the Danes had ereacd a 
battery of twelve cannon, fl*om v/hkh 'j'they hred 
upon him. The mariners fpread every iail and' 
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pjyed'every oar in order to get clear of the enemy. 
Bat two men were killed at the kifig’s lide by one 
cannon ball, and the fliip’s mafl was fliattered by 
another. Through all thefe dangers, however;, 
did the king efcape unhurt, and at laft came up 
with two of his own Ihips that were cruifin-g in 
the Baldck. Next day Stralfiind was ilirrendered, . 
aod the garrifbi- made prilbners of war. Charles 
landed at Ifl:ed in Scania, and forthwith repaired 
to Cai'clfcroon, in a coaditloik very dllferent from 
Vv’hat he was in, when, about hfreen years belbre, 
he ibt frill from that harbour in a fhip of a hun- 
dred and twenty guns, to give laws-to the North. 

As he was fo near his capital, it was expciSled 
that after fuch; a long abfence, he would pay it 
a vlfit ; but he v/as determined not to enter it 
again till he had obtained fome fignal viflory. 
Bcfides, he could not bear the thoughts of re- 
vifi ting a people by whom he was beloved, and' 
whom ne^erthelefs he was obliged to opprefs, iu 
order to enable him to make head againff his 
enemies. He wanted onlyji? fee his fifler, with 
whom he appointed an interview on the banks of 
the lake Weter, in Oitrogothia, Tuicher he rode - 
poll: attended only by one fervant, and after 
having fpent a day with her returned to Careif*' 
croon.'. 

From this place, wdiere he palTe<I the winter, 
he ifliied out orders for raifing recruits through 
the whole kingdom.. He thouglu' that bis fub- 
were born for no other purpofe than to follow 
him to the field of battle, and he had aCtf-ally ac- 
Guitomed them to entertain tlte fame opinion. 

, Some were inlifted v/ho were not above fifteeti 
years of age. In. Il-veral villages there were none 
Lu bur old menj women, and children ^ and in 
^ many. 
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many places the women were obliged to plow the 
Jand alone. 

It was IHII more difficult to procure a ReeL 
In order to fupply that defeat as well as poffible* 
commiffions were granted to the owners of pri- 
vateers, who, upon obtaining certain privileges 
unreafonable in tbemfeives, and deilru^ive to the 
community, equipped a few fhipsj and thefe 
poor efforts were the lafi: that the declining Hate 
of Sweden was now capable of making. To defray 
the expences ofail thefe preparacions, there was a 
Bcceffity for encroaching upon the property of .:be 
fubjecl,* and every kind of extortion v/as praflifed 
under the fpecious name of taxes and duties. 
Strifl fearch was made into every houfe, and one 
half of the provilions that were found in them was 
conveyed to the king^s magazines. All the iron 
in the kingdom was bought up for his life. This 
the government paid for in paper, and fold it out 
for ready money, A tax was laid on all fuch 
as had any mixture of filk in their cloaths, or wore 
perhvigs or gilded %ords ; and the duty of hearth- 
money was immoderately high. The people, op- 
preffed with fuch a load of taxes, would have re- 
volted under any other king; but the pooreff 
peafant in Sweden knew that his mafier led a life 
itill more hard and frugal than hlmfelf; fo that 
€very one fubmitted chearfiilly to thofe hardships 
which the king was the firil: to fuffer. 

All fen fe of private misfortunes was Avallowed 
up in the apprehenhon of public danger. The 
Swedes expeded every moment to fee their coun- 
try invaded by the Ruffians, the Danes, the Pruf- 
fians, the Saxons, and even by the Engiiih ; and 
their fear of this hoftile vifit wa^ lb %ong and 

pre- 
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prevalent^ that thdfe who had money or valuable 
effeds took care to bury them in the earth. 

An Engiifu ileet had already appeared in the 
Ealtick, rhough its parncular deftination was not 
known ; and the czar had given his word to the 
king of Denmarks that in the fpring of 1716, the 
Rtilhans iliould join the Danes, in order to make 
a defeent upon Sweden. 

But how great was the ailonilhment of all Eu- 
rope, ever attentive to the fortune of Charles XU. 
when, Iniread of defending hU own country, which 
was threatned with an ii-rano i bv fo many prin- 
ces, they faw him in the month of March 1716^ 
pairing over into Norway, with twenty thoufand 
men. 

From the time of Hannibal to that of Charles 
XIL the world had never feen any general, who, 
unable to make head again ft his enemies at 
home, had boldly carried the war into the heart 
of their own dominions. The prince of Helfe, bis 
brotlier-in-kiw, attended him in this expedition. 

There is no travelling from Sweden to Norway 
but through tjje nioft dan^aous by-wap ; and 
when thefe are pail, one meets with fo many 
:dafties of w’ater formed by the fea arnongft the 
rocks, that there is a necefiity for making bridges 
every day. A handful of Danes might have itop- 
ped the progrefs of the whole Swediih army j but 
this fudden invafion had not been forefeen, Eu- 
rope was ftill more ailonifned to fee the czar, 
amidft all thefe mighty events, remaining inadive, 
and not making a defeent upon Sweden, as had 
formerly been ftipulated between him and his allies. 

This inadlvity was owing to one of the greatdl 
and moij difficult fehemes that ever was formed 
by the i|ind of man. 
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Henry de Gortz, a native of Franconia, andl 
baron of the empire, having done feveral good of-, 
f.ces to the king of Sweden, during that monarch's 
abode at Bender, now become his favourite^ 
and find mim(ter. 

Never man v/as at once fo bold andfo artful ; fo 
full of expediePAts amidfi: misfortunes; fo un- 
bounded in his defgns, or fo adive in the pro- 
fecution of them. No project too great for his 
daring genius to attempt; no means too di,ificuit 
for bis fagacity and penetration to difeover; im 
purfuing his favourite Ichemes he was equally pro« 
digal cf prefciits and promifes, of oaths, of truth 
-2nd of faliliocd,. 

From Sweden he w^ent to France, England, and 
Holland, to examine thofe fecret fprings which 
he afterwards meant to put in motion. He was- 
capable of throwing all Europe into combuBion ; 
and his inclination was equal to his power. What 
his mafler was at the head of an army, that was 
de Gortz in the cabinet; by which means he had 
acquired a greater afeendant over Charles XU. than 
any minifter befbre'tiim had ever ^aofTeiTed. 

Charles, who at twenty years of age had pre-- 
feribed orders to count Piper, was now content 
to receive Inilruflions from baron de Gortz, re- 
Bgning hiinfelf to the direCiion of that miniiter 
with fo much the lefs refer ve, as his misfortunes 
obliged him to liften to the advice of others, and 
zs Gortz never gave him any but fuch as was 
fuitabie to his undaunted courage. He obferved,. 
that of all the ibvereigns united againfl Sweden, 
George, eledor of Hanover, and king of England, 
w'as the prince againft whom Charles was moft 
highly incenfed; becaufe he was the only one to 
whom he had never done the leaft injuFv ; and 

be- 
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becaufe George had engaged in the quarrel under, 
the pretext of compromihng matters, but in re-, 
aiity with a view of preferving Bremen and Verden^. 
to which he feemed to have no other right than 
that of having bought them for a triile from the 
king c?f Denmark, to whom, after all, they did 
not belong. 

Nor was it long before he clifcovered that the 
czar was fecretiy diliatisfled with his allies, who 
had all conipircd to hinder him fi‘C3Ti acquiring 
any pofTefiions in Germany, where that rxionarch,. 
already become too formidable, wanted only to 
obtain a footing. Y/lfmar, the cnly town that 
iliil remained to the Swedes on the frontiers of 
Germany, was, on the fourteenth of February 
1716, furrendered to the Danes and Prainans, 
who would not fo much as allow the Ruilian 
troops that were in Hecklenburg, to be prefeat at 
the fiege. Such repeated marks of jealou fy for 
two years together,, had alienated the - czar's mind 
from the comnaon caufe, and perhaps prevented 
the ruin of Sweden. There are many inilances 
of fevsral ftatgs in alliance ^ing conquered by a, 
fingle power; but hardly any oF a great empire- 
fubdued by ieveral allies. If it iliould happen to. 
be humbled by their joint efforts, their inteftine- 
divifions foon allow it to retrieve its former 
grandeur. 

Ever fince the year 1714, the czar had had it 
in his power to make a defeent upon Sweden ; 
but whether it was that he could not perFeftfy 
agree with the kings ofPoIand, England, Denmark,, 
and Pruffia, allies juflly jealous of his growing 
power, or that he did not as yet think his troops 
iufficieiftly difciplined to attack in their own ter- 
ritories! a peopb whofe very peafants had l^eat 
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the flower of rhe- Danifh forces, he fllll put oil 
the execution of the enterprize. 

Blit what had chieBy interrupted the progrefs 
of his anns was the' want of money. The czar, 
though one of the moft powerful rno.naichs in 
the univerfe, was far from being one of the rich- 
efi: ; his revenues, at that time, not exceeding 
twenty-four millions of livres. Ke had difcovertd 
indeed fome mines of gold, fiiver, copper, and 
iron ; but the profits arifing from thefe was frill 
uncertain, and- the expence of the working them 
was intolerably great. . Ke had likewife ehablillied 
an extenfive commerce; but that in its infancy 
rather filed him with the agreeable hopes of what 
it might one day prove, than was really produc- 
tive of any prefent advantage : nor did the pro- 
vinces wdiich he had lately conquered increafe his 
revenues, in the fame proportion as they aug- 
mented his power and glory. It required a long 
time to heal the wounds of Livonia, a country 
extremely fertile, but defolated by fire, fword, 
and diilemper, and by a war of fifteen years coiiu 
tinuance, defl:itute*=^of inhabitant^, and as yet 
chargeable to the conqueror. His finances were 
further drained by the large fleets he maintained^ 
and by the new enterprizes which he was daily 
undertaking. Ke had even been reduced to the 
wretched expedient of railing the value of money, 
a remedy that can never cure the evils of flate, 
and is in a particular manner prejudicial to a 
country, v/hofe exports fall ihort of their imports. 

Such v/as the foundation upon which de Gortz 
had biiiit his fcheme of a revolution. He ven- 
tured to advife the king of Sweden to purchafe a 
peace from the Rufiian emperor at any pice, in^ 
timating to him^ at the fame times that /he czar 

was 
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was highly incenled at the kings of Poland and 
Eingland, and afTiiring him that he and Peter 
Alexiowitz, when joined together, would be able 
to fli ike terror into the reft of Europe. 

There was no poilibiilty of making a peace 
with the czar, without giving up a great many 
of thole provinces which lie to the eaft and north 
of the Bakick fea. But Gortz entreated the king 
to confider, that by yielding up thefe provinces, 
which Vne czar already poirelfed, and which 
Charles at prefent was unable to recover, he might 
have the honour of relloring Staniflaus to the 
throne of Poland, cf replacing the Ton of James 
IL on that of England, and of re-eftablilhing the 
duke ofHolftein in the peaceable poBeffioa of his 
dominions. 

Charles, pleafed with thefe mighty projeds, 
•upon which, however, he laid no great krefs, 
gave carte blanche to his minifter. Gortz fet 
•out ■ from Sweden, furniflied with full powers to 
aft without controiil, and to treat as his maker's 
plenipoi'entiary«with all thoi|'f>rinces with whom 
he ftiould think proper to negociate. The firfl 
kep was to foiind the court of Mofcow, which 
he did by means of a Scotchman, called Arefkinc, 
fidl phyhcian to the czar, and krongly attached 
to the pretender’s inrerefi:, as indeed mok of the 
■Scots were, except fuch as fubkked upon favours 
■from the court of London 


«« The Scottiai nation will not thank Mr. de Yoltairs 
■for this affertion, which is by no means confiftent with 
truth. Were it neceTary it might be eafily proved, that 
the whig ^rty has .greatly preponderated in Scotland ever 
ilnce the %mon, . 
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This phyfidan repreiented to prince 
koft the greatnefs and importance of the fchemes 
■tvith all the warmth of a man who was fo mnch 
interefted in its fuccefs. Prince Menzikoff relilhed 
the propofal, and the czar approved of it. InRead 
of making a defcent upon Sweden, as had been 
flipulated between him and his allieSy he fent 
his troops ro winter in Mecklenburg, whither he 
foon after repaired himfelf This he did ondet 
'the fpecious pretext of terminating fonie diiputes 
that had lately arifen between the duke and his 
nobility; but in reality with a view to proibcuteliis 
favourite fchcmeof obtaining a principality in Ger- 
many, and hoping he fhould beable to perfiiade the 
duke of Mecklenburg to fell him his fovereignty. 

The allies were highly provoked at thefe pro» 
’ceedings; and the more fo, as they did not chufe 
to have fuch a formidable neighbour as Peter Alex"- 
iowitz, who, could he once obtain any footing in 
Germany, might one day procure himfelf to be 
ele6led emperor, to the great oppreilion of all ^ 
the princes of thcempire. But^the more they 
were provoked, the more was the grand fcheme 
of de Gortz forwarded. This niiniiter, the better 
to conceal his fecret intrigues, affedecl to negociate 
with the confederate princes, who were likewife 
amufed with vain hopes from the czar. 

Charles XIL and his brother-in-law, the prince 
of HeiTe, were all this while in Norway, at the 
head of twenty thoufand men. The country 
was defended by no more than eleven thoufand 
Danes, divided into feveral detached parties, w’ho 
were all put to the fv/ord by the king and the 
prince of Heife. ^ 

Charles advanced towards Chriftiania, >he capital 
of the kingdom 5 and fortune began once more 
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to ilniie upon him in this part of the globe; But 
he never took faltident care to provide for the 
mbiiftence of his troops. A Danilli fleet and 
army were coming to the relief of Norway ; and 
Charles being In want ofprovillons, was obliged 
•to return to Sweden, there to wait the iffue of 
his miiufter’s mighty projects. 

The execution of the fchenie requrred at once 
inviolable (eerecy, and v aft preparations, two things 
alaioft incompatible. Gorts even ranfacked the 
Afiatio Teas for an allifcancc, which, however odious 
In appearance, would neveithelefs have been ex- 
tremely proper for making a defeent upon Scot- 
land, and for furiiifiung Sweden with slups, men, 
and money. 

The pirates of all nations^ and efpccialiy thofe 
of England, having entered into a mutual afTo* 
•elation, had long infefted the feas of Europe and 
America. Driven at laft from all their wonted 
haunts, and having no hopes of obtaining any 
quarter, they had lately retired to the coaftsofMa- 
dagafear, a Lyge illand to isiie eafr of Africa. 
Thefe men w'ere all of them defperadoes, and 
moil of them famous for acdons which wanted 
nothing but juflice to render them truly heroic* 
They were endeavouring to hnd out a prince 
that would receive them under his protedion ; 
but the laws of nations fhut all the harbours 
in the world agaiiift them. 

No fboner ’were they informed that Charles 
XIL was returned to Sweden, than they began to 
flatter thcmfelves with the agreeable hopes, that 
that prince pailionately fond of war, obliged at 
prefent be engaged in it, and in great want 
as well c^f Ihips as foMiers, would be glad to make 
an agreement with them upon reafooable ternas* 

Witlii 
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With this ^dew they fent a deputy to Europe on 
board of a Dutch vefTel, to make a propofal to 
baron de Gortz, that if they were fare of meeting 
Tvith a favoaable reception in the port of Gotten- 
burg, they would Inftantiy repair there with lixty 
ihips loaded with riches 

The baron prevailed upon the king to agree to 
the propofal; and next year CromRrom and 
Mendal, two Swedifh gentlemen, were fent to 
Enifh the treaty with the corfairs of Madagafcar, 

But a more honourable and a more powerful 
fupport was foon after found in cardinal Albe- 
roni, a man of an extraordinary genius, who 
governed Spain long enough for his own glory ; 
but too iliort a time for the grandeur and hap- 
pinefs of the kingdom. 

He readily embraced the propofal of placing 
the fon of James 11. on the throne of England. 
Neverthelefs, as he was but juft entered into the 
xniniftry, and had the affairs of Spain to regulate, 
before .he could think of throwing other king- 
doms into confufi(M)^ it was not^ likely that he 
v/ould be able for auonfiderable time to put this 
grand machine in motion. But in iefs than two 
years he changed the face of affairs in Spain, re- 
ftored that kingdom to her former degree of 
credit, among the other powers of Europe, pre- 
vailed upon the Turks, as is commonly fuppofed. 


« This basfo much the air of a fable, that we know not 
how to believe it. True it is, a few pirates fixed their ha- 
bitation on the ifland of Madagafcar ; but they lived mife- 
rably, fingle, and feparate, like wild faeafts in a flate of na- 
ture, without plan, fubordinadon, or fociety, without force 
or flapping i for what fhips they had taken, either periflied, 
rotted, or -were broken up by their own hands, c. 
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to attack the emperor of Germany, and attempted* 
at one and the fiime time, to deprive the duke 
of Orleans of the regency of France, and kitig 
George of the crown of England. . So dangerous 
may one fingle man prove, when he is veiled 
with abfolute authority in a powerful llate, and 
is endowed with courage and greatnefs of foul. 

Gortz. having thus /cattered in the courts of 
Miifcovy and Spain the iirft fparks of that flame 
which he intended to kindle, went privately to 
France, and from thence to nolland, wlnere he 
liad an interview with lome of ihe pretendet’j ad- 
herents. 

Ke informed himfelf more particularly of tlie 
ftreiigtis, the number, and ciiipcrilion of the 
nialecon tents in England, of the money they 
could fuinilli, and the troops they could raiflu 
The malecon tents required only a reinforcement 
often thou find men, with ivhofe alilftaiice, they 
fiiid, they ihould be fully able to euedluate a re- 
volution. ^ 

Count Gillenfoourg, the Swediih amballador in. 
England, being furniilied with propter inilrucltons 
by baron Gortz, had feveral conferences at Lon- 
don, with the chiefs of the difaffeded party. He en- 
eouraged them with the moft flattering hopes of 
fuccefs, and readily promifed them whatever they 
could wiih to obtain ; and they, on their part, 
were fo forward as to furnifli confiderahle fums of 
xnoney, which Gortz received in Holland. He 
treated about the purchafe of Tome Hiip-s, and 
bought fix in Britain, with all kinds of arms. 

He then feut feveral officers privately into 
France, -Jnd among others the chevalier de 
Folard, \#ho having made thirty campaigns in 
the French armies, without any confiderabic ad- 
F dition 
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clition to his fortune, had lately ofl'ered his fef-~ 
vice to tlie king of Sweden, not fo much from any 
intcreHed views, as from a defire of ferving under 
a king of fuch a glorious reputation. Folard 
iikewife looped to recomnvend to that prince the 
improvennents he had made in the art of war^ 
which he had always ftudied as a philofopher 3. 
and he hath finoe publiflied his difcoveries in his 
commentary on Polybius. Charles XIL who had 
snado war hinrjfelf in a manner entirely new, and 
•w::s never guided by cudoni in any thing, was 
plcaild with his notions; and refolved to employ 
him in his projected invafion of Scotland'. The 
Iccrct orders of baron de Gortz were faithfully 
executed in France by the chevalier de Folard, 
A great number of French, and a Hill greater 
number of Irifii oifiicers engaged in this uncom- 
mon confpiracy, which was hatching at one and 
the finiiQ time in England, France, and Mufeovy, 
and the branches of which were fecretly extended 
from one end of Europe to the other. 

Thefe preparations, however gjreat, were only 
a dimple of v/hat de Goi tz intended to do 3 though 
it v/cs a niattei* of no fmall confeqiience to havG 
thiiS' fet the firheme a-going. Eut the point of 
rlie ,7rcateft importance, and without which no- 
thing could fucceed, was to bring about a peace 
between the czar and Charles; to accomplifb 
which many difiicultics were to be removed. Ba- 
ron Oficrman, minifter of hate in Mufeovy, re- 
fufed at firii: to come into de Gortz’s meafiires. 
'i’he former was as cautious and circumfped as- 
tlie latter was bold and cnterpr’.firig. The one, 
iiow and regular in his politicks, was for; allcwdrig. 
eve. IT thing time to ripen : the oihcr 0/ a daring 
genius, and impatient hFuit, had no fooner fown 

the 
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the feed then he was prefently for reaping the 
harvefl. Overman fearing that the emperorj his 
niader, dazzled with the fplendor of this entcr- 
prlze, would grant the Swedes a too advantageous 
peace, delayed the concluilon of U by a variety of 
obltacles and procraftlnations. 

Happily for baron de Gortz, the czar himfelf 
came to HoUaod in the beginning of the year 
.1717. His intention was to go from thence into 
France. He was defirous of feeing that fanioir^ 
nation, which, for more than a hundred years 
pall:, hath been cenfured, envied, and imitated by 
all its neighbours. He wanted to gratify his in^ 
fatiable cariofity of feeing and learning every 
thing, and, at the fame time, to exercife his 
politicks. 

Gorrz bad two intervie-ws With him at the 
Hague ; and in thefe he made greater progref-: 
than he could have done in tix months wifli the 
plenipotenHarre'?. Every thing wore a favourable 
afpedi. His mighty proje^Tts fe^^med to be covered 
raider the veil c?f impenetralXe fecrecy ; and be 
iattcred himfelf that Europe would know them 
only by their being carried into execution. Mean 
while he talked of nothing but peace at the 
HaguQ, he openly declared that he would always 
confider the king of England as the pacifier of 
the North 5 and he even prelTed, (in appearance 
at leaft,)the holding of a congrefs at Brunfwick, 
in which the jarring interefls of Sweden and her 
enemies might be amicably adjufted. 

Thefe intrigues were firft difeovered by the 
duke of Orleans, regent of France, who had fpies 
in every part of Europe. Men of this charai^er, 
who mak# a trade of felling the ferrets of their 
friends, and get their livelihood by being informers, 
F z and 
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snd frequently by inventing and propagating the 
grodL-fr lies and calumnies, were fo much increafed 
in France under his govern ment, that one half 
of the nation were become fpies upon the other. 
The duke of Orleans, who was connected with 
the king of England by perfonal ties, acquainted 
him with the fecret plot that was hatching Bgalnli 
him. 

At the fame time the Dutch, who began to 
take umbrage at the behaviour of de Gortz, com- 
jDunicared their furpicions to the Engliih niinlEer. 
Gortz and Gillemboiirg were profecuting their 
ichemes with great vigour, when they were both 
arrtfled, the one at Deventer, in Guelderland^ 
and the otl^er at London. 

AiS Gillembourg, the Svvedilh ambafTiidor, had 
violated the law of nations, by conlj^iring again^ 
the prince to whom he was fent in a public cha- 
laiflcr, the Englilh made ao fcruple to violate the 
fame law, by arrciling his perfon. But all the world 
was fiirprifed to the ffates general imprifon 
the baron de GovtzSm order to gratify the king 
of England, an inftance of compiaifance hardly 
10 be paralleled in hiilory. They evon appointed 
tb*e count de YvTlderen to examine him. Tills 
formality was only an aggravation of their foruier 
infult, which being rendered entirely abortive, 
produced no other ciFe6b than to cover them- with 
confufion. Do you know me?’’ fays Gortz to 
the count de Weideren. Yes, Sir,” replies the 
Dutchman. Well, then, fays de Gortz, if you 
do know, you niuft be fenfible that I will not 
fpcak one word more than 1 pieafe.” ^The exa- 
mination was carried no farther. All the foreign 
miniiters, and efpeciaily the marquis* de Mon- 
tel ton, the Spaniih ambalTador hi England, pro- 
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defied again 1 I: the violence ofFered to the per Ton of 
Gortz and GiHernbourg. The Dutch vcctc in- 
exciifeable. They had not cniy xdc’lated a mofl: 
facred law, by feizing the prime nilniltLi' or the 
king of Sweden, who h-ui formed no plots again ft 
them; but they tidied in direct oppofiticn to th.c 
fpirit of that ineftimable liberty wliich hath 
drawn ib many foreigners inlo their cauntryj 
and is th-e foundation of all their greatnefu 

With regard to the Ling of England, he had 
a<5led con I'd ten ily with the ftriaeil principles of 
jiifticej in impriioning his enemy. He nubliihcd 
in his own viiidicarionf the ictteis of Gonz and 
GiHcmoviirg, which were found among the papers 
of the latter. The king of Sweden Vv-as in Scania^ 
when he received ihcie pnr.tcd letters, together with 
the news of the two mini iters CL-ing imprironed. 
He afke-d with a finile, if they had not likecvife 
printed his letters; and gave immedtalc orders 
for arreiling the Engllfn refidenc at Stockholm, 
with all his iamiiy aru! donicTticks* Tfie DiUch 
refideiit was rcibiJ ri-.e ccurt, and ftridly watched 
in all hi5 motit^ns, Charles^ .Tjean while, neither 
avowed nor dlfcl aimed the |>roceedings of deGortz, 
Too proud to deny a fchtrne which he had once 
approved, and too wife to acknowledge a plot 
which had thus been ftified in irs birth, he main- 
tained a difiainful fk-nce towards Enehnd and 
Holland. 

The czar took a very dii'tcnt courfe. As Ids 
name was not exprefiy mentioned, but only ob- 
fcureiy hinted at in the papers of Gortz ?md 
Ciilernbourg, he wrote a long letter to the king 
of England, comprimc'niing him upon the dif 
(!cvery the plot, and alftiriiig him of the moil: 
lilvloHbljg? friendOiip ; and king George received 
* • F 3 
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his protei^atiofls without believing them, though 
he thought if moft prudent in the prefent cafe 
to pretend that he did. A plo't contrived by pri- 
vate mcvi is annihilated the moment it is dif-^ 
covered ; but a confpiracy formed by kings, the 
more It is known the iironger it grows. 

The czar arrived at Paris in the month of May 
lyiy, to view the beauties of art and nature; 
and to vifir the academies, public libraries, the 
cabinets cf the curious, and the royal palaces^ 
were not the only ends of his journey. He made 
a propofal to the duke of Orfeans for concluding 
a treaty, which, had it taken luace, would have 
compleated the greatnefs of Mufeovy. His deilgn 
was to compromile matters with the king of 
Sweden, wiio would )'ie]d to him fome large 
provinces, to deprive the Danes of the empire of 
the Baltiok Sea, to weaken the Englifli by a civil 
war, and to make ail the trade of the North to 
i'enter in Ruilia, He had even fome thoughts 
of letting up Staniilaiis afrefh againft AuguftuSj 
that fo the fire being every where kindled, he 
•might have it in hiS ^power eitheiv to quench or 
blow it up, as iliould be aioft conducive to his 
inrereO:. With this view he propofed to the re- 
gent cf France to a£l as mediator between Sweden 
unci Mufeovy, and to make a league offenfive and 
dcienhve. with thefe two crowns, and that of 
Snain. This treaty, feemingly fo natural and fo 
.advantageous to the feveial nations concerned, 
and which woufd have put the balance of power 
in Europe into their hands, was ncverthelefs re- 
jected b}^ the duke of Orleans. Nay, at that 
■very time, he entered into engagements of a quite 
oppofite nature. He made a league wntk the em- 
peror of Germany, and mth George king of Eng- 
land. 
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lamL The reafons of ftate had fo much altered 
the views and inclinations of all the princes of 
Europe, that the czar was ready to declare again ft: 
his old ally, Anguiliis, and to erpoufe the caufe 
of Charles, his mortal .enemy ; while France, in 
order to oblige the Germans and the EngUih, 
v/as going to make war upon the grand-fbn of 
Lewis XIV. after having' fo long fupportcd him 
again ft thcfe very enemies, at a prodigious ex- 
pcnce of blood and treafure. All that the czar 
could obtain by thcfe indirefr meafnres ' vvas to 
prevail upon the regent to interpofe his good 
^ .offtces to procure the enlargernenL of Gortz and 
'y,.. Gilleiiibourc''. lie returned to his own dominions 
i;'’: aboul^ the end of June, after having fnewn the 
ci’f-F reach a fight they had never feen before, an em- 
-peror travelling for inftruflion. But the genc- 
\\raliry oFthat people were only ftrack with his 
‘hrude unpoliibed manners, the refult of his bad 
education ; while the legillatoi*, the great man, 
and the creator of a new nation, entirely efcaped 
the notice of thcfe uiperf cial obfervers. 

What the fought in the duke of Or- 
leans, he foon found in cardinal Alberoni, who 
now governed the Spaiiifh councils with unlimited 
fway. Alberoni def red nothing fo much as the 
reitoration of the pretender. This he did both 
as he was minifter of Spain, which ijad been fo 
ill treated by the Englilh ; as he was a perfonal 
enemy to the duke of Orleans, who w^as leagued 
with England agai nit Spain ; and, in fne, as he 
was a prieft of that church, for the fake of whicii 
the pretender’s father had fo foolifliiy loft bis 
crown. sr 

The Huke of Ormond, as . much beloved iit 
England as the duke of Marlborough was ad- 
F 4 mired. 
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mired, had left his country at the acceflion of 
king George, and retired to Madrid, This no- 
bleman was now vefted with full powers by the 
kingof Spain and the pretender; and, accompanied 
by one Irnegan, another native of England, a man 
of fine addreis, and an cnterprihng fpirit, he went 
to meet the czar in his way to Mi-ftau in Cour- 
land. He demanded theprincefs Anna Petrowna, 
the czar's daughter, in marriage for the fon of 
James n. ^ hoping that this alliance would the 
more fiironglv attach the czar to the interefls of 
tliat unhappy prince. But this propofal, inHead 
of forwarding, retarded, at leafi: for fome time, 
the pregrefs of the negociations, Baron de 
Gertz, among his other proje(3:s, had long fet 
apart this princefs for the duke of Holftein, to 
ivhom, in eiTed, Oie was foon after married. The 
mometit lie was infcrnied of the duke of Ormond's 
propofal, he became jealous of its fuccefs, and 
employed every art to render it abortive. He, as 
w'ell as count Gillembourg, was fetat libertyin the 
month of Auguft, the king of Sweden not even 
dfcigniijg to offer tfce^Ieafl apology^- to the king of 
England, nor to expreTs theilighteft difap probation 
of his minilfer's condu^f. 

At the fame time, the Engliih refident and all 
his family ivere releafed at Stockholm, where they 


* I’hs truth of all thefe particulsrs is confirmed by car- 
dinal Alberoni himfelf, in a letter of thanks which he wrors 
to the author. M, Norberg:, whofe ignorance of the affairs 
cf Eurepe, can only be equalled by the poverty of his ge- 
nius, alisdges that the duke of Ormond left England not 
upon the acceffrun of George I. but immediately after the 
death of queen Anre ; as if forfooth George L had not beea 
■;he immediate fucceffor of that queen, 


had 
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tad been treated with much mere feverity than 
Gilleiiibourg had been at London. 

Gortz. being now at liberty, behaved like ati 
huplacable enemy, prompted not oidy by t’ne 
povvcrlol motives by which he l.r..: k-rnn :■!;■= 

adua ted, but indigated by a 0: jovengc, 

ofa account of his late imprifonment. He iii- 
'■^’liantly pofted aivay to the czar, and, by Ids artful 
■infinuations, obtained a greater afeendaat over 
that prince than ever. He aiTured him, that in 
lefs than three months, he ivoulJ, in conjundioii 
with a fingle plemporentiary from RiuTia, remove 
every obi’iacle that retarded the conduiion of a 
peace with Sweden. Taking a map in his hand, 
vvhl:;- had been drawn by the czar hinifelfj and 
making a lii-.c from Vfibourg, all the way to 
the frozen fea, running along the lake Ladoga, 
he unde: to.)k to rerf-.ado his m after to give up 
all the coiiiUry h. ing to tlie eaftward of that line, 
as Well as Careliay Ingria, and Livonia. He then 
hinted at a propofal of marriage between liis 
czarifti majefty’s daughter and the duke of Ho;- 
ftein, flattering the czar with die agreeable hopci 
that the duke Itiig’it pothbl}* be prevailed upon 
to yield him up his dominions for an equivaienr,. 
by which acquifuion he would become a member 
of the empire, and that either himftif or fome. of 
his ddeendamis might one clay cbtala' the im- 
perial crown. By thefe means he gratihed the 
aviibitious views of the Ruflian monarch, and de- 
thrived the pretender of all hopes of marrying the 
czariiiian princefs, at the Uime rime that he opened 
to him a more tempting prnjicl; in England, and 
thus uccinnpliihed ail his own projcdls at once. 

The czar named the ifle of Aland for holding 
the conference between Ofterman, id^ njinifter t-f 
J S 
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ftate, nnd baron de GortZw He defired the duke 
of Ormond to return to Spain, that he might not 
give too great caufe of offence to the Englilhj, 
with whom he had no intention of coming to aa 
open rupture, till he fliouid be ready to make the 
projeded invafion. But Irnegan. the duke’s con» 
hdant, was allowed to flay at Peterfburg, where ^ 
he lived iviih fo much privacy and caution, that 
he never came abroad in the day time, nor ever 
converfed with any of the czar’s miniiters, except 
in the diCgulih of a peafant or Tartar, 

Immediately after the duke of Ormond’s de- 
parture, the czar acquainted the king of England 
Tvdth the high compliment he had payed him In 
difnjifilng the greateft man in the pretender’s 
faclion; and baron Gortz returned to Sweden, 
ffuOied with hopes of fuccefs. 

Gortz found his maffer at the head of thirty- 
five thoufand regular troops, and all the coafls 
guarded by the railitin. The king ivanted nothing 
but money. Bur the public credit, as well at 
home as abroad, was entirely exhauficd, France, 
which had hmiiHim him tyith fome fupplie?, du- 
ring the laff years o'rLewds XIV, rehded to con- 
tribute any mere under the regency of the duke 
of Orleans, who purfued a cauie very dlfFcrent 
from that of Lewis. Spain promifed him ibme 
remittances; but was not yet in a, condition to 
alFord any thing connderable. 

De Gortz therefore carried a feherne into exe- 
cution rvhiclt he had tried before bis journey to 
'France and lialland. This v/as to give to copper 
the value of illver; fo that a piece of the former 
metal, whole intrinne value was only a baiL 
:pei)ny, ilmukf, when flaniped wdrh "he king’s 
•mark, pals for forty pence.; as the governors "of 

he- 
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oefieged towns freqacndy pay the loidiers and 
citizens sa leathern money, in expectation of 
being one day able to reimbarfe ibesn in real 
coin. This hclitions kind of money, which owes 
its birth to neceiiity, and can only be rendered 
.current by its being punctually paid in real fpecie, 
is like bills of exchange, the imaginary value of 
which may eafily exceed the folkl funds that are 
in a nation, 

Thele expedients are of great lafe in a free 
country. They have often laved a republic, but 
feldom, or never, fail to ruin a monarchy; for, as 
■■■he p-covih. u.\:n begirt to grow fnfpicious, the mi- 
chiig::d to break his word : tlic Ideal money 
multiplies a-pace ; private men bury ih.cir money 
■in the earth; and the v.holo machine of oovern- 
merit falls into a confufion which is often pro- 
dmdlive of the moll pernicious ccu!equenccs, as 
was but too plainly exemplihed in the fate of 
fhveden. 

At Hrfl: the baron de Gortz iiiued out his new 
coin with equal dlfcretion and reilrve ; but, by 
the rapidity otf|i motion which he could not rt- 
Rrain, he was fooii hurriet beyond the limits 
w'hidi he had originally preferibed to himrelr. All 
.■kinds of goods and provifions having rifen to an 
■imatoderate price, he was obliged to encreafe the 
quantity of ids copper coin. But -the more it v.'as 
encreafed, the Icfs was its value ; and Sweden, de- 
luged as it weie by this falfe money, fet up a ge- 
neral cry againfi baron de Gortz. The people, 
vvIjo always regarded tlreir fovereiga with a kind 
of veneration, could not find in their hearts to 
bale him, and therefore made the w’eight of rlicir 
refcninier^ to falJ on 3 minifler, who, both as a 
T 6 foreigner 
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foreigner and Yhief diredor of the finances^ was 
doubly expofed to the public odium. 

But what entirely compleated his min was a 
tax he attempted to impofe on the clergy. The 
clergy, who are too apt to join their own caufe 
to that of the Supreme Being, called him an atheifts 
becaufe he demanded their money. Some of the 
new copper coin being damped with the figures 
of the heathen gods, they thence took, occafion 
to call thofe pieces the gods of baron de Gortz. 

To this public odium under which he laboured, 
was added the jealoufi/ of the miniucrs ; the more 
implacable in their refentment as their power 
w-as the lefs. The king’s fideiv and the prince 
her hi.-foand, dreaded him, as a man attached 
from his birth to the duke of Hoifiein, and might 
one day be able to place the ci\ wn of Sweden on 
Ills h«ad. In a word, he had incurred the hatred 
of the whole nation, Charles alone excepted ; but 
this general averfion ferved only to enfure to liLu 
the friend fiiip of the king, whofe maxim it always 
was to be the more indexible the more he was 
contradicted. Aoiordingly, he now relied upon 
the baron with an aknoft implicit conddence ; gave 
him an abfolute power in the interior govern- 
ment of the kingdom ; and committed to his care 
whatever related to the negociations with the czai's 
jirefilng him above all things to halfen the confe- 
rence that was to be held in the ide of Aland. 

And, indeed, Gortz had no fooner regulated 
the finances, (a work which had hitherto detained 
him at Stockholm) than he fet out on his jruMiey 
for the place appointed, in order to finiih with 
the czar’s minhler the grand fcheme he had pro* 
jecled. 

The preliminary articles of tliat alliance, which 

was 
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was wholly to have changed the face of affairs in 
Europe* were tbund among de Gortz's papers 
after his death, and were as follow : 

T'he czar was to keep the whole of Livonia, and 
part of Ingria and Carelia to himfelf, and to re- 
iiore the reft to Sweden. He was to join his ef- 
forts with thofe of Charles XIL in order to re- 
fiore Staniflaus to the throne of Poland, and to 
enter that country with eighty thou land Flu Ilians, 
to dethrone the very king in whofe defence he 
bad waged a war of ten years continaance. He 
was to fiirnidi the king of Sweden with a number 
offliips fiifikient to tranfport ttn thoufancl Swedt.s 
to England, and thirty thoufund to Germ any , 
The united forces of Peter and Charles were to 
attack the king of England in his German domi- 
nions, efpecially in Bremen and Verden ; and 
were likewif? to be employed in rc-L-ihiblifliiug 
the duke of and compelling the king of 

Pruffia to agree to a treaty, by wLich he would 
have been deprived of part of tliofc tciritork'is 
which he had icizeci. Fi’om the time that this al- 
liance was made, Charles alTumcd fuch lofty airs, 
as if his \ idtofscus troops, i^rcmforced by thoie of 
the czar, had already carried pH his fehemes into 
execution. He required the emperor of Germa- 
ny, in a peremptory manner, to fulnl the treaty 
of Aitranfiad. But the court cf Vienna would 
hardly deign to give an arifwcr to the propofal of 
a prince from wdioni (lie hud iiodiing to fbar. 

The king of Poland did not enjoy the fiime 
tranquillity; but Aiw the clouds gathering ail 
around lum. 'I’bc Poiiflt nobilhy kul kruicd a 
confederacy againii him ; and, ever urcj his re- 
(loration, ho had perpetually been engaged cither 
k wars^or treaiies with his fiildeels, 'I he czar, 
g who 
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who was now become a dangerous mediator, had 
an hundred gailies near Dan tzick, and forty thou- 
fand men on the frontiers of Poland. All the 
North was filed vvith jealoufy and apprehenfion. 
Pleming, of all men in the world the tnoft apt to 
diftruit, and himfelf the mOil to bedillrufled, was 
the f rii who fufpeded the defigns of the czar and 
the king of Sweden in favour of Stanhiaus. Ke 
therefore refolved to have this prince feized in the 
dutchy of Deux-Ponts, as James Sobleflcy had for- 
merly been in Silefia. Saiffan, a Frenchman, one 
of thofe renlefs and enterprining/lnrits, who wan- 
der into foreign parts to try their fortunes, had 
lately brought a fmall number of his countrymen, 
bold and daring like himfelf, into the fcrvice of 
-the king of Poland. Ke imparted a projedl to 
Fleming, by which he undertook, with the alnf- 
tance of thirty French ojEcers, to feize Stariin<:;ii3 
in his own palace, and carry him a prifener to 
Drefden. The projedl w’as ap]:>roved. Enterprizes 
of that nature were not then uncommon. Some 
of thofe defperate fellows who are called Bravos 
in. Italy, had performed the like atchievemenrs in 
the Miianefe, during the laft W'ar between France 
and Germany : and, even fince that time, fcveral 
French refugees in Holland had ventured to pene- 
trate to Verfailles, in order to curry off the dau- 
phin, and actually had feized the perfon of liie 
frit: equerry, alrnoft under the windows of the 
jcaffle where Lewis XIV. redded. 

Accordingly, Saiiran difpoicd his men and poff- 
horfes in the belt manner he could conirivc, in 
order to feize and carry off Stan ilia iis- But the 
enterprize was difeovered the nigbi before it was 
to have been carried into execution. Several of 
ll:e defperadoes fayed thciitfelyes by ffight, and the 

tcB 
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reft were taken prifoners. They had no right to 
expe£l to be treated as prifoners of war, but ra- 
ther as common robbers. Staniilaus, inffead of 
punifliing them as their crime deferved, contented 
himfelf with reproaching them with their bafe- 
nefs, and even that he did with the greatefi: po- 
lirenefs and humanity. Nay, what is more^ he 
gave them money to defray the expences of their 
retiirn to Poland, and, by that of ‘generoilty, 
plaliiiy fhewed that his rival Auguftus had but too 
much reafon to fear hiin^. 

Mean while Charles fet out on a'iecond expe- 
dition to Norway, in the month of October 17 iS. 
He had taken all his meafures with fo much pru- 
dence and precaution, that he hoped he fnouki be 
able, in the fpace of fix months, to make himfelf 
mafter of that kingdom. He rather chofe to go 
and conquer rocks amidir ice and fnow, in the 
depth of winter, which kills the animals even in 
Sweden, where the cold Is IcTs fcvere, than to re- 
cover his beautiful provinces in Germany. T^hcfe 
he expe£led he flKnikl foori be able to retake in 
confequence of his alliance wkh the czar; and, 
in any event, it^was a much^more tempting ob- 
je£l of ambition to wrefl a kingdom from his vic- 
torious foe. 

At the mouth of the river Tiflcndall, near the 
bay of Denmark, and between the towns of Ba- 


* Here M.Norberg 5cci>fes the auihor of treatin.:^ crowned 
hssds with too li::!': •efj’-.rrl j if thii; accountcon- 

iained in it any or as if we were obliged 

to relate aught but truth of depa-ted kings. What ! does 
he imagine that hilbory fliould refetr.ble a fermon preached 
before a fovereign, in which the flattering orator Lads his 
royal hearer's with unmerited praifes? 
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bus and Anflo, ftands Fredericklliall, a place of 
great ftrength and importance, and confidered as 
the key of the kingdom. To this town Charles 
laid fiege, in the month of December. The fol- 
diers, benumbed with cold, wei'e hardly able to 
break the ground, which was fo much hardened 
by the froft, that it was almoft as difl^cult to 
pierce it, as if they had been opening trenches in 
a rock. But nothing could refiil the refolution 
and peiTeverance of the Swedes, while they faw 
their king at their head, and fhsring in all their 
labours. Never, indeed, did Charles underoc 
greater fatigues. His conftitution, Brengrhened 
by eighteen years of ferere labour, was hardened 
to fuch a degree, that he flept in the open field in 
Norway in the midh: of winter, covered only 
with a cloak, and without doing the lea/t preju- 
dice to his health. Several of the foldiers on duty 
dropt down dead with cold ; and though the reft 
were almolt frozen to death, yet as they faw their 
king partaking in all their harcifnips, they durft 
not utter a iingle word of complaint. Having- 
heard, a little before this expedition, of a certain 
woman in Sc^.nls, -palled Joan Potter, who had 
lived for feveral montlis, without any other noii- 
nihment than w arerj he, who had all his life 
H.iidied to inure lumfclf to the ivorfl extremes 
that huma.n nature can fupport, rePlved to try 
how long he could fiifc without fdnti:;g. Ac- 
cordingly liofided five whole days, aiLhout cithc-r 
eating or drii-kiiig ; af-d, on tr.e a;cr;ung of the 
jGixth, rode two league:?, and ther alighted at the 
ienc of the prince of litfh, his brolmcT in-law, 
where he eat heartily, wit hen t fc;ciin:^ the leail 
■dTorder, eithuer from his long fcifl of Iv'-e days, 

r- 
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®r from the plentiful meal which now fuc- 
ceeded^. 

With fucli a body of iron, infpired by a fool 
alike enterprifing and indexible in every condi- 
tion, he could not fail to be formidable to all his 
neighbours. 

On the eleventh of December, being St. An- 
drew’s day, he went at nine in the evcjnng to 
view the trenches ; and not finding the parallel 
fo far advanced as lie expeclcd, he could not hel[) 
e.N'prefiing his furprize and dirpleafure. Mr. Me- 
gret, a French engineer, who conducted the fiege, 
aHured him that the place would be taken iit 
eight days. “ Well! we ihall fee,’’ fays the king, 
and went on with the engineer to fiirvey the 
works. He flopped at a place where a branch of 
the trenches fontted an angle with the parallel. 
He kneeled on the inner talus, and refting his el- 
bow on the parapet, continued for fonie rime to 
view the men who were carrying on the trenches 
by ilardight. 

Circuiiiflances, in their own nature trivial, be- 
come important Ivben they reiate to the death of 
fiich a man as Charles XIL I muft therefore take 
upon me to fay, that the whole of the converfa- 
tion, reported by fo many writers to have palTed 
between the king and iVJegret the engineer, is ab- 
foliitely falfe. The following account I can af- 
firm, upon the bell authority, to be the real truth 
of the matter. 

The king flood with almofl the half of his body 
expofed to a battery of cannon pointed diredly 


* Norberg a'jledges that it was to cure a pain in hi& 
bread, thatCrfarles fubmitted to thii long abiTiinence. Con- 
feffor tforbergis furely amoii wretched pbyucian. 
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againfl the angle where he was. He was attended 
by two Frenchmen only; one of whom was M. 
Siquier, his aid-de-camp, a man of courage and 
conduct, who had entered into his fervice in 
Turky, and was particularly attached to the prince 
of Heile; the other was this engineer. The cau- 
tion hred upon them with grape^Hiot, to which 
the king, as he ffood behind them, was moft ex- 
po fed. A little behind them was count Swerin^ 
who comixianded the trenches. Wliile Swerin was 
giving orders to count Foill', a captain of the 
guards, and to one Culbert, his aid-de-camp, Si- 
cjuier and Meg ret faw .the king fall upon tlie pa- 
rapet, with a deep figh. They ran to him ; but 
•lie was already dead. A ball of half a pound had 
flruck him on the right temple, and tnade a hole 
fu.^hcient to receive three fingers at once. His 
head reclined upon the parapet ; his left e^’e beat 
.in. and the right one entirely beat out of its foc- 
ket. Though he expired the moment he received 
the wound, yet, by a kind of infliniPdve motion, 
he bad graf]'/ed the hilt of his fword ia his hand, 
.and flili lay in thkt pofiure. 'At -fight of this 
fliocking fpeclacle, Megret, a man of a fingukr 
.turn of mind, and of great indifference of temper, 
faid, Come, gentlemen, the farce is ended, let 
US' now go to fupper.’’ Siqtiier ran iju me cl lately 
;and informed count Swerin of what had happened. 
They all agreed to conceal the news of his death 
from the foldiers, till fuch rime as the prince of 
He0e fbouid be acquainted with it. The body 
■was wrapt up in a grey cloak, Siquier put his 
hat and wig on the king’s head; and in this con- 
dition Charles was carried, under the name of 
:P.ne captain Carls berg, through the midft of his 

troops^ 
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troops., who thus fay their dead king pafs them^ 
without ever dreaming that it was his nvajelty. 

The prince gave inftaat orders that no one 
ihould ilir out of the camp, and that all the paiies 
to Sweden Ihould be flridlly guarded, that (b he 
might have time to take the nccefiary meafurcs for 
placing the crown on his wife’s head, and to ex- 
clude the duke of Holfteia, who might lay clahn 
£0 it. 

Thus fell Charles XU, king of Sweden, at the 
ar4e of thirty-hx years and an half, after haviu-g 
experienced ail the grandeur of prolperiry, and ail 
the hardflups of adveiTity, witliout being either 
fofrened by the one, or theleaft dUrurbecI by the 
ollvjr, Almolf all his actions, even thofe of his 
private life, border on the marvellous. Perhaps 
Ik" was the only man, mod certainly be was the 
only king, that ever lived without failings. I*Ie 
carried all the virtues of the hero to fuch an ex- 
cefs as readers them no lefs dangerous than the 
•oppoOte vices. His refolution, hardened into ob« 
ftinacy, occafioned his misfortunes in the Uk- 
raine, and detairJd him five ytars in Turky. His 
liberality, degenerating into profufion, ruined 
Sweden. His courage, puflied the length of teme- 
tity, was the caiife of his death, x'lnd, during 
the hfl years of his reign, the means he employed 
to fiipport his authority, differed little from ty- 
ranny. His great qualities, any one of which 
would have been fufiicient to immortalize another 
prince, proved pernicious to his country. He 
never was the aggrelfor; but, in taking ven- 
geance on thofe who bad injured him, his refent- 
ment got the better of his prudence. He was the 
firft 'man ever afpired to the tide of con- 
queror, without the kali defire of enlarging bk 
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dominions. His only end in fubdning kingdoms 
was to have the pleafure of giving them away* 
His paOion for glory, for war, and revenge^ pre- 
vented him from being a good politician j a 
lity, without which the world had never before 
feen any one a conqueror. Before a battle, and 
after a vidory, he was rriodefl and humble ; and 
after a defeat firm and undaunted. Severe tohim- 
felf as well as to others, he too little reg:.rded 
either his own life and labours, or thofe of his 
fubjecls : an extraordinary rather than a great 
and more worthy to be admired than imiriited. 
From the hiitory of his life however, fucceeding 
kings may learn, that a quiet and happy govern-. 
merit is infinitely preferable to fo much glory. 

Charles XII. was of a tall ftature and portly 
figure ; he had a fine forehead, large blue eyes 
full of fvveetneft, and a handibme nofeo But the 
lower part of his face was dib.greeribJe, and too 
often disfigured by a frequent laugh, which fcarce 
opened his lips ; and as to hair and beard, he had 
hardly any at all. A profound .Glence reigned at 
his table. Notwitpiilanding thth indexible obfii- 
nacy of his temper, he always retained that baflt- 
fulnefs which goes by the name of falfc modefty., 
He was but little qualified to make a figure in 
converfation, becaufe, having acididted himfelf en- 
tirely to W’ar and adion, he v/as utterly unac- 
quainted with the pleafures of fociety. Till the ' 
time of his refidence among the Turks, which 
furniflied him with a good deal of leifure, he had 
read nothing but CtefaFs Coinmentaries and the 
hiffory of Alexander. It is true he had wrote 
feme remarks on the art of war, and particularly 
on his own campaigns from 1700 to 1709. 'fhis 
he owned to the chevalier de Folard, but faid that 

th^ 
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the niw^nnfcnpt bad been loit in the unfortunate 
battle of Puhowa. Some people would make us 
believe that Charles was a good mathematician. 
That he was poiTeHcd of great depth and penetra- 
tion of thought, cannot be denied ; but the ar- 
guments they produce to prove his knowledge in 
mathematics are by no means conclufive. He 
wanted to alter the method of counting by tensy 
and to fubflitiite in its place the number llxty- 
four, becaufe that number contains both a fquare 
and a cube, and being divided by two is reducible 
to an unit. This, if it proves any thing, only 
fnews that he always delighted in what was diffi- 
cult and extraordinary. 

With regard to his religion, though the fenti- 
ments of a prince ought to have no influence on' 
other men, and though the opinion of a monarch 
to illirerate as Charles, is of little coufequence in 
thefe matters, yet in this, as v/eli as in other par- 
ticulars, we mufi: gratify the curiofity of man- 
kind, who are anxious to know>whatever relates 
to a prince of hil character. ^1 am informed, by 
the gentieman who hath furniffitd me with the 
greateil part of the materials which compofe this 
hiflory, that Charles XIL was a ferious Lutheran 
till the year 1707. Happening then to be at Leip- 
fick, he there met with the famous philoibpber 
Mr. Leibnitz, a man who thought and fpoke with 
equal freedom, and had already initillcd his no- 
tions into more princes than one. I cannot be- 
lieve, wdiat is commonly reported, that Charles 
Xn. conceived an indifference for Lutheraiiifm 
from the (^onverfadon cf this piiiIof:)pher, who 
never had the honour to talk with him above a 
quarter oti an haur; but I have been told by M. 
Fabricius, who lived with him in great familiarity 

for 
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for feven years fucceffively, that having feen, cfor^ 
ing his abode among the Turks, fuch an infinite 
variety of religions, he became more lax in his 
principles. This fact is iikewife confirmed by 
Motraye in his voyages. The fame too is the 
opinion of the count de Croii'ij/j who hath often 
told me, that of all his old principles, Charles re- 
tained none but that of abfblute predefiinatioos a 
dodrine that favoured his courage, and juftified 
his temerity. The czar was of much the flime 
v/ay of thinking, with regard to fate and religion ; 
but talked of thefe fubjeds more frequently, aa 
indeed he did of every thing e!fe with bis favou- 
rites, in a very familiar Ftiannet; for he had this 
advantage over Charles, that he was a good phi* 
lofopher and an eloquent fpeaker. 

Here I cannot help taking notice of a mod un- 
charitable fufpicion, too readily embraced by the 
weak and credulous, and too indudrioufly propa- 
gated by the malicious and ill-natured, to wit, 
that the death of princes is always owing to poi^ 
fon or airafrination..fi It was thed? the current re- 
port in Germany, that Mr. Siquier was the man 
who killed the king of Sweden. That brave offi- 
cer was long grieved at this injurious afperfioni 
and, as he was one day talking to me on the fub- 
jed : I might have killed the king of Sweden, 

(faid he) but, had I been capable of forming fuch 
a barbarous refolution, fo great was my venera- 
tion for that iliuftrious hero, that 1 could not 
have had the courage to carry it into execution.” 

I know, indeed, that Siquier himielf gave oc- 
cafion to this heavy charge, which, even to this 
day, marsy of the Swedes believe 'ro be well 
founded. He told me, that being fei^-ed with a 
violent fever at Stockholm, he cried out that he 

had 
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had killed the king of Sweden ; and that* in the 
height of his phronzy, he even opened the win- 
dow, and publicly begged pardon for the regicide* 
Whers he was informed, in the coiirfe of his reco- 
very, of w’hat he had faid in his ilinefs, he was 
almoft r^ady to die with grief. This anecdote I 
did not chufe to publifli during his life- time. I 
fiiw him a little before hee:tpired, and think lean 
fa ‘eh: atHrm, that, far from killing Charles XIL 
he wrnld have fiiffered a thoinsnd deaths to fave 
lb.:- life* of that hero. Had he afiiial ly committed 
fuc. il a horrid crime, it miiil have been to ierve 
feme prince, who, no doubt, would have libe- 
ral!-; -..-evvarded him for fuch a piece 'of treachery j 
but be died in France fo extremely poor, that he 
ever. fi:ood in need of my alTiftance. If thefe rea- 
fons are not thought fufficientto vindicate his me- 
mory, let it be confidered, that the ball by which 
Cha’-le: f:;l could not come from a piftol, and yet 
that S::.:..'ier had no other way to give the fatal 
blow, than by a piibol concealed under his 
ments. -I ^ . 

The king was no fooner dead, than the fiege 
of Fredencksliali was raifed, and ,a total change 
took place in the government. The Swedes, who 
coni] de red the glory of their fovereign rather as a 
burden -Lha-n an advantage, applied their whole 
attention towards concluding a peace with their 
enemies, and lupprefiing that ablbiute power 
w:‘.ich baron de Gorrz had fo much abufed to 
th r.‘:; ruin. The ifates, by a free and voluntary 
ccc.-icc, elected the fiftcr of Charles XIL for their 
queen, and obliged her, by a loienin a£l, to re- 
nmif'ce ail i^ereditary right to the crown, that fo 
fh-;: nughc hold it by the fuffrages of the people. 
Sne boujidlierfeirby tl\e moft facred oaths never 
2 to 



The history 

'” ff".l -f 'r°; 

j^gai.ftaion 

rh‘°,”h“n=t".te fai cdUion. «.>. hU roj.l 

Gortz was taken into cuftody 
The_ baron de Gortz 
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APPROBATION 


The underwritten^ who have ob« 
talnecl the character of a learned, 
and even of an ingenious man, have 
read this maniifcript, which, in fpite 
of myfelf, I have found to be cu- 
rious, entertaining, moral, philofo- 
phical, and capable of affording plea- 
fare even to thofe who hate ro- 
mances. I have therefore decried 
it ; and have affured the Cadi-lefquier 
that it is ah abominable perform- 
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EPISTLE DEDICATORY 

T 0 T H E. 

Sultana SHERAA, 

B Y S A D I. 


'Fhc iSih of the Month ScHEWAr., hi the 
837th Year of the Hegira, 

D E! LIGHT of the eyes,, torment 
of the IssTirc, and of the mind, 
I kifs not the duft of thy feet, becaufe 
thou never walkelij or walked; oarly on 
the carpets of Iran, or in paths ftrewed 
with rofes. I offer thee the tranflation of 
a book, wrote by an ancient fage j who^ 
having the happinefs to have nothing to 
do, amufed himfeif in compofing the hif- 
tory of ^adig j a work which perforra?- 
more than it promifes. I befeech thee to; 

G 3 read 
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read and examine it 5 for, though tliou 
art in the fpring of life, and e^^ery pies- 
fure courts thee to its embrace ; though 
thou art beautiful, and thy beauty be em- 
bellifiied by rhv admirable talents j tho“ 
thou art praifed ffcrn eytnina: to montinp, 
and, on all thefe accounts, haft a right to 
be devoid of common fsnfe ; j’et thou 
haft a fcund judgment, and a fine tafte i 
and I have heard thee reafon with more 
accuracy than the old dervifes, with their 
long beards and pointed bonnets. Thou 
art difcreet, without being diftrulcful j 
gentle without weakness and benefi- 
cent v/ith difcernment. Thou ioveft thy 
friends, and maheft thyfeli no enemies. 
Thy wit never borrows its charms from 
the lhafts of detradlion j thou neither 
fayeft nor doeft any ill, notwithftanding 
that both are fo much in thy pov/er. In 
a word, thy foul hath always appeared to 
me to be as pure and unfuliied as tlsy 
beauty. Befides, thou haft fome iittie 
'knowlege in philofophy, which makes me 
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believe that thou -wik take more pleafure 
than others of thy fex in perufing the 
work of this venerable fage. 

It was originally, written in the ancient 
Chaldee, a knguaas which neither thou 
nor. I underftand. it was afterwards tranf- 
lated into the Arabic, to am-ufe the fa- 
mous fultan Oulougbeg, much about the 
time that the Arabians and Perftans began 
to writs the Thoufand and One Nights, 
the Thoufand and One Days, isc. Ouloug 
was fond of reading Zadigj but the.ful- 
tanas were fonder of the Thoufand .and 
One. “ How can you prefer (would the 
wife Ouloug, fay to them) thofe ftories 
which have neither fenfe nor meaning ?’* 
“ it is for that very reafon (replied the 
fultanas) that we like them.” 

I flatter myfelf that thou wilt not re« 
femble thefe thy predecefTors ) but that 
thou wilt be a true Ouloug. I even hope, 
that when thou art tired with thofe gene- 
ral conrerfations, which differ from the 
, G4 Thou* 
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Thoufand and One in nothing but u‘i 
being lefs agreeable, I fhall have the Iw- 
nour to entertain thee for a moment with 
a rational difcourfe. Hadft; thou been 
Thaleftris, in the time of Scandcr the foa 
of Philip 5 hadft thou been the queen of 
Sheba in the time of Solomon, thefc are 
the very kings tiiat tvould have paid inte 
a vifir. 

^ I pray the heavenly pcivers, tnat tny 
pleafures may be unmixed, thy beauty 
never fading, and thy happinefs without 
end. 






Z A D I G*. 
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ORIENTAL HISTORY. 


The Blind of One Eye. 

T here lived at Ba^don, in the reign 
, of king^Moabdar, a^young man, named 
Zadig, of a good natural difpofition, 
iircngthened and improved by education. Tho’ 
rich and young, he had learned to moderate his 
paliions: he had nothing ftiff or aiTedted in his 
behaviour; he did not pretend to es:anu'neevery 
aefion by the ffriifl: rules of realbn ; but was" al- 
ways ready to make proper allowances for the 
weaknefs of mankind. It was matter of iur- 
prize, that, iiotwithftanding his iprightly wit^ 

The reader will ac once perceive that this piece is a 
diverting pi^ure of haman life, in which the author has 
ingenioufly contrived to ridicale and ftigmatixe the foJJits 
and vices that abound in every ftation. 
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he never expofed by his raillery thofe vagtie^, 
incoherent, and noify difcourfes, thofe rafli ceii* 
fures, ignorant decifions, coarfe jefts, and all, 
that empty jingle of v/ords, which, at Babylon,^ 
went by the name of converfation. He had 
learned, in the iirft book of Zproafter, that 
felf-love is a foot-ball fwelled with wind, from 
which, when pierced, the moft terrible tem- 
pefts ilTue forth. Above all, Zadig never boafted 
of his conquefts among the women, nor affec- 
ted to entertain a contemptible opinion of the 
fair fex. He was generous ^ and was never 
afraid of obliging the ungratefuj, remembering 
the grand precept of Zoroafter ; When thou 

eatett, give to the dogs, iliould they even bite 
thee/^ He was as wife as it is poffible for man 
to bej for he fought to live with the wife. In- 
ftruSed in the fciences of the ancient Chal- 
deans, he underftood the principles of natural 
philofophy, fuchas they were theii fuppofed to 
lie j and knew as much of metaphyfics as hath 
ever been known in any age, that is, little or 
nothing at all. '‘He was firrnlj^erfuaded, not- 
withftanding the new philofqphy of the times, 
that the year confifted of three hundred and 
-fixty-jSve days and fix hours, and that the fun 
• was in the center of the world. But when the 
-principal rnagi told him, with a haughty and - 
epntemptuous air, that his feiuirnents were of 

dangerous tendency, and that it was to be 
ah enemy to the ftate, to believe that the fun 
revolved round its own axis, and that the year 
had twelve months, he held his tongue with 
great modeify and rneckiiefs^. 

” ■" ■ - • ^ 

^ AOuding to the ftory of Galileo, ‘v/ho wfs imprifoned. 

the inquifuioB at Kome under pope Urban VHL for 
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Pofieffed as he was of great riches, and con- 
feqoently of many friends, bicfled with a good 
conftitution, a handfome figure, a mind juft 
and moderate, and a heart noble and fincere# 
he fondly imagined that he might eafily be 
happy* He was going to be married to Semira# 
who, in point of beauty, birth, and fortune^ 
was the iirft match in Babylon. He had a rea! 
and virtuousr afFection ibr this lady, and fee 
•loved him with the moft paffionate fondiiefs. 
"Fhe happy moment was alinoft arriv'cd, that 
W'as to unite tliem for ever in the bands of wed- 
lock, when happening to take a w^alk together 
towards one of the gates of Baby Ion, under the 
palm-trees that adorn the banks of thefdophra- 
tes, they faw fome men approaching, armed 
with jabres and arrows. Thcfe were the at- 
tendants of young Orcan, the minifter’s ne- 
phew, whom his uncle’s creatures had flattered 
into an opinion that he might do every thing 
with impunity. He had none of the graces 
nor virtues of Zadigj but thinking himfelf a 
much more acc^mplifeed njpn^ he was enraged 
to find that the other was preferred before him. 
This jealoufy, which was merely the eftebl of 
his vanity, made him imagine that he w^s def-: 
perately in love v^^ith Semira; and accordingly 
he refolved to carry her off- The ravifbers 
feized .her; in the violence of the outrage they 
wounded her ; and made the blood flow from -a 
perfon, the fight of which would have foftened 
the tygers of mount Imaus. She pierced the 
heavens with her complaints. She cried out,. 


having the motion of the earth, and obliged to rt-^ 

trail Uu'it dodrine* ■:< 
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My dear hufband I they tear me from the 
man I adore.” Regardlefs of her own danger^ 
’fhe was only concerned for the fate of her de r 
Zadig, who, in the mean time, defended bin - 
felf w’ith all the ftrength that courage and lot^e 
could infpire. Afiifted only by two flaves, he 
put the raviOiers to £ight5 and carried home Se- 
mira, infenfible and bloody as flie v/as. On 
opening her eyes, and beholding her deliverer, 

O Zadig, (faid ihe) I loved thee formerly as 
my intended hufband j I now love thee as the 
prefer ver of my honour and my life.” Never 
was heart more deeply aifeefed than that of Se- 
mira. Never did a more charming m.outh ex- 
prefs more moving fentinients, in thofe glowing 
words infpired by a fenfe of the greateft of all 
favours, and by the inoft tender tranfports of a 
lawful paffion. Her wound was flight, and 
was foon cured* Zadig was more dangeroufly 
wounded 5 an arrow had pierced him near his 
eye, and penetrated to a confiderable^ depth. 
Sennira wearied heaven with her prayers for the 
Tccovery of her lover. Her '"^yes were con- 
ftanlly bathed in tears 3 flie anxioufiy waited the 
happy moment v/hen thofc of Zadig fhould be 
able to meet hers 5 but an abfeefs grov/ing on 
the wounded eye, gave every thing to fear. A 
mefienger w-as imrnedi-'.idy difpatched to Mem- 
phis, for the great phyikian Kermes, who 
,C2mie with a numerous retinue. He vifscecl the 
■ patient, and declared that he would lofe his 
eye. He even foretold the day and hour when 
this fatal event 4 vould happen. ** FLul it been 
the right eye, {faid he) 1 could eafily have cured 
it ■; but the wounds of the left eye incure- 
ablef' All Babylon laincntcd che fate of Za- 
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dig* and admired the profound knowledge of 
Hermes. In two days the abfcefs broke of its 
own accord ; and Zadi'g was perfectly cured^ 
Hermes wrote a book to prove that it ouo-ht not 
to have been cured. Zadig did net read it ; 
as foon as he was able to go abroad, he went to 
pay a vifit to her in whon^ ail his hopes of hap- 
pinels were centered, and for whofe fake alone 
he wiflied to have eyes. Semira had beem iia 
the country tor three days pait. He learned on 
the road, that that iinc lady, having openly de- 
clared that fte had an unconquerable averfion to 
one-eyed men, had, the night before, given 
her band to Orcan. At this news he fell fpeech- 
lefs to the ground. His forrows brought himi 
almofl: to the brink of the grave. He w^as I i.r>- 
i-ndifpofed but reafon, at lafr, got the bettev 
of his aitlid-icnj and the feverity of his fate 
ierved even to con foie him.. 

Since (faid he) I have fufrered fo much 
from the cruel caprice of a woman educated at 
court, I mufi: now think of marrying the claufi!;h- 
ter of a He pished upon .Azora^ a 

lady of the greatefl; prudence, and of the befi: 
tamiiyln town. He married her, and lived with 
her for three months in all the delights of the 
mofi; tender luiioii. He only obferved that fh-e 
had a little levity ; and was too apt to find that 
thofe young men who had the molt handfome 
peribns \ye.rc like wife poiTdled of rnofi: wit and 
virtue. " 




The 
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morning Azora returned from a walk !n 
a terrible palEon, and uttering the moil: 
violent exclamations. What aileth thee, ffaid 
Be) my dear fpoufe? what is it that can thus 
have dircompofed thee?^^ Alas, (hid ffcc) 
thou wouldeft be as much enraged as I am, hadft 
thou feen wdiat I bav^e juft beheld. I have been 
to comfort the young widow Cofrou, who,, 
within thefe tw'odays, hath raifed a tomb to her 
young hufband, near the rivulet that waftics 
the fkirts of this meadow. She vowed to hea- 
ven, in the bitternefs of her grief, to remain 
at this tomb, while the water of the rivulet 
fhould continue to fun near Well, (faid 

Zadig) Ihe is an excellent woman, and loved 
-her hufband with the moft fmcerc aftedliond* 
Ah! (replied Azora) didft thou but know 
•in what file was employed when I went to wait 
upon her In^what, pray, beautiful Azora ? 
was file turning courfe d& the rivulet?’'' 
Azora broke out into fuch long invecrives, and 
loaded the young widow with fuch bitter re- 
proaches, thatZadig was far from being pleafed 
with this oftentation of virtue. 

V Zadig had a friend, named Cador, one of 
tbofe young men in whom his wife dlfcovered 
more probity and merit than in others, lie 
ifnadeiiim his confident, and fecured his fidelity 
as much as poiliblc, by a confiderable prefem. 
Azora having palled two days with a friend in 
' the country, returned home on the third. The 
fervants told her, with tears in their that 
her hufbaad died fuddenly the night before; 

that 



■ The NOS E. 135 . 

that they were afraid to fend her an account of' 
this mournful event ; and that they had juft been 
depoftting his corps in the tomb of his ancef- 
torSj at the end of the garden. She wept *5 fltc 
tore her hair j and fwore file would follow him 
to the grave. In the evening, Cador begged 
leave to wait upon her, and joined his tears 
v/ith hers. Next day they wept iefsj and dined 
together. Cador told her, that his friend had 
left him the greateft part of his eftate 5 and that 
he fhould think himfelf extremely happy in 
fharing his fortune with her. The lady wept, 
fell into a paftion, and achft became more mild 
and gciitle. They fit longer at fupper than at 
dinner. 'Fhey now talked with greater confi- 
dence. Azora praifed the deceafed j but owned 
that he had many failings from which Cador 
was free. 

During fupper, Cador complained of a vie* 
lent pain in his fide. The lady, greatly con- 
cerned, and eager to feri'e him, caufed all kinds 
of eflences to be brought, with which (he 
anointed him, ^ try if foi^c of them might not 
poiiibly eafe him of his pain. She lamented 
that the great Hermes was notftiil in Babylon. 
She even condefeended to touch the fide in 
which Cador felt fuch exquifite pain. Art 
thou fubjeS to this cruel diforder faid fee to 
him with a compaffionate air. It fometimes 
brings me (replied Cador) to the brink of the 
grave; and there is but one remedy that can 
give me relief; and that is, to apply to my fide 
the iiofe of a man who islately dead.” A ftrange 
remedy, indeed!” faid Azora, ‘‘ Not more 
ftrange (fepUed he) chan the Rebels pf Ariiou 

. . ■ agslikft 

» ■ 
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againft the apoplexy^.” This reafon, aJJe^ 
to the great merit of the young man^ at I ail de- 
termined the lady. After all, (fays flie) when 
my husband fcall crofs the bridge I'china- 
vai'j in his journey to the other world, the 
angel Afrael will not refiife him a paflage be- 
caufe his nofe is a little fiiorLer in the fecond 
life than it vt^as in the firit.” She then took a 
razor ; went to her husband’s tomb ; bedewed 
it with her tears ; and drew near to cut ofF the 
jioie of Zadig, w’hom ■[he found extended at full 
length in the tomb. 'Zadig arofe, holding his 
nole with one hand, and putting b?xk the razor 
with the other, Madam, (laid he) don’t ex- 
claim fo violently againft young Cohou : the 
prejeef of cutting off* my nefe is equal to that 
of taming the coarfe of a rii uietf-’* 


® ^ 
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^ A D I G found by experience, that the firft 
^ month of marriage, as it is .written in the 
book of Zend, is the moon of honey ; and that 
the fecond is the moon of wormwood. He was, 
fome time after, obliged to repudiate Azora, 
who became too difncult to be pleafed 5 and he 
then fought for happinefs in the ftudy of na- 


■* There vv^as ac that time a Babylonian nqnied Arncu, 
who, according to Iiis adverrirements in the Gazettes, cured 
and preverued ail kinds of apoplexies, by a little bag hung 
about the neck. 

t One fees the author had in Ids eye the well kno\TO 
fable cf the Ephefian matron. 


ftisre, 
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fare. No man (laid he) can be happier than 
a philofopher, who reads in this great, book, 
Vviuch God hath placed before our eyes. The 
truths he difeovers are his own. He nourilhes 
and exalts his foi.i] i he lives in peace; he fears 
nothing from men; and his tender fpouf: will 
not come to cut: ofF his noie.” 

Poffeflecl of thefe Ideas, he retired to a coun- 
try-houfeon the banks of the Euphrates. I'hcre 
l>e did not employ hiinlelf in calculating hovv 
many inches of water dow in a iecond of time 
iiiider the arches of a bridge, or whether thoro 
fell a cube-line of rain iti the month of the 
-Moufe, more than in the month of the Sheep* 
He never dreamed of making filk of colwebs, 
or porcelain of broken bottles ; but he chiefly 
Itudied the properties of plants and animals ; 
and ibon acquired a fagacity that made him dii'”- 
cover a thoufand differences v/here other men 
fee nothing but uniformity. 

One day, as he v/alking near a little 
wood, he faw one of the queen’s eunuchs running 
towards him, fc^owed by oincers, w ho 

appeared to be in great perplexity, and who ran 
to and fro like men diffraaeu, eagerly fearcb in g 
for fomething they had ioit of great value. ‘ 
Young man, (faid the firft eunuch) haft thou 
feen the queen’s dog.^” It is a bitch, (replied 
Zadig with, great modefty) and not a dog.” 

-Thou art in the right,” returned the firft eu- 
nuch, It is a very fmall fire fpaniel, (added 
Zadig;) flie has lately whelped ; (he limps on 
the left fore-foot, and has verjj'.Iong ears.’^ 
Thou haft feen her,” faid liie firft eunuch, 
quite out oP*breath. No, (replied Zadig) I 
' ■ hav^'' 
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have not feen her; nor did I (o much aj know 
that the queen had a bitch/’' 

Exactly at the fame time^ by one of the com- 
mon freaks of fortune, the fineft horfe in the 
king’s ftable had efcaped from the jockey in the 
plains of Babylon- The principal huntfnian^ 
and all the other officers, ran after him v/iih as 
much eagernefs and anxiety as the lirfl' eunuch 
h a d d on carter th e bi ten . T li e pr i n c 1 pal h u n tf- 
mxn addreffed himfelf to Zadig, and afked him 
if he had not fsen the king’s horfe prjHng bv* 
I-fc is the ficetefr horfe in the king’s fiablcs 
(repHed Zadig;) he is five feet higin vvidi very 
fmall hoofs, and a tail three feet and an hall iu 
length ; the ftuds on his bit are gold of twenty- 
three carats,. and his fhoes are filver,"' of eleven 
pennyweight.” What way di*d he take f 
where is he?'* demanded the chief hiintfinan., 
I have not feen him^, (replied Zadig) and 
never heard talk of him before/’ 

■ The principal huntfman* and die firft eunuch 
never doubted but that Zadig had fiolen the 
king’s horfe, and the queen’s bV*^ch. 7'hey there- 
fore had him conducted before the aflembly of 
the grand defterham, who condemned him to 
the knout, and; to fpend the reft of his days in 
Siberia f. Hardly was the fentencepafTed, when 
the horfe and the bitch were both found. The 


* This, however, was a mere equivocation 5 for, though 
he had not adrually feen the horfe, it wili afterwards ap- 
pear that he mufl have known what* road he fohowe’d. 

f Here the author feems to have forgot himfelf ; other- 
wife he would never have dreamed of infii£Rng a RuiTian 
punifhment on a Babylonian criminal j far lefs of fending 
him in exile from the banks of the Eupliratea^nto the deferts 
Siberia, 

judges 
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judges were reduced to the diragreeable necef- 
fjty of reverfiag their fcatence ; but they coil" 
deniacd Zadig to pay four huadred ounces of 
gold's for having fald that he had not feen what 
he had feen. This fine he v/as obliged to pay ; 
after which he was permitted to plead his caufc 
before the council of the grand deflierhanij when 
he ipokc to the followlngeltect : 

Ye itars of j ufdce, abyfs of fcienccSj mir- 
rors of truth, who have the wciglit of lead, the 
hardneis of iron, the fplendour of the diaaiond; 
and many of the propertieo of gold ; fince I am 
pern’ll iced to {peak before this auguft aflbmbiy, 
I uvear to you by Oromades, that I have never 
feen tlic quecjf s refpeclable bitch, nor the facred 
horfe of the king of kings. The truth of the 
matter was as follows: I was walking towards 
the little wood, where I afterwarda met the ve- 
nerable eunuch, and the moft i.lluftrious chief 
huntfman. I obferved on thefand the traces of 
m animal, and could cafily p^yccive them to be 
thofe of a little dog. The light and long fur- 
rows iinprcffed ^ little emijieiifces of fmd be- 
tween the marks of the paws, plainly difeo- 
vered that .it was k bitch, whofe dugs were 
hanging down, and that therefore 
have, whelped a few days before. ,, Other traces 
of a difterent kind, that always appeared to 
have gently brufiied tbe furfacc of the fand near 
the marks of the fore- feet, ihewed me that ihe 
had very long earsj and as I remarked, that 
there was always a flighter irnprejfiion made on 
the fand by one foot than by the other , three, 
I found that the bitch of our auguft; queen 
Was a littlf lame, if I may be allowed the 
preffion. * ■ . '■'ly./JI.'. 
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With regard to the horfe of the king of 
kings, you will bepleafed to knov?/, that walk- 
ing in the lanes of this wood, I obferved the 
marks of a horfe’s Ihoes, all at equal diftances. 
This mu ft be a horfe, laid I to myfelf, that gaF- 
lops excellently. The duft on the trees in a 
narrow road that was but feven feet wide v/as 
a little bruftied off, at the diftance of three feet 
and a half from the middle of the road. , This 
hoife, fttid I, has a tail three feet and a half 
long, v;hich being wkiilced to the right and 
left, has fwept av/ay the duft. I obferved under 
the trees that formed an arbour five feet in 
height, that the leaves of the branches were 
newly fallen ; from whence I inferred that the 
horfe had touched them, and that he muft: 
therefore be five feet high. As to his bit, it 
muft be gold of twenty-three carats, for he had 
rubbed its boftes againfl a ftone which I knew 
to be a tOLich-ftone, and which I have tried. 
In a word, from the marks made by his ftioes 
on flints of another kind, I concluded that he 
was food with ulv^r eleven dcHers fine.’^ All 
the judges admired Zadig for his acute and 
profound difeernment. Ibhenews of this q^eech 
was carried even to the kiisg and queen. 
Nothing was talked of but Zadig in the antl-- 
chambers, the chambers, and the cabinet ; and 
though many of the Magi were of opinion that 
he ought to be burnt as a forcerer, the king 
ordered his officers to reftore him the four hun- 
dred ounces of gold which lie had been obliged 
to pay. The regifter, the attornies and bailiffs, 
weiTit to his hoiife with great formality, to carry 
him back his four hundred ounces. ""Thev only 
retained three hundred and ninety-eight of thena 

t® 
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to defray the expences of juftice; and their 
fervants demanded their fees. 

Zadig faw hovv.extremely dangerous it fotne- 
times is to appear too knowing, and therefore 
refolved tliat on the next occaiion of the like 
nature, he would not tell what he had feen. 

Such an opportunity Toon ofFered. Aprifoner 
offtatc made his efcape, and pafTed under the 
windows of Zadig’s houfe. Zadig was exa- 
mined and made no anfwer. But it was proved 
that he had looked at the prifoncr from this 
witubw. For this crime he was condemned to 
pay five hundi'ed ounces of gold ; and, according 
to the polite cuftom of Babylon, he thanked his- 
judges for their indulgence. “Great God! 
faid he to himfelf, what a misfortune it is to 
walk in a wood through which the queen’s 
bitch or the king’s borfe have pafleJ ! how 
dangerous to look out at a window and how 
difficult to bs happy in this life !’’ 
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*7 ADIG refolved to comfort himfelf by phi- 

^ lofopby and friendfliip,.for the evils he had 
fuffered from fortune. He had in the fuburbs 
of Babylon a houfe elegantly furnifhed, in 
which he aflembled all the arts and all the 
pleafures worthy the purfuit of a gentleman, 
in the morning his library was open to the 
learned. In the evening, his table was fur- 
rounded by good company. But he foon found 
what very dangerous guefts theferaen of letters 
are. A warm difpute arofe on one of Zoro* - 
,, * ■ • ''afterfa' 
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after’s laws^ which forbids the eating of a 
griiHn. Why^ faid forne of them, prohibit 
the eating of agriftin, if there is no fuch animal 
in nature I'facre muPc neceflarily be fuch an 
animal, faid the others, fince Zoroafter for- 
bids us to eat it/'’ Zadig would fain have re*- 
cbnciled them. by faying : If there are grif- 

fins let us not eat them ; if there are no grif-' 
fins we cannot poftibly eat them ; and thus 
either way we iliall obey Zoroafter/^ 

A learned man, who had compofed thirteen 
X'olumes on the properties of the griilin, and 
was befides the chief theurgite, hafted away 
to accufe Zadig before one of the principal 
magi, named Yebor, the greateft blockhead, 
and therefore the greateft fanatick among the 
Chaldeans. This man would have empaled 
Zadig to do honour to the fun, and would then , 
have recited the breviary of Zoroafter with ' 
greater fatisfaffion. The friend Cador, (a friend 
is. better than a. hundred priefts,) went to Yebor 
and faid to hirr^ Long liv^ tHb Tun and the ' 
griffins; beware pF punifliing-^adig^ he is a 
faint; he has griffins in his inner court, and 
does not eat them ; and hisaccufer is an heretic, . 
who. dares to maintain that rabbits have cloven • 
feet, and are not unclean.” Well, faid 
Yebor, fhaking his bald pate, we muft empale 
Zadig for having thought coiitemptuoiifly of 
griffins, and the other for having fpoke dif- ‘ 
jiefpecfty of rabbits.” Cador bullied up the , 
affair 'by nieans of a maid of honoun who had 
bore him a child, and who had great intereft 
in the college of the magi. No body was em- 
paled. 'Fhis lenitj occafioned great murmur- ^ 
big among fome of the doctors, r^ho from 
. ‘ ' 4 thence 
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thencci predifted the fall of Babylon'*^, Upon 
what doe.s happinefs depend, faid Zadigj I am 
perfecuted by every thing in the world, even ‘ 
on account of beings that have no exiftence,’* 
He curfed ihofe men of leaniiiig, and refolved 
for the future to live with none but good 
company t 

He aflembled at his houfe the molt worthy 
men, and the moil beautiful ladies of Babylon* 
He gave them delicious fuppers, often preceded 
by conforts of mufick, and always animated by 
polite convei'hitiori, from which he knew how 
to banifli that aiteclation of wit* which is the 
furefl: method of prcvcniing it entirely, and of 
fpoiling the picafure of the moil agreeable fo- 
ciety. Neither the choice of his friends nor 
that of the diflies, was made by vanity.; for iiit 
every thing he preferred the fubllance to the 
ftiadow; and by thefe means he procured that 
real refpedi to which he did not afpire* 

Oppofite to bis houfe lived one Arimazes, a 
man whofe deforgfed countej^^nfe was but' a 
faint picture of his ftill more deformed mind, 

■ His heart was a mixture of malice, pride, and 
envy* Having never been able to fucceed m 
any of his undertakings, he revenged himfdf 
on all around him, by loading them with the 
hlackeft calumnies. Rich as he was, he found 
it diiticult to procure a fer of flatterers* The 
rattling of the chariots that cnre'red Zadig's 
court ill the evening filled him with uneafin 'fs ; 
the found of his praifes enraged him ftiU more. 



* This >3 a fe.«Bre. fatire upon tliofe cruel bigots wbo per- 
fccute all fuch as prefume to diiYer from eftabliOied @pi«, 
)aions, tivough jpurely fpeculatWe. 

tit 
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He fometimes went to Zadig’s houfe, and fat 
down at table without being defired j where he 
/polled all the pleafure of the company, as the 
harpies are.faid to infed the viands they touch. 
It happened that one day he took it in his head 
to give ‘an entertainment to a lady, who, in- 
ftead of accepting it, went to fup with Zadig. 
At another time, as he was talking with Zadig 
in the palace, they accofted a minifter, who 
invited Zadig to flipper, without inviting Ari- 
mazes. The moft implacable hatred has feldom 
a more folid foundation. This man, who in 
Babylon was called the refolved toruin 

Zadig, becaufe he was called the Happy. The 
opportunity of doing mifchief occurs a hundred 
times in a day, and that of doing good but once 
a year,’^ as fayeth the wife Zoroafter. 

The envious man went to fee Zadig, who ; 
was walking in his garden with- two friends 
and a iad}^, to whom he faid many gallant 
things, without any other intention than that 
of faying thenE The convei^|tion turned upon 
a war which the king had juft brought to a 
happy conclufion againft the prince of Hircania, 
his vafial, Zadig, who had. fignalized his ■ 
courage in this fhort war, beflowed great praifes 
on the king, but greater ftili on the lady. He 
took out hi,s pocket-book, and wrote four lines 
extempore, which he gave to this amiable 
perfon to read. His friends begged they might 
fee them ; but modefty, or rather a well regu- 
lated felf-love, would not allow him to grant 
their requeft. He knew that extemporary verfes 
are never approved by any but by the perfon in 
■whofe honour they are 'written. He therefore 
tore in two the leaf on which he had wrote ■ 

them 
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and threw both the pieces into a thicket 
of rofc bufliesj where the reft of the company 
fought for them in vain, A flight ftiower 
falling foon after, obliged them to return to 
the houfe, ■ The envious man, who ftaid in the 
garden, continued to fearch, till at lalt he found 
a piece of the leaf It had been toin infucha 
manlier, that each half of a line formed a com- 
plete fenfe, and even a verf? of a fliorter mcafure , 
but what \vas fiill more furpriiifig^hefe flaort 
vcriljs v/crc found to contain the molt injurious 
r-efledions on the king : they ran thus : 

Par Ics fAus gr midi forftiiis 

Sar k trtm 

Dm:s la puhllque pai^ 

C'eft !e feid cnncmL 

By crimes of deepeft dye 
Eftabliftfd on the ftrone, ■ . 

Of peace the enemy 
Is he, and he alone. 

The envious rsan was i>i>w”’happy for the 
firft time of his life. He had it in his power 
to ruin a perfon of virtue and merit. Filled 
%vith this fiend -like joy, he found means td con- 
vey to the king the fatire written by the hand 
of Zadig, who, together with the lady and his, 
two friends, was throwri into prifon. His 
trial was foon finillied, tviihout his being per- 
mitted to fpeak for himfelf. As he was going 
to receive his fentence, the envious man tbrev^i^ 
hiihfelf in his and told him with aloud 

voice, that his verfes were good for nothingn. 
Zadig did it) t value himfelf on being a good. 
..pact'; but it filled him wnth incxpreifibfer|‘0h^ 
ccra to fifid that he v/ks condemned for :hfgh 
li treiafon^ 
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treafon, and that the fair lady and his two frieiKfi 
were confined in prifon for a crime of which 
they were not guilty. He was not allowed to 
fpeak, becaufe his writing fpoke for him. Such 
w^as the law of Babylon. Accordingly he was 
conduced to the place of execution^ through 
■an immenfe crowd of ipedatorsa who durfl 
not venture to exprefs thdr pity for him ; but 
v/lio carefullv examined his countenance, to fee 
if he died^wi'da a good grace. His relatioiis 
alone were inconfuiablc ; for they could not 
iiiccced to his eitiite. l"hree- fourths of his 

wealth wi^re cordifeated into the king's trea fury, 
and the other fourth was given to the envious 
man. 

Jufi: asiie was preparing for death, the king’s 
parrot flew from its cage, and alighted on u 
rofe bufli in Zadig^s garden. A peach had 
been driven thither by the wind from a neigh- 
bouring tree, and had fallen on a piece of the 
written leaf of the pocket-book, to which it 
ftuck. The 'ffird^carned clFthe peach and the 
paper, and iaid them on the king’s knee. The 
icing took up the paper w'ith great eagernefs, 
and read the words- which formed no fenfe, and 
feemed to be the endings of veifes. He loved 
poetry ; and there is always foinc mercy to be 
expedled from a pi iiice cf that dirpohtiori. The 
adventure of the parrot fei him a thinking. 
'Fhe queen, who remembered what had been 
written on the piece of Zadig’s pocket-book, 
oufed it to be brought They compared tlic 
two pieccvs together, and found them to tally 
exactly : they then read the vci^fcssas Zadig had 
wrote them/ 


The 



The En'vjous IAai^, 147 

Plt Us plus grar^ds f 07 f{7i I s j\U -v:] Inul-h}' bUm* 
Burk trofic affoirm U rd pli tcutdamUr. 

P)d77s la pnbllqu^ pdU: I'truouypid put h: gitcnc: 
GUji h fcid eunani um joji: a I'cnatLr* 

By criuies ordcepcft dye — the wretched worltFs 
in tbraF, 

i blab! idl'd on the liironc—OLir n’^narclri powers 
rev erM ; i 

Of peace the cneniy — Love^ pwicnt lord ovr all 
L hcj and ho alonc^ — -wo chiedy to icar* 


The I’iifa imnediato ortiors that Zadig 
fhoidd hv: brnvjoin b:j^ re h:;..K and his t\70 
and the oi-.’y f'looh; be* let at liberty. 
Zadig fell prollr'y on the <i\'Qi\:vl beiorc the 
kir;?:; ar.d qiiec!’ ; Jnintb'v hee-'cd thoh’ pardon 
{V.r havini^; rna,lo inch bad and 

ivith fo much |vo»n'iety, unr, and good fen ic, 
that their miTdlies deiired they ntight fee him 
again. He did hiintoli that iK.'.nouiy and infi- 
nuiiteJ hindcU’ inlBuriher into their goodu'racei?. 


I'bey gave him 4^\l the v^eaUti^pof ilio ciivious 
man; 'but ZatHg reflored Ifrai beck the whole 
of it; and this initance of gcncfOiky gave no 
other pleafure to the envious man than chat of 
having preferved hiseilate. The king’seRetini 
for Zadig encrcafcd every day. He admitted 
him into all his parties of pleafure, and con- 
Ivilted him in all aftairs of Rate* From that 
time the queen began to regard him wilh an 
eye of tenderneis, that might pne day prove 
dangerous to herfelf, to’ die king her nugufi: 
con fort, to Zadig, and to the kin.gdom in ge- 
neral, Zi^ig now began to think that happi- 
■•nefs was not fo unattainable as he had formerly 
imao-ined^, 

, "" E z me 
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HE time v/as now arrived for celebrating a 
grand fcftivaJ, which returned every five 
years. It wa a cuffom in Babylipn folemnly to 
declare, at the end of every five years, which of 
the citizens had performed the mofl: generous 
a£iion. The grandees and the magi were the 
judges. The firit fatrape, who was charged 
with the government of the city, publiilicd the 
moil noble adiions that had pafied under his 
adminiilration. The competicion was decided 
by votes ; and the king pronounced thefentence. 
People came to this iolemnity from the extre- 
mities of the earth* The conqueror received 
from the monarch’s hands a golden cup adorned 
with" precious ftones, his majefty at the fame 
time making him this compliment : Receive 
this reward of thy generofity, and may the 
gods grant me many fubjefts like to thee/^ 

This memorable day bein^ come, the, king 
appeared on his ?hrone, furroiinded by the 
grandees, the magi, and the deputies of all the 
nations that came to thefe games, where glory 
was acquired not by the iwiftnefs of hories, 
nor by Itrength of body, but by virtue. The 
firft fatrape recited with an audible voice, fuch 
aftipns as might intitle the authors of them to 
thisjinyaruable prize* He did not mention the 
greatnefs of foul with w\hich Zadig had re- 
Sored the envious man his fortune, becaufe it 
was noj: judged to be an aclion w^ortby of dif- 
piiting the prize. 

He firft prelented a judge, w^ho having made 
a citizen lofe a confiderable caufe .by^ miftake, 
/ for 
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far which, after all, he was not accaunrable^ 
had given him the wiiole of his own dhte, 
which was juit ec|aal to 'what the other had 
ioPc. 

He next produced a ycung man, who being; 
ddperately in Jove with a iajy whom he was 
going to marry, had yielded lior up to his friend,, 
ivhoie padion tbr her had brou2,ht him 

to the Orink of the grave, and at the iuinetinje 
had giren ruin the lady's mrtime, ' 

fie ulrcrwaivb nroduccil a ibldicr. -who, in the 
of ilircania, had glvcii a iiill more nnhl-s 
initracc of ; /> party of the enemy 

haviii:, ioiaovl hi--. nudnO--, he ibughr in her do 
icncv imo’pidity. ' At that very 

infill,: i-e v/:vs ii:f.. one..; t'v.i- Bnother party, ;it 
the diilance of a lev/ paces, were carrying off 
his mother 5 he therefore left his rniftreis tvlth 
tears in his eyes, and Hew to tiie aihihriice of 
his, mother. At lad:, he returned to the dear 
objecS of hh love, and found her expiring. He 
was jail going u? plunge hij fwmrd in his own 
bofjm ; but his mother rernDullrating againfl 
inch a (lefperate deed, and telling him that he 
was the only fuppoit of her life, he had the 
courage to endure to live. 

The judges were inclined to give the prize 
to the fold ier. Bat the king took up the dif^ 
courfe, and faid, “ The action of the foldiei^ 
and thofe of the other two, are douhtkfs very 
great, but they have nothing in them furpri- 
fing. Yefterday Zadig performed an aSion 
that filled me with wonder. I had a few days 
before difgiraced Cqreb, my minifier and fa- 
vourite. I complained of him in the moft 
vialent »ad ' bitter terms all my comticrs- 
H 3 af- 
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affured me that I was too gentle, and feeined to 
vie with each other in fpeaking ill of Coreb. 
1 afked Zadig what he thought of him, and he 
had the courage to commend him. 1 have read 
in our hhtorics of many people who have 
atoned for an error by the furrender of their 
fortune ; v/ho have refigned a miftrefs ; or pre- 
ferred a- mother to the objeft of their afibchon; 
but never before did I hear of a courtier who 
fpoke favourably of a difgraced minifter, that 
laboured under the difpleafure of his fovereigo. 
I give to each of thofe whofe generous actions, 
have been now recited, twenty thoufand pieces 
of gold 5 but the cup 1 give to Zadig,” 

May it pleafe your majefty, faid Zadig, 
thyfelf alone deferveft the cup: thoa'hnih per- 
formed an action of all others the moll: uncern- 
monand meritorious, fince, notwidiltanding thv 
being a powerful king, thou wail; not ohendal 
at thy, flavc, when he prefumed to oppofb -thy 
paiiioiu’^ I'he king and Zadig were equally 
the object of acfhriration. ''i'lrfe judge wlio had 
given his eilate to his client j the Igvei: who 
had rdigned his miftrefsto his friend) and the 
foldier who had preferred the fafety of his mo- 
ther, to that of his miftrefs, received king's 
prefetits, and faw their names inrolled in the 
catalogue of generous men. Zadig bad the 
cup, and the king acquired the reputation of a 
good prij^e, which he did not long enjoy, 
l"he day was celebrated by fcafts that lafied 
longer thamthe law enjoined ; and the memory 
of it is ftill preferved in Aha. Zadig faid, 
Now I am happy at laftj” but hcrfound hiai- 
felf fatally deceived, 

- The. 
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kinij; had lofl his hrll- iiiiidricr^ aii-.l 
^ choie Zadig to lupply his p!.iro. All 
hidies ia jiabylon apphaJed ihe choice; ibr 
dace the iouadatioa cf ebe csapirc rher-j iuui 
never been iueh a young iTiiniiler, l.jut ab die: 
ct>iirticrs were ailed with icalouicaad ve>:n'' n 
'J'hecjiv/ousmaa, in par iicuhir, was troubled wi'h 
a ol biood, and a proJigiotis iriikiuiinatiou 

in his iiu:e. Zavlig ha\ing thanked the king 
ami qtjcvn for their goodnris, went liLewire to 
thank liiC pariot. ilcauiiiul biid, ui'i he, 
kis thou that haii laved my liic, and made sne 
fifjl: niinblcr. rhe queen's bitch and the 
kijighs did me a great deal <>d niirchiefjK 

but thou hail dor.e n\c nuicb. good. Upon 
Aich {lender tlu'cads as thefe d<> the fates of 
mortals hang! but, added he, this luippincfj 
perhaps v/ili vr.niih very {b.on/^ Soon, re- 
plied the paiTotd^^ Zadig was fo^newhat ftartled 
at this v;ord, 4iut as he was a good natural 
philoropher, and did not believe parrots to bepro- 
phets, he quickly recovered his fpirits, and re- 
iblved to execute his duty to the beft of hib 
power* 

He made every one feel the facred authority 
.•of the laws, but no one felt the weight of , his 
dignity. He iiever checked the deliberations of 
the divan j and every vizier might give his opi- 
nion without the fear of incurring the mini- 
•fter’s dirpleafure. When he gave judgment, it 
•was not he that gave it, it w^as the law ; the 
rigor of wffich, however, whenever it was too 
Xevere, hcalw^^ys took care to fofteni and when 
^ . H 4 laws 
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laws were wanting, the equity of his decifions 
was fuch as might eafily have made them pais 
ior thofe of Zoroaften 

It is to him that the nations are indebted for 
this grand principle, to wit, that it is better to 
inn the rifk of fparing the guilty than to con- 
demn the innocent. Fie imagined. that law\s 
were made as Veil to fecure the people from the 
iufFering of injuries, as to reftrain them from 
the comm iiiion of crimes. Flis chief taleiu 
confiikd in difeovering the truth, which all oien 
ieek to obfeure. This great talent he put in 
practice from the very beginning of his admi- 
iiiftration. A famous merchant of Babylon^ 
v/ho died in the Indies, divided his elbtc equally 
between his two fons, after having difpofed of 
tlieir filler in marriage, and left a prefent of 
thirty thoufand pieces of gold to that Ton wdia 
ihould be found to have loved him beft. The 
eldeftraifed a tomb to his memory | the youngell 
e'ncreafed his fillers portion, by giving her a 
part of his inheritance, Eve^'y one faid that 
the eldeft fou foved his fath^ bell, and the 
youngeft his lifter ^ and that the thirty thoii- 
land pieces belonged to the eldeft, 

Zadig fent for both of them, the one after 
the other. To the eldeft he faid, Thy father 
i^not deadj he is recovered of his laft illnefs, 
and is returning to Babylon.” God be 
prai fed, replied the young man, but his tomb 
coft me aeonliderable fum.” Zadig afterwards 
faid the fame thing to the youngeft. God 
be praifed, faid he, I will go and rcilore to my 
father all that I have ; but I could wilh that he 
would leave my lifter w^hat I have given her.” 

Thou lhalt reftore nothing, replied Zadig, 

' ■ and 
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and thou fhalt have the thirty thouflind piece, 
for thou art the Ion who loves his father beif 
A young lady pofiefled of a handfome fortuner 
had given a promife of marriage to two magi ; 
and after having, for fome months, received the 
infl-nidlions of both, fne proved v^dth child* 
T'hcy were both delirous of marrying her. 

1 will take for my hufbancl, laid the, the mart 
who has put me in a condition to give a fiibjcct 
to the ihitef'' ‘‘ J arn the man that has done 
the work, faid the one.’’ am the man that 
has done it, faid the other.” "Weil, replied 
the lady, I will ackruav/ledge for the infant's tk' 
thcr him that can give it the bell education/’ 
'I'he lady was delivered of a fon. The two 
magi contended who fhould bring him up., iirMl 
the caufe wa.s carried before Zadig. Zadiginm- 
moned tlie two magi to attend him. Wi;ar 
will you teach your pupil faid he to the ari'f /" 
I wdll teach him, faid the doctor, ilie (.'igliF 
partsoffp’eech, logick, aflrology, pneinnatick?;., 
wliat is meant by fubftance and accident, ab-* 
fl-raefand concrett", the dodd^ne uf the monade:;, 
and the pre-cftJdiined harmony.” For my 
part, faid the iecond, I will endeavour to give 
him a feme ofjuftice, and to make him' worthy 
the friendfliip of good men/’ Zadig then criedj. 
Whether thou art his father or iiot> tlioa 
llialt have ■ his- mother/’ 
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The DisruTEs and the Audiences** 

T N this manner he daily difcovered the fub- 
^ tilty of his genius and the goodnefs of his 
heart- The people at once admired and loved 
him. He paffed for the happieft man in. the 
world. The whole empire refonndcd with his 
name. All the ladies ogled him. All the 
men praifed him for his juftice. The learned 
regarded him as an oracle ; and even the pr lefts 
confefted that he knew mare than the old arch- 
magi Yebor. They were now fo far from pro- 
iecuting him on account of the griffins, that 
they believed nothing hux what he thought 
credible. 

There had reigned in Babylon, for thefpace 
of fifteen hundred years, a violent conteft that 
hid divided the empire into two fedls. The 
one pretended that they ought to enter the 
temple of Mitra with the left foot foremoft^ 
the other held this cuftom in deteftation, and 
always entered^with the right foot firft. The 
people waited witH great impatience for the 
day on which the folemn feaft of the facred 
fire was to be celebrated, to fee which fecf 
Zadig would favour. All the v/orld had their 
eyes fixed on his two feet^ and the whole Qity 
was in the utmoft fufpence and perturbation. 
Zadig jumped into the temple with his feet 
joined together; and afterwards proved, in an 
eloquent difcourfe, that the fovereign or heaven 
and earth, who accepteth not the perlbns of men. 


** ’This is probably a glance at the dirputts about Janfe" 
niCm, which, tliough in themrelves infignificant, have dl- 
vidsji i'jrmct into two inveterate fadionsi 
2 


makes 
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Rialces BO diRinflion between the right and 
trhe left foot. The envious inan and his wife 
alledged that his difeourfe was not hguralive 
enough^ and that he did n-'>t make tlie rnck-i 
and mountains to dance with fufficient 

He is dry, faid they, aisd void of genius : 
be does not make the fea to flys and itars 
iail, nor the fun to melt like wax : he has nos: 
the true oriental ftile.’’ Zadig contented hinj- 
ielf vvith having the ilile of rcafon. AH the 
world favoured him, not bccaufe he was in 
the right road, or followed the diclntcs of rca- 
fon, or was a man of real mciii, but becaufe 
lie was prime vizier. 

He icriT'inated witli the fame happy luldix-f; 
the grand difference between the white rnui the 
black magi. The former uednL.iinoih ihal it 
was thelicight of impiety to p/ay to God with 
the face turned towards the vail: in winter : the 
latter affefted that God abhorred the |>ravcrt? 
of thofe wdio turned towards the wefi; hi ilnu- 
mcr. Zadig decreed that every^mun fnould l-u 
allowed to tiirr^as he ple?J.9Ll. 

I'liushe found out the happy iVcret of fnii fir- 
ing all affiirs, whether of a private or pu’;]:c 
nature, in the morning.. The reft of the tin/ 
he employed in fuperin-tending and promotiii 
the embellifliments of Babylon. He exhibit?.] 
tragedies that drew tears uoin the eyes of tho 
fp cefators, and comedies that fhook their fri.-.;; 
with laugh. ter; a cuH:orn which had long bee;i 
diiiifcd, and which his good tafle nov/ induced 
fa revive. He never affected to be moic 
knowing in du; polite arts than thcartifts thern- 
ft-'lve? ; })<• encouraged them by rewards and 
honours., and v/as never jealous of their talents. 

H 6: Li 
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In the evening the king was highly entertained^ 
with his'converfation, and the queen ttill more.. 

Great minifter!'’ faid the king. Amiable 
minifler/* i’atd the queen; and both of theni 
adciedj “ It would have been a great lois to the 
xtate, had fuch a man been hanged/"' 

Never was man in power obliged to give fo- 
many audiences to the ladies. Moft ’ of them 

came to confult him- about no bufinefs at 

all, that fo they might have fome bufineis with 
him. The wdfeof the envious man was among 
the firfh She fworeto him by Mitra, by Zenda 
Veilaj and by the facred fire,- that the detefled 
her hufoand^s conduci : {lie rhen told him in con- 
hdence that he was a jealous brutal wretch 5: 
and gave him to underftand^ that heaven , pu- 
idfiiad him -for his crimes, by refufihg him 
precious effects of the facred lire, by wdiich 
alone man can be rendered like the gods. At 
laft fhe concluded by dropping her garter.. 
Zadig took it up with his ufual politenefs 
hut did not tie it about the lady’s leg; and this- 
iiight, fault, ifit m^.y be cal! dd^ a fault, was the 
caufe of the moft terrible misfortunes. Zadig; 
never thought of it more ; but the lady thought 
of k with great attention. 

Never a day palled without feveral vifits fronx 
the ladies. The fecret annals of Babylon pre- 
tend that he oncoi^ yielded to the temptation 
hut that he was furprifed to find that he en- 
joyed his miilrefs without pleafure, and era- 
nraGcd her without diftr-adiion. The lady tOi 
whom be gave, almoft without being fenliule 
of ir", thefe marks of his favour, w^as a maid of 
honour to queen Aftarte. This-- tender Ba« 
»y Ionian faid to herfeif, by way of comfort,, 
" y I'his 
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This man muft have hb head filled with a 
prodigious heapofbufinefSsfinceeven in making 
love he cannot avoid thinking on public af* 
fairs/’ Zadig happened, at the very inilant 
when tiioPi: people fay nothing at all, ajid others 
only pronounce a few facrcd words, to cry 
out, The queen/' The JSabylonkm thought 
that he was at lafi; happily come tohiiiifelf, and 
that he faid,. My queen/' But 2Sadig, who- 
was always too abfent, pronounced the name 
of Aftarte. The lady, who in this happy fi- 
tuation interpreted every thing Jn her own- 
favour, imagijied that he meant to fay, Thou 
art n'icre beautiful than queen Aftarte/' After 
receiving fonie bandfome prefents, flie left the- 
feraglio of Zadig, and v/ent to relate her ad-* 
venture to tbe envious w^oman, who v;as her 
intimate friend, and who was greatly piqued at 
the preference given to the other, He would' 
not fo much as deign, faid flhe, to tie this gar- 
ter about my leg, and I am therefore refolved 
never to wear it more/' O hoj^ fi^id the 
happy lady to^the envious cHie, your garterS' 
are the rame*with the tfueen’s ! do you buy 
them from the fame weaver This hint fet 
the envious lady a thinking j ihe made no re-^ 
ply, but went to eonfuk with her envious 
hufoand. 

Mean while Zadig^perceived that his thoughts- 
v/ere always diilradted, as well when he gave 
audience, as when be fat in judgment. He did- 
not know to what to attribute this abfence of 
mind ; and that was his only forrow. 

He had a dream, in which he imagined that 
he laid hynlclfdown upon a heap of dry herbs,, 
aiuong which, there were many prickly ones 
' * ’ that 



1.3S JEALOUS Y.' 

tlfsat gave him great uneafinefsj and that he af- 
terwards repofed" himfelf on a foft bed of rofes, 
from which there fprung a ferpent, that wounded 
him to the heart with its fliarp and venomed 
tongue. AJaSj faid he^ I have long Iain on 
thefe dry and prickly herbs, I am now on the 
bed of rofes ; but what fhali be the ferpent 
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y ADIG’s calamities fprung even from his 
^ happinefs, and erpecially from his merit. 
He every day converfed wdth the king and 
Aftarte his auguft confort. The charms of. 
his converfation were greatly heightened by 
that defire of pieafing-, which is to the mind 
what drefs is to beauty. His youth and grace- 
ful appearance infenfibly made an impreilion on 
Aftarte, which ftie did not at firit . perceive. 
Her pafiion grew and fiourifhed in the boforn 
of innocence. ^Vithout fearw fcruple, ihe 
indulged' the pleafin^ fatisfactioil of feeing and 
hearing a man, who^was fo dear toher hulband, 
and to the empire in general. She ■was con- 
tinually praifing him to the king. She tall-red 
of him to her v/omen, who were always fore to 
improve on her praifes. And thus every thing 
contributed to pierce her heart with a dart, of 
which file did not feem to be fcnfible. She 
made feveral prefents to Zadig, which clifcovered 
a greater Jpirit of gallantry than fne imagined. 
She intended to fpcak to him only as a queen 
fatisfied with his fcrvices; and lyrr cxpitf- 
jfiojus were fometiines thofe of a woman in love.. 
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Aftarte was much mare beautiful than that 
Semira who had fuch a ftroiig averfion to one- 
eyed mens other woman who had re- 

folved to cut oft’ her hufband’s nofe. Her un- 
referved familiarity 5 her tender expreftionSs at 
•which fhe began to blufh ; and her eyes, which, 
though file endeavoured to divert them to other 
objeSs, were always fixed upon his, infpired 
Zadig wu'th a paffion that filled him with afto- 
niihment* He firuggled hard to get the better 
of it. He called to his aid the precepts of phi- 
lofophy, which had always ftood him in itead j 
but from thence, though he could derive the 
light of knowledge, he could procure no rc~ 
medy to cure the diforders of his love- fide heart, 
^uty, gratitude, and violated majeft)’', prefented 
themfelves to his mind, as fo many avenging 
gods. He ftrugglcd , he conquered ; but this 
viSory, w^hich he was obliged to purchafe afrefh 
every moment, coil him many fighs and tears. 
He no longer dared to fpeak tO' the queen 
■with, that fvvegt and charming familiarity 
which had fo agre^ble to them botht* 

His countenance v/as covered with a cloud. 
His converfation was conftrained and incohe- 
rent. His eyes were fixed on the ground^ and 
when, in fpice of all his endeavours to the con - 
trary, ' they encountered thofe of the queen, 
they found them bathed In tears, and dartin 
arrows of fiame. They feemed to fay, W 
adore each other, and yet are afraid to love: 
\ve both burn with a fire which we both con- 
demn. 

Zadig left the royal prefence full of perplexity 
and defpru^, and having his heart oppreded; with 
a burden which he v/as no longer able 'to bear. 
• In 
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In the violence o-f his pertnrbatioa he invokn^ 
tarily betrayed the fecret to his friend Cadorj^ 
in the fame manner as a man^ whoj having 
long fupported the fits of a cruel difeafej dil« 
covers his pain by a cry extorted from him hy 
a more fevere fit,, and by the cold fvveat that 
covers hia brow. 

I have already difcovered, faid Cador, the 
fentiments which thou wouldeil- fain conceal 
from thyfelf. The fymptoms by which the 
pailions fhew themfelves are certaun and inml- 
lible. Judge, my dear Zadig, fince 1 have read 
thy heart, whether the king will not difcover 
fomething in it that may give him offence. He 
has no other fault but that of being the moff 
jealous man in the World. ^Thoti canft 
the vioknce of thy paffion with greater forti’*- 
. . tude than the queen, becaufe thou art a philo- 
fopher, and becaufe thou art Zadig. Aftarte is 
a womaJl : fhe fuffers her eyes to fpeak with fo 
much the more imprudence, as file does not 
as yet think herfei|^ guiltje Con fc sous of her 
own innocence," fh^. unhappily-, neglects thofc 
external appearances which are fo ueceffirj^ I 
fliall tremble for her fo long as fee has nothing 
wherewithal to reproach herfeif. Were yc 
both of one mind, ye might eafily deceive the 
whole world. A growing paffion which we 
endeavour to fupprefs, difeovers itfcif in fpitc of 
♦ all our efforts to the contrary but love, v/ben 
gratified, is eafily concealed.” Zadig trembled 
at the propofal qf betraying -the king, his be- 
nefactor j and never was- he more faithful to 
his pnlnce, than when guilty of an invoiuniary 
crime againft him. Mean while,. 'the queen, 
mentioned the name of Zadig fo frequently, 

and: 
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and with fuch a blufhing and downcafl: look j 
ihe was lonieiii-ncs fo lively, and (ometimes fo 
perplexed, v/hen flie fpoke to him in che king’s 
preience* j and was feixecl with fuch a deep 
thoughilhlncis at bis going away, that the king 
began to be troubled. He believed all that he 
faw, and irnDglned all that he did not fee. He 
particularly remarked, that his wife’s ihocs 
were bin 6 , anJ that Zadig’sih':'es were blue ; that 
hisS witef's ribbons were yellow 5 and rhatZadig’s 
bonnet wais yc'flow,; and thefc were terrible fymp- 
tvirns to a prince of fo much delicacy- In bis jea- 
uiind iuhficioiis were tui nedt tuio certaincy* 
All the fiiives of kings and qjeens are ib 
many fpies over tbclr hearts. They loon ob- 
ftrved that Aftarte was tes-ider, and that Mo- 
abdar was jealous. The envious man perfuaded 
bis wife to fend the king her garter, which re- 
femhled thefe of the queen ; and to complete 
the misfortune, this garter was blue. The 
monarch now thought of nothing but . in what 
. manner he mighf belt: execute his vengeance. 
He one night fefolved to^poifon the queen, 
and in the morning to put Zadig to death by 
the bowftring. The orders were given to a 
mercilefs eunuch, who commonly executed his 
acts of vengeance. There happened at that 
time to be in the king’s chamber a little dwarf* 
tvho, though dumb, was not deaf. He was 
allowed, on account of his infignificance, to gci 
\vhereverhe pleafed; and, as a dameftic animal^, 
was a witnefs of what pafled in the moft pro- 
found fecrecj. This little mute w^s ftrongly 
attached to^he queen and Zadig. With .equri 
iiorror and furprize he heard the cruel 
given, ho.w prevent the-' fatal 'foairnce 
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tkat in a few hours was to be carried into 
•execution r He could notwrite^buthecould paint 5 
and excelled particulaily in drawing a firiking re~ 
iemblance. He employed a part of the night 
in. fketching out with his pencil what he meant 
to impart to the queen. The piece reprefcnted 
the king in one corner, boiling v/ith rage, and 
giving orders to the eunuch ; a blue bowilring, 
and a bowl on a table, with blue garters and 
yellow ribbands ; the queen in the middle of 
the pidlure, expiring in the arms of her woman, 
and Zadig ftrangicd at her feet. 'The horizon 
reprefented a riilrng fun, to exprefs that this 
Qiocking execution was to be performed in the 
morning. As foon as he had finifhed the pic- 
ture, he ran to one of AfUrte^s women, awaked 
her, and made her underftand, that fhe muft 
immediately carry it to the queen. 

At midnight a meflenger knocks at Zadig’s 
doorj awakes him 5 and gives him a note from 
the queen. He doubts v/hether it is not a 
dreamy and opens the letter^^dth a trernbling 
hand. But how great was h 9 s furprize! and 
who can exprefs the confternation and defpair 
into which he was thrown, upon reading thefe 
words : Fly, this inftant, or thou art a dead 

man. Fly, Zadig, I conjure thee by our mu- 
tual love and my yellow ribbands. I have not 
been guilty 5 but I find that I muft die like a 
criminal.^’ 

Zadig was hardly able tofpeak. Hefent for 
Cador, and, without uttering a word, gave 
him the note, Cador forced him to obey, 
and forthwith to take the road to Memphis. 

Shouldefi: thou dare (faid* he) to go in fearch 
of the queen, thou wilt haften death. 

Should eft 
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Shouldeft thou fpeak to the Icing, thou wilt in- 
fallibly ruin her. I will take uponmefche charge 
o? her deftiny ; follow' thy own. I will fpread a 
report that thou haft taken the road to India. I 
will loon follow thee, and inform thee of all 
that fhall have pafled in Bab3don.” At that in* 
ihint, Cs^dor cau fed tv/o of the fwiftefi; drome- 
daries to be brought to a private gate of the pa- 
lace. Upon one of thefc he moanted Zadig, 
whom he wns obliged to carry to the door, and 
who was ready to expire with grief. He v/as 
accompanied by a fingle domelTic ; and Cador, 
plunged in fotrov; and aitonilbnient;, foon lof!: 
fight of hivS friend, 

lids illufl-rioiis fugitive arriving on the fide 
of 'a hiii, from whence he could take a view of 
Babylon, turned his eyes towards the queerfs 
palace, and fainted avr:iy at the fight ; nor did 
he recover his ienfes but to fhed a torrent of 
tears, and to wifli for death. At length, after 
his thoughts bad been long engrofied in la- 
menting the unhappy fate of j|ie lovelieft woman 
and the greatefl; queen in the world, he far a 
moment turned his views on himfelf, and cried, 

What then is human life? O virtue, how 
haft thou ferved me! Two women have bafely 
deceived me; and now a third, who is inno- 
cent, and more beautiful than both the others, 
is going to be put to death ! Whatever good I 
have done hath been to me a continual ebure^^ 
of calamity and affiiction ; and I have only been 
raifed to the height of grandeur, to be tumbled 
down the moft horrid precipice of misfortune.’^ 
Filled withtthefe gloomy reflations, his eyes 
overfpread w^ith the veil of grief, his counte- 
saance covered with the paleiiefs of death, and 
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his foul plunged in an abyfs of the blackeft 
defpairj he continued his journey towards 

Egypt. 
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Z ADIG directed his courfe by the Pars, 
The cofiftellation of Orion, and the fplcndid 
Dog-ltar, guided his fteps towards the pcjle of 
Canopaea. He admired tbofe vaft globes of lights 
which appear to our eyes but as fo many little 
iparks, while the earth, which in reality is only 
an imperceptible point in nature, appears to 
our fond imaginations as fomething fo grand. 
and noble. He them reprefented tohimfelf the 
hurftan fpecies, as it really is, as a parcel of in* 
k&s devouring one another on a little atom of 
clay. This true image Teemed to annihilate bis 
misfortunes, by making him fenfible of the no-* 
tHingnefs of bis own being, of that of Ba- 
bylon. liis foul launched out mto infinity, and 
detached from the fenfes, contemplated the im- 
mutable order of the uni verfe, But when, af- 
terwards, returning to himfelf, and entering 
into his own heart, he confidered that Aftarte 
had perhaps died forhim^ the univerfe vanifhed 
from his fight, and he beheld nothing in the 
|vbol^ compafs of nature but Aftarte expiring, 
and Zadig unhappy. While he thus alternately 
gave up his mirid to this flux and reflux of fut^ 
lime philofophy and intolerable grief, he ad- 
vanced to wardstthe frontiers of Egypt ; and his 
faithful domeftic was already in the firft village,. 
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in fearch of a lodging. Mean while, as Zadig 
was walking towards the gardens that flcirteci 
the village, he faw, at a fmali diirance from the 
highway, a woman bathed in tears, and calling 
upon heaven and earth to her afliftance ; and a 
man in a furious paffion, parfuing her. This 
madman had already overtaken the woman, 
who embraced his knees, notwithftanding which 
he loaded her with blows and reproaches. Za- 
dig judged by the frantic behaviour of the Egyp- 
tian, and by the repeated pardons which the 
lady afked him, that the one was jealous, and 
the other uniaitbfuL But when he furveyed 
the woman more narrowly, and found her to 
be a lady of exquifite beauty, and even to have 
a ftrong refembiance to the unhappy Aftarte^ 
he felt himfelf iafpired with compaflion for her, 
and horror towards the Egyptian. AiTift me, 
(cried flie to Zadig with the deepeft fighs) de- 
liver me from the hands of the moil barbarous 
man in the world j^ fave my life.’’ Moved by 
thefe pitiful cries, ^^Zadig ran^nd threw himfeif 
between her and the barbarian. As he had fome 
knowledge of the Egyptian language, he ad- 
dreffed him in that tongue : If (faid he) thou 
haft any humanity, I conjure thee to pay feme 
regard to her beauty and weaknefs. How canft 
thou behave in this outrageous manner to one 
of the mafter-pieces of nature, who lies at thy 
feet, and has no defence but her tears?"’ Ah, 
ah ! (replied the madman) thou art likewife in 
love with her ; I mtift be revenged oji thee 
too.” So faying, he left the lady, whom he. 
had hitherto ^eid with his hand twifted in heq, 
hair, and taking bis lance, attempted to ftab 
the ftrangerf Zadig, who was in cold blood, 

.. ^eafily 
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eafily eluded the blow aimed by the frantic 
Egyptian, He feized the lance near the iron 
with which it was armed. The Egyptian throve 
to draw it back ; Zadig to wreii it from the 
'Egyptian ; and in the ftruggle it was broke in 
two* The Egyptian draws bis fword ; Zadig - 
does the fame. They attack each other. The 
former gives a hundred blows at random : (he 
latter wards them oiT with great dexterity. The ,, 
lady, feated on a turf, rc-adjuirs her heaJ^ 
tirefs*- and looks at the combatants. The Egyp- 
tian excelled in ftrength ; ^-aclig in addre/.s. 
I'he one fought like a man whole arm was di- 
refted by his judgment ; the other like a mad- 
man, whofe blind rage made him deal his blow:* 
at random, Zadig clofes with him, and dlT- 
arms him ; and while the Egyptian, now be- 
come more furious, endeavours to throw him- 
felf upon him, he feizes him, preffes him dole., 
and throws him down ; and then holding his 
fword to his brealt, offers him his life. The 
Egyptian, frantiQwith rage]' drawa. his poniard, 
and wounds ZadTg at the very inffany that the , 
conqueror was granting a pardon. Zadig, pro- 
voked at fuch brutal behaviour, plunged his , 
fword in the bofom of the Egyptian, who giving 
a horrible flirick and a violent liruggie, inllantly 
expired. Zadig then approached the lady, and ; 
fald to her with a gentle tone, He hath forced 
me to kilThim ; I have avenged thy caufe | ' 

thou art now delivered from the moil violent 
man I ever faw j wdiat further, madam, wouldeft 
thou have me to do for thee Die, villain, J 
(replied fee) die j thou haft kifcd my lover ; ^;| 
O that I were able to tear out thy heart 
, ** Why truly, madam, (faid Zadig.) thou hadft 

a ftran^ 
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z ftrange kind of a man for a lover ; he beat 
thee with all his might, and would have killed 
mcy becaufe thou hadffc entreated me to give 
thee affiftancc.” I wifti he were beating me 
itill, (replied the lady, with tears and lamen- 
tation I well deferved it: for I had given him 
caufc to be jealous. Would to heaven that he 
xvas now beating me, and that thou waft in his 
place/' Zadig, ftruck with furprize,^ and in- 
flamed with a higher degree of refentment thaii 
he had ever felt before, faid, Beautiful avS 
thou art, nvidam, thou deferveft that I fliould 
beat thee in my turn for thy perverfe and im- 
pertinent behaviour ; but 1 fhall not give my- 
fcif tho trouble.” So faying, he remounted his 
camel, and advanced towards the town. He 
had proceeded but a few fteps, when he turned 
back at the nuife of four Babylonian couriers, 
who came riding at full gallop. One of Ithem, 
upon feeiiig the woman, cried, it is the very 
iame ; ftie refembles the defeription that was 
given us.” Thev^gave t'iieinjfblvcs no concern 
about the dead Egyptian, but inftantly feized 
the lady. She called out to Zadig ; Help me 
once niore, generous ftrangeri .1 afic pardon 
for having complained of thy conduct j deliver 
me again, and 1 will be thine for ever.” Za:iig 
was no longer in the hurnoar of fighting for 
her. Apply to others, (laid he) rhou lliak 
not again enfnare me by thy wiles.” Befides, 
he was v/oundecl ; his blood was ftill flowing ; 
and he himfelf had need of aftiftance ; and the 
fight or four Babylonians^^ probably lent by 
king Moabdar, fiiled him with ajvprchcnfiom 
He therefore haltcaed towards the village, 
« ‘ uhaWe 
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unable to comprehend why four Babylonian 
couriers fhonJd cometo feize this Egyptian wo- 
man, but ftili more aftoniflied at the lady’s be-*, 
hayiour. 
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A S he entered the Egyptian village, he faw 
himfelf furrounded by the people. Every 
one faid, This is the man that-carried olF 
the beautiful Miflbuf, and aflailinated CJitofis*” 
Gentlemen, (faid he) God preferve me from, 
carrying olF your beautiful Mifiouf ; fhe is too 
capricious for me: and with regard to Clitofis, 

I did not affaflinatc bimj I only fought with 
him fh my own defence. He endeavoured to 
kill roe, bocaufe I humbly interceded for 

Miflbuf, whom he beat moft unmer- ' 
'ciftiifyi' i:am 'a-.^'rang#,:.:'€j:|metto feek refuge 
in Egypt y and it fei not likely, that in coming / 
to implore your protedtion, I fhould begin by; 
carrying off a wo^han/ and affaflinating a man.’* 
The Egyptians were then juft and humane* * 
The people coridudled Zadig to the town« 
houfe. They firft of all ordered bis wound to 
be drelied ; and t^ben examined him and his fer- 
vaiit apart, in order to difeover the truth. They 
found that Zadig was not an affaftin ; but as he 
was guilty of having killed a man, the law con* ■ 
demned him to be a flave. His two camels i, 
were fold for the benefit of the ^own : all the * 
gold be had brought with liiro was diftributed" ‘ 

,3 7- ^ among' 
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'(,1 1 i 1 0 • ' ^ the iiihribleants ; and hi? per Ton, as well 
as that of the ccmpaiiicn of his journey^ waa 
oxpoihd to b’!c in the market- place. An Ara- 
bian merchants nmned Mcloc- made the pur--' 
•chale ; but a:^ ihc lervant \t"ns fitter for hibou.;: 
than the mailer^ he was ibid at a higher prie’c. 
There was no comparilbii bctu’ceii the two 
men. Thus Ibiclig becanic a Have iubordinatc 
to his own fervant. They were linked toge- 
ther by a cl-ain ihuoned to iheir fcct^ and in 
this coiidition tlvv Followed the Anihian mrr- 
chan: to his houic. i-y the w ly Yadig ccjn- 
Ibricd his fervan:, and cnhcMteJ h'ni to pa- 
tience ; but lie conM not help rnhkii’g, ac- 
cording to his idhal cu/lnrn, on 

huiinni Ihc. I fee (laid ;b:c: :h. :: -inl-ap- 
pinefs of nv' Can hath an innuence on 
IdiLhcrlo every ildn;-; hr? cnmod out vo-neia a 
inorl' iinaccoantaole manner. 1 nave imen con- 
demned to pay a fuiC for iiaving feen themark?^. 
of a bitch's fee!;, I ilicngliL tiwt i fhonldoncc 
have been enip-dcu cn account ef a grifUn. i 
have been f:nt fb execuiiorT for having made 
fbmc verics ;n praiie of the king. I h:jve beest' 
upon the point of being irraaglvih bccatae ihe 
queen had yellow ribbands; and now i am a. 
Have with thee, hccaufe a brutal wretch bear 
his miitrcls. ConiCj let us keep a good heart; 
all this perhaps will have an end. The Arabian, 
merchants rnuit necefihrily have Haves; and 
why not I. as well as anothcig fmee, as well a$ 
anotheig .lam a man r This merchant wall not 
be cruel ; he mult treat his ilavcs well, if he 
expects any ^dvaiitagc from them.’’ But while 
he fpoke thus^ his heart was entirely engroilki 
by the fatc^of the queen of Babylon. 


I 



Two days after, the merchant Setoc fet out 
for Arabia Defcrta, with his Haves and his 
camels- His tribe dwelt near the defert of 
Oreb. The journey was long and painful. Setoc 
fet a much greater value on thefervant than the 
mafter, becaufe the former was more expert in 
loading the camels; and all the little marks of 
diftinction werefliewn to him. A camel having 
died within two days journey of Oreb, his bur- 
den was divided and laid on the backs of the 
fervants ; and Zadig had his fliare among the 
reft. Setoc laughed to fee all his Haves walking 
with their bodies inclined. Zadig took the li- 
berty to explain to him the caufe, and to in- 
form him of the laws of the balance. The 
merchant was aftoniflied, and began to regard 
him with othsr^eyes. Zadig, finding he had 
raifed his curiofity, encreafed it further by 
acquainting him with many things that related 
to commerce ; the fj^ecific gravity of metals and 
commodities under an equal bulk ; the proper- 
ties of feveral ufeful animal?; and the means of 
rendering thofe ufeful that are not naturally fo. 
At laft Setoc began to confider Zadig as a fage, 
and preferred him to his companion, whom he 
had formerly fo much efteemed. He treated 
him well, and had no caufe to repent of his 
kindnefs. 

As foon as Setoc arrived among his own 
tribe, he demanded the payment of five hun- 
dred ounces of filver, which he had lent to a 
Jew in prefence of two witnefies ; but as the 
u'itnefles were dead, and the debt could not be 
proved, the Hebrew appropriated>^he merchant’s 
money to himfelf, and piouHy thanked God for 
putting it la his poy/er to cheat«'an Arabian. 

Setoc 
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Setoc imparted this troublefome affair to Zadig^ 
who was now become his council. In what 
place (faid Zadig) didft thou lend the five hun- 
dred ounces to this infidel?” Upon a large 
ftone. (replied the merchant) that lies near 
mount Oreb..” What is thccharafier of thy 
debtor?’^ firid Zadig. That of a knave,” re- 
turned Setoc. But I afle thee^ whether he 
is lively or phlegmatic j cautious or impru- 
dent?” rie iSg of nil bad payerS;, (iaid Setoc) 
Lhe iTioic live Iv fellow ! ever knew.” We)}^ 
(reihmed Zadig) nllovv me to plenci li'v raufeS^ 
inelfecl:, Zadig having furruHcned the Jew to 
the tribunrdj addrdied the judge in the fol- 
lowing terms : Pillow of the throne of equit}', 

1 come to demand of this man^ in tl;e natne of 
my mailer, five hundred ouncesof filvcr, which 
he refufes to repay.” ^‘^Haft'thoiiany wimeffes?'' 
ibid the judge, No, they are dead ; but 
there remains a large ftonc upon which ihe mo- 
jiey was counted , and if it pleafe thy grandeur 
to order tix- Ptone1:o be fcugdit for, I hope tlrat 
it will bear vritnefs. The tlebrew and I will 
tarry here till the ftone arrives : I will fend for 
it at my mafter’s expeiice.” VHth all my 
hearty” replied the judge, and immediately ap- 
plied himfelf to the difeufiion of other affairs. 

When the court was going to break up, the 
judge (aid to Zadig, '\Vell, friend, is not thy 
n;onc come yet ?’' The Hebrew replied with a 
iinile; T'by grandeur may ftay here till the 
morrow, and after all not fee the fronc. It is 
more than fix miles from hence 5 and it would 
require fifteon men to move it.” Well, (cried 
Zaclig) did not I fay that the ftone wj-ould bear 
Vvitnefs ? lince this man know^s where it Is, he 
I 2 thereby 
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thereby con fefles that it was upon it that the 
money was counted/^ I'he Hebrew was dii- 
concerted, and was foon after obliged to con- 
fefs the truth. The judge ordered him to be. 
faftened to the flone, without meat or drinb, 
till he fiiouid reftore the five hundred ounces, 
which w/erc foon after paid. 

The flave Sadig and the Aonc, were held 
in great repute in Arabia. 

The Funekai/ Pile. 

CETOC, charmed with the happy ifTuc of 
^ this afihir, made hivS . Have his intimate friend. 

He had now conceived as great an efteem for i 

him as ever the king of Babylon had done; ; 

and Zadig was glad that Setoc had no wife. He 
difeovered in his mafeer a good natural difpo- 
iltion, much probity of heart, and agreatihare . 
of good ferife ; Init he was i^rry to fee, that, . 
according to the ancient cuftom of Arabia, he 
adored the 1‘oil: of heaven j that is, die fun, 
moon, and itars. He fometimes fpoke to him 
on this fiibiccl; with great prudence and difere- 
,tion. At iail: he told him, that theie bodies 
were like all other bodies in the imiverfe, and / 
no more deferving of our homage, than a tree < 
or a rock. But (laid Setoc) they are eternal 
beings 5 and it is from them wedc.-.v^- all we 
enjoy. 'Fhcy animate nature; they regulate | 
the feafons ; and befides are remoj/ed at fiich an 
immcidl* difianccirom us, that we cannot help 
revei'i-og themd’ Thou recciv^ft more ad- 
vantage 
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.■;intag;c (replied Zadhi;) trom the waters of tiic 
Red which curries thy merchandize to the 
Indies . ‘Wl.iy may not it be as ancientas the fbrs ? 
and if thoii adorelt what is placed at a diihnce 
from thecj thou oughteil to adore the hind of 
the GanaarlJcs, which lies at the extremity of 
the earth."’ ‘‘‘ No^ (fakl fietoc) the brightneis 
of the {h:rs cornaiands my ailoraiitm.” 

At night Zadig lighted irp a great lUtHiber of 
candles in the tent where I’:-; was to fup widi 
Setoc ; and the rnomont !;!> patron appeared, 
he fell on his knees bcTore thefe lighted tapers, 
and laid ; *** Eternal and fliirdng luminaries ! 
be ye always propitious to me.’" Maving thus 
faid, he fat down at the tabic, widnout: taking 
the leaf!: notice of Sctoc , What art thou 
doing?” faici Sctoc to him in amaze. 1 a<it 
like thee, (replied Zadig) I adore thcle candles, 
and negledt their mufter and mine.” Setoc com- 
prehended the profound fenfe of this apologue. 
/I'hc wifdom of hisjlavefunk deep Into his fuii! ^ 
he no longer of4"red incenil^to the creatures, 
but adored the eternal Deing who made them. 

There prevailed at that time in Arabia a 
fnoclcing culiom, fpriing originally from Scy- 
thia, and which, being eftabliflied in the Indies 
by the credit of the brachmans, threatened to 
over-run all the Eaft- When a married man 
died, and his beloved wife afpired to the cha- 
radfer of a laint, fire burned herfelf publickly 
on the body cf her huiband. This was afolemii 
feafl, and v/as called the Funeral Pile of Wi- 
dowhood ; and that tribe in which mofl wo- 
men had beeft burned, was the moft refpedfed. 
An Arabian of Setoc’s tribe being dead, h?s 
%vidov/, wJSofe name was Alraona, and who 
I 3 wixs 
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was very devout, publ i&,ed the day and hour 
when Ihe intended to throw h.cri'elf into the 
fire, amid/t the found of drums and trumpet. '■n 
:Zadig remonifrated agaln£' this horrible Oiif- 
tom 5 he fhev/ed Sere;: how inconilftent it was 
with the happineisofmankind, to fuffbr young 
widov/s to burn themfelves every other day;, 
widows who were capable of giving children 
to the ihtc^ or at kaft of educating thofe they 
already had ; and he convinced him that it was 
his duty to do all that lay in his power to abc- 
liiii jlich a barbarous practice. I'he wo:nen 
(ibid Setcc) have pofeiicu the right of burning 
themielves for more th::n a thousand yean: : aful 
who fltall dare to abrogate a law W'hich tinse 
hath rendered facred r Is there any thing more 
,ref’:jccl:able than anciciw abufes Rcafon is 
more ancient, (replied Zacigj) mean while, 
fpvcak thou to the chicfb of the tribes, and I 
will go to wait on the 5^0‘di'g wiJowd’^ 

Accordingly he was introduced to her 5' and, 
afier having iniinuated hiESfelf into her good 
graces by fome cohipliments bn her beauty, and 
told her what a pity it v/as to commit fo many 
charms to the Hanses, he at lali prail'ed her for 
her conitancy and courage^ Thou uiufts, 
iurely, have loved thy husband (faid he to herj 
with the moil: pailionate fondirefsv’ ** Who^ 
i ? (replied the lady) I loved him not at alL 
He was a brutal, jealous, infupportable wmctcb; 
but I am firmly refolved to throw myfclf oa 
bis funeral pile.'’ It would appear theii, 
(find Zadig) that there inuft be a very delicious 
plcafure in being burnt alive.’’ ! it makes 

nature fimdder, (replied the' lady 3) but that 
mult be overlooked, I am a devot^ee 1 I fliould 

Icfe 



The Funeral Pile. - 175 

iofc my reputation^ and all the world would 
defpife me, if I did not burn myfelf/^ Zadig 
liavin-^ made her acknowledge that &c burned 
herfelf ::o gain tlie good opinion of others, and 
to grat^iy her o\?n vanity, entertained her with 
a ioiig diib: ur:c=: calculated to make her a little 
in Icve \lk^ and even went io far as to 
inipii:.: her with ibnie degree of goad»wiIl rot 
the p:?rfcn who to her. And what 

thou do at :a:w (hud he) if the vanity of 
bunurig mouhl nc-r conlinuc? Alas! 

{hhi i:\r.O 1 h/hw: r ihould dchre thee to 

, fs ' 

h/.A.-h; mind was too much cngrollod with 
the i.I.oi of AhartC; noi to elude this declara- 
tor: 3 hut he inllaudy to thcrhAlh of th^ 
oils;::, i th:.in w-U’t had in-ahe, and advlf.^l 
uie:n to make a law, by wAch a widow ihoiild 
not be pernuUed to burn hcrielig till fhc had 
corirenbcl privately with a young rnau for the 
^pace of an ’loiha Since that time, not a iingls 
woman "b unfed hcrfclf in Arabia. 'They 
‘ivere indebted tS Zadig alo^le for deflroying in 
one day ?. cruel cuftom, that had iafted for fo 
many ages j and thus he became the benefacw 
■of Arabia. 


14 
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QETOC^ who could not feparate hiiisich" 
from this man, in whom dwelt wiidooiy 
carried hira to the great fair of .Balzorap whi- 
ther the richcil* merchants in the earth reforted, 
Thkiio; was highly pleraed to fee fo many men 
of different countries united in the fame place, 
lie confidcred the whole univerfe as one large 
iarrdly affcmbled at Ea-zora. Thefecosad day., 
iic fat at table with an Egyptians an Indian^ an 
iiihabinuU of Cathay, a Creek, a Celtic, and 
fcvcral other itrangers, who, in their frequent 
voyages to the Arabian gulpb, had learned 
enough of the Arabic to make themfelves im-* 
derftood. The Egyptian fcemed to be in a vio- 
lent paffiom What an abominable, country 
is Balzora ! (faid he 5) they refufe me a thou- 
iand ounces of gold on the beft fecurity in the 
worldd^ How ! (faid Settle) on what fecu- 
rity have they refiffed thee this fum r’" On 
the body of my aunt, (replied the Egyptian 5} 
jfhe was themoft notable woman in Egypt j :?ae 
always accompanied me in ray jounues ^ ilie 
died on the road ; I have converted her into 
one of the Cnefl: mummies in the world ; and, 
in my own country, I could have as much as 
I pleafe, by giving her as a pledge. It is very 
ilrange that they will not here lend me fo much 
as a theufanu ounces of gold on fuch a folia fe- 
cufity.^' Angry as he was, he was going to 
help himfclf to a bit of excellent boiled fowl, 
when the Indian, tak.ing'himby the hand, cried 
out in a ibrrowfvil lone 5 Ah ! \v 1 kU art thou 
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|Ybing to do To eat a bk of this fowl,"’ 
lepiieci the man who owned the mummy. 

'Fake care that thou docil not, (replied the 
Indian.) .It is poffible that the foul of the de* 
ceafl'd may hav'c pafied into this fowl, and thou 
wos-ildefl: not, furely, expofe thyfelf to the dan- 
ger of eating thyauiit'^ To boil fowls is a ma- 
nifeft outraje on nature/^ What d oft thou 
mean by thy nantre and thy fowls? (replied the ' 
choleric Kyyptianj We adore a bull ^ and yet 
we cat of been'* You adore a bull ! 

Is it polTible fail the man of Ganges. No- 

thing is more pvdibie, (rcturiicd the other;) 
we luive done :o for thefe hinidred and thirty- ■ 
five \:hoLif:i.i\d years ; and nobody amongft us ■ 
has ever found fault with it.*’ A hundred 
and thirty-five thoufand years ! (faid the lmiian) 
This account is a little exaggerated'; it is but 
eighty thoufand yesrs fince India was firft: 
peopled, and v/c are fui^i'y nmre ancient than 
you : Brarna I prohibited our cat:;}g of ox-flefti 
before you though? of putting it on your fpits 
or altars.” l^nis Brama Sf yours, (faitl the 
E-gyptiiiu) is a pleafant fort of an animal truly,^ 
to compare with c-iir Apis ; what great things 
hath your Brarna performed?*’ It was he 
(replied th;.; Brarnin) that taught mankind to 
read and write, and to wliom the w'Drld is in- 
debted for the game -of chefsf’ Thou art 
miftaker, (fold a Chaldean who fotnear him ;) 


* yjany caTts or tribes of Indians, efpecially the Bra- 
believe in the iruetempfychc-iis, or tranfrnigration of 
fotils. • 

f 15 ran-; a, orErahiTia, is one of the principal deities of 
the 'J’cnfjiuneie* 
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it is to the hill Cannes^ that we owe thefe great 
advantages^ and it is juft that we fnould render 
homage to none but him. All the world will 
tell thecj that he is a divine being, with a gol- 
den tail and a beautiful human head, and that, 
for three hours every day, he left the water to 
preach on dry land. lie had feveral children 
who were kings, as every one knows. I have 
a pi^ure of him at home, which I worftiip with 
becoming reverence. We may eat as much 
beef as we pleafe 5 but it is furely a great fm to 
drefs fifh for the table. Befides, you are both 
of an origin too recent and ignoble to difpute 
with me. The Egyptians reckon only a hun- 
dred and thirty-five thoufiind years, and the 
Indians but eighty thoufand, while we have 
almanacks of four thoufand ages. Believe me; 
renounce your follies ; and I will give to each 
of you a beautiful pi<fture of Oannes/^ 

The man of Cathay took up the difeourfe^ 
and faid ; I have a great refpedl for the 
Egyptians, the Chaldeans, the Greeks, the 
Celtics, Brama, -the bull Apis, and the beau- 


Berofus, in his account of the Babylonian antiquities, 
fays, that in the beginning of the Chaldean empire, an 
laniniai called Cannes came out of the Red Sea. He had 
the body of a hfh, with the head and feet of a man. He. 
converfed Vvdth die people, and imparted to them the 
knowledge of letters, arts, -and fdences. He taught them 
to form fccietits, build cities, ereiR templesj rneafure and 
cultivate land? ; in a word, civiliijed the whole nation. 
However, he neither ate nor drank with them, and at Cun- 
fet always redreri into the fea. This f ibie probably alludes 
to K mc itf angers who arrived on the coaR in a fliip, and 
took fomt- pains to humanize the baibaunis inhabitants. 

tiiul 
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tiful fifliOannes; but I fhould think that Li^ 
or Tien ^5 as he is commonly calledj is fuperior 
to all the bulls in the earth, and all the fife ia 
the fca. I feall fay nothing of my native coua- 
tiys it is as large as Egypt, Chaldea, and the 
Indies, put together. Neither feall I difpute 
about the antiquity of our nation ; becaufe it 
is of little confequence whether we are ancient 
or net ; it is enough if we are happy ; but^ 
were k neceilary to fpeak of almanacks, I could 
fly tn: 5 t a-l Alia takes ours; and that we had 
very good ones before arithmetic was knowui In 
Chaidca.^’ 

Ignorant men, as ye all are, ffaid the 
Greek;) do you not know that Chaos is the 
father of all , and that form and matter have 
put the world into its prefent condition The 
Cl reek fpoke for a long time; but w^as at lafi 
interrupted by the Celtic, who, having drank 
pretty tieeply while the reft were difputing, 
imagined he was nov^ more knowing than all 
the others, and faid with an oath, that there 
were none but ^eutat f anjl, the mlfletoe of the 
oak that were worth the trouble of a difputc ; 
that, for bis own part, he had always feme 
jTiillstoe in his pocket , and that the Scythians, 
his anceftors, were the only men of merit that 
had ever appeared in the world ; that it 

* Cliinefe words. The n-.-fb properly lignifies naturfiH 
l3;/hr. or reafon ; and tlie laft heaven, or Gcd. 

f Teut.'it: is the farae with Mercury. "A'/j in tiie Celtic 
I'lniiuage, iignllles Peoplej and rat a Father. The word 
jMcrcurys riccordiire; to Pezron, comes from the GauJi/lT! 
word.; Vi-.: and the nrA importing Merchandize; the 
iot!\.r fhroiiyhi^.a Man; very iittie different from thcX.arhi 
wou!^ i7.7/'.v and 'vir^ 

I 6 
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true they had fometimes eat human bat 

that, notwithflunding that circumftance, his 
nation defcrved to be held in great efteem ; and 
• that, in line, ir any one (|>:)kc' ill of Tea tat, 
he would teach him better manners. The 
quarrel was now become warm 5 and Setoc law 
the table ready to be frained with blood. Zadig, 
who had been filent during the whole dirpute, 
nrofeat laPe. lie iir ft add reded himfedf to the 
Celtic, as the moft furious of all the diiputants : 
lie told him that he had reafon on his fide, and 
begged a few mifletoes. Pie then prai fed the 
Greek for his eloquence; and foftened all their 
exafperated fpirits. He faicl but little to the 
.man of Cathay, becaufe he had been the moft 
reafonable of them all. At laft he faid ; You 
-were going, my friends, to quarrel about no- 
thing ; for^oii arc all of one mind.’^ At this 
word they all cried out together. Is it not 
true, (laid he to the Celtic) that you adore not 
this miiletoe, but him that made both the mifle- 
, toe and the oak Moft undoubtedly,’’ re- 

> plied the Celtic* And th?)u, Mr. Egyptian, 
doft not thou revere, ii. a certain bull, him who 
gave the bulls?” Yes,” faid the Egyptian. 

The fifli Cannes (continued he) muft yield 
to him who made the fea and the fifiies. The 
Indian and the Cathaian (added he) acknow- 
iedge, like you, a ftift principle. I did not 
fully comprehend the admirable things that 
were ibid by the,Greek ; but I amTure he will 
admit a fiiperior being, on wdiorn form and 
Tn:;tter depend.” The Greek, whom they all 
Tliiiired, fdd that Zadig had exadlly taken his 
meaning. You are all then (r^i-pHed Zadig) 
ofouQ opinion; and have no caufe to quarrel/'' 

, - All, 
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All the company embraced him. Setoc, after 
having fold his commodities at a very hi;>;h 
price, returned to lus own tribe with his friend' 
Zadig:; Vv'ho learned, upon his arrival, that he 
had been tried in his abfence, and was now- 
going to be burned by a flow fire 
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U R 1 N G ids Journey to BrJzora, the 
pricRs of the ibrs had rcfolved to puniOi ' 
him, 'Die precious ftoncs and ornaments of/ 
the voung widows whom they Tent to the fu-- 
livrai pile belonged to them of right 5 and the 
leaft thc7 could now do, was to burn Zadig^ 
for the ill office he had done them. Accord ing 1 5? 
they accubd him of entertaining erroneous 
Rntiments of the heavenly hoft, I'hcy depofed 
r.gaini!: him, and fwore that they bad heard him 
fay, that the ftims did not Jet in the fea. This 
blafphemy made judges tremble 5 
they were ready to tear their garments upon 
hearing thefe impious words ; and they w^oulcl 
certainly have tore them, had Zadighad where- 
withal to pay them for new ones. But, in the 
excefs of their zeal and indignation, they con- 
tented themfelves with cond::nning him to be 
burnt by a ilow fire. Setoc, filled with defpair 
at this unhappy event, employed all hrs intereft 
to fivi: bis friend ; but in vain: he was foon 
obliged to hold his peace. The young widow 


This is levelled agaijift theintjuifition, , 
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Almona, who had now conceived a great fond- 
nefs for lifcj for which flie was obliged to Za« 
dig, refolved to deliver him from the funeral 
piiej of the abufe of which he bad fully con*- 
vinced her. She revolved the fchcme in her 
own mindj, without imparting it to any perfon 
whatever. Zadig was to be executed the next 
day : if flie could fave him at all, £he muft- 
do it that very night ; and the method taken 
by this charitable and prudent lady was as fol- 
lows : 

She perfumed herfelf^ file heightened her 
beauty by the richefi: and gayeft apparel ; and 
went to demand a private audience of the chief 
pricft of the frars. As foon as file was intro- 
duced to the venerable old man, file addrelled 
him in thefe terms : Eldeft fon of the great 

bear 5 brother of the bull ; and coufin of the great 
dog 5 (fuch were the titles of this pontiff) I 
come to acquaint thee with my fcruples. I ara 
much afraid that I have committed a heinous 
crime in not burning myfelf on the funeral pile 
of my dear hufband 5 for, indeed, what had I 
worth preferving? perifcable hefii, thou feefi^ 
that it is already entirely v;ithcred/' So faying, 
file drew up her long fleeves of filk, and {hewed 
her naked arms, which were of an elegant fhape 
and a dazzling whicenefs. Thou feefe (faid 
fhe) that thefe are little worth,'’’ The prieft 
found in his heart that they were worth a great 
deal ; his eyes faid lb, and his mouth confirmed 
It: he fwore that he had never in his life feen 
fuch beautiful arms. “ Alas \ (faid the widow) 
niy arms, perhaps, are notfo bad as the reft ; but 
.thou wiit confefs that my neck is net worthy of 
fpe Icaft regard/’ She then difeovered the moft 
■ ' ' •■■■■■ - "charming 



The RENDEZVOUS* , 183 

charming bofom that nature had ever formed* 
Compared to it, a rofe-bud on an apple of ivory 
would have appeared like madder on the box- 
tree, and the whitenefs of new-wafhed lambs 
would have feemed of a duflty yellow. Her 
neck ; her large black eyes, languiihing with the 
gentle luftre of a tender fire ; her cheeks ani- 
mated with the fineft purple, mixed with the 
whitenefs of the purefl milk ; her nofe, which 
had no refemblance to the tower of mount Le- 
banon ; her lips, like two borders of coral, in- 
clofmg the fineil pearls in the Arabian Sea j all 
confpired to make the old man believe that he 
was but twenty years of age. Almona, foeing 
him enHamed, entreated him to pardon Zadlg, 
** Alas ! (faid he) my charming lady, fhoiild 1 
grant thee bis pardon, it would be of no fer- 
vice ; as it muft neceiTarily be figned by three 
others, my brethren.” Sign it, however,’’' 
faid Ahnoiia. With all my heart, ((aid the. 
prieft) on condition that thy favours foal 1 be the 
price of my ready compliance.” Thoa doeft me 
too much honou?, ( laid Almona ;) be pleafed only 
to come to my chamWr after fun-fet, and when 
the bright flar of Sheat foall appear in the ho- 
rizon, thou wilt find me on a rofe-eoloured 
fopha ; and thou mayeft then ufe thy fervant as 
thou art able.” So faying, foe departed with the 
fignature, and left the old man full of love and 
diifruil: of his own abilities. He employed the 
reO: of the day in bathing 5 he drank a liquor 
compofed of the cinnamon of Ceylon, and of the 
precious fpices of Tidor and Ternate ; and 
waited with impatience till the ilar Sheat foould 
E3ake its appearance* 


Mean 
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Mean while, Almona went to the feconcl pen* 
tifK irleailarcd her that the han, the moon, and 
all the luminaries of heaven were but glimmering 
meteors in comparifon of her charms. She asked 
the i'kaie favour of him ; and he propos’d to 
grant it on the fame tennis. She fulTered herfcif 
to be overcome ; and appointed the fec'ond pon« 
tifF to meet, her at rhe rifing of the Itar Algenib. 
From thence Pne went to rhe ti:;;:' and fourth ■ 
prieil, a.'wavs lakir^g their figr.atures, and making . 
an anig’iation from Par to liar. She then fent*- 
a mefiage to the judges, entreating them to come - 
to her houiV, on an afair of great importance. 
They obeyed her iummons’. She ihewed them ■ 
the four names, and told them at v/hat price the 
prlcPs had fold the pardon of Zadig. E;3ch of 
them arrived at the hour appoliued. Each vi’as - 
furprized at finding his brethren there, but fiill 
more at feeing the judges, before whom their ' 
fharvio nov/ inanirbih Zadig was fiW'ed 5 
and Setoc was fo charmed with the ingenuity 
and ad-irefs of Almona, tbat-,hs made her his • 
wife. Zadig departed, after having thrown him- 
felf at the feet of nis fair' ucnlverer. Setoc and ■ 
he took leave of each other with tears in their 
eyes, fwcaring an eteimal friendfhip, and pro- 
niifing, thrit the firil of them that fhould acquire • 
a l«rge fortune thould fcare it with the other. 

Z/adjg diredied his courfe along the frontiers * 
of AHyvic'u ftiil muhng on the unhappy Aftarte, . 
and fcfiedting on the feverity of fortune, which 
feemed determined to make him the fport of her 
criicltv, aad the objeef of her perfecution, 

’Whaf, (faid he to himfelf) four hundred 
ounces of gold for having feen a Sltcb ! con- 
demned 
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Ucmnccl £0 lofc my head for four bad verfes io 
praife of the king ! ready to be ftrangled, be- 
raufe the queen had flioes of the colour of oty 
bonnet ! reduced to ilavery for having ibccourcci 
a woman who was beat ! and on the point of 
being burnt for having faved the li^^cs of all the- 
young of Arabia 

■The R O B B E R. 

A R R I V I N G on the frontiers which divide 
^ Arabia Petrasa from Syria, he paiTed by a 
pretty ftrong caftle, from which a party of armed- 
Arabians (allied forth. They inftantly furrounded 
him, and cried, All thou haft belongs to US:^ 
and thy perfon is the property of our mafter/*'' 
Zadig replied by drawing his fword 5 his fervant^ 
who was a man of courage, did the fame. They 
killed the firft Aj^abians that prelumt^d to lay' 
hands on them ; th^glfthe number was re« 
doubled, they were not difmayed, butrefolved to* 
perifti in the coiiflidb. Two men defended them- 
felves againft a multitude; and fuch a combat 
could not laft long. The mafter of the' caftlcy 
whofe name was Arbogad, having obferved from' 
a window the prodigies of valour performed by 
Zadig, conceived a high efleeni for this heroic 
ft ranger. He defeended in haftc, and went in 
perfon to call off his men, and deliver the two tra- 
vellers. A_U that paiies over -my lands (faid 
he) belongs me, as well as what I find upon, 
(he lands of others 3 but thou feemcli to be a 
• man 
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man of fuch undaunted courage^ that I will 
exempt thee from the common He then 

concluded him to his calHe, ordering his men to 
treat him well 5 and in the e*/ening Arbogad 
fupped with Zadii?. The lord of the caltle was 
one of thofe Arabians who are commonly called 
robbers ; but he now and then performed forne 
good ndions., smidft a multitude of bad ones* 
He robbed with a furious rapacity,, and granted 
favours with great gencrolity 5 entrepid in adion j 
nlfable in company, a debauches at tablc.^ but 
gay in his debauchery 5 and particularly remark- 
able for his frank and open behaviour. He "was 
highly pleafed with Zadig, whofe lively conver- 
iation lengthened the repaft. At lalt Arbogad 
faid to him.; “ I advifethee to enroll thy name 
in my catalogue; thou canft not do better; this 
is not a bad trade ; and thou mayeit one day be- 
come what I am atprefent.” May I take the 
liberty ofalking thee (faid Zadlg) how long thou 
haft followed this noble profeffion From my 
moft tender youth, replied tbs lord. I w^as fer* 
vant to a pretty g0cfJ-n.7f.ured AVabian ; but could 
not endure the bardfhips of my fituation. I was 
vexed to find that fate had given me no fl:are of 
the earth, which equally belongs to all men. I 
imparted the caufe of my uneafinefs to an old 
Arabian, who faid to me; ^ My fon, do not 
^ defpair ; there was once a grain of fand that 
^ lamented that it was no more than a negleded 
® atom in the deferts ; at the end of a few years 
* it became a diamond ; and it is now the 
® brighteft ornament in the crown of the king 
^ of the Indies,’ This difeourfe jpade a deep 
impreftion on my mind ; I was the grain of 
fand, and I refolyed to become t:he diamond. I 

began 
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began by ftealing two horfes ; I {oon got a party 
of coir.panions ; I put rnyfelf in a condition to 
rob frn all caravans ; and thus , by degrees ^ I de- 
itroyecl the difference which had formerly fub« 
iified between me and other men. I had rny 
I hare of the good things of this world ; and was 
even recompenfed with ufury for the hardfhips I 
had ihffered. I was greatly refpecred ; and be- 
came tlie captain of a band of robbers. I feized 
tills cailjc by force. The fatrape of Syria had a 
mind to dlfpcffeis me of it; but I v/astoa rich to 
have any thing to iear. I gave the fatrape a 
handfome preffnt. by which means I preferved 
my cable, and cncrcaih'd my pofTeiliono. He 
even appointed me treafurer of the tributes which 
Arabia Petraii'a pays to the king of kings. I per- 
b:-:':!! niy oince of receiver tvith great punciua- 
lity; but take the freedom to difpenie with that 
of pay mailer* 

The grand dcflcrham of Babylon fent hither 
a petty fatrape in the name of king Moabdar, to 
have ms ilranglsA This man arrived with his 
orders; I was \Dpri{q^ Oi^all ; I caufed to be 
■flra ogled in his prefence the four perfons he had 
brought with hioi to draw thenoofe; after which 
I asked him how much his ccmimifhon of firao- 
gling me might be worth. He replied, that his 
Fees Vv'ould amount to about three hundred pieces 
of gold. I then convinced him that he might 
gain more by flaying with me. I made him an 
inferior robber; and be is now one of my beft 
and richeft oflicers. If thou wilt take my ad^, 
vice, thy fuccefs may be equal to his ; never 
was thcic a better feafon for plunder, fi nee king 
Moabdar is killed, and all Babylon thrown into 
confufioii,** 

Moabdar 
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Moabdar killed, (faid ^Jadigj) and what io 
become of queen Aftarte I know not, (re- 
plied Arbogad.) All I know is, char Moabdar 
loft his fen fes, and u-as killed ; that Babylon is a 
feene of diforder and bloodfhcd 5 that all the em- 
pire is acfolared ; that there are fomc fine ftrokes 
to be ftruck yet; and that, for own part^ 
I have ftruck forne th?,t are admirable."' But 
the queen, (faid Zadig ;) for heaven's fiikc^ 
knoweft thou nothing of the queen's fate r' 
Yes* (replied he) 1 have he.ard Ibmetbing of a 
prince of Hircania ; if ftie was not killed in the 
tumult, file is probably one of his concubines ; ' 
but I am much fonder of booty than news. I 
have taken feveral women in my excurfions ; but 
I keep none of them ; I fell them at a high 
price, when they are beautiful, without enquiring 
who they are. In commodities of this kind rank 
makes no difierence, and a queen that is ugly 
will never find a merchant. Perhaps I may have 
fold queen Aftarte ; perhaps Ihe is dead ; but, be 
it as it vfill, it is of little colifequence to me, 
and, I fhould imagine, as little to thee.” So’ 
faying, he drank a large draught, which threw 
all his ideas into fuch confufion, that Zadig could 
obtain no farther information. 

Zadig remained for forne time wichout foeech, 
fenfe, or motion, Arbogad continued drinking;- 
told fiories ; conftanrly repeated that' he was the 
happieft man in the world ; and exhorted Zadig 
to put hiiTjfelf in the fauic condition. At laft 
the Ibporiferous funus of the wdne lulled him 
info a gentle repofe. Zadig palled the night in- 
the moft violent perturbation. What, (faid 
he) did the king-dole his fenfes r and is he killed ?■ 

I' can- 
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I crjinot help lamenting his fate. The empire 
is rent in pieces : and this robber is happy. O 
fortune 1 O dcll'iny ! A robber is happy, and the 
r:vo.-‘ beautiful of nature’s works hath^ perhaps^, 
pcri&ed in a barbarous manner, or lives In a 
ftate worfe than death. O Aftaite ! what Is 
become of ihce p’ 

At dayTi’cak, he qneflioned all thole he met 
Jii the caille; but they were allbufy ;, a!>d he 
received no an Twer. During the night they had 
made a new capture j and they were now em- 
ployed in dividing the fl'ciL All he could ob- 
T'li:; hi this iuirry and confahoii veas an opportu- 
isity of departing, which he irv.n'iudirr.ely em- 
braced, plunged deeper than ever in the moil 
gloomy and inournful reflections. 

Zadig proceeded on his journey with a mind 
full of difquict and perplexity, and wholly em- 
ployed on the unhappy Aftarte, on the icing of 
Babylon, on his faithful friend Cador, on the 
happy robber Arbogad, on that capricious wo*^ 
man vvhorn the Babylonians had feized on the 
frontiers of Egyp? i in on all the misfor- 

tunes and diiappointmeats he had hitherto fuf- 
hred^ 


m 
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A T a few leagues diftance from Arbogad's 
csflle, he came to the banks of a fmall river,, 
fiill. deploring his fatc^ and confidering himfelf 
as the nioil: wretched of mankincL. rie fa'W a 
fifcerman lying on the brink of the river, fcarcely 
holding in his weak and feeble hand a net, vv-liich 
hs feciiicd ready to drop, and lifting up his eyes 
to lieaven, 

i am ccrtainlv, faid the fifhemian, the mofi: 
unhappy man in the world, I was I'niverfdly 
allowed to be the moft famous dealer in cream- 
cheefe in Babylon, and yet I am ruined. I had 
the moft handfome wife that any man in my 
ftation could have; and by her I have been be- 
trayed, I had fbil left a paltry houfe, and that 
J have feen pillaged and deftroyed. At Jail: I 
took refuge in this cottage, where I have no 
other refource than fifliing, Aand yet I cannot 
catch a finglc fifh. O my rfet ! no more will I 
throw thee into th^c ; rWill throw m:yfelf 
in thy place/’ So faying, he arofe and advanced 
forward, in the attitude of a man ready to throw 
himfelf into the river, and thus finifli this 
life. 

What, faid Zadig to himfelf^, are there men 
as wretched as I r” His eagernefs to fave the 
fi/hcrman’s life was as fudden as this refisdlion, ‘ 
He runs to him, flops him, and fpeaks to him 
with a tender and compaflionate air. It is com- 
monly fuppofed that we are lefs miferable when 
we have companions in our mifery^ This, ac- 
cording to Zoroafter, does not proceed from 
malice, but rieceility. We feel oup^elves infen- 

fibiy 
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fibly drawn to an unhappy pcrfon, as to one 
like ourfelyc?. The joy of the happy would be 
an infult; but two race in difirefs are like two 
flender trees, which mutually fupportlng each 
other, fortify themfelyes againii: the ftorim® 
fic Why^ faid Zadig to the fifeerman, dofi thou 
link under thy misfbrtiuiej; Becaiife, re-* 
plied he, I fee no means of relief. 1 was tbs 
moO: confidcrable man in the village ofDcrlbackj 
near Babylon, and with the ainilarxe of my 
wife, I made the befi: cream-cheefe in the empire, 
Queen Aftarte and the famous niiiiilier, Zadig, 
were extremely fond of them. I had font them 
fix hundred chcefes, and one day went to the 
city to receive my money; but, on my arrival at 
Babylon, was informed that the queen and Za- 
dig had di Appeared. I ran to the houfe of lord 
Zadig, vi'hom I had never feen ; but found there 
the inferior officers of the grand Defocrham, 
who being furnilhed with a royal licence, were 
plunderirifg it with great loyalty and order. From 
thence I few to tht' queen’s kitchen, foaieof the 
lords of wd'ilch toSi niet|?Crfue queen was dead ; 
fonie fdd &e was iii prifon ; and others pretended 
that fhe had made her efcape; but they all agreed 
in affiiring me that i would not be paid for my 
cheefo. I tvent w'ith my wife to the houfe of 
lord Orcan, who was one of my cuifomers, and 
bt:gged his proteciion in my prefe-nt difo-refs. He 
granted it to rny wife; but refufed it to me. She 
vyas whiter than the cream-cheafes that begun my 
misfortune; and rhe laftre of the Tyrian purple 
v/as not more bright than the carnation which 
animated thi* whitenefs. For this reafon Orcan 
detained her, and drove me from his houfe. In 
my defpair J wrote a letter to my dear wife* She 
4 faid 
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faid to the bearer, Ha, ha! Iknoiv the writer 
of this a little; I have heard his name mentioned^ 
they lay he makes excellent cream- cheefe ; de- 
fire him to fend me ibme? and he fliall be 
paid.” 

In my diilrefe I refolved to apply to juftice* 
I bad ftill fix ounces of gold remaining : I was 
obliged to give two to the lawyer whom I con- 
fultcd; two to the procure- or who undertook; 
my caufe ; and two to ihe shicretary of the firi't 
judge. When all this was done, my bufinefs 
v/as not begun ; and I had already expended 
more money than my cheefe and my wife wete 
worth. I returned to niy own village, with an 
intention to fell my houfe, in order to enable nic 
to recover my wife. 

My houfe was well w^orth fixty ounces of gold ; 
but as my neighbours iaw that I was poor, and 
obliged to fell it, the iirft to whom I applied, 
offered me thirty ounces, the fecond tw'enty^ 
and the third ten. Bad as thefe offers wei;e, I 
was fo blind) that I was going to irrike a bar- 
gain, when apnnc'..'6SJarcani'a came to BabyloD) 
and ravaged ail in his w-ay. My houfe was firft 
lacked and then burnt. 

Having thus loft my money, my wdfe, and my 
houfe, I retired into this country, where thou now 
feeft me. I have endeavoured to gain a fub- 
fiftence by fifliing ; but the fifti make a mock 
of me as well as the men. I catch none ; I die 
with hunger, and had it not been for thcC) 
auguft comforter, I fliould have periflied in the 
river.” 

The fifiberman was not allowed to give this 
long account wdlhout .interruption ; at every mo- 
ment, Zadig, moved and tranfported, faidj 

What 
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« What knoweft thou nothing of the queen's 
fate?*' No, my lord, replied the Mierman^ 
but I know that .neither the qu:cn nor Zadig 
have paid iTie for my cream-cheelesj ih.jt i have 
loii: my wife, and am now reduced to defpair/^ 

I flatter niyfclf, faid Zadig, that thou wilt not 
lofc all thy money. I have heard of ibis Zadig; 
he b an hoiicft man; and if he return to I3abyIon„ 
as he eKpu?is, he will give thee more thrai he 
■owes thee : but mth regard to thy tvife, who b 
not Co honefl, I advife thee not to feek to recover 
her. Believe mcj go to Babylon ; I fn;:]! be 
there before thee, becaufe I am on horfeback, 
and thou art on foot. Apply to the illurtrious 
C:-r.!or; tell him thou haft met his hienJ ; wait 
for me at his houfe; go, perhaps thou wilt not 
always be unhappy. 

O powerful Oromazes ! continued he, thou 
ernployeft me to comfort this man ; whon) wilt 
thou employ to give me coniohmon r So faying, 
he gave the iillierman half the money he had 
brought from Arabia. The fiflierman, (truck 
with furprize, alld ravjj[k#.^with joy, kiffed the 
feet of the friend of Cador, and "laid, Thou 
art’furely an angel fent from heaven to fave 
me P' 

Mean while Zadig continued to make frefli 
enquirits, and to fned tears. XZhat, my 
lord, cried the fiflierman, art thou then fo un- 
happy, thou who beftoweft favours,?’’ “ An 
hundred times more unliappy than thee, replied 
Zadig.’’ But how is it poiilble, faid the good 
man, that the giver can be more wretched 'than 
the rec-eiverT’ Becaufey replied Zadig, thy 
greatd: mifery arofe from poverty ; and mine is 
!c;ucd in ^hs hcart/^ Did Orcan take thy 
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wife from thee?’^ faid the fiflierman. This word 
recalled to Zadig*s mind rbe whole ol his ad- 
ventares. He repeated the catalogue of his mil-* 
fortune?, beginning with the queen’s bitch, and 
ending with his arrival at the caillc of die robber 
Arbogad, Ah, faid he to the iifheri-ian, 0.rcan 
deferves to be punifhed : but it is comnlonly fuch 
men as tbefe that arc the favourites of fortune. 
However, go thou to the houfe of lord Cador, 
HTid there wait niy arrival/’ They then parted: 
\he fiiheroian walked, thanking heaven for the 
happinefs of his condition ; and Zadig rode,, ac- 
ciifing fortune for the hardnefs of his lot. 


-vs hr isfiir iis-i}r 
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A Rriving in a beautiful meadow, he there faw 
feverai women, who were fcarcliing for 
fomething wn’th great application. He took 
the lil3er.y to appro^^^one or them, and to aiflc 
if he might have tlie tfonour to afFift them in 
their fcarch- Take care that thou doft not, 
replied the Syrian, what vve are fearching for 
can be touched only by women/’ Strange, 
faid Zadig, may I prefume to afic thee W'hat it is 
that women only are permitted to touch/’ It 
is a bafiiifl:, foid fhe/’ A bafilifk, madam ! 
and for what purpo.'e, pray, doft than feek for 
a bafilifiC?” It is for our lord and mafter 
Ogui, wbofe caftie thou feeft on the bank of 
that river, at the end of the meadow. We 
are his mofl: humble Haves. TheHord Ogui is 
fick. His phylician hath ordered him to eat a 
4 bafi- 
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bahlli'kj flev/ed in role-water *, and as it is a very 
rare animal, and can only be taken by women, 
the loul Ogij] hath promifed to choofe for his 
well beloved wife the woman that fliali bring 
him abafiliO-c; let me go on in my fearch ; for 
thou feed: what I fhall lofe, if I am prev'cntcc! 
by irry companions* 

Zadig left her and the other AHyrians to 
fiarch for their bafilifi'-:, and continued m walk 
in the meadow; wher. coming to the brink of 
a ihiali rivulet, he ibund another lady lying on 
the grafs, and v;ho was nof: fearchirig for anr 
thing. Her perfcii feemed to be nigicilick ; 
but her face was covered with a veil. She w'as 
Inclined towards the rivulet, and pr^-hVi-unJ Rglis 
proceeded from her mouth. In h= r hr*i'id i:v;' 
held a fmall rod with v/hlch (lie was tracing 
characters on the fine fand that lay between the 
turf and the brook. Zadig had the curiofitv 
to examirse what this woman was writing.. 
He drew near; he faw the letter Z, then an A ; 
he W'as aftonifliei: then npp'.\^rcG a I); he 
llarted. But nfver equui to 

when he fiuv the two i ail letters of his 
He flood for feme time immoveable. At l-Ui 
breaking fllence with a fuul taring voice, O 

generou.s lady! pardon a ftrangcr, an iinioj' 
tunare man, for prefuming to ail: thee bv what 
furpriling adventure I here find the name of 
Zudlg traced out by thy divine hand.’^ At this 
voice and thefc words, the ladv lifted up her 
veil with a trembling hand, looked at Zadig, 
imt forth a cry of tendernefs, furprize, and 
jov, and iir^cing under the various emotions 
whic’n at once afiaulted her foul, fell fpeechlefi? 
into his ^'ms. It was Aftarte herfelf; it tyas 
K 2 the 
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the queen of Babylon; it wasilic whom Zadig 
ndoi’ccl, and whom h: had reproached him led f 
for adoring; it v/n:s Ihe vriicib misfortunes he 
had fb deeply lamented, and for whofe fate he 
liad been fp an^douily" concerned. He was for 
a moment deprived of the ufe of his fenfes; 
when he had fixed his eyes on thofe of Aflarte, 
which. i:ow began to open again with a languor 
Hii-ved with confulion and tcndcniefs; O ye 
im-Pufirtal powers! cried he, who prefide over 
the fates of weak mortals, do ye indeed reltore 
Aife u-te to nie ? at what a time, in what a places 
and in w-hat a condition do I again behold her?’^ 
He fell on his knees before Aftarte, and laid 
his face in the duftof her feet. The queen of 
Babylon raifed him up, and made him fit by 
her fide on the brink of the rivulet. She fre- 
quently wiped her eyes, from which the tears 
continued to fiow' a-frefli : ilie twenty times re- 
rfumed her difeourfe, which her fighs as often 
interrupted: (he a&ed by what ftrange accident 
they were brought together; {-and fuddenly pre- 
sented his ardwers^^^y ctheiv queffions: ihs 
v/avccl the account of 'her own misfortunes, 
nrid delired to be informed of thofe of Zadig. 
At laff, both 'of them having a little compofed 
the tumult of their fouls, Zadig acquainted her 
in a few tverds by v/hat adventure he v/as 
brought into that meadow. But, O unhappy 

and rcrpcbrabls queen ! by what means do I find 
thee in tins lonely place, doathed In the habit 
of a ilave, and accompanied by other female 
flaves, who are fcarchijig for a bafiliil', which, 
by order of the phvfician is to be fEewed in rofe- 

' * - ti 

y/ater,’’ • , , 

' “ Wiiila 
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While t:!iov arc icarchiii^ for their balilfil:, 
iiua the lair Atlar'C, 1 will inhirni thee of all 
I hav.; h:m.Te<L which h .aven has ilifHci- 

eiuly recoiT-ipeniVc* hr iVLlori-i:^ ihec to rny 
fight. The-u kn:, 'eft that the king, my hiift 
bandj wa^- vexoLi .o fee thee the mule a;ni..:L!e 
of ma:ikii;d; ;u i that for this reaib’ij he one 
night reft;La e ' ■ ftrrjng’e th-r? and p.iiftin m:. 
I'Ik u knowd'- cow V-.vi.n permittej my 
nirtc to iiiftn':'* me of the Cifri:. ftihliivie 

nnf ::i\\ i-L,i' i!y h.,-.' the ffiilhul Cad.ar obliged 
ihrv to depari, in rbeciciv'c lo my ccmtnanHj, 
\vh.;ii he x-e: tnrcd to cneci my apar tir-cnt at: 
midnight by a fee ret ’-...‘{.ge. lie carried me 
oft, and con bj-/hcJ me to the te rgde of Oro* 
mazes, ihe magi, his brother, fhai: me 

up in that huge flntucj winde ba'e uaches to 
the fouiKi.uion of the temple, and whofe top 
rifcM to the fummif of the dome, I was there 
buried in a manner ; l.-ut iras ferved l y riie 
magi, and fupplieci '’'ith ?dl the iiecfclaries of 
life. At break o/day lu^*£!sajc fry A apoLlcjcary 
entered my chaiTiber vefta a potion co:T;j->oibd of 


a mixture of henbane, opium, hemlockjblack hel- 
lebore, and aconite ; and another cfiicer went to 
thine with a bovritring of hiuenlk. Ntidjcr of 
us were to be found. Cador,thc better to duccivc 


the king, pretended to come and accufe us boiha • 
He fiiid that thou hadft taken the road to thc: 
Indies, and I that to Memphis j on which the 
king’s guards v/ere immediately di (patched la 
purfuit of us both. 

The couriers whopurfue.d me did not know 
me. I had hardly ever ihewn my face to any 
but rhctj, and to thee only in the prcfcnce, and 
by the order of my huiband. They conducted 
K S them- ' 
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themfelves in the purfult by the defcriptlon that 
had been given tbcni of my pcrfon. On the 
frontiers of Egypt they mi t Vv'irh a woman of 
the fame flatnre with me. and poiiM'lld perhaps 
or greater ch.arins. She was *vVGephig arid w^an- 
dering. I'hcv made no doubt ' bill that thi^ 
woman was the queen tvf Babylon, and aecorj- 
inglv brought her toMcabdar. I'heir nnK-ike 
at firit threw the king into a vielont paflic!! t 
but having viewed this woman mo^e at(:t:uivi:[\o 
he fefUVid her exrrcmcly handfornc,, and was 
conduced, fhe was called Aliiii)uh I- hare 
diice been informed, that this name in the 
Egyptian language, iigndhes the capricious hiir 
one. She was io in reality ; but fee had as iriuch* 
cunning as ca])ri':e. She pieafed i\^Icabdar, and 
gained iiich ail incendancy over him as ta 
H) 2 ike him chufe her for his wife. Her cha- 
radlcr then began to appear in its true colours. 
She gave iicnelf up, without fcruple, to all the 
freaks of a w'anton imagination. She would 
iiave obliged the the -magi, who was 

old and gouty, to dancefeefore her ; and on his 
rrfujh], ibc perfecu ted hiin with the moil nn- 
iTiej sting crueltjo She ordered her maffer of 
the horie to make her a pye of iweetmeats. In 
vain did he reprefent that .he not a pailry- 
CGok^ he was obliged to make ir, and Ion his 
place, beataufe it was baked a little too bard. 7'he 
pod of mailer of the horfe fee gave to her 
dwarf, and that of chancellor to her page. la 
this manner did fee govern Babylon. Every 
body regretted the lol's of me. The king, who 
till the moment of his refolving tV) poifon 
and frrangle thee, had been a tcslerably good 
kind of xnan, feemed xiow to have drowned 

, all 
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all his virtues in his immoderate fonclncft for 
this capricious fair one. He came to the teiii* 
pic on the great clay of the feall held in honour 
of the il'icred lire. I faw him. implore the 
gods in bihalf of Mi&uf, at the feet of the 
Itatue in which I was indofed. I raifed mv 
voice, I cried out, The gods rqect ihe 
prayer;- of a king who is imw become a tyrain^ 
and who acreryieed to murder a reaibnahle wile, 
in order to ruarrv a woman remarkable for no- 
rut her fohy and extravagance/’ “ Ar 
thefe vycre.]-: Moabuar was confounded, and his 
head became -rr-cr::?,:. 7 'he oracle! had luo- 
nounced, and the ty^'anny of hflilbiif, c :nf]nred 
to deprive him of his judgment, and in a few 
day.s his rcaiori entirely forfook him. 

PL's nindiu;fs, vAdch feemed to be the judg- 
ment of heavcii, was the fignal to a revolt. 
The people rofe, and ran to arms ^ raid Babylon^ 
which had been fo loiig immerfed in idlencis 
and effeminacy, became the theatre of a bloody, 
civil war. I was taken from the heart of my 
ftatue, and placed at ti^T Tl^id of apart}', Cador 
flew to Memphis, to bring thee back to Ba- 
bylon. The prince of Hircania, informed of 
thefe fatal events, returned with his army, and 
made a third parry in Chaldiea. lie attacked 
the king, who fled before him with his capri- 
cious Egyptian, Moabdar died pierced with 
wounds. iVIifibuf fell into the hands of tlie 
conqueror. 1 myfelf had the misfortune to be 
taken by a party of Hlrcanians, who condudfed 
Hie to their prince’s tent, at the very momenc 
that Miiibuf^wa-s brought before him. Thou 
wilt doiibticfs be pleafed to hear that the prince 
thought H'je more beautiful than the itgyptiani 
K 4. but 
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but tlK'u wilt be forry to be inforniecl that he 
dt.r]2:nttl me for his icraaiio. He told me, with 
a bluiK and resolute ihat as fi;on ss he had 
jinillitcl a military expediden, which he was 
juib going to undertake, he w>'ouId come to rae. 
Judge how great muft have been my grielv 
My ties with Adoabdar were already diiJcived j 
I might have been the wife of Zad-ig 5 and I 
was Hllen into the hands of a barbarian. I 
aniwered him with all the pride which my 
rank and noble lentiments could inipire. i had 
always hcaid it ajiirmed, that heaven icnmped 
on peribr.s of niy condition, a mark of 
dcur, w’hicb, v/ith a iiiigle wordor glance, conic! 
reduce to the lowliro'fs of the moil' profound 
icfpe^S, thofe rafc and forward perfens, who 
prdumv to deviate from t::c rulci; of politencfs. 
1 fpoke like a queen 5 but was treated like a; 
mnid-fervarii. The lilrcnidti:-!, v;ithcut even 
deigning, to ipeak to me, told his Iflack eunuch 
that 1 was impertinenr, but that he thought; 
me handfeme. He ordered "'him to take care 
of rnc, and to put ,4; nder "lilie regimen- of 
favourites, that fo my con3pIe:?iion being im- 
proved, i might be the more worthy of his fa- 
vours, when he feould be at ieafure to honour 
me with them. I told him, that, rather than 
fubmit to his defircs, I would put an end to my 
life. He replied with a fmile, that women, 
he believed, w^erenotfo blood-thirfly j and that 
he was accuftomed to fuch violent e>iprefiions ; 
and then left me wuhh the air of a man who 
had juil put another parrot into his aviary. What 
a irate for the firft queen of the urwerfe, and, 
what is more, for a heart devoted to Zadigl'^ 
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At thefe words 2!ud5g threw iurnfclf nt her 
feet, and bathed them with his tears. Ai’hite 
raifed him with great tenderners, and thus con- 
tinued her ilory. I now faw myfelf in the 
power of a barbarian^ and rival to the fooliih 
woman with whom I w^as conhned. She gave 
me an account of her adveiitures in Egypt^ 
From the defcript'ion flic gave of your per/on^: 
from the time, from the dromedary on whicli 
von ivas mounted, and from every other cl!- 
curnitance, I inierred that Zadig \ras the man 
who had ibughi for her.. I doubted not but that 
you was at -Vlcniph.is, and therefore refolved to 
repair thithv.r. Beautiuji MuTouf, faid I, thou 
art :Ti 're handforne tiian I, and will j)leare the 
prince of Hircania much better, yifiii: me in. 
cn-ilriving the means of ;ny cfcapc^'thou wilt 
then reign alone ; thou wiit at o.riC*e make rno 
haj'jpy, and rid thyfelfof a rival. IvInTouf con- 
certed witi'i me tlie means of my flight, and I 
departed wfth a female Egjrptian fiuve.. 

As I approa-^lied tbe f^iticrs of Arabia, a. 
fiunoui; robber, named i^rbogad, iVizcd me, and 
fold me to fbrne merchants, who brfiught me 
to this caiile, where lord Ogul rchdes. Ho 
bought me wathout: knowing who I was. He 
is a voluptuarv, ambitious of Jiothing but good 
living, and tlnj'iks that God fent him into the 
W'orld fer no other rurnoie than to fit at table. 
lj-:c is lb extrerndy c-.-rp:lcnt, t:h.it be is always 
in danger or' ibnbeation. Has ph^dician, who 
iia;' bu;. liife credit with him wiicii he has a 
goed governs him with a defpotit: 

Hvaywhen he Jias cac too u uch. He isas per- 
ibadcd idrr^ liiaC a baiildk icewcJ in rofb- water 
will dlbct a conndete cure. I'he lord Oguf 
K 5 ' HaiJx, 



202 


Thl BA si L I S K. 

b;ith pronilfcd his hand to the remale Have that 
brings hini a bafilifK:. 7'hoa feel]: that I leave- 
them to vie with each ocher in meriting this 
honour, and never was I lefs defirous of find- 
ing the bafilifK: than fincc heaven hath reftored- 
ilieo to my fightf’ 

This account was fucceeded by a long con- 
verfation betv/een Aftarte and Zadig, confining 
of every thing that their long fapprelied fen- 
timents, their great iulFerings, and their mutual- 
love could infpire into hearts the moft noble- 
and tender; and the genii who prefide over 
love, carried their words to the fphere of 
Venus, t 

The women returned to Ogul, without 
having found the bafiliJl:. Zadig was intro- 
duced to this mighty lord* and to him in^ 

the follov/ing terms: May immortal heakli 

defeend from heaven to blefs all thy days ! I am 
a phyncian : at the firft report of thy indifpo- 
fition I fiew to thy cafile, .an4 have now broughs 
thee a bafilific il:e\^y^^■^n rore-''Water. Not that 
J pretend to marry thee’* All I afk is the liberty 
of a Babylonian flave, who hath been in , thy 
poileifioii fora few days; and, if I ibould not 
be ib happy as -xo cure thee* magnificent lord 
Ogul, I confent to remain a fiavc in her placed^ 

The propolal was accepted. Afiarte fet out 
for Hnbylon vvithZadig's iervant, promifing, im- 
mediate y upon her arrival, to feiid a couiier to 
infbrin him of ali that had happened. -Their 
parting as tender as their meeting. 7\he- 
nionv./p.t cf meeting, and that of parting* are- 
the two prcatdi- epochas of life, as fayeth the 
great bock of ZenJ. Zadig loved tlie queen- 
'wuh as ardour as ho profeiicd and the 
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qt!een loved Zadig more than flie thought pro« 
per to acknowledge. 

Mean while Zadig fpoke thus to Ogul ; 

Tviy lord, my bafilife is not to be eaten ; all 
its virtue mufn enter through thy pores. I have 
inclofed it in a Htde ball, blown up and covered 
with a fme fkin. Thou muft ftrike this ball 
with all thy might, and I mud ftn'ke it back: 
for a coniiderabic time^ and by obferving this 
‘regimen for a few days, thou unit fee the efFecls 
of niy art/’ The fiift day, Og-;l was out of 
breath, ai-d thcuglu he fhould have died with 
fatigue. Ti'U;: kcond he wasjelk fatigued, and 
fiept better. In eight days he recovered all the 
ftrength, all the health, all the agility and 
chearfulncfs of his moH agreeable years. Thou 
haft played at ball, and haft been temperate, 
faid Zadig, know that there is no fuch thing 
in nature as abafdiflcj that temperance and cx- 
ereife arc the two great prefervatives of health ; 
and that the art reconciling intemperance 
and health is as ^hiiner^;ias the philofopher's 
ftone, judicial aftrolog*^', or the theology of the 
magi/* 

Ogu/$ firft phyfician obferving how dangerous 
this man might prove to the mgdkal art, formed 
a defign, in conjunciion v/ith the apothecary, 
to fend Zadig to fearch for a bafilifk in the 
other world. Thus, after having fuffered fuch 
a long train of cal ami ties on account of his good 
actions, he was nov/ upon the point ofloftng 
his life for curing a gluttonous lord. He was 
in.vitcd to an excellent dinner 5 and was to have 
been poifoned in the fecond coiirfe; but, during 
the &fts he happily received a courier from the 
* K 6 fair' 
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fair Airnrtc, When one is beloved* by a* 
beautiful woman, fays the great Zoroafter, he 
bath always the good fortune to extricate 
hinsfelf out of every kind of oiiEcuIty and 
danger."' 
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queen w^as received at Babylon with 
all thoie tranfports of joy, which are ever 
felt on the return of a beautiful princefs who 
hath been involved in calamities. Babylon was 
now in greater tranquillity. The prince of 
Hircania bad been killed in battle. The vid'o- 
rious Babylonians declared, that the queen 
ihould marry the man whom they fliould chiife 
for their iovereign. They were refolved that 
the firi'l place in the world, that of being huf- 
band to Aftarte and king of j^abylon, fliould' 
■,12 ot depend on cabluT^stnd intrigues. They 
iwore to acknowdedge for king the man who, 
upon trial, ftiould be found to be poiTeiTed of 
the greateft valour and. the greatefl wifdom. 
Accordingly, at'^he difence of a few leaguci-) 
horn the city, a fpacious place was marked out 
tor ihc iifis, furrounded ,wu*th magnlhcent am- 
phitheatres. Thither the combatants were to^ 
, repair in compete armour. Each of them had 
a 'cpai'afe apartment behind the an'.phitheatres,. 
^.vhere tiicy were neither to be feeii nor known 
by 'any one. Each was to enebunier four 
knights 3 and thofe that were fo happy as tO‘ 

conquer 
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conquer fourj were then, to engage v/ith one 
another i fo that he who remained the lall: 
niaiter of the field, ihould be proclaimed con" 
queror u the games. F'our days after,, he was 
to return with the fame arms, and to explain 
the auiigmas prepofed by the mngi. If he did 
not explain the ^enigmas, he was not king ^ 
and the running at the lances wzs to begin 
afrefli, till a man fiiould be found who was. 
conqueror in both‘thefe combats ^ for they were- 
abfolutely aeterniined to have a kin." pofl'effed 
of the g.reatePc \v.irdom and the moil invincible 
courage. The queen was all the while to be 
ftrivSlly guarded : foe w^as only allowed to be- 
prefent at the games, and even there foe was to* 
be covered with a veil ; but was not permitted 
to fpeak to any of the competruors, that fothey 
might neither receive favour, nor fuffer in'* 
juffice.. 

Thefc particulars Aftarte communicated to her 
lover, hoping thiy:, in order to obtain her, he- 
would ihew hinj^felf polTyllkd of greater courage 
and wifdorn. than any#:ither perfon. Zadig fet 
out on his journey, befeeching Venus to fortify 
bis courage and enlighten his undsrftandirig* 
lie arrived on the banks of , the Euphrates on 
the eve of lids great day. He cau fed . his de- 
v.ice to be inferibed among thofe of the com- 
batants, co!u:ealing his face and his name, as 
the law ordained ; and .then went to repofe 
himlelf ill tin: apan.n;ent that fell to him by lot* 
His ffic:id Cador, who, after the fruiilefsfearch 
he hadi made for him in Egypt, was now 
tvirnecl to ,5abylon, feat to his tent a complete 
iuin ci armour, which was a prefect fo®* 
• .qu€e% 
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cjtieen, as alfo from him felf, one of the finefr 
horfes in Perfia. Zadigprefentiy perceived that 
thefe prefents were fent by Aftarte j and from 
thence his courage derived freili firength, and 
his love the moft animating hopes. 

Next day, the queen being feated under a- 
tanopy of jewels, and the amphitheatres filled 
wlth all the gentlemen and ladies of rank in Ba- 
bylon, the combatants appeared in the circus. 
Each of them came and laid bis device at the 
feet of the grand magi. They drew their de- 
vices by lot ; and that of Zadig was the Jaft. 
'rhe firft who advanced was a certain lord, 
named Itobad, very rich and very vain, but pof- 
fefled of little courage, of lefs addrefs, and 
hardly of any judgment at all. Flis fervants 
had perfiiaded him that fuch a man as he ought 
to be king i he had faid in reply, Such a man 
as I ought to reign and thus they had armed 
him cap-2-pee. He wore an armour of gold 
enamelled with green, a pluij^ie of green fea- 
thers, and a lanxe ad^jpjed withrgreen ribbands* 
It was inftantly percewri by the manner in 
which Itobad managed bis horfe, that it was 
not for fuch a man as him that heaven referved 
the /cepter of Babylon. The firift knight that 
ran againfe him threv/ him out of his faddle 5 
the fecond laid him fiat on his horfe’s buttocks, 
with his legs in the air, and his arms extended; 
Itobad recovered himfcif, but with fo bad a 
grace, that the whole amphitheatre burlt out 
a-Iaughing* The third knight difdained to- 
make ufe of his lance j but, making a pafs ,at 
him, took him by the right leg, and wheeling 
him half-round, laid him proftrate on the fand. 
The Iquires of the. games ran to him Taughing.,, 

and 
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and replaced him in his Tiddle. The fourth 
combatant took him by the left leg, and tumbled 
him down on the other fide. He was conducled 
back with fcornful ftiouts to his tciitj where, 
according to the law, he was to pafs the night j 
and as lie limped along, with great difBcuIty, 
he faid ; \¥h:u an adventure for fuch a man 

The other knigrits acquitted themrc]v’'es with 
greater ability and ibcccfia Some of them con- 
quered two combatants j a few of them ran- 
quiilied three ; but none but prince Otamu^ 
conquered four. At lall Zadig fought in hi$ 
turn. He fuccefHvely threw four knights out 
of their faddles, with all the grace ifnaginable^ 
It then remained to be fecn who fiiouldbc con- 
queror, Otarnus or Zadig. 7 Te arms of the 
iirfi: were gold and blue, with a plume of the 
fitme colour 3 thofe of the laft were white. I'he 
\viflies of all the fpeclators w’-ere divided between 
the knight inhh^* and the knight in white. The 
queen, whofe* heart 'tyas in a violent palpira- 
tion, offered prayer^ico heaven for the fuccefa 
of the white colour. 

The two champions made their pafles and 
vaults with fo much agility 5 they mutually gave 
and received fuch dexterous blows with thei? 
lances 5 and fat fo ilnrJy in their faddles, 
that every body but the queen v/iihed there 
might be two kings in Babylon. Ar length, 
their hories being tired, and their lances bro- 
ken, Zadig had reccnirfe to this fuatagem. He 
pailes beiynd the blue prince ; fprings upon the 
buttocks of his horfe ; feizes him by the middle; 
throws him on the earth; places himfdf lu the 
faddle wheels around Otamus as he lay 

extended 
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extended on the ground. All the amphitheacre 
cried out* Victory to the v/hite knight 
Otamus rifes in a violent paition, and draws 
his fword ; Zadig leaps from his horie with his 
fahre in his hand. Both of them are now on 
the ground, engaged in a new combat, where 
firength and agility triumph by turns. The 
plumes of their helmets, the ftiidsof their braflets,, 
and the rings of their armour, are driven to a 
great diffance by the violence of a thoufand fu- 
rious blows. Theyftrike with the point and the 
edge ; to the right,, to the left ; on the head, on 
the breaft ; they retrelit ^ they advance ^ they mea- 
fure fwords ; they clofe 5 they feize each other 5 
they bend like ferpents j they attack like lions 5 
and the lire every moment flafhes from their 
blows. At laft Zadig, having recovered his 
ipirics, flops j makes a feint j leaps upon Ota- 
mus ; throws him on the ground and di f^inns 
himj and Otamus cries out; It is thou 
alone, O white knight, that cf^ughtefl to reign, 
over Babylon Tl^queen vtos now. at the 
height, of her joy. The feight in blue armour^ 
and the knight in white, were conducted each 
to his own apartment, as well as all theothers.^ 
according to the intention of the law,. Mutes 
came to wait upon them, and to ferve then: at 
table. It may he cifily fuppofed that tlie queexps- 
little mute waited upon Zadig. They were 
rheji leu to thcmfelves, to enjoy the ivveets of 
vepofe till next moininy, at which time the 
conqueror v.as to bring his device to the grand 
magi, to compare it with that which he bad 
left, a’.d nnake iiinnel.- known. 

Zadig, tlicugh dct'j ly in love, ’'wa’S.fo much 
fatigued that he could not help ileeping, Ito*' 

;bad>, 
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: lay ne:ir him, neve 

:r dafird his eyes* 

He cro!b 

in the night j entv-r 

ed his apartment j 

tred: the 

vyhlic arms end the 

device of Zadig5 

and put 

bis green ann^ui in their place. At 

b:'e,?k. of 

day, he, weiU bon 

:ly to the grand 

rnttgi, to 

declare thu. fr- 

i a man as he was- 

cone uurr;! 

a This war I; ' -c cr, 

however. 

hev/as pv: 

orlaimed, r'h h- Zaf 

H v.u;s frilH^cepd 

AP" " f 

uipriiHl and filed 

with defnnir, re- 

lO 

.h;d?vlvn. 'He,- aan 

al ‘itheatre was al- 

moil c:rp'' 

■t,, -d-en Zu dy ,1 

vc’ke: he fought 

H: h!.' 

e;' ; but could find n 

•op.e but the green 

. k. < Hr 

\‘Vu.u tnis he wzs 

obliged to cover 


iav';-,; nothing die 

near him. Aflo- 


!v’ 'i -cd, he put it on in a furious 


, id ■ e- ;nccd in this 

equipage. 

I'he }■ 

'I'dl remained in the amphi- 

thcat!-.*: 

the circus, received him with hoots 


ani'l They iunounded him, and in fu. I ted 

hin^ .. : irl< fi’cc. Kuver did man futicr fuch 
-iiVM-iificauons, He loll his patience; with 
hii:; ‘iilrt; he diipeffed fuc:h of the populace as. 
dajx-d t.o u€':ont: ;»but he not what courfe 

to take. He could not^fee the queen; he could 
not reclaim the white armour flie had fent him, 
Vvdihout expofing her; and thus, while fhe was 
plunged in grief, he was filled with fury and 
diffraction* He walked on the banks of the 
Euphrates, folly perfuaded that his ftar had 
deftined him to inevitable mifery, and revolving 
in his mind all his misfortunes, from the adven- 
ture of the woman who hated one-eyed men, 
£0 that of his armour. l"his (faid he) is the 
confequcncq»of my having Hept too long. Had 
I ilept IcfSj, Ifliould now have been king of Ba- 
' bylon. 
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byloHs and in poflelEon of Aftarte, Knovv“- 
ledge, virtue, ?ind courage, have hitherto fcrvevd 
only to make me mi^erabIe.’^ He then let fall 
Icane fecret murmurings againfl: providence, 
and was tempted to believe that the world was 
governed by a cruel deftlny, which opprefled 
the good, and prou'crcd knights in green ar- 
mour, One of his grcateft mortifications was 
It is being obliged to wear that green armour 
which had cx poled him to fuch contumelious 
tjcatment. A merchant happening to pais by.^ 
he fold it to him for a trifie, and bought a gown 
and a long bonnet. In this garb, he proceeded 
along the banks of the Euphrates, filled with 
derpair, and fecretly accufingprovidencc, wdiicb 
thus continued to pcriecute him v/ith unrenut“» 
ling feverity. 
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he was thus fauntering, he met 
' ^ a hermit, whofe white and venerable 
beard hung down to his girdle. He held a book 
in his hand, winch he read v/ith great attention^ 
Zadig fiopt, and made him a profound obci^ 
fance. The hermit returned the compliment 
with fiich a noble and t^ngaging air, that Zadig 
had the curlonty to enter inro converfation 
wfith him. He a'fked him what book it was that 
he had been reading? “ It is the book of def- 
tinies, (laid the hermit ;) wouldft t'hou choofe 
to look into it?’' He put the book into the 

, hands 
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hrinfls oF Zadig, who, tliorortglily verfed ns he 
was in fcveral langungcs, could not decypher a 
iiiigic charachT of it. I'his only reJcuSied his 
curi'dhy. 'Fhou feemeft (laid this gocd fa- 
ther) CO be in great diftreis.’" Alas! ( replied 
Za<l;g) I have but too much reafo'n*’’ If thou 
wilt permit me to accompany thee, (rcrusTicd 
the old man) perhaps I , may be of fome iervice 
to tree. I have often poured the bairn of cor:- 
ihhuivUi into the bleeding heart of tho un- 
happy.” 2';n;:g felt Limle-f infpired with re- 
ipeet ibr the :ii;\ the beard, and the lock of 
tlte iierrait. He found, in the courfe of the 
coiiverfhtion, that he was pcficrfci of faperior 
degrees of knowledge. The hermit talked or 
hue, of jurdcc, of morals, of the chief good, of 
humun wealenefsj and of virtue and vice, with 
ii.;ch a fpirited and moving eloquence, that Za- 
dip; leit hinifelf drawn toward him by an irre- 
fiifibic charm. He earneftly entreated the fa- 
vour of his Compaq till their return to Baby- 
lon. I afk the fame favour of thee, (hiid the 
old man;) fwear to ''by Oromazes, that 
whatever I do thou wait not leave me for ibmc 
daysf^ Zadig fwore, and they let out toge* 
ther. 

In the evening, the two travellers arrived at 
a fuperb ciiiile. The hermit entreated a hof]3i- 
table reception for himfelf and the young man 
who accompanied him. The porter, ^vhom 
one might have eafily miifaken for a great lord, 
introduced them wdth a kind of difdaiiiful civi- 
lity. He prefented them to a principal domef- 
tic, who fh^ved them his mafteFs magnificent 
apartaicnis.,.^ They vvcrc admitted to the lower 
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end of the table, without being honoured with 
the leaft mark of regard by the lord of the 
caftle j but they were feiTed like the refij with 
delicacy and profufion. They wcrs tlieji pre- 
fcnted with water to wafh their hands, in a 
golden ba;bn adorned with emeralds and rubies. 
At Lift they were conducted to bed in a beauti- 
ful apartment 5 and, in the morning, a domcnic 
brought each of them a piece of gold, alter 
which they took their leave and departed. 

The mafter of the houie /'ibid Zadir, as 
they were proceeding on the journey) appears 
to be a generous man, tlioughs lb me whet too 
proud : he nobly performs the duties of hofpi- 
talityd’ At thatinfiant he obferved, that a kind 
of large packet which the hermit had, was 
filled and diftended 5 and upon looking more 
narrowly, he found that it contained the golden 
bafon adorned with precious ftones, which the 
hermit had ftolen. He durft not then take, any 
notice of itj but he was filled with a flrange 
furprize. ^ 

About noon, the b^rrinit canfe to the door of 
a paultry houfe, inhabited by a rich mifer j and 
begged the favour of an hofpitable reception 
for a few hours. An old fervant, in a tattered 
garb, received them wdth a blunt and rude air, 
and led them into the liable, where he gave 
them fome rotten olives, mouldy bread, and 
four beer. The hermit eat and drank with as 
much feeming fatisfablion as he had done the 
evening before : and then addreifing himfelf to 
the old fervant, who watched them both, to 
prevent their Healing any thing, lind rudely 
preffed them to depart, he gave^him the two. 

" pieces 



pieces of gold he had received In the morning, 
and thanked him for his great civility. Pray, 
(added he) allow me to fpeak to thy mafter?^ 
The fervant, filled with aftonifiiments intro- 
duced the two travellers, Magnificent lord! 
(faid the hermit) I cannot but return thee my 
moft humble thanks for the noble manner hi 
xvhich thou haft entertained us. Be pleafed to 
accept of this golden bafon, as a fmali mark 
of my gratitude/’ The mifer ftarted, and was 
ready to fall backwards ; but the hermit, with- 
out giving him time to recover from his fur- 
prizc, hutrmtly departed with his young fellow- 
traveller. Father, (faid Zadig) what is the 
meaning of all this ? thou feemeft to me to be 
ciuirely different from other men; thouftealeft: 
a golden bafon adorned with precious ftones, 
frmn a lord who received thee magnificently, 
and giveft it to a mifer who treats thee with 
inclignity.”' Son, (replied the old man) this 
magnificent lord, who receives ftrangers only 
from vanity and oftSntation, will hereby be ren- 
dered more wife f and^thJ mifer will learn to 
pradfife the duties of holpitality. Be furprifed 
at nothing ; but follow me.” knew not 

as yet, v/hether he was in company with the 
moil: foolifh or the moft prudent of mankind; 
but the hermit Ipoke with fuch an afceiidancy, 
that Zadig, who was moreover bound by his 
oath, could not refufe to follow him. 

In the evening, they arrived at a hoiife built 
witii equal elegance and fimplicity, where no- 
tiling favoured either of prodigrdity or avarice. 
The maftcT c^' it was a philolbpher, who had 
reared from the w^orld ; and who cultivated, in 
, , peace 
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peace the ftudy of virtue and wifdoni, without 
any of that rigid and morofe fevericy? fo com- 
monl 7 to be found in men of his character. He 
had chofen to build this country^houfe^ in which 
he received Grangers with a generofity free 
from oftentation, lie went h-imfelf to meet the 
two travellers^ w'horn he led into a commodious 
apartment, where he defired them to repofs 
tbemfelves a little. Soon after he came and in- 
vited them to a decent and well ordered repaft, 
during ’which he fpoke with great judgment of 
the laft revolutions in Babylon. He fcemed to 
be ftrongly attached to the queen j and wifiied 
that Zadig had appeared in the lifts to difpute 
the crown: But the people (added he\ do 

Dot dderve to have fuch a king as Zadig/^ 
Zadig blulhed, and felt his griefs redoubled. 
They agreed, in the courfe of the converfluion, 
that the things of this world did not always 
smfwer the vrifiies of the wif:. The hermit 
ftill maintained that the ways of providence 
were in feru table ; and thet men were in the 
wrong to judge of a. whole, of which they un- 
derftood but the fmalleTc part. 

They talked of the paftions : Ah ■ (faid 

Zadig) how fatal are their effedis !” They 
are the winds (replied the hermit) that fvyell 
the fails of the fhip; it is true they fometimes 
fink her; but without them ftie could not fail 
at all. The bile makes us fick and cholerick; 
but without the bile could not live. Every 
thing in this world is dangerous ; and yet every 
thing is neceiTary.'* 

The converfation turned on ple^qfure; and the 
hermit proved that it w^as a prefent beftowed by 

. r ■ , the 



The HERMIT-, 21,5 

ihe deity : For (faul he) man cannot give 

himfelf either fcRfations or ideas : he receives 
all ; and pain and pleafure proceed from a fo« 
reign caufcj as well as his being.’* 

Zadig ivas ilirprifed to fee a man, who had 
been guilty offach CAlravagant actions, capable 
of rcaibning with fo much judgment and pro« 
pricty. Atlaft, after aeon verfation equally enter- 
taining and inlbrudtivc, the holt led back Iris 
two guefts to their apartment, bleiling heavea 
feVi' luiving Tent him two men pofiefled of fo 
much wiiUom and virtue. He oftcred them mo- 
nev, with fuch an cafy and noble air as could 
not pt>flibiy give any offence. The hermit re-* 
fufed it, and faid that he muft now take his 
leave of him, as he propofed to fet out for Ba- 
bylon before it was light Their parting was 
tender i Zaciig, cr[)ecially9 felt himfelf filled 
%vith efteem and aftetffion for a man of fuch an 
am inbie ch aracler. 

W'hen be and the hermit were alone in their 
apart m'.'r.t, they fp^nt a long time in praifing 
their hoft. Atbroal^of day, tlie old man awaken’d 
bis companion. ‘‘ vVifmuit now depart, (faid 
he j) hilt, while all the family are ffdl alleep, 
1 will leave this man a mark of my efleem and 
nfrection.” So faying, he took a candle and let 
fire to the houfe. Zadig, ffruck with horror, 
cried aloud, and endeavoured to hinder him 
from committing fuch a barbarous adtion ; but 
the hermit drew him away by a fuperior force ; 
:ind the houfe v/as foon in flames. The her- 
mit, who, with his companion, was already at 
a conii JerablQidiffance, looked back to the con- 
ffagratioti wn*th great tranquillity, “ ThankvS 
le to God,^(faid he) the houfe of my dear hoft 
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is entirely deftroyed ! Happy man !” At thefc 
words Zadig was at once tempted to burft out 
a-laughing, to reproach the reverend father, to 
beat him, and to run away. But he did none 
of .all thefe ; for, flill fubducd by the powerful 
afcendancy of the hermit, he fo].lowed him, in 
fpite of himfelf, to the next ftage. 

This was at the houfe of a charitable and 
virtuous widow, who had a nephew fourteen 
years of age, a handfome and promifing youth, 
and her only hope. She performed the honours 
of her houfe as well as ihe could. Next day, 
fhe ordered her nephew to accompany the 
Grangers to a bridge, which being lately broken 
down, was become extremely dangerous in 
palling. The young man v/alkcd before them 
with great alacrity. As they were croiling the 
bridge, Come, (faid the hermit to the youth) 
I muft fhew my gratitude to thy aunt/’ He 
then took him by the hair, and plunged him 
into the riyer. The boy funk, appeared again 
on the furface of the waterj’ and was fwallowed 
up by the current. O .fhoniler ! ‘ O thou 
moft wicked of mankinaT’ cried Zadig. Thou 
promiledil to behave with greater patience, 
(faid the hermit, interrupting him.) Know, 
that under the ruins of that houfe which provi^ 
dence hath fetonnre, the mafter hath found an 
immenfe treafure : know, that this young man, 
whole life providence hath fliorcened, would 
have alTailinated his aunt in the fpace of a year, 
and thee in that of two.” Who told thee 
fo, barbarian? (cried Zadig;) and though thou 
hadif read this event in thy booh or delHnies, 
art thou permittee] to drovvn a youth who never 
■did thee any harm ?” r 


While 
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While the Babylonian wae thus exclaimingji 
he obferved that the oM man had no longer a 
beard; and th at his countenance affumed the fea- 
tures and complexion of youth* The hermit's 
habit difappeared ; and four beautiful wings co- 
vered a majeftic body relplendent v/irh light* 

O Tent of heaven ! O divine angel ! (cried 
Zadig, humbly proftrating himfelf on the 
ground) haft thou then defcended from the Em- 
pyrearij to teach a y/eak mortal to fubmit to 
the eternal decrees of providence Men, 
(faid the angel Jefrad) judge of all, withaui: 
knowing any thing; and, of all men, thou beft 
deferveit to be enlightened.’’ Zadig begged to 
be permitted tofpeak: I diftruft myfeif, (fakl 
he) but may I prefume to a(k the favour of 
thee to clear up one doubt that ftlll remains in 
my mind ; would it not have been better ro 
have correfled this youth, and r?v\dc him vir- 
tuous, than to have dro^’-r eJ him f Had he 
been virtuous, (replied Jeftad] and enjoyed a 
longer life, it W’oulc? have been his fate to be 
aflailinated himfelf* together with the v/ife he 
would have married, and the child he would 
have had by her,” But why (faid Zadig) 1 $ 
it neceffary that there fliould be crimes and mif- 
fortunes, and that thefe misfortunes fhould fail 
on the good The wicked (replied Jefrad) 
are always unhappy : they ferve to prove and 
try the fmali number of the juft that are Scat- 
tered through the earth ; and there is no evil 
that is not productive of fome good,” But, 
(faid Zadig) fuppofe there were nothing but 
good, and no"^vil at ali.’’ Then (replied 
Jefrad) this earth would be another earth ; the 
chain of evmts would be ranged in another 
L order/ 
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order, a:iici direSedby wifdom ; but this otRer 
order, which would be perfeil, can cxift only 
in the eternal abode of the Supreme Being, to 
which no evil can approach. The Deity hath 
created millions of worlds, among which there 
IS not one that refembles another. This im- 
menfe variety is the eiFeft of his immenfe power. 
There are not two leaves among the trep of 
the earth, nor two globes ni the unlimited 
expanfe of heaven, that are exaclly fimilar 5 and 
ail that thou feefl: on the little atom in which 
thou art born, ought to be in its proper time 
and place, according to the immutable decrees 
of him who comprehends ail* Men think that 
this child who ha^thjull: periflied, is fallen into 
the water by chance ; and that it is by the fame 
chance that this houfe is burnt : but there is 
no fuch thing as chance ; all is either a trialj 
or a punifliment, or a reward, or a forefight* 
Remember the fifherman, who thought him- 
felf mofl wretched of mankind. Oromazes 
fent thee to change his fat^r. Ceafe then, frail 
mortal, to difpute againftnvhat thou oughteft 

to adore.” But,” ffaid Zadig) As 

he pronounced the word “ But,” the angel 
took .his Right towards the tenth fphere. Zadig 
on his knees adored providence, and fiibmitted. 
The angel cried to him from on high, Direct, 
thy courfe towards Babylon*” 
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Z ADIGj entranced sis it were^ and like a 
man about whoie head the thunder had 
bnrftj walked at random. • He entered Babylon 
on t-'se very day when thofe v/ho I'.ad fought <\t 
the tournaments were ailemblcd in the grand 
veftibuie of the palace^ to explain the aen igmai^, 
and to anhver the qucilions of the grand magi. 
All the kixiglits were already arrived, except the 
knight in green avniour. As (bun as Zadig ap- 
peared In tl'.e dtv^ the penpie crouded around 
him. Every eye was uxed on hiin ; every 
mouth blciTe.l lum ; and every heart wiftied 
him ihe e?vipire. The envious man fav/ him 
pai's ; he frowae-.l and turned afidc. The people 
conduced him to the place where the aflcrnbly 
xvzs livid. 'Fhe queen, tvho was hifornied of 
lu's arrival^ became a prey to the rnuil violent 
agltatioriS of hope sxnd fear. She was tilled with 
anxiety and apprcllKutllonv She could not com- 
prehend ivhy Zf.dig was without arms, nor 
wdiy itobad wore the^white armour. A con- 
fufed itiurniur arofe at the feht of Zadig. They 
W'ere equally furprlfed and charmed to fee him ; 
but none but the knights tvho had fought w^ere 
permicted to appear in the aficaibly. 

1 have fought as well as the other knights^ 
(laid ZligI..; but another here wears my arms 
and while 1 wait for the hvonour of proving the, 
truth of my affertion, I demand the liberty 
prefenting myfelf to explain the renigmas/^ 
'llie queii'iom was put to the vote ; and his re-* 
putvatlon for probity tvas itill fo deeply iniprefled 
' ' -e.* — IHt 
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in theirminds, that they admitted himwitlmt 

was, “ What, ti^e fwifteft and 
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the other renigmas with the iamc facility. Ito** 
bad always ibid that nothing was more eafVjp 
and that he could have anfwered them, with tlW 
fiime reaJinefs, .had he choferx to have given 
hi!,rTire!f the trouble. Queiiions were rhea pro- 
pofed on jufticcj on the fovereign good, and 
on the art of government* Zadig's anfvvers 
were judged to be the moit folid. WTar a 
pity is it, {faid tlsey) that llich a great gcniuss 
fiiould he (bbad a knight ['* 

.Elluih'ioas iorJr, (faiJ Zadig) I have had 
the honour of conquering in the toarnaments. 
It is to me that the white armour belongs. Lord 
Itobad took pofTeihon of it during my fleep.^ 
ile probably tfioughtthat it would fit him bet-* 
ter than the green, I aiu novi- ready to prove 
m your prefence, with my gown and fworclj^ 
againft all that beautiful white armour which he 
Cook fiom me, that it is I who have had the 
honour of conquering the brave Otamiis/* 

Itobad accepted t^e challenge with thegreateft 
confidence. He r^ver doubted, but that, armed 
as he was, w^ith a helmiSt, s cuirafs, and braffartSjj. 
he would obtain an eafy victory over a cham^ 
pion in a cap and Bight-gowm Zadig drew 
his fword, faluting the queen, who looked at 
him wdth a mixture of fear and joy* Itobad 
.drew his, without faluting any one. He rufhed 
upon Zadig, like a man who had nothing to 
fear. He was ready to cleave him in two. Za- 
dig knew' how'- to ward off his blows, by op* 
pofing the ftrongeft part of his fword to the 
weakeft of {bat of his adverfary, in fuch a 
manner that Itobad's fword Vas broken. Upon 
which 2adjg, feizing his enemy by the waiff; 

jL 3 threw 
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threw him on the ground ; and hxing tr^e polrit 
of his iword at the exiremi/y of his brciift-nlue j 
Suffer thyfelf to be difirmcd^ (ihid he) or 
thou art a dead man.” Itcbad^ always fur- 
prifed at the diigmees that happened to fuch a 
man as he, was obliged to yield who 

took fi'oni him ivilh great conipofure Ins mag- 
jiiiicent helmet, his fuperb cuirafs, his fine 
hrafiarts^ his iliining cuifhes^ cloathed hirnielf 
W'itb them ; mid in this drefs Vaii to throw hini- 
fclf at the feet of Afbrtc. Cador eafily proved 
that the armour belonged to Zadig. He was 
acknowledged king by the unanimous conient 
of the whole nation, and erpecially by tlvat of 
Aifartc, who, after fo many calamities, now 
tafted the cxuuiiite pleafure of ieeiiig her lover 
wenthy, ia the eyes of all the world, to be her 
hufDands Itobnd went !*ornc to be called Lc^rd 
in his cw'n houfe, Zadig was king, and w^as 
happy* He recoIIeScd what the angel Jefi'ad 
.had faid to him. He even remembered the grain 
of fand that became a diamend. The queen 
and Zadig adored providence* He left the ca-r 
pricious beauty, Miffouf, to run through the 
world. He fent in fearch of the robber, Arbo* 
gad, to wdiom he gave an honourable poft la 
his army, promifing to advance him to the fir ft 
dignities, if he behaved like a true warrior | and 
threatening to hang him, if he followed the 
profefiion of a robber. 

Setoc, with the fair Almona, was called from 
the heart of Arabia, and placed at the head of 
the commerce of Babylon. Ca^pr was pre- 
ferred, and diftinguiflied according to his great 
fcrvices* He was the friend of the^kfngi and 
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im king was then the only monarch on ea3:th 
that bad a friend, l^hc little mute was not 
forgotten. A fine houfe \vas given to the fifhcr- 
inan 5 and Orenn was condemned to pay him a 
large ULHi of moneys to reftorc him his 
wife ; blit the fifaerman-s who was now become 
wim. took only the money, 

Buts neither could the beaunful Semira be 
comfin'icd, lor is’-iving believed ilint Zadig 
■would be blind of an eye ; nor did Asora ceale 
to hmeiu her having attempted to cut oft his 
aole : their uriefi.; however^ he fid ten cd by his 
[vvHUnt?, ihio man died of rage and 

;h.n;;e, ' if'. c empire Cidoyed penccs glory, and 

'Tifis was the happicit ru-e of the 
I. governed by love and juflice. The 

people bU'ilal ZaJij, and Zadig bk-fied heaven* 
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Tlie WORLD as it Goes, 
The Vision of BABOUC*. 


Written hy himfelf. 


A mong the genii, who prcuje overtime 
empires of the earth, Ithuricl held one 
of the firil' ranks, and iiad the depo.it- 
nicnt of Upper AfuL He one morni,ng dc- 
feended into the gbode of Eabouc, the Scy- 
thian, who dvveit on tlie banks of the Oxusuj 
and fuid to him j 'Babouc, the follies and 
:^/ices of die Perfians have drawn upon them our 
indignation j ycflerday was held an afTembly of 
the genii of .Upper Alia, to confider whether 
we ihouid chailife Perfepolis, or detlroy it en- 
.tirely. Go to that city ; examine every thing; 
return and give me a faithful account ; and, ac- 
cording to thy report, I will then determine 
whether to correci: or extirpate the inhabi- 
tants,’’’ But, lord, (ibid Eaboiic with great 
humility) I |jave never been in Pcriia, iior do I 


This ^)pear3 to be a fatir-e on the city of Prais, 
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know a fiiigle perfon in that country.'’ So 
much the better, (faid the angel) thou will: be 
the more impartial ; thou haft received from 
heaven the fpirit of difeernment, to which I 
now add the potver of Infplring confidence. Go, 
fee, hear, obferve, and fear nothing; thou 
ihalt evciy where meet with a favourable re- 
ception^” 

Babouc mounted his camel, and fet out with 
his fervants. After baying travelled fome days, 
he met, near the plains of Senaar, the Perfian 
army, which was going to attack the forces of 
India. He firft addreiied himfeif to., a ibldier, 
wdiom he found at a tliftance from the main 
army ; and aflced him what was the occafion of 
the war. By all the gods, (faid the foldier)! 
know nothing of the matter. It is none of my 
bufmefs ; my trade is to kill and be killed, to get 
a livelihood. It is of no confequence to me 
whom I ferve. To-morrow, perhaps, I may go 
over to the Indian camp ; for it is faid they 
give tl^eir loldiers nearly half a copper drachma 
a day more than we have in mis curfeci fervics 
of Pcrfia : if thou defireit to know why we 
fight, fpeak to my captain/’ 

Babouc, having given the ioldier a fmall p.re- 
fent, ' entered the camp. He foon became ac- 
quainted wiih the captain, and afkcd him the 
fubjc'Ci of the war. How canft thou imagine 
■ that 1 ihoulu know it? (faid the captain) or of 
what importance is it to me ? I live about two 
hundred leagues from Perftpciis ; I hear that 
war is dv'cLucd ; I inftantly leave my family, 
and, having nothing clfe to do, “go, according 
to our cuftem, to raife rny fortune, or to fall by 
d glorious dcath/^ But are not ‘^by eompa- 
4 mom 
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mom (kid Babouc) alittle better informed than 
thee No^ (faid the officer) there are none 
but our principal fatrapes, that know the true 
caufe of our cutting one another’s throats/^ 
Babouc, ftruck with aftoniflimentj introduced 
him fclf to the generals ^ and foon became fa- 
niiiiarly acquainted with them. At hiii one of 
thern iaid ; The caufc of this wavj. which 
for twenty years pair hath deibhred Afia, fprang 
originally irom a quarrel between a eunuch be- 
longing to one of the concubines of the great 
king of Pcrfia, and the clerk of a fadfory be- 
longij'ig to the great king of India, 7'he dif- 
putc 'was about aclaiir., which amounted nearly 
t^^ the thirtieth part of a daric. Our firfi mi- 
nlftcr ar-.d tlir 4 t of India maintained ihe rights 
of their maflers with becoming dignity : the 
difpatc grew warm : both parties fent into the 
field an army of a million of Ibldiers. This 
army muft be every year recruited wdth up- 
wards of four hiDidred thoufand men. Maf- 
facres, burning eff houfes, ruin and dcvaflation.> 
are daily rrLiIibf^ied 5 the univerfe fufters; and 
their matual animoilty fiill continues. The firft 
miniibers of the two nations frequently proteff, 
that they have nothing in view but the happi« 
neih of mankind ; and every proteftation is at- 
tended v/ith the deftruction of a town, or tht 
dijbjauon of a province'^. 

r.ext d?-y, on a report being ipread that peace; 
was going to be concluded, the Perfian and 
Indian generals made haile to cornc to an en- 
gagement. The vbattlc was long and bloody* 



Sucii indeed are the trifting caufes, which ©ften produce 
horror, miferyj and devaftatiorv. 

L6 Ba^ 
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Babouc beheld every crmie, and every abomi-*' 
nation: he was witnefs to the arts and ftrata- 
^ems of the principal fatrapes^, who did all that 
lay in their power to expofe their general to 
the difgrace of a defeat* He faw officers killed 
by their own troops, and foldiers ftabbing their 
already expiring comrades, in order to ftrip 
them of a few bloody garments, torn and co- 
vered with dirt. He entered the hofpitals, to 
which they were conveying the wounded^ moll 
of whom died through the inhuman negligence 
of thofc who were well paid by the king of 
Perfia to affift thefe unhappy men. Arc thefe 
men, (cried Babouc) or are they wild beafis ? 
Ah ! I plainly fee that Perfepolis will be de*^ 
ilroyed,’* 

Full of this thought, he went over to the 
camp of the Indians, where, according to the 
prediSiorc of the genii, he was as well received 
as ill that of the Fernans 3 but he faw there 
the very fame crimes which had already filled 
him with horror. Oh ! (&id he to himfeif) 
if the angel Itiiuriel ilioidd exterminate the 
Ferfians, the angel of Inaia muft certainly de- 
ftrey the Indians/'^ But being afterwards more 
particularly informed of all that pafied in both 
armies, he iicard of fuch acts of generoiity, hu- 
•inanity, and greatnels of foul, as at once fur- 
prifed and charmed him : Unaccountable 

mortals ! as ye are, (cried he) how can you 
-thus unite fo much bafenefs aiid fo much gran- 
deur, fv> many viriue-s and fo many vices 

Mean while the peace was proclaimed 5 and 
the generals of the two armies, ^ neither of 
whom had gained a complete vidtory, but who, 
■ioc* their own private huereft^ had-fhed the 

-blood 
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biooJ of fo niany of tbcir fellovy-creaturcsa^ 
went to foi licit their courts for rewards. The 
peace whs celebrated in publick writings^ which 
announced the return of virtue and happinefs 
to the earth* God be praifed, ('hid Babouc) 
Perfepolis will now be the abode of fpotlcfs in- 
nocciiccj and will not bedeftroyed, as the cruel 
genii intended. Let us haft-e^ without dclay^ 
10 this capital of Afmd^ 

,# # # # ' 

He entered that itnmenfe city by the ancient 
gate, which was entirely baibarous, and of- 
iended the eye by its difagreeable xuHichy, Ali 
that part of the town favoured of tlic time when 
it was bulk 5 for, jiotwitbilanding the obfti- 
nney ofmen^^ in praifing ancient at the expcnce 
of modern tiroesj it mufr be owned, that the 
iirft eilays in every art are rude and unfinifhcub 

Baboiic mingled in a croud of people, com- 
pofed of the moit nsiry and deformed of both 
fexesj who wcTe tll^;onging with a ftunid air 
into a large and gloomy inclofure. By tho 
conflant hums by the ge&uresofthe people; by 
the money which fome perfons gave to others 
for the liberty of fitting down, he imagined 
that he w^as in a market, where chairs were 
fold ; but obferving feveral women fall dov/n on 
.their knees, with an appearance of looking di^ 
redtiy before them, while in reality they w^erc 
.jeering at the men by their ficles, he was foon 
.convinced that he 'was in a temple. Shrill, 
hoarfe, fav^*ge, and difeordant voices, made 
the vault re-eccho with ill -articulated foundi"^ 
ithiit prDdi[.ced tlie fame effect as the braying of 
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affes, when, in the plains of Pi£i:ayla, they an-* 
fwer the cornet that calls them together* 
' He flopped his ears ; but he was ready to 
fiiut his eyes and hold his nofe, when he 
faw'" fe\''era! labourers enter the temple with 
crows and fpades, who removed a large ftone, 
and threw up the earth on both fides, from 
whence exhaled a peftllential vapour: at lad 
fome others approached, depofited a dead body, 
in the opening, and replaced the fto-ne uponiL 
What! (cried Babouc) do thefe people bury 
their dead in the place wdiere they adore the 
Deity ? What ! are their temples" paved with 
carcafles ? I am no longer furprifed at'thofe 
peftilentiai difeafes^ that frequently depopulate 
Perfepolis. The putrefaffron of the dead, and 
the infected breaths of fuch numbers of the 
living, aflcmbled and crowded together in the 
fame place, are fiifScient to poifon the whole 
terreftrial globe. Ohl 'what an abominable 
city is Perfepolis ! The angels probably intend 
to deftroy it, in order to builS a more beauti- 
ful one in its place, and to people it with Inha- 
bitants who are more virtuous, and better 
fingers. Providence may have its reafons for 
fo doing j to its difpofal let us leave all future 
events.’’ 


* Indeed one would imagine that the "Huropean churches, 
erpecially in this kingdom, had been conniv-d in order to 
dirguil the people, and deter them from public worship. The 
chilling dampnefs which reigns in every church, efpccisily 
in the winter, is not more pcrniciou.s to the h.vallh, than tl'.e 
earthy, cadaverous fmell is to tiie fenfe j ihe eye is en- 
tertained with 3 variety of funereal epitaphs and ernamentS;, 
which cannot fail to excite fuperftitious horror, in minds na- 
turally fufceptible of gloomy iniprefTians., 

Mean 
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Ivicnn v/bile the fun approriched his meridian 
height. BaboiiC was fo dine at the ether eiuJ 
of the city with a lady^ fji* whom her hurnantU 
an efiiccr in the army, bad given hi os Ionia 
letters: but he tirft took ibveral turns iii Perfe- 
poiis : where he law ether tempics, better buiin 
and more richly adorned, iiiled with a polite 
audience, and rcibunding with harnionious mu- 
iick; he beiud.l puhlick fbuntains, ubich, tho^ 
ili-pli'iccj, ibuck die eye by their beauty; 
fquares whci c the befi: kir.gs that had governed 
I'erlia fevincJ to breatlic in bronze, and others 
where he heard the people crying out; V/hen 
flnui w'e fee our beloved inafter?'* He tidmlrcdl 
the niagyiificcnt bricig;es built over the river; 
the fuperb and conimudious quays; the palaces 
raifctl on both Tides ; and an inimenfe houfe^ 
v/here thoufkuds of old foldiers, covered with 
fears and crovvii^;] with vicb.-iry, citvred their 
daily praifes toathc god of rrniies At 1 ail: bo 
entered the houle oTthekviV:! who, with a let 
of faflrionable people, waited his company to 
dinner. The houie was neat and elegant ; the 
repafl: delicious ; the lady young, beaiitifui, 
Vfitty, and engaging 5 and the ccciprmy w^'orthy 
of her ; and Babouc every niomcnt laid to hiim- 
felf. The angel Ithuriel ba*^ little regard tor 
the w'orld, or he would never think of de- 
ftroylng fuch a charming cityd' 

* Wc perceive our author has an eye to (,hf celebrated 
fountain c.n tffe Pc?:: iSvw/, the Fiact rles Wi£ioi:e.¥, tlic two 
f,ieat bridlges over the Seine* with the /lone quays on each 
isde, tlicpi^ace of tlie Lous’re, and the hofpiuii ior invaii-Js, 

in 
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In the mean time he obierved that the lady^, 
mho had begun by tenderly afking news about 
herhafband j fpoke ftill more tenderly to a young 
itiagi, towards the conclufion of the repait* 
He law a magiftrate, who> in prefence of his 
wife, paid his court with great vivacity to a 
widowj while that indulgent widow had ojfie 
arm around the magiftrate's neck, and held oi|t 
her other hand to a young citizen, remarkable 
for his modeily and graceful appearance. The 
tnagiftrate’s wife rofe firft from table, to go to 
converfe in an adjoining .ciofet with her dire<Sior, 
who came too late, and for whom they had 
waited dinner; and the diredlor, a of 
.great eloquence, fpoke to her with fuch vehe-* 
mence and holy zeal, that when iOhe returned, 
her eyes were humid, her cheeks inflamed, her 
^ait irregular, and her voice trembling. 

Babouc then began to fear that the genii 
Ithuriel had but too much jeaforn The talent 
he poflelTed of gaining confidence let him that 
fame day into all the lecrcts of the lady. She 
confefled to him her aiTcction for the young 
magi, and affured him that in all the houfes in 
Perfepolis, he would meet with much the fame 
behaviour as he had found in hers. Babouc 
-concluded that fuch a focicty could not L-oflibly 
fubfift ; that jealoufy, difeord, a<id :. cnr;cance, 
muft de folate every boufe ; that tears and blood 
muft be daily ihed ; that the liiirranr;;,' rriuli: cer- 
tainly kill the gallants of their wiver^ or be kil- 
led bj thenij and^ in fine, that Ithuriel would 
, - -da 



the Visiojc of B ABOUC. 233 

do well to deftroj-' immediately a city abandoned 
to continual difafters. 

# # . #■ # # # ' . 

Such were the gloomy ideas that poU, eiled his 
mindj when a grave man in a black gown ap- 
peared at the gate, and humbly begged tofoeak 
to the }^oung magidrate. This ftripling, with- 
out rifing or taking the Icaft notice of the old 
gentleman, gave him fome papers, with a 
haughty and carelefs air, and then difmified him- 
Babouc afked who this man was. The miftrefs 
of the houfe lixid to him ia a low voice, He 
is one of the beft advocates in the city, and 
hath ftudied the laws thefe fifty years. The 
other, who. is but twenty-five years of age, 
and has only been a fatrape of the law for two 
days, hath ordered him to m^ke an ex.tra6b of a 
procefs he is going to determine, though he haa 
not as yet examined it*’"* This giddy youth 
afts wifely, faid Babouc, in aiking couniel of 
an old man. But v^.y is not the old man him-- 
feif the judge?'* ** Thou art liirely in jeft, 
faid they j thofe who have grown old in laborious 
and inferior pofts, are never rai fed to places of 
dignity. This young man has a great pofi:, 
faecauie his father is rich ; and the right of dif- 
penfing juftice is purchafed here like a farm.’^ 

O manners! O unhappy city ! cried Baboucj^ 
this is the height of anarchy and confufion* 
Thofe who have thus purchafed the right of 
judging will doubtlefs fell their judgments ; 
nothing do* I fee here but an ahyfs of ini- 
quity/’ 

While Jie was thus expreffing his grief and 
furprizej a young warrior^ who that very day 



:^34 The WORLD as it Goesj 

bad returned from the army, find to him^ 
\.vhy v/ouldft thou not have feats ia the courts 
of jufrice to be nurchafed ? I myish' purchafed 
the right of braving death at the head of two 
thoufand menj, who are under my command : 
it has this year coll' me forty thoufand darks of 
gold to lye on the earth thirty nights fuccellively 
in a red drefs, and atlnltro recciv/e two wounds 
with an arrow, of which I llill feel the Jmart*, 
If I. ruin myielf to ferve the emperor ofFerik, 
whom I never f:iw, the fatrape of the law may 
vrell pay fomething for enjoying the pleaiure 
of giving audience to pleaders/’ Babouc was 
tilled with indignation, and could not help con- 
demning a country, where the higheft polls iji 
the army and the law were expofed to fale. He 
at once concluded, that the inhabitants mull be 
entirely ignorant of the art of war, and the 
laws of equity 5 and that, though Ithurkl ihouhi 
not dcflruy them, they muft ibon be ruined by 
their detcllabie admiiiiflration. 

He was ftill further confirr^jed in his bad opi« 
nion by the arrival of a Jat rSian, who, aiter 
felutiiig all the company with great familiarityj 
went up to the young officer, and faid, I can 
only lend thee fifty thoufand daricsofgold j for in- 
deedthe taxes of the empire have this yearbrought 
me in but three hundred thoufand/’ Babouc 
enquired into the charadler of this man, who 
complained of having gained fo littk, and was 
informed, that* in Peifepolis there v/ere forty 
plebeian kings, who held the empire of Perfta 
by leafe, and paid a fmall tribute to the monarch'^'. 

' * Thefe are the farmers-generai of Francs, who are fuf- 
fsred to atnSfs vaft fortunes by fleecing the people, in con- 
fidoration of fuppiying the governments 

, After 
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After thinker he went into one of the* rnoft 
uiperb in die ehv. nnci fbiUed iiindblf 

Hmidft ri crowd of f-nen ;i;: i womens v/ho were 
come ddti’cr to uwev rln' time# A miigl 
iippearcd in .•machine ch-- ■-.oe ahevo th ^ heads 
tn’ the peep-e, and edhed a long time of vice 
end vii-mev fie ditided into (everal parts wha: 
needed no divilion at all : he proved method!- 
c;dly what ;va^ Anlc'eiUly clear; ai-d he Uiieht 
\'/).irri: every I'ody knew ; he threw hiaiiclf into 
a pai'Hoii with greclc coa-poilire, and went away 
1 wear lags and out of breath. The ■aill'.mbly' 
tren awoke, and imagined they had lee*) jne- 
fent at a veny inirructivc dlfcourfe, Dabonc 
fiid^ man has done his held to tire two 

or three huti ired of his fclknv-citizcns ; bat his 
huention tvas good 5 and tiiere is nothing iii 
this that faould «occa£on the dcflruction of 
Perfepolisd' ^ 

Upon leaving the ffSembly, he was conduced 
to a public entertainment, wdiich was exhibited 
every clay in the year. It was in a kind of great 
ball, at the end of which appeared a palace. 
I'he moft beautiful women in Perfepolis, and 
the moft confiderable fatrapes were ranged in 
order, and formed fo fine a fpeilacle, that Ba™ 
bouc at firft believed that this w’as all the enter- 
tainment, Two or three pcrlons, who feemed 
to be kings and queens, £oon appeared in the 
vefiibi!le...ofj:hc palace. Their langiiage wa9 
very different from that of the people ; it was 
meafured, harmonious, and iublime. No body 
ilept. 'I'ife audience kept a profound filcnces 
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which was only interrupted by expreiHons of 
fenfibility and admiration. The duty of kingSj^ 
the love of virtue, and the dangers arifing from 
unbridled paiiions were all defcribed by fuch 
lively and afiedting ftrokes, that Babouc filed 
tears* He doubted not but that thefe Iierces 
and heroines, thefe kings and queens whom he 
had juft heard, were the preachers of the em- 
pire ; he even purpofed to engage Ithuriel to 
come and hear them; confident that fuch a f[:ec- 
tacle would for ever reconcile him to the city 

As foon as the entertainment was finlfiied, 
he refolved to vifit the principal queen, who 
had recommended fuch pure and nobie morak 
in the palace. He defired to he introduced to 
her-majefty, and was led up a narrow flair- 
cafe to an ill-furniflied apartmentin the fecond 
ftory, where be found a woman in a mean 
drefs, v/ho faid to him with a noble and pathetic 
air, This employment does not afford me a 
fufficient maintenance ; one the princes whom 
thou faweft has got me with cljild ; I fiiall foon 
be brought to bed, I wan>:-money, and without; 
money there is no lying in.” Babouc gave her 
an hundred darks of gold, faying, Had there 
been no other evil in the city but this, Ithuriel 
would have been to blame for being fo much 
offended,” 

From thence he went to fpend the evening 
at the faoufe of a tradefman who dealt in mag- 
nificent trifles. He was condudied thither by a 
man of fenfe, with whom he had contracted an 
acquaintance. He bought whatever pleafed his 
fancy ; and the toyman with great politenefs 


* Here Jig alisidea to theatrical eritertainments. 

foU 
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fold h [in every thing for more than it was worths 
On his return home his friend ihewed him how 
much he had been cheated. Babouc fee down 
the name of the tradefman in his pocket-booky 
m order to point him out to Ithuriel as the ob- 
Jecl' of peculiar vengeance on the day when the 
city £10 aid be puoifhed. A.b he was wridiig^ >: 

he heard fomebody knock at the door : this was 
the toyman himfelf^ who came to reftore him 
his purfe which he had left by miflake on the 
counter. How canif thou, cried Babouc, be 
fo generous and faithful, when thou haft had I 

the affurance to fell me thefe trifles for four | 

UnvcM tiicir value There is not a tradefnian, ^ 

roplied the merchant, of ever fo little note in the 
city, that would not have returned thee thy 
purfe : but whoever fiid that I fold thee thefe 
trifles for four times their value, is greatly mis- 
taken; I fold them for ten times their value ^ 
and this is fo true, that wert thou to fell them 
again in a month hence, thou wouldit not get 
even this tenth plrt. But nothing is more 
juft; ills the vafiabj^ fancies of men that fet 
a value oa thefe baubles : it is this fancy that 
maintains an hundred workmen whom I em- 
ploy : it is this that gives me a fine houfe and 
a hand fome chariot and horfes: it is this, in 
fine, that excites induftry, encourages tafie^ 
promotes circulation, and produces abundance. 

I fell the fame trifles to the neighbouring 
nations at a much higher rate than I have fold 
them to thee, and by thefe means I am ufldul 
to the empire.’^ Babouc, after having reflected 
a moment, chafed the tradefman's name frojiit 
his tablets. 


Babcuc 


TITP^'^ 
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Babouc, not knowing as-yet what to ijiink 
of Perfepolis, rcfolved to vifit the magi and the 

and the other religion, he hoped tn«L^ tne, m 
coniunaion would obtain mercy for , uie re.o.,of 

thet^eopic. According]y,he wentnextmorning 

* t-r!' n G-f rna-i. i be ra'chimanaiue 

confcFed'o !dr.; tbr/he had an Inindred thou- 
°;d crmvns a-vkr for having taken the vow 
af poverty, aud that he enjoyed a very extenfive 
empire in virtue of his vow of humility ; aiici 
v^diich heleft him with an inferior brotner, who 
did him the honours of the place._ _ 

While the brother was fliewmg him the 
mamtiliccnce of this houfe of penitence, a re- 
port was liu-ead abroad, that idiibouc was ccine 
to reform all thefe houles, he immee.audy 
re-e’'ved petitions from each of cnein, tee lub- 
ibnceof which was, “ Preferve iis ana ticicroy 
ail the reft.” On bea^g -^heir apologies ail 
thefe focieties were abiSlurcly neceffary : oh 
he’rin'* '■heir mutual accutations, they ai! de- 
f«ved w'be tfooiifhed. He was _ furprifed to 
pnd '■]■’''', al' the iTiembcrs orthele Ibcicties were 
fo’eaVremely defoo'js of edifying the world, 
that they wi&ed to have it entirely under their 


dominion. , 1 . 

Soon after appeared a little man, tvno was a 
demi-magi, and vyho faid to him, i plainly 
l‘/>g that the work is going to be accomplifhed , 
for Zerduft is returned to earth; and the 
iktle girls prophecy, pinching themfelves before, 
ami whipping themleives behind. ,.,We there- 
fore 
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fore inipiorc thy protection againft the great 
lvi<ria,^_ , ' ' ‘'L'v •‘•'■thour, againft cheroval 

pontjtf, vvr.o reiiufcs at J'ibetr’' “ Yc<- a A 
hint hitnil-in- » 

war tipon nsm, and raifti. •. :r’ “ ]\o 

but he fays^ that man is ti free a Jem. r,nd"-.>-e 
deny k. \Ve ^haye wrote fl-vefai p.unphk-ts 
agan-.il. . tint, wnica tie neeor read ; hardiv iias 
he nenre our name mentioned ; hchathoiv- 
condemned ns in the fame manner as a m;!- 
creers tne trees in his to he 

f:o:n caterpillars.” Baboiic w.is incenfed iiTirh'.’ 
tolly of thcic n;er, y.-ho !vor..m.-.n of wifi 
iloiii 5 <it I*"',!.; intrigues Oi who lr">J re- 
nounced the world 5 a-nd at theambitiop pride 
.mnl avarice of fneh as taught husnility and'a 
Ipy.-ir ; Ironi a!! which he concluded 
! ■ iCui: ici nne gocu rerd'on to deftroy the 


4'i » t= # # 

On his recurs home, he fcn£ for feme new 
toallevKUe his grief, and, border to ex- 
imat-arc hjs^ipirits, invited boie men of letters 
p Line vv'ith him; uben, like v/aip.s attra£ied 
oy a pot of phoney, there came twice as many 
as he had defired, Thcfe parafites were eq ually 
eager to eat and to fpeak ; they praifed tW0 
iorfs ot perkms, the dead and thcmlblves j but 
itoncof iheir concemporarip, except die mailer 
O! me houiv\ ,[r any of them happened to 
drop a fmnrt and vvitcy expreifion, the re.(t cafi 
down their^7es, and bit their lips, out of mere 
vexation that it had not been faid by tlicmkives 
TJiey haj kih diiEaiuIation than the magi, be- 
came 


-nr'w 11“- 
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caufe they had not fuch grand objeas of am- - 
bition. Each of them behaved at once with all 
the meannefs of a valet, and ail the dignity oi 
a great man. They faid to each other s *ace 
the moft infulting things, which tney took for 
ftrokes of wit*. They had fomeknowl^ge of 
the defign of'Babouc’s "commiflion. One of 
them entreated him in a low voice to exjrpaLC 
an author who had not praiied him fufficiently, 
about five years before j another requefteo tne 
ruin of a citizen who had never laughed at his 
■comedies; and a third demanded the deftruc- 

tion of the academy, becaufe he h^ not been 

able to get admitted into it- T"® . 
being ended, each of them departed by himleit; 
for in the whole crowd there were not two 
men that could endure the company or conver- 
fation of each other, except at tne houfes of the 
rich, who invited them to their tables. Eabouc 
thought that it would be no great lo/s to the 
public if all thefe vermin wqre deitroyed in the 
general catallrophe. „ 

# # # # # # 


Having now got rid of thefe men of letters, 
he began to read fome new books, where he 
difeovered the true fpirit by which his guefls 
had been aftuated. He obferved with particular 
indignation, thofe fianderous gazettes, thme 
archives of bad tafte, dictated by envy, balenefs^ 
and hunger i thofe ungenerous fatires^ where 


« This is a good memorandum for thofe authors who are 
cor.tinuaUy reviling each orlier in the moft fcandalous 
terms for ihe entertainment of the public, 

thf 
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the vulture is treated with lenit}^ and the dove 
torn in pieces; and thofe dry and infipid ro- 
iTiaiiccs, fiiicd with characters of women to 
whom the author was an utter flrangcr. 

All thete detcftable writings he cornmitteii. 
.to the flames, and went to pais the cvct^/nig in 
walking, la this excuriion he v/as introduced 
to an old man pofiellcd of great learning, who 
luid not conne to ijicreafe the number uf his 
paralites. This man of letters always Tied iio£:i 
crowds; he iiaderflood luim-in natuie; availed. 
bi?niclfofhisknowledge; andi;ripar:cdiittK>i:ica s 
' V/ i t h g r cf at d i i c re t i o n . i > a l > 0 u c t ol d n i n i n o \ 7 n n n: i i 
l;,e wd.'; grieved at what he ha*.! leer; and jcau, 
'Thou haft read very defpioah;-.: 

STvees, laid the man of lettens; liu In al! tii .cs, 
in all countries, and In all kirids oi’ literal ere, 
the bad fvvanxi, and the good are rare. Tnoi.! 
haft received into thy houfe the very dregs of 
pedantry ; for in all profcilons cl)oun'who are 
lead: worthy of appeani)g^ aie always lure to 
prefent therTifclves Aldth the grcactaft inipudciicc* 
The truly wife life siDong thcmielves in re- 
tirement and tranquillity 5 and ’vve have ft 11 1 
.fbnic men and feme books worthy of tiiy at- 
tention,” While he was thus Speaking, they 
were joined by another man of letters ; an:l 
the ennver ration became fo entertaining and 
siiftrumve, fo elevated above vulgar prejudices, 
and fo conformable to vfrtue, rbac Babouc 
acknowledged he had never heard the like. 

'lliefc arc men, ilud he to himfclf, whom 
the angel khuriel will not prefume to touch, 
«jr h.c muft be*a mercilcfs being indeed 

'* not tins a coiripihricnt: which the aut?ior to Mr* 
VoluirCa • 

M Though, 
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Though reconciled to men of letters, he waa 
{till enraged againft the refi' of the nation. 

Thou art a ftranger, fa!d the judicious per- 
fon, who w^as talking to him; abufes prefent 
themfelves to tby tycs in crowds, while the 
good, which lies concealed, and which is ew.m 
fometimcs the refult of thefe very abufes, ef- 
capes thy obfervaticn/' He then learned that 
among men of letters there were fomc who 
were free from envy; and that even among the 
magi themfelves there v/ere fome men of virtue. 
3n fine, he concluded that thefe great bodies, 
vrhich, by their mutual fbccks, feemed to 
threaten their common ruin,* were, at hot- 
tonij very falutsry inlh'tutions ; that each 
ibciety ot magi was a check upon its rivals ; 
ar.d that though thefe rivals might tiilier 
in fbme fpeculative points, they all taught 
the fame morals, inttrntted the people, and 
lived in fuc^cction to the laws, not unlike to 
thofe preceptors who watch over the heir 
of a mmily, wdiile the rnaiier of (he houfe 
watches over them, conyerfed with (everal 
of thefe magi, and found them poilHIcd of 
exalted fouls. ' He like wife i^’arned that 
even among the fools who pretended to 
make war on the great lama, there had been 
fome men of diifinguiflied merit ; and, from 
all thefe. particulars, he conjedtured that 'It 
mights be wdth the manners of Perf(?pclis as 
it Was with the buildings; fome of which 
moved his pity, while others filled Isim Vviih 
admiration. 

m 


He 
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He faid to the man of letters, I plainly fee 
that thefe magi, whom I at hrft imagined to 
be fo dangerous, are, in reality, extremely ufe- 
ful ; cfnectally when a wife governmciit hinder?: 
them from rendering thcmfelves too necelliiry j 
but thou wilt at ieait acknowledge, that your 
3'oung magiftrates, who purchafe the oilicc of a 
judge’ as foon as they can mount a liorie, mufi- 
cliiplav in their tribunals the mofi: ridiculous inr- 
pertinence, and the moif ijiiquitous pervcvf^- 
neii. Jt wmiild doubtlei's be better to giv.e thefo 
places graniitoufly to thoie old civilians wh»> 
have ipent th-tli’ lives in the frudv of the 
I, O'/’ 

'"rhe man of letters replied ; Thou haft 
foen our army before thy arrival at Perfepolis 5, 
thou kiiovveit that our young ofHccrs liyb: 
with great bravery, though they buy their 
-pjofts ; perhaps ihou wik find that our }'ou,ng 
magiflrates do not give wrong decilinns, 
though they purchaib the riglu' of diipeiifing 
juftice/* • 

He led him n^t ^*y to the grand trlbimal, 
where an affair of great irnportaace was to be 
decided. The canfe was known to all the world. 
All the old advocates that fpoke on the fubjecl: 
were wavering and unfettled in their opinions ; 
they quoted an hundred laws, none of which 
Were applicable to the quekiom. I'hey con- 
fid ered the matter in a hundred differenf lights, 
but never in its true point of viev/. The judges 
were more qifick in their deciilon th.-ni the 
advocates in raifmg doubts. They were una- 
nimous in flieir b.-iuiments. They decided 
juftly, bccaule they followed the light of realm? 5 
* M 2 the 
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the others reafoned falfelyj becaufe they only 
ccnflilted their books. 

Babouc conduded that the beft things fre- 
quently arofe from abufes. He faw the fame 
day, that the riches of the receivers of the pub- 
lic revenue, at which he had been fo much of- 
fended, were capable of pi-oducing an excellent 
effedt; for the emperor having occaiion for 
money, he found in an hour by their means 
what he could not have procured in fix months 
by the ordinary methods. He faw that thole 
great clouds, fwdled with the dews of the earth, 
xeftored in plentiful lliowers what they had 
thence derived. Befides, the children of thefe 
jiev/ gentlemen, who were frequently better 
educated than thofe of the mofl: ancient fami- 
lies, were fometimes more ufeful members of 
fociety 5 for he whofe father hath been a good 
accomptant may eafily became a good judge, a 
brave warrior, and an able ftatefman 

c 

^ ^ # '# 


* This Is In the whole a very weak apology. Certain 
it is, nothing tends fo much to the prejudice and difgrac® 
of religion as the difpures and want of charity among the 
thiJgy i and nothing promotes corruption in a judge fo 
much as the pradtice of riflng the bench, by means of bri- 
bery, Nothing weakens military difcipline, and difeourages 
merit, equal to the fcandalous fale of ccmmifR.onb, by 
wliich a worthlefs upftart with money in his pocket raifes 
liimfcif over the head of the brave veteran; and' as for 
ilie method of farming revenues, it can never be of any 
fervice except to a tyrant, who founds ICs power on the 
tr'ifery of his people. 


r 
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Bubouc was JnfeDfibly brought to exciife the 
avarice of the iannei of the revenues, wiso, 
in realily, w'as not more avaricious than other 
rneiK and beiiilcs was extremciy ncceflary. He 
overlooked the foiiy of t;hoie who riiineJ theni'* 
felvcSj ill order to obtain a poft in the law or 
army 5 a folly that produces great niagiiirates 
and heroes. He forgave the envy of inea of 
letters* among whom there were fame thaten* 
lightened, the v^'orlci; and he was reconciled to 
the arnbitioas and intriguing magi, v/ho were 
poiR'lIed of more great virtues than little vices* 
.Out he had fbll many caun:.s of complaint* 
The gallantries of the la-Jies eipocUly* and the 
fi'ital efFccis which thefe mufi necciiarily pro- 
duce, filled him with fear and terror. 

As he was defirom* of prying iiUo the charac- 
ters of men of every condition, lie went to 
wait on a irdijifler of fhtc; but trembled all 
the way, left fame wife flioakl be aflaflinated 
by her hufband in his prefence. Having arrived 
at the ftatefman’s, ?ie was obliged to rernaiu 
two hours in the amber before his name 

was fent in, and two hours more after that was 
done. In this interval, he refolv'ed to recom- 
mend to the angel Iihuriel both the rninifter 
and his infident porters. The anti -chamber 
was filled with ladies of every rank, magi of all 
colours, judges, merchants, oi^cers, and pe- 
dants ; and ail of them complained of the mi- 
nifter. The mifer and the ufurer faid, Doubt- 
lefs this man plunders the provinces.*' The 
capricious reproached him with ficklenefsj the 
voluptuary faidf, He chinks of nothing but 
his plcafures." The factious hoped to fee him 
foon ruined iy a cabal; and the women flat- 
M 3 tcicd 
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fercd themfelves that they fliould icon have a 
y<;ui>gcT milliner. 

Babouc heard their convcrfatioii, and coal'd 
not help faying, “ This is furely a happy man ^ 
he bath all his enemies in his antUchambcr; 
he crufces with his power thofe that envy 
his grandeur 5 he beholds thofe that deceft him 
grovelling at his feet/’' At length he was ad- 
mittetl into the prefence-chanibcr, where he 
jaw a little old man bending under the weight 
oF years and bufincis j but itill lively and full 
f -irlts. 

The iTiiniiler was pleafed with Babouc, and 
to Babouc he appeared to be a man of great 
merit. The converfation became interetting. 
The minifter confeffed that he was very un- 
happy ; that he pafied for rich, while in reality 
he was poor 5 that he was believed to be all- 
powerful, and yet was conftantly contradi<Sed ; 
that he had obliged none but a parcel of un- 
grateful wretches} and that, in the courfe of 
forw years labour, be had hardly enjoyed a mo- ' 
mentis reft. Babouc wfT' nioved with his rnif- 
foitunes ; and thought that if this man had 
been guilty or feme faults, and Ithuriel had a 
mind to punifli him, he ought not to cut him- 
off, but to leave him in pofteflion of his place. 

# # # # # - 5 ^ 

While Babouc was talking to the minrfier, 
the beautiful lady with wdi-* m he had dined, 
entered haftily, her eyes and herTo^'chead dif- 
coi^ering the fymptoms of grief and indignation. 
She burft into reproaches againft the ftatefman ;• 
ftie filed tears} file complained bittCriy that her 

huiband 
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hiuliiinti h:ui been refufed a place to which 
hiii birth allowed him to afpire, and which he 
hid fully merited by his wounds and hia f.-r- 
xice; (lie expreffed herfeif with fuch force iba 
urtcred her coiTiplaii^ts with iuch a graceful air ; 
ihe overthrew with fo much addrelL 

and enforced her ai<;unients with fo much elo- 
quence, that ihe did not leave the chansber 
tiil ilie had made her huiband’s fortune. 

Babouc gave her \m hand, and fa id, Ls it 
poluble, rnaJam, that tliou canlf t<:ice (r> ryujch 
pains to ferx^e a man whom thou doil: not iove, 
aiid from whom thou haft every -thing to i’earr’* 
A man whom I do not love! cried ihe j 
knov/. Sir, that my hufDaacl is the bcil friend I 
have in the world j that there Is nothiiig 
I would not facritice for him, except my lover 5 
and that he w'ould do any tliing tor me, ex- 
c:ept that of leaving bis niiftrels. i rnuil: intro- 
duce you to her un|uaintancc : ihe is a ebannirg: 
woman, fpiightly, and Aveet- tm pored ; we flip 
together this very nkdit, with niy huihand .;,nd 
my little nragi ; egrne and fnare our 

The lady coiuiuciSi Babouc to her oww 
houfe. 'File hurodnd, w-ho wHvS at Lift arrivetA 
oyei'W’'helraed with grief, received nis wife vtu'th 
tranfporcs of joy and gn-itirude. He embraced 
by turns his wife, his nuitrefs, the little magi, 
and Babouc* Vv'it, harmony, chcarfulivers,^ 
2md all the graces, embejihiicd the repaft.. 

Knotv, fnd the ladv with whom he iuppeci, 
dnit thoie who are ibmetiincs called diihoneft 
women hue alrnolt always the fries it of very 
honuft men j igid to convince chee of ibis*, I in- 
vite thee to dine with me to-morrow at the 
beautiiul Thcona’s. 'There are fome old veA 
* M 4 tals 
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tals that tear her character in pieces ; but {hm 
docs more good than all of them together. She 
would not commit the Icail a£l of injuftice to 
gain the greateft advantage; fne gives the mofl 
gencious advice to her lover 5 fhe confuks only 
his glory; and he would bliifn before her^ 
fhould he let ilip any opportunity of doing 
good ; for nothing can more effectually excite 
a man to the performance of virtuous aCtions^ 
than to have for the witnefs and judge of his 
conduct a miffrefs whofe efieem he wi£h.es to 
defer ve/'’ 

Babouc did not fail to keep the appoint- 
ment. Ke faw a houfe where all the pleafure.s 
i’eemed to reign, with Thcona at the head of 
them, who well knew hov/ to preferve the moff: 
perfect order. Her eafy wit made all around 
her happy ; fhe pleafed almoft v/,ithout intend- 
ingto do fb; fhe was as amiable as beneficent; 
and, what inhanced the merit of all her good 
qualities, fhe was a beauty. 

Babouc, though a Scyth-ian, and font by a 
genii, found, that fhould. continue much 
longer in Perfepolis, be 'would forget Ithuriel 
for Tijeona* He began to grow fond of a city, 
the inhabitants of which were polite, affable, 
and beneficen", though fickle, fianderous, and 
vain. He was much afraid that Perfepolis 
would be condemned. He was even afraid Co 
give in his account. 

This, however, he did in the following 
iVianner ; he caufed a little ftatue, compofed of 
a!l kinds of metals, of earth, andflones theinoft 
precious and the moft vile, to be,, caft by one 
of the beft founders in the city, and carried it 
to IthuricL Wilt thou breaks f^id he, this 

pretty 
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pretty fiatue, becaufe it is not wholly coinpofed 
■o f [>;ol d ai i d cl 1 anion d s ? 1 th u ri el i m m ed i atel y 
nnderftood hi5J meaning, and refolved to 
no more of punifting Perfepolis, but to leave 
T‘he world as it goes/' For, faid he, it 
all is not well, all is pafikble.’* Thus PerfepoU:; 
was fuffered to remain 5 nor did Bubouc com- 
plain like Jonas, who was fo highly inceni'l-d 
at the prefep/ation of Nineveh, But when a. 
man has been three days in a whale’s belly, he 
cannot be fuppofed to be in fo good a humour^ 
as when he has been at an opera, or a corned \\ 
and hath fnpped with good company^ 


♦ 
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MICR OMEGAS*. 


c H A p. r. 

A Voyage to the Planet Sat 0RN% by an In-» 
habitant of the Star Sirius* 

I N one of the planets that revolve round the 
ftar known by the name of Sirius, was 
a certain young gentleman of promifing 
parts, whom I had the honour to be acquainted 
with, in his kft voyage to this our litde ant*- 
hill. His name wa^ Micromegas, an appella- 
tion admirably ali great men, and his 

itature amounted to eight leagues in height, that 
.is, four and twenty thoufand geometrical paces, 
five feet in each. 

Some of your mathematicians, a fee of people 
always ufefui to the public, will, perhaps, in- 
frantiy feize the pen, and calculate, that Mr. 
Micromegas, inhabitant of the country of Sirius, 


* A name compounded of two Greek words, fignifying 
little and gyeat. The intelligent reader will eariJy perceive 
that this piece is«inte:ided as a fatire upon the pride and 
infignificance of phibrophers 5 and that the author had 
■Gulliver's T raveis in his eye, 

• being 
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beinc, from head to foot, four and twenty thon- 
fand'^paces in length, making one hundred and- 
twenwtboufand royal feet ; that we denizens, 
of thl earth, boing, at a medium, htt=e mote 
than five feet high, and our globe miie thou- 
fai'd iea-^ues in circumference tneie tun^jg^ 

being premifed, I fay, they will 

the periphervof the globe which proauccOium, 

rnuft be exadily one and twenty 

hundred thoufand times greater than tnai.. 

S our tiny-bail. Nothing m nature is more 
firiple and Lmmon. The dominions of lome 
Sci-^ns of Germany or Italy, which may .e 
connafled in half an hour, when compared 
with' the empires of Ottoman, Mufeovy, or 
China, are no other than faint inftances of the 
prodigious difference which nature hath made 
fn thf fcale of beings. The of 

ccllency being of theie extraordinary aim-, i.- 
fions, ail our painters and itataarics win ea 
t ee, that tbcf round of his belly ammmt 

w fifty thoufand royal feet: a very agteeab.e 

"hI; nofe Eg” 

0 f his face, and bis jolly countpanG^engroiung 
one feventh part of his lieir^t, it muft be owmsi; 
that the nofe of this fame Si nan, was ux thou- 
fand three hundred and chirty-tnrce royal feet 
to ahak, which w’as to bedemonf.rateo.— With 
reirard to his underftanding, it is one of trie 
brft cultivated I have known; he is perfectly 
well acquainted with abundance of tmngs, fome 
of w'hich are of his own inventum ; for, when 
hi« a-^e did not exceed two hundred anu fifty 
yearst he, according to the cuffoui of his coun- 
try, ftudkd at. the moll: .celebrated univetnty.ci 
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the whole plaiietj and by the force of his geniuSj. 
fourvJ out upwards of fifty prupofitions of Eu- 
clid j haviiig the ad^^antage by more than eigh- 
teen, ofBlaife Pafchal, who (as vve arc told by 
his <ivvii fifter) demonftrated two and thirty for 
Ills amufernentj and then left off^ choofing ra- 
ther to be an indifferent philofopher^ than sgreat 
BT.at.hciiiatician*’^- — About the four hundred and 
fiftieth year of his agCj or latter end of his child- 
hoocL he diflected a great number of fmali in- 
ieclb not more than one hundred feet in diame- 
tefj which are not perceivable by ordinary ^mi- 
crofcopcs, of which he compofed a very curious 
treatiie^ which involved him in fome trouble : 
the mufti of the nation^ though very old and 
very ignorant, mad^j fhift to difeover in his 
book, certain lemmas that were fufpicious, ui> 
fcemly, rafli^ herecick and unfound j and pro- 


^ Our author is here, too fevere on the famous Pafehr.!? 
whofe Provincial Letters have been univerfally «'idmired, 
and trandated into ;na#y different languages. His genius 
for mathematics was altogether furprifing. Though his fa- 
ther carefuily inf(i.rdl^tf>E^*„hij’n,from reading books of thfe 
fcience, he, at the age of t^velve, had, by the force of Ms 
rinturai talents, clifcovered and; deinonftrat.ed tlurty-on^ 
propofitions ia the firff book of Euclid. At the age of 
aixteen, he compofed a treatife on conic fsifions. At nine- 
teen, he invented a curious machine for the purpofes of 
arithmericaJ calculation. At twenty- three, he made fome 
in^provements in mechanics, and was the firll, who, by re- 
peated experiments, clearly denionftrated that the cffeils 
hitherto aferibed to nature’s horror of a vacuum, were pro- 
duced from -he prefTure of the circumambient air. It is not 
to be douhtt'd, but that he would have made much more 
CDul'itier:i?)!e progre-fs in mruhematiqs and natural pbilpfo- 
pl:y, 'nad he n15t been pcrfu.aded about this time of life by 
bis hAer, wlio was a nu.n, to retire frojT:> the wotld,^ ^nd 
dedicate Ids ftudies to the interefls of religioiii 

• ftcuted; 
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ecuted bin with great animofity ; for, the fuh- 
je£i: of the author’s inquiry, was, whether ia 
the world of Sirius, there was any difference 
between the fubftantial forms of a flea and a 

fnaih 

Micromegas defended his philofophy with 
fuch fpirit as made a!i the female fex his profe- 
lytes ; and Ae procefs lafted two hundred and 
twenty years, at the end of which, in confe- 
quence of the mufti^s intereft, the book waa 
condemned by judges who had never read it, and 
the author expelled from court, for the term of 
eight hundred years. 

Not much afflicted at his banlfhrnent from a 
court that teemed with nothing but turmoils 
and trifles, he made a very humorous fong up-* 
on the mufti, who gave himfelfno trouble-about 
the matter, and fet out on his travels from pla- 
net to planet, in order (as the faying is) to im- 
prove his mind and finifli his education. Thofe 
who never travel but in a poft-chaife or berlin^^ 
will, doubtiefs, be aftonifhe^d at the equipages. 
Tufed above: for we that ftrut upon this little 
mole-hill, are at alofs to o^'cSive any thing that 
furpaffes ourowncufloms. But. our traveller waa 
a- wonderful adept in the ]aw§ of gravitation, 
together with the whole force of attracSion and 
repulfion s and made fuch feafonable ufe of his 
knowledge, that fometimes, by the help of n 
fun-beam^, and fometimes by the convenience 

^ Surely our author might have found a more adequate 
conveyance. There is a fort of vraifemblance or profea- 
IjiUty to be obfervedeven in the mofl extravagant and 

this is monftroufly violated by reprefentipg fuch an enor- 
mous mafs of matter with a necklace oi diamonds, 
lean of which was feet in riding on a fun- 
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of a comet, he and his retinue glided from fpherc 
to fpbere, as a bird hops from one bough to an- 
other* He in a very little time, pofted through 
the milky way ; and I am obliged to own, he » 
favv- not a twinkle of thofe ftars fuppofed to adorn 
that fair empyrean, ivhich the illuftrious docior 
Derhain brags to have obferved through his 
telefcope. Not that I pretend to fay the dodtor 
was miftaken. God forbid ! but Micremegas 
was upon the foot, an exceeding good obferver, 
aiicl I have no mind to contradief any man. Be 
that as it \Yil], after many windings and turn- 
ings, he arrived at the planet Saturn; and ac- 
cuilonicd as ho was to the fight of novelties, he 
could not for his life reprefs that fuporcilious and . 
conceited finile which often efcapes the wifeit 
philofopher, when he perceived the fmallnefs of 
that globe, and thcdiminutlve fize of its inhabi- 
tants: for really Saturn is but about nine hundred 
times larger than this our earth, and the peo- 
ple of that country meer dwarfs, about a thou- 
fancl fathoms high.* In fiiort, he at iirft derided 
thofe poor juft as an Italian fidler 

laughs at the mufic" of Lully, at his firft arrival 
in Paris : but, as this Sirian was a perfon of good 
fenfe, he foon perceived that a thinking being 
may not be altogether ridiculous, even though 
he is not quite fix thoufand feet high; and there- 
fore he became familiar with them, after they 
had ceafed to wonder at his extraordinary ap- 
pearance. In particular, he contraded an inti- 
mate friendfhip with the fecretary of the acade- 
my of Saturn, a man of good linderfl-anding^ 
who, thougt in truth he had invented nothing 
of his own, gave a very good account of the 
veniions of others, and enjoyed in peace the re- 
* putation 
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piitation of a little poet and great calculator 
And here, for the edification of the reader, I 
will repeat a very lingular converfation that one 
day palled between Mr. fecretary and Micro- 
megas-. 



CHAP. IL 

The Converfation betwixt iVIicrome.g as and 
the la h abi tan t of S a t u k. u . 


H I S excellency having laid hiinfelf down, 
and the fecretary approached his nofe 
Itmuft beconfeffed,*’ faid Micromegas, tha 
nature is full of variety/’ — Yes/’ replied the 
Saturnian, nature is like a parterre whofe- 
fiovvers — ^*Pihavv!’’ cried the other^ a 
tmee with your parterres/’ — It is/* refumed 

the fecretary, “ like an affembly of fair and 
brown women whofe drefle-^ — ” What a 

plague have I to do with, your Jsrunettes faid. 
our traveller. Then, it "is' like a gallery of 
pidlures, the ftrokes. of which—” Not at all,” : 
anfwered Micromegas,, I tel! you once for all, 
nature is like nature, and cornparifons are ? 
odious.” Well, to pleafe you,” faid the fe- . 
eretary — I won’t be pleafed,” replied the . 

Sirian, I want tg be inftrudied : begin th.ere- 
fqre, without further preamble, and tell me how 
many fenfes the, people of this world enjoy/’ — . 


* Here our author is fuppofed to glance the teamed 
M.aupertius, whom the king of Pruffia placed at tlie head of-, 
k\? atademy iji Berlin, 

A" \y^ 
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f6 Wc have fcventy and two,” fald the scade- 
niician, bur, we are daily complaining of the 
imi)]! number 5 as our imagination tranfcends. 
our wants ; for, with thefe ieventy-two fenfes, 
our five moons and ring, we find ourfelves very 
much rctlrifted j and notwithftandirig our cu- 
riofify, and the no fmall number of thofe paf- 
fions that rueit from thefe few fenfe.s we have 
fiill tin;e enough to be tired of idieners,” I 
finccrcfy believe what you fi^y,” cri.dMicro- 
rne9a<;, for, though wc Siri?ms have near a 
t'-.oi'ihnd cifi event ienies, there {lill remains a 
certain vague dcfire, an ujiaccountablc innure- 
tilde inceiTuntly advertifing us of our own unim- 
portance, and giving us to underfland, that 
there are other beings who are much our fupe- 
riors in point of perfe<ftion. I have travelled 
a little, aiv,.! feen mortals both above and below 
myfelf in the fcale of being: but, I have met 
%vith none wliohad not more defire than neceiSty, 
ard more want than gratification 5 perhaps, I 
fiiall one day arriits in feme country, where 
nought is vrantir^i^ but, hitherto I have had no 
certain information of fuch an happvTand.” The 
Saturnian and his gueft e'xhaufted thcmfelves in 
cor^e<Pl:urcs upon this fubje6r, and after abun- 
dance of argumentation equally ingenious and' 
uncertain, being fain to return to matter of facl:, 
To wdiat age do you commonly live ?” faid 
the Sirian. Lack-a*day ! a ineer trifle,” re- 
plied t he little gentleman. It is the very fame 
cafe with us,'’ refumed the other, the fhort- 
iiefii of life is our daily com plaint; fo that this 
muff- be an iftfivcrfil hw in nature/-’ ‘‘ Alas !” 
cried the Saturnian, few, very few on this 
globe, outljive five hundred great revolutions of ' 
the iUn; (thefe, according to our way- of r€,€.k.?- 
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oning, amount to about fifteen thoufand years.)* 
Soj you fee we in a manner begin to die the 
very moment we are born : cur exiffence is no 
more than a point, our duration an inftant, and 
our globe an atom. Scarce do we begin to learn 
a little, when death intervenes, before we can 
profit by experience : for my own part, I am 
deterred from laying fchemes, when I confider 
myfelf as a fingle drop in the mldfi: of an im- 
menfe ocean : I am particularly afliamed in your 
prefence, of the ridiculous figure ! make among 
my fellow- creatures.” 

"To this declaration, Micromegas replied. 
If you were not a philofopher, I fliould be 
afraid of mortifying your pride, by telling you, 
.that the term of our lives, is feven hundred 
times longer than the date of your exiftence : 
but, you are very fenfible, that wdien the tex-* 
tureof thebodyis refblved,in order to reanimate 
nature in another form, which is the confe- 
quence of what we call death 5 when that mo- 
ment of change arrives, there is not the leaft 
difference betwixt having live^^ whole eternitvj 
or a finglecky. I have been in fome countries 
where the people live a thoufand times longer 
than v*^ith us, and yet they murmured at the 
fhortnefs of their time : but, one will find every 
where, fome few perfons of good fenfe, who 
know how to make the beft of their portion, 
and thank .the author of nature for his bounty* 
There is aprofufion of variety fcattered through 
the univerfe, and yet there is an admirable 
vein of uniformity that runs thro’ the whole : 
for example, all thinking being.^ are diffe- 
rent among themfelves, though at bottom they 
refemble one another, in the powers and 
pafiions of the foul; matter, though inters 
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iTiinablCj hath different properties in 
fphere. How many principal attribiites do yo« 
reckon in the matter of this world If you 
mean thofc propertieSg” faid the Saturnian^ 
without v/liich we belieyc this our globe could 
not fubiift-, we reckon in all three hundred^ 
fuch as extent, impenetrability,, motion, gravi- 
tation, divihbility, et ceetera.” — ■ 7^hat fmall 

number,’* replied the traveller, probably an- 
fwers the views of the creator, on this your nar<« 
row (phere, I adore his wifdom in all hfs 
works. I fee infinite variety, but every where 
proportion.. Your globe is fmall 5 fo are the 
inluibitamcs : you have few fenfations ; becaufe 
your nvuter is endued with few properties : tbefc 
are the works of unerring providence. Of 
what colour does your Ton appear when accu- 
rately examined ?” Of a ycllowifh white,’"' 
ainwcred die Saturnian; and in feparating 
one of his rays, v%.'c find it contains feven co- 
lours.” Our fun^” faid the Sirian, is of a 
reddifli hue, and^^^.have no iefs than tbirty- 
siinc original colours. Among all the funs I 
have feen, there is no fort of refemblance ; and 
in this fphere of years, there is not one face 
like another.” 

• p‘ After divers queftions of this nature, he ail> 
ed how many fubftances eflenlially difterent, 
they counted in the world of Saturn? and un- 
deriiood that they numbered but thirty ; fuch ns 
God, fpa .x, matter, beings endued with fen fe 
and extenfion, beings that have extenfion, fenfe* 
and reffe'ftioy, thinking beings who have no 
extenfion, thofe that are penetrable, thofe that 

arc impenetrable, and the rcit. But this Satuf- 

* 
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Ilian philofopher was prodsgioufly aftoniflied, 
when the Sirian rold him, they had iio'lefs than 
three bwndred, and that he himfelf had difco- 
vered three thoufand more in the courfe of hia 
travels. In fliort* after having communicated 
to each other what they knew, and even what 
they did not know, and argued during a com- 
plete revolution of the fun, they refolved to fet 
out together, on afmall philofophical tour. 



CHAP. IIL 


The Voyage of thofe Two Inhabitants of 
the other W orld. 

1^ U R two philofophers were juft ready to 
embark for the atmofphere of Saturn, with 
a jolly provifion of mathematical inftruments, 
when the Saturnian’s miltrels, having got an 
inkling of their defign, all in tears, to 

make her remonftrances. She was a little hand- 
feme brunette, not above fix hundred and three- 
fcore fathom high 5 but her agreeable attradiions 
^made amends for the fmalliiefs of her ftature. 

Ah! cruel man,’' cried fne, after a refift- 
ance of fifteen hundred years, when at length I 
furrendered, and fcarcehave palled two hundred 
more in thy embrace, to leave me thus, before 
the honey moon is over, and go a rambling 'with 
a giant of another world ! go, go, thou art a 
meer virtuofo devoid of tendernefs and lot^e ! 
if thou wert 3 true Saturnian, thou wouldit be 
ikithful and invariable. Ah ! whhher art thou 
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^^5 

■ ^o'.ng? what ii; thy clefign ? our five moons are 
p.ot io iuconil'ant, nor our ring fo changeable 
as thee ! but take this along with you, hence- 
forth I ne'er ihall love another man/^ The 
little gentleman embraced and wept over her, 
riotvvithfbadiiig his philofophy; and the lady, 
after having fvvmoned with great dccencvj went 
to con foie hcrfelf with the convcTlation of a 
certain beau. 

Mean while, our two virtuofi fee out, and at 
one jump leaped upon the ring, which they 
found pretty flat, according to the ingenious 
giuefs of an illuiirious inhabitant of this our lit- 
tle earth : from thence tliey eafily dipped from 
niocn to moon j. and a comet chancing to pals, 
they fprung upon it v/ith all their feivants and 
appaiutus. Thus carried about one hundred 
and fifty nfillioiiij of leagues, they met with the 
latjlites of Jupiter, and arrived upon the body 
of the planet idelf, where they continued a 
whole year; durin|; which, they learned Tome 
very curious fecrecs, which would aibually be 
fv?nr to the pr,eii,«lr:re it not for fear of the gen- 
tlemeii iuquifitor^, %ho have found among 
•them fome corollaries very hard of digeftion, 
Neverthelefs, i have read the nianufcript in the 

library of the illuitridus archbifliop of 

has granted me permiiBon to perufe his 
books, vvidi that generciity and goodnefs, which 
can never be enough commended : wherefore, 
-I prornife he fliall have a long article in the 
next edirioa of Moreri, where 1 ftall not forget 
the yo!.!,ng gentlemen his Tons, who give us 
fuch pleaiin^' hopes of feeing perpetuated the 
race of their illultrious father. But to return 
to our tra\<4clk'rs* When they took leave of Ju. 

pi ter* 
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piter, they traverfed a fpacc of about one hiio-. 
dred millions of leagues, andcoafting along the 
planet Mars, which is well known to be five 
times fmaller than our little earth, they clefcrib- 
two moons dubfervient to that orb, which 
^have efcaped the obfcrvation of all our aftrono* 
mors. I know father Gaftel will write, and 
that pleafantly enough, againft the exigence of 
thefe two moons ; but I entirely refer myfelf to 
thofe Vvho reafon by analogy : thofe worthy 
philofophers are very fenfible, that Mars, which 
is at fuch a diftance from^the fun, muft be ia 
a very uncomfortable fitimtion, without the be- 
nefit- of a couple of moons: be that as it may, 
our gentlemen found the planet fa final 1, that 
they were afraid they fliould not find room to 
take a little repofe ; fo that they purfucd their 
journey like two travellers who delpife the 
paultry accommodation of a village, and pulh 
forward to the next market town. But the Si- 
rian and his companion fqon repented of their 
delicacy ; for, they journeyed a long time, with- 
•oiit finding a refting place^tjlkat length, they 
difeerned a fmall fpeck, which was Earth. 
Coming from Jupiter, they could not but be 
nioved with compafiion at fight of this miferable 
fpot,' upon which, however, they refolved to 
land, left they foould be a fecond time diiap- 
poirited. They accordingly moved towards the 
tail of the comet, where finding an Aurora Bo- 
realis ready to fet fail, they embarked, and ar- 
rived on the northern coafi: of the Baltic, on 
the hith day of July, new in the year 
^ 737 * 


CHAE 
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^ C H A' R IV. . 

What befcl them upon this our Globe. 

*1^1 A VI NG taken iome repofe, and being 
Jefirous of reconncfitring the narrow field 
in winch they were, tiiey traverfed it at once 
Irum iici'th to iouth ; every fkp of the Siriun 
and his attendants, ineafiiring about thirty 
thoufand roval ibel whereas, the dwarf of 
Saturn, wr.ofe fbiture dl\ not exceed a thou- 
fuid fathoinr, follotved at a diilancc quite out 
of breath j bccaufe, for every fingie ilrideof his 
rompai'iion, he was obliged to make twelve 
good flcps at Icail. The reader may figure to 
himfeif (if wc are rdlov/cd to make fuch com-, 
parifoius) a. very little rough fpaniel dodgiiig 
after a captain of the PrufHan grenadiers. 

As thoie f! rangers walked at a good pace., 
tliey compailcd the globe in fix and tiuity hours.; 
the fun it is true, rather the earth, dderibes 
ihc famefpace In. the couric of one day 5, but, it 
muft be obferved, that it is much more eafy to 
turn upon an axis, than to walk a-foot. Behold 
them then returned to the fpot from whence 
thep had fet out, after having clifeovered that 
almoft imperceptible tea, which is called the 
Mediterranean ; and the other narrow pond 
that furrounds this mole-hiil, under the deno- 
miiiatioii of the great ocean ; in wading through 
which, the dwarf had never wet his mid-leg, 
wlulc the otbsr fcarce moiftened bis heel. In 
going and coming through both hemifpheres, 
they did all^^that lay in their power to difeover 
whether or not the globe vm inhabited. They 
N ' {looped. 
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‘Hooped, they lay down, they groped in every 
corner 5 but their eyes and bands were not at 
all proportioned to the fniall beings that crawl 
upon this caith; and, therefore, tney could not 
find the fnnallei'l: reafon to fuipect that vve and 
cur fellow ciiiseiis of this globe had the ho^- 
Kour to exift. 

The dwarf, who fometimes judged too ha- 
fiily, concluded at once, that there was no 
llvino; creature upon earthy and his ciiief reafoii 
yvas, that he had feen nobody* Bat, BTicro- 
rnegas, in a polite manner, made him ienfiblc 
30 f the unjuft cojiclufion ; For-/' /aid he, 

vrith your diminutive eyes, }'oa can.net fee 
certain liars of the fiftieth magnitude, which I 
idiftindly perceive j and do you take it for 
granted that no fuch fiars exift But, I 
have groped with great care,” replied the 
.ndwarf. “ Then your fenfe of feeling muft be 
had/’ refumed the other. “ But, this globe/® 
fiaid the dwarf, is i.i ceptrived ; and fo irre- 
gular in its form, .as to be quite ridiculous. The 
whole together looks like if^riaos. Do but ob- 
ferve thefe little rivuletsj not one of them runs 
an a firait line: and thefe ponds, which are 
neither round, fquare nor oval, nor indeed of 
any regular figure; together with thofe little 
fearp pebbles (meanings the mountains) that 
roughen the w'hole furface of the globe, and 
fiave tore all the fkin from my feet. Befides, 
pray take notice of the fcape of the whole, how 
k fiiutens at tlie poles, and turns round the fun 
f:n an aukv/ard oblique manner^ fo as that the 
polar circles cannot po/Hbly be cultivated. 
' Truly, what makes me believe there is no in- 
habitant on this fphere^ is a full perfuafions 

'■ . . ... 
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that no fenfible being: vjould live in fuch a dif- 
agreeable place.” What then r” laid Micro - 
megaSj perhaps the beings that inhabit it 
come not under that deaoniination i but, in all 
appearance, it was 'not niade for nothing. E\'cr\r 
thing here feenis to you irregular 5 becaufe, you 
fetch all your comparifons from Jupiter or 8a- 
tuju). Perhaps this is the very rcufbn for the 
feeniing confafien vv'nch you conuenin ; have 
not I told you thaPin the courfe of niy travels^ 
I have alwavs niet 'vi:h varietv r” 7 'he Satur- 
rfa.n. replied to all tbefe argunients, and per- 
haps the difpiite would have known no end, if 
Rlicroinegas in tne heat of the conteft had nor 
Mickiiy broke the ilhng of his diamond neck- 
lace ; fo that the jewels fell to the [ground, coin- 
fifting of pretty finall unequal karats, ihc larg* 
eft of which weighed four hundred pounds, 
and the fmalleft, iifty*, Idie dwarf, in helping 
to pick them up, perceived as they approached 
his eye, that every® fin gle diamond was cut in 
fuch a manner an Twer the pup-pofe of aa 

excellent microfeope* He tbercro.*'e took up. a 
fmall one, about one hundred and fixty feet in 
diameter, and applied it to his eye ; while IVdi- 
crornegas chofs another of nvo thouftind five 
hundred. 1 "hough they were of excellent pow- 
ers, the obfervers could perceive nothing by 
their afllftance, fo that they w^^ere altered and 
adjufted: at length, the Inhabitant of Saturn 
difccnied fcmethmgalmoft: imperceptible, rnov- 

If tbc iarJ-H: wc-i^iisd 4C0 pounds, and one of the 
fmalU'ft anioonted to x6c feet in diaiTietcr, vvhal mnft iiave 
been the deniity of t’ac matter which conipofcd chefe dia- 
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ing between two w.SLves in the Baltic : this was 
no other than a whale> which, in a dextrous 
manner, he caught with his little finger, and 
placing it on the nail of his thumb, fhewed it 
to the Syrian, 'who laughed heartily at the ex- 
cefiive fmallnefs peculiar to the inhabitants of 
this our globe. The Saturnian, by this time 
convinced chat our world was inhabited, began 
to imagine we had no other anitnals than whale? ^ 
and being a mighty argue r, he forth v/ith fet a- 
bout invefli gating the origin and motion cf this 
fmall atom, curious to know whether or not it 
was furniihed with ideas, judgment, and free 
will. Micromegas was very much perplexed up- 
on this fubjeft j he examined the animal with 
the nicft patient attention, and the refult of his 
inquiry was, that he could fee no reaibn to 
believe a foul was lodged in fuch a body, 'The 
two travellers were adbually inclined to think 
there tvas no fuch thing as mind, in this our 
habitation, when by the help of their micro- 
fcope, they perceived ibmething as large as a 
\vhale, fioating upon the Krface of the Tea. It 
is well knov/n, that at this period, a Right of 
pbilofophers were upon their return from the 
polar circle, where they had been making ob- 
fervations, for which nobody has hitherto been 
the. wifer'^-. The gazettes record, that their 



^ CaiTmi, who had mtafured a degree of the meridian 
in France, and pubiiihed in 17 iS Lis book upon the fize 
nnd figure of the earth, in which he concludes it is 
lengthened at the poles, in coniradidlicn tx> tlie theory of 
Newton and Huygens j the French king ordered a comj)any 
of academicians to mcafure a degree of the equator, and 
another to take the dimentions cf a degrefe at the polar 
circle^ in order to determine "this difpute. MciTrs. Coden, 
‘ ' Botiguer, 
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vefTel ran afiiore on the 'Coaft of Bofnfa, and 
that they with great difficulty, faved their lives; 
but, in this world one can never dive to the 
bottom of things : for my own part, I will in- 
gen uoufiy recount the tranfadiion juft as it hap- 
pened, v/ithout any addition of my ov/n ; and 
this is no fmall cfFort in a modern hiftorian. 


'ifT 'L^T iif 2jr tij* iss -‘ir -a; ‘vsrtr : 




CHAR V. 

1^|Icromegras ftretched out his hand gently 
towards the place -where the objcdf ap- 
peared, and advanced two fingers, which he* 
inftantly pulled back, for fear of being di tap- 
pointed, then opening foftly and fhutting them 
all at once, he very dextrouHy feivred the fliip 
that contained thofe gentlemen, and placed it 
on his nail, avoidifi^ too much preflure, which 
might have cruS?"d the v/hole in pieces. 

This,” faidthe Saturnian dwarf, is & crea.- 
ture very different from the former;” upon 
which, the Sirian placing the fuppo/ed animul 
in the hollow of his hand, the paftengers and 

Bouguer, and de la Condamlne, were fent to Peru j while 
MaupertuiSj'CIairaut, Camu^3 Monnier, and Onthier, fet 
out for Lapland. The obfervations of both companies, 
reinforced by tliofe of Dun Jorge Juan, and Antonio 
d’Ulloa, two Spanifn philofophers employed by his catlid- 
lick majefly, confirmed the theory of Sir Ifaac Newton# 
that the earth \\#kS an oblate fpheroidj flattened at the 
poles, A curious account of the voyage to Lapland, and of 
the obfervations tiiere made, is to be feund in the works of 
■ Maupertuis^ p^bliihed at Lyons in the year 1756* 

' N 3 creWj 
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crevy, who believed themfelves thrown hj 
hurricane upon iomc rock, began to put thc:n- 
ielv^es in motion. The lailors having hciitcd 
out feme cafc'? of wnie, jumped alter rhen’i mio 
the hand of Micromega;; : tiie matheiratiLlaiij 
having iecured their quaJrantSy fefLors^ and 
Lapland miifreiie^- went over koaici at a dn- 
fereiit place, and made iiich a behJo in their 
dciccnt, that the Sirian, at Icn;gtb^ felt hh 
fingers tickled by lOiTiCtiiitsg i/nit leerned to 
.move. An iron crow chanced to penetrate 
about a fc^ot deep into his fovc linger ; and from 
thh prick he cenclndcd, that f;rnething ha. I 
ifiiied from the little animal he held iii ids 
hand ; but at iirfc he fufpected nothing more ; 
for, the microfeope that fcaice rendered a whale 
and a ft ip vifblc, hud no clikdl; upon an obji-di: 
fo iir.perce[;cib]e as man. — i do not intend to 
ftock the vanity of a.’iv perfon v.o’ji^icver ; but 
here I am obliged to beg your people of inioor™ 
tance, to conirder, that (uppoiing the ihuure 
of ’a man to be about live feet,, we nuxtuls make 
julT: fdch a iigure upon theJ^nrth, as an-an.itna! 
ihe iixty thouiiu-dth part of a foot in height, 
v/ould exhibit upon a bow.! ten feet in circum- 
fereiice. 'When you rcdlccl upoii a bein<; 
"who could hold this whole cart!) in the palm of 
his hand, and is endued v/ich orgrms pro» 
portioned to thofe u-e poflefs, you vviil erdlly 
conceive, that there mud be a great variety of 

’Created fubffances, and prav, v/hat mufi: 

fach beings think of thofe battles . by which a 
conqueror gains a frnall village, to- lole it again 
in the fequel r I do not at all doubt, but if feme 
captain of grenadiers fcoiild chance to read 
ftis work, he would add two large feet at Laft 
^ ta 
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to tlie caps of h^jcompaiiy ; but, I allure hin:^ 
his Kibour will be v^in ; il>r, do whit he will,, 
he his ioi wUl never be other rhan in*- 
fiinh'ly dii':du:itive and incGnilderable. What 
woEuleirul addf-is muil have been inherent in 
our Sirhin pihlnibpher, that enabled him rv 
perceive ibole a:nuis of which we have b?eu 
ipeekin^. W-Mi Leuwenhocl: and Harlibecker 
obferved the hr it rudiineiits of v/idch we - are 
hnmedj vIk-v did not make inch an ailroniihine;' 
diiboverv, 'Wnat pleahire, therefore, was the 
pardon of Vi ic name a as, iii obbrviini; the mo- 
tion 0 ; th );c li;.ule machines, in examining all 
their praih.s., and ptirhdng thcin in cl! their 
eperad'ins ! v/vai tvhut ioy cad he put lus nii- 
croicopo into his conminioibs hand ; and with, 
v/hif tran) part did diey both :;L once, exclaim;;^ 
I f e them (hidni:Uy,~*>*-don’t you perceive 
them cart', ing borJens, lying down and rlfing 
in;; ao'aiii?'’ So hiyiny, their hands ihook witb 
Cc gsrnefs to fae, and apprchenfion to loXe fuch 
iinconrmoa objects*-— 'The Saturnian making Si 
fiiddeu trann*';;- ^j'fro.Ti the moft cautious di- 
ftivarr, 0'' the moil excciuve crcdulitv, ima:]rincci 
he i\iw the. a i;i ilie very work of propagation,: 
and cried aioiiJ, I have furpri.'cd nature in 
the very factk’ Nfvetthelefs, he was deceived 
by appearances : a cafe too com'C'on, whether' 
wc do or do not make me of niicrolccpes.. 
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What happened in their intercourfe with Men, 

M icro MEG AS being a much better 
obferver than his dwarf, perceived dif- 
.-tinftly that thofe atoms fpoke 5 and made the 
remark to his companion, who was fo much 
afhamed of being miftaken in the article of ge- 
neration, that he would not believe fuch a pu- 
ny fpecies could poiEbly cornmunicate their 
ideas : for, though he had the gift of tongues, 
as v/eil as his companion, he could not hear 
thofe particles /peak ; and therefore fuppofed 
they had no language : befides, howfijouid fuch 
imperceptible beings have the organs of fpeech? 
and what in the name of God can they fay to 
one another? in order to fpeak, they mufl: have 
fomething like thought, and if they think, they 
muft furely have fomething equiv|Ient to a foul : 
pow, to attribute any thing- like a foul to fuch 

an infect fpecies, appears a meer abfurdity. 

But jiift now," replied thf^irian, you be- 
lieved they made love to each other ^ and do 
you think this could be done without thinking, 
without ufing feme fort of language, or at leaft, 
fome way of making themfelves underftood r or 
do you iuppofe it is more difficult to advance an 
argument than to produce a child? for my own 
part, I look upon both thefe faculties as a-like 
myfterious." I will no longer venture to be- 
lieve or deny,^’ anfwered the dwarf : ‘^^infaort, 
I have no opinion at all. Let us endeavour to 
examine thefe infeds, and we will reafoii upon 
them afterwards. — " With all my heart,’* 

^ r ' t 
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faid Micromegas, v/ho taking out a pair of fdf- 
fars, he kept for paring his nails, cut off 

a paring from his thumb nail, of u^hich he im- 
mediately formed a large kind of fpeaking 
trumpet, like a vaft tunnel, and clapped the 
pipe to his ear* : as the circumference of this 
machine included the fhip and all the crew, 
the moft feeble voice was conveyed along the 
circular fibres of the nail ; fo that, thanks to 
his induftry, the philofopher could diftindly 
hear the buzzing of our infects that were be- 
low ; in a few hours he diftinguifted articulate 
founds, and, at lafi, plainly underffood the 
French language. The dwarf heard the fame, 
though with more difilculty. 

The aftonlfiirnent of our travellers increafed 
every inftant. They heard a neft of mites talk 
in a pretty fenfible ftrain; and that LufusNa-. 
tiirae feemed to them inexplicable. You need 
not doubt but the Sirian and his dwarf glowed 
with impatience to enter into converfation with 
fuch atoms. Micremegas being afraid that his 
voice, like thu#,''ler, would deafen and confound 
the mites, without being iinderftood by them, 
faw the necefiity of dirainlfiiing the found 
each, therefore, put into his mouth afcrtof fmall 
tooth-pick, the flender end of which reached 
to the veflel. The Sirian fetting the dwarf up- 
on his knees, and the fhip and crew upon his 

nail, held down his head and fpokcfoftly, — 

In fine, having taken thefe and a great many 


* How a^s^an Ihould make fuch a funnel of the paring* 
©f bis ov^n nail, we cannot conceive. It would have an- 
swered much better, had he fluffed all the phUofophers mi 
bis- ear to^-iher, 

N5 


mor^ 
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more precautions, he addrefled himfelf to them-, 
iii rhefe words : 


O ye invifible infcdls, whom the. hand of 
the Creator hath deigned to produce in the- 
abyfs of.inhnite littlenefs, I give praife to his 
goodnefs, in that he hath been pleafed to dif- 
dofe unto me thole fecrets that feemed’ to be 
impenetrable ; perhaps the court of Sirius will 
nor difdain to behold you with adoiiratlon : for 
niy own part, i defpife no cteature, and there* 
tore offerr you my protection/^ 

If ever there was iuch a thing as aicorifli- 
merit, it feised upon the people who heard this 
siddrefs, and who could not conceive froni' 
whence it proceeded. The chaplain of the- 
ihip repeated exorcifms, the failors fwore, and 
the philofophers formed a fyflem : but, not- 
.v/ithftandi.ng all their fyftems, they could not 
divine who the perfon was that fpoke to thenu 
Then the dwarf of Saturn, whofe voice was^ 
Jiotter than that of Micromegas, gave them 
briefly to undcriband, whatTpecies of beingS'- 
t'hey had to do v/ith. He rekred the particu- 
lars of their -voyage from Saturn, made them 
acquainted with the rank and qualicy of men- 
iieiir Iviicromcgas , and after having pitied their 
imallneis, a-ked if they naJ ahvays been in that 
miferable Ihite, fo- neara-kin to annihilation 5. 
and what dieir bufLngfs was upoa ibat globe- 
which feemed to be the property of whales j he 
alfo deftred to know if they were happy in their 
fituation, if tliey propagated their ibecies, if' 
they were infpired with fouls ? and put a hun- 
dred queilions more of the like nature. 

A. certain mathernaticia;* on board, more cou- 
rageous than the reil, and fhocked ttJ hear bio. 
; ' foul 
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iou! called in queflion, planted his quadrant^, 
and having taken two obrervations of this in- 
terlocutor^ You believe then, Mr. what d^ye- 
calliim,” laid he, that becaufe you ineafure 

from head to foot, a thoufand fathoms 

A thouiand fathoms ! ” cried the dwarf, good 
heaven ! how ihoufd he know the height of my 
■il'ature ? a thoufand fathoms ! my very dimen-* 
lions to an hair. What, meafured by a mite !' 
this atom, forfooth, is a geometrician, and' 
knows exactly how tall I am : while I, who 
can fcarce perceive him through O; microfeopes^ 
am utterly ignorant of his extent!’'' Yes, I 
havL? taken your nieafure,” aniwered the philo- 
fopher, and I will now do the fame by your 
tall companion,” The propofal was embraced ; 
hi-s excellency laid himfelf along : for, had he 
Hood upright, his head would have reached too 
far above the clouds*. Our mathematicians 
planted a rail tree in a certain part of him,, 
which doctor Swdft v/ould have mentioned with- 
out helitation, but which I forbear to call by. 
it’s name, my inviolable refpect for the- 

ladies ; then,, by a feries of triangles joined' to- 
gether, they difeovered, that the object of their 
©bfervation was a {trapping youth, exacStly 'one 
hundred and twenty thouiand royal feet ini- 
length;,. 

in confequence of this calculation, Micro- 
niegas uttered thefe words : i afn now more 

than ever convinced, that we ought to judg-e of 
nothing by its- external magnitude. OGod'! 
who heft bellowed undeiihan'dirig .upon fuclx 
fcemingly contemptible uihitance?, thou canft 
with* equal eafe produce that which is infinitety- 
that v/hich is iAcredibly great ; and if 
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■it be poijible^ that among thy works there are 
beings frill iTiOre diminutive than thefe^ they 
may, neverchclefs, be endowed with under- 
ftandiiig riip<y iorto the intelligence of thofellra- 
pendous anioials I have ieen in heaven, a fmgle 
foot of whom is larger than this :vhale globe 
on Vidiich I have alighted.*’ One of the philo- 
fophers bid him be allured, that there were in>- 
telligent beings much ifnai-ler than man, and 
recounted not only VirgiPs v/hole fable of the 
bees, butalfo defer] bed all tliat Swammerdam hath 
difeoveredj and Reaiurjur diiictied. In a word, 
he informed him, that there are animals which 
bear the fame proportion to bees, w’hich bees 
bear to man ; the fame as the Sirian himfelfwas 
to thofe vaft beings whom he had mentioned | 
and as thofe huge animals were to other fub- 
ftances, before whom they would appear like fo 
many particles of cuft. Here the converfation 
became very interefiing, and Micromegas pro- 
ceeded in thefe words. 


CHAE VIL 

A converfation that paffed between our travel- 
lers and the men they had encountered. 

** intelligent atoms, in whom the Su- 

V-/ preme Being hath been pleafed to ma- 
nifeft his omnHcience and power, without all 
doubt your joys on this earth oiuft'be pure and 
exquifite : for being unincumbered with matter, 
and, to all appearance, little elfe than^ foul, you 

muft 
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myft fpend your lives in the delights of love 
and reflexion, which are the true enjoyments of 
a perfe£f fpirit- True happinefs I have no 
where founds but, certainly here it dwells/' 
At this harangue, all the philofophers {hook 
their heads, and one among the reft more can- 
did than his brethren, frankl'/owned, that, ex- 
cepting a very fmall number of in habitants, who 
were very little efteemed by their fellows, all 
the reft were a parcel of knaves, fools, and mi- 
ferable wretches, We have matter enough,'* 
faid he, to do abundance of mifehief j if mif- 
chief comes of matter, and too much iinder- 
ftahding^ if evil flows from underftanding : you 
muft know, for example, that this very mo- 
ment, while I am fpeaking,tliereare onehimdred 
thoufand animals of our own fpecies, covered 
with hats, flaying an equal number of fellow 
creatures who wear turbans 5 at leaft, theyars 
either flaying or flain : and this hath been near- 
ly the cafe all over the earth, from time, imme- 
morial." The Sfrian fliuddering at this infor- 
mation, begge^ to know the cauTe of thofe hor- 
rible quarrels among fuch a puny race ; and 
W'as given to underftand, that the fubjeft of the 
difpute wasfome pitifulmole-hill nobigg&r than 
his heel ; not that any one of thofe millions who 
cut one another’s throats, pretends to have the 
leaft claim to the fmalleft particle of that clod 5 
the queftion is to know, whether it fnail belong 
to a certain perfon, who is known by the name 
ofSiiItan, or to another whom (for what rea- 
fon I know not) they dignify with the appella-, 
tion of Casfar. Neither one nor t’other, has 
ever feen, or ever will fee the pitiful cornerjn 
queftion, and fcarce one of thofe wretches who 
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facrifice one another, bath ever beheld the am- 
mal on whofe account they are rautually facri« 
ficed ! ■ 

Ah mifereants! (cried the indigJiant Sirian) 

■ fuch excels of defpenite rage h beyoiid concep- 
tion. I'have a , good mind to rake tv^’-o or three 
fieps., and trample . the wliole nefi: cf fuch ridi- 
culous aiiaffins under my feet/' i<op/t give 
yourfcif the- trouble, (replied the philofophcr) 
they are induftrious enough in preuring their 
own deftruflion 5 at the end of ten years the 
hiir.dredth part of tbofe wretches will be no 
more: for, you niufl: know, that though they 
fl:iOuld. not draw a fword in the caufe they have 
efpoufed', - famine, fatigue, and intemperance 
would fweep almoft ail of them from the face 
x>f the earth. Beildes, the puruihiiaent fliiould 
li'Ot be 'in Hidted upcfn them, but upon thofe fe- 
dentary and uothtul barbarians, who from Iheir 
dofe-firools, give o‘ders for rnurthering a million, • 
of men, and then folemniy thank God for their 
fuccefs'/’’' 

^ .Our traveller, moved with compafilon for the 
little' human race, in which he difeovered fuch 
bfioniffiihg contra/ls, Sin^e you are of tbs 
final} number of the wife, (faid he) and in all 
likelihood, do not engage yourfelves in the 
trade of murder for hire ; be fb good as to tell 
me what is your occupation ?” We anato- 
^ mize flies, (replied the philofopher) we rnea- 
fure lines, we make calculations, we agree upon 
two or- three points which we underiiand, and 
difpute upon two or three thoufand that are be- 
yond our comprehenfion/^ Then tbb ftrangers- 
feeing feized with the whim of inierrogating 
ihofe thmking atoms,, upon the fubjefts about 

which 
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ivhich they were agreed, How far, (faid the 
Sirian) do you reckon thediilance between the 
grcai' iLvr of the cooftellation Gemini, and that 
called Caniculus?’^ To this queftion all of 
them an. we ivd with one voiqc, “ Thirty-tv/o 
de and an half/^ ‘And what is the dif~« 
tanee iVern htmee to the moon Si :ty femi- 
diLuneters of the earth.” lie then thought to- 
p;.r3:tle them by aildng the weight of ihe air ; 
bin: they rnfwereJ difHnHly, that common air 
is about nine hundred ti ..cs {[recifically lighter 
than an ecjual colgnm of the lighLeft vrater^ 
and hundred rimes lighter than current 

gr i.h T!.e linle dwarf of Saturn, aftonifeed 
at Lhcir anfa-ers, was now te.'n;.ted Vo believe 
thafb vir:- ; neo jle fbrccrer?, wh-/in out'a quarter 
of an hour oeflyre, he wauld not aiiow to be 
iiilpi red fouls. 

WTli, (laid Micromegas) fi nee you knoyf 
fo well what is without yon, doubtlcls you are 
fiill more perfe 61 tly acquainted widi that which 
h within ; tell me what is the fou.l, and hovf 
your ideas arc:»franied Here the philofophers 
ipokc all together, as before ^ but each was of a 
dilTerent opinion: the ddeft quoted Ariftatkg. 
another pronounced the name of Defcaites 5 a 
third mentioned Mallsbranche ; a fourth Leib- 
nitz 5 and a fifth Locke : an old peripattciaa? 
liftingup his voice,exdaii'nedwithan airof con** 
ficlence, The foul is perfection and reafon^ 
having pow’^er to be fuch as it is as Ariftotlfe 
expreiiy declares, page 633, of the Louvre 
edition. ' : d 

® ; ■ ; y-', . 

r/5' sr/, xsti h^yo^ 

•XCf fcVTstn ' ' ' 

■^%v. 
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I am not very well verfed in Grcek^'^ faici 
the giant : Nor I neither/' replied the phi* 

lofophical mite. Why then do you quote 
that fame Ariftotle in Greek?'’ rel'iinicd rpe 
Sirian : Becaufe, (anAvered the other) it is 

but reafonablewe (hould quote %vh:it we do not 
comprehend, in a language we do riot under- 
ftand/^ 

Here the Cartefian interpofing, The foul 
(faid he) is a pure fpirit or intelligence, which 
’hath received in the mother’s womb all the me-- 
taphyfical ideas j but upon leaving that prifon, 
is obliged to go to ichool, and learn a~new that 
knowledge which it hath loft, and will never 
more attain.’’ So it W'as neceffary (replied 
the animal of eight leagues) that thy foulftiould 
be learned in thy mother’s womb, in order to 
be fo ignorant when thou haft got a beard upon 
ithy chin : but, what doft thou uhdcrftand by 
fpirit?” To what purpofe do you afkn-e that 
queftion? (faid the philofopher) I have no idea 
of it: indeed it is fuppofed to be immateria].” 

At leaft, thou knoweft w^hat matter is r’’ re- 
fumed the Sirian. Perfectly well, (aniWered 
the other.) For example, that ftone is grey, is 
of a certain figure, has three dimenlions, fpe- 
cifick weight, and divifibility.” Right, (faid 
the gfent) I w^ant to know what that object is, 
which, according to thy obfervation, hath a 
' grey colour, weight, and divifibiiity ? Thou 
feeft a few, qualities, but doft thou know the 
nature of the tding itfelf ?” Not I truly,” 
anfwered the Cartefian. Upon which the other 
, told him, he did not know what rrr:ure was. 
Then addrefting hiinfelf to another fage who 
flood upon his thumb, he aficed wh^t is the 

foul ? 
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foDii? arii what are her funfliioiis ? Nothing 
at all, (replied this difciph- of Mallebranche) 
God hath made every thing for rny convc- 
DLcnce; in him I fee every things by him. I ad: 
he rlij univcrfkl agent, and I never meddle 
in his work,'’ That is being a nonentity 
indeed:^’ find the Sirian fsge, wno turning to 
a follower of Leibnitz, Hark ye, friend, 
wliLit is tby opinion of the foul In my opi- 
nion, (anfvvered this nietaphyuclan) the foul is 
the hand that points at the hour, while my botiy 
does the oince of a clock ; or, if you pieafe# 
the (oul is the clock, and the body is the 
pointer ; o-r again, my foul is the mirrour of the ‘ 
univerfe, and mj body the frame. All this is 
dear and uncontrovertible.” 

A little partizan of Locke, who chanced to 
be prefent, being asked his opinion on the fame 
fubjecl, I do not know (faid he) W what i 
power I think : but well I know, that I fnould 
never have thought without the afUftance of 
my fenfes : tltat^there are immaterial and inteL : 
iigcnt fiibuances, I do not at all doubt f but 
that it is iinpoffible for God to communicate 
the faculty of thinking to matter,,! doubt very 
much. I revere the eternal power, to which it 
would ill become me to prefcrlbe bounds: { 
ai'Erm nothing, and am contented to believe, 
that many more things are pofiible, than are 
ufizally thought fo.’^ The Smian. fmiled at this 
declaration, and did not look upon the author 
as the lead fagacious of the company ; and as 
for the dwa»f of Saturn, he would have ern- 
braced this adherent of Locke, had it not been 
far the extreme difproportion in their different 
fizes* But, unluckily, there was.another ani- 
malcule 
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, , • rar w’no taking the word 

nialcule m a square ca^, , ^ afTirnied, 

from all his which was con, 

thathe knewthe wnoie f.cru,^^^ Thomas : he 

tained in the ^jJj^l'flj.ancers from top to 
furveyed the two that their 

toe, thei'r funs and their fers, 

petfons, /r ’ theufe of man.' At this 

were created fo c j > tr-veliers let themfelves 

wild afihruon, our two tr.ta.- ^ 

tumble topT f /' whUi (according to 

inextinguiaiaKe invmortnl gods; 

Homer) is tL.- por. fhoulders rofe and 

£„g*. i...ing, found J 

to nnfoP/? •“ Sd'"=.ch th >„ Xundunc? ofud- 

>*T7. .nT5.1nfti..u foe very ef- 

•mirable icienccs, I herore tiis de- 
fence of -things. of the book, 

parture, ^ the academy of fciences 

^‘'parirburiten foe old fteJary came » 
- ^ V L Sw nothing but blank paper, upon 

Sh ‘‘ Ay, ay, (faid he) this is juft what I 

fiifpefied.” 


' ' ' 

end or 'VOL XI* 



ADVERTISEMENT. ' 

I N order to make a pleafing variety, 
the proprietors of this work propofe 
to give fometimes a volume of profe, and 
fornetimas a volume of dramatic or po- 
etical pieces ; but they will be diftindly 
marked on the tide page, that the work, 
when finifhed, may be bound up in two 
different fetsj pne of which may pro- 
perly be callfjd his profe works, and the 
other his dramatic and poetical works; 
the iaft of which will include .his plays, 
I'is Henriade, and all his other poetical 
pieces. 
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Of the jews. 


Y OU defire me to give you a faithful 
pi<fi:ure of the fpirit and hiftory of the 
Jews ; and, without entering into the 
ineffable ways of Providence, you want to dif- 
cover, In the manners of that people, the true 
origin of thofe events^ which Providence hath 
brought about. 

Certain It is, of all the nations in the World,* 
that of the Jews is the moft remarkable. How- 
ever contemptible they may be in the eyes of 
a politician, they are nevertheleis w'-ell worthy 
of the ferioua attention of a philofopher. 

The Gueb^es, the Banians, and the Jews, 
are the only people that preferve a being, not- 
withhanding their difperfion ; and, without 
making an Jdknce with any other nation, per- 
B petuate 
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petuate their race among ftrangerSj from whoa? 
they keep themfeives intirely diftindi. 

In former times the Guebres were infinitely 
more numerous than the Jews^ as being the 
remains of the ancient PerHans, who held the 
Jews in fubjcclion ; at prefentj however, they 
are only to be found in one corner of the 
Eaft. 

The Banians, fprung from thofe ancient 
people from whom Pythagoras derived his phi- 
lofophy, are only to be met with in Perfia and 
the Indies: but the Jews are fcattered through 
the whole earth ; and, were they now to be col- 
ledired into one body, would compofe a nation 
far more numerous than they were during the 
fhort period that they were mafters of Paleftine* 
Thofe people who have committed to writing 
the hiftory of their origin, have, almoft all of 
them, endeavoured to heighten it with prodi- 
gies: with them, every thing is miraculous: 
their oracles fore tel nothing but conquefts ; and 
fuch of them as have really become conquerors, 
have made no diiHcuky to believe the truth of 
ancient oracles, fo amply juftified by the events 
But what diftinguiihes the Tews from all other 
nations is, that their oracles alone are true; of 
this we are not permitted to entertain the ieaft 
doubt. Thefe oracles, which they underjftand 
in the literal fenfe, have foretold, a hundred 
times, that they fhould one day become makers 
of the world 5 notwitbftanding which, they 
were never in poiTefHon of more chan one paltry 
fpot for a few years; nor have they, atprefent, 
a fingle village they can call their own. They 
txi‘e therefore bound to believe, and in faff they 
do bdieve, that thefe predictions ‘will be one 

day 
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day accompliftied, and that they fliall obtain 
the empire of the univerfe. 

Among the Mullulmans and Chriftians they 
are confidered as people of the meaneft and 
moft defpicable charadler, and yet they believe 
themfdves to be of the greateft importancee 
This pride^ in the midft of their abafementj is 
juftified by an unanfwerable argument; to wit^ 
that they are really the fathers of both the 
Chriftians and the MufTulmans* The Chriftian 
and Mahometan religions acknowledge that of 
the Jews for their mother; whonij neverthelefsj 
by a ftrange kind of contradidtiorij they at once 
rcrpect and abhor. 

It is not our intention here to recount that 
long train of prodigiesj which aftonifh' the 
imagination, and exercife our faith. We only 
mean to examine thofe events which arc purely 
hiftorica!, fiript of the divine agency, and of 
thofe miracles which God conclefcendcd, for fo 
long a time, to work in favour of this people. 

At firft, we bdiold in Egypt a fingle family 
of feventy per/ons. This, in the fpace of two 
hundred and fifteen years, produced a nation 
capable of furniihing fix hundred thoufand 
fighting men, wdfich, together with the old 
men, women, and, children, may be fuppofedi 
to amount to two millions of fouls: a prodi- 
gious increafe ! to which the hiftory of man- 
kind cannot furnifh a parallel inftance. This 
multitude, having left Egypt, continued in the 
deferts of Arabia Petrasa for forty years, during 
which their numbers were confiderably dimi- 
niflied in tihat cold and barren country. 

The remaining part of the nation advanced 
little to the northward of thefe deferts. 

B 2 
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It appears, that their principles were the 
fame with thofe which were afterwards adopted 
b7 the natives of Arabia Petraea and Deferta ; 
for they put to death, in cold blood, the inha- 
bitants of the fmall towns which they took, 
and referred only the young women. The in- 
tereft of population hath always been the chief 
aim of both the one and the other. We find 
that when the Arabs conquered Spain, they im- 
pofed a tax of marriageable virgins upon all the 
provinces ; and, even at this day, the A.rabs of 
the Defert never make a treaty without ftipu- 
lating for fome prefents and young women. 

The Jews arrived in a Tandy and mountain- 
ous country, in which there were fome vil- 
lages, inhabited by a fmall nation called the 
Medianites* i from whom they took, in the 
courfe of one campaign, fix hundred and fe- 
venty-five thoufand fheep, ret''enty-two thoufand 
oxen, fixty-one thoufand alles, and thirty- two 
thoufand maids. All the men, all the married 
women, and all the male chfidren, were put to 
the fword. The young womer} and the booty 
were divided among the people and the priefts. 

They afterwards made themfelves maflers of 
the town of Jericho f? in the fame country/ j but, 


* They derived their name from Median, faid to be the 
foa of Abraham and Keturaj and inhabited the country of 
Arabia Petraea. But that the whole nation was thus ex- 
tirpated feems a little improbable, inafmuch as we find the 
Ilraelites enUaved by the Medianites in the Cequel ; a ftate 
of flavery from which they were delivered by Gideon. 

f Joi'ephus tells us, that the plain of Jericho was 
planted with the tree which produces the real balm of 
Ciiead, whence* the city took the name of Jericho^ which 
fsgnifies iVeet odour. But none of thole trees are nov/ to 
be feen on this fpor. 

having 
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having previoufly devoted the inhabitants to de- 
ftru^lion, they put them ail to the fword^ not 
even fparing the young women; and granted 
life to none but to a harlot named Rahab, who 
had affifted them in furprifing the town. 

It hath long been matter of difpute among 
the learned, whether the Jews ofFered human 
facrifices to the Deity, like other nations; but 
this is merely a controverfy about words. Thofe, 
it is true, whom they devoted to deilructlon, 
were not butchered upon the altar with all the 
parade of religious rites; but they were nev'er« 
the] efs facrificed, v.uthout its being lav/ful to 
fpare fo much as a fingle perfon. In the t\venty- 
ninth chapter of Leviticus, and twenty-feventh 
verfe, the Mofaic law exprefly forbids them to 
ranfom thofe whom they had devoted to de- 
ftrudlion : the words are, Let them die the 
death.” It was in confequence of this law that 
Jephtha vowed, and butchered his daughter ; 
that Saul endeavoured to kill his fon; and that 
Samuel the prophet hewed king Agag, Saurs 
prifoner, in pieces. Certain it is, God is the 
abfolute mafter of the lives of his creatures ; 
nor does it belong to us to examine his laws* 
It is our duty to believe thefe fails, and filently 
to reverence the defigns of the Deity in per- 
mitting them. 

, It is likewufe aHred, what right could ftrangers, 
fuch as the Jews were, have to the land of Ca-- 
naan ? To which they anfwer, that they had 
that right which God gave them. 

Hardly they taken Jericho and Laifh, 
when a civil war broke out among them, in 
which the tribe of Benjamin, men, women, and 
children •was almoft intireJy extirpated. Of 
B 3 the 


6 Of t h e J E W S. 

the whole, there only remained fix hundred 
males ; and, in order to prevent the total ruin 
cf one of their tribes, they thought proper to 
deftroy a whole town of the tribe of -ManafTeh 
whth hre and fwwd, killing all the men, chil- 
dren, married women, and widows, and taking 
thence fix hundred virgins, whom they gave to. 
. the fix hundred furviving Eenjaminites to repair 
their tribe, that fo the number of their tv/slve 
tribes might be always complete. 

Mean w^hile the Phcsnicians, a powerful 
people eftablifiied in thefe quarters from time 
immemorial, being alarmed at the depredations 
and cruelties of thefe new^’-comers, chafiifed 
them frequently ; and the neighbouring princes 
uniting againft them, they were reduced to a 
ftate of fervitude for upwards of two hundred 
years. t 

Atlaft they made a king, and chofe him by 
lot. 7 "his king could not pollibjy be powerful | 
for in the iirft battle which the Jews under his 
command fought with the Ph.vlifl:ines5 their 
mafters, they had neither fword nor fpear, nor 
a fi.ngk weapon of iron. But David, their fe-* 
cond king, makes war wdth more advantage 
and fucceis. He takes the town of Salem '^3 is 
famous afterwards under the name of Jerufa- 
!em; and then the Jews begin to make fome 
figure in the confines of Syria. 


* It is Tuppofed to have been founded by Melchifedec j 
to have been taken by the JebufiteSj who polTefTed it till the 
time of Jofhua. who reduced the city, and ^caufed their 
king Adonizfdec, with four princes his allies, to be put to 
death. After the death of Joihna they recovered it, and 
built the citadel of Sion, of which they were dirp^lTelTed by 
David, 


From 



Of the jews’ 7 

From this time their religion and govern^ 
ment affume a more auguft form. Hitherto 
they had had no temples ; a convenience pof- 
fefled by all the nations around them. Solomoa 
built a very fuperb one, and reigned over this 
people for about forty years. 

The reign of Solomon is not only the moft 
fiourifaing period of the Je^vsj but all the kings 
of the eai-th together could not produce a trea- 
fure nearly equal to that of Solomon’s. His 
father David, who was not even pofiefled of 
iron, left Solomon twenty-five thoufand fi:5C 
hundred and forty-eight millions of French 
Hvres in ready money |j , according to theprefent 
computation. His fleets, which traded to Ophir^ 
brought him annually fixty-elght millions la 
pure gold, not to mention filver and precious 
fiones. He had forty thoufand ftables, as many 
coach-houfes, twelve thoufand ftables for his 
cavalry, feven hundred wives, and three hun- 
dred eoncubines. And yet he had neither wood 
nor workmen to lJuild his palace and the tem- 
ple : thefe he iiorrovved from Hiram,, king of 
Tyre, who likewife furnifoed him with gold, 
in return for which Solomon gave Hiram twen- 
ty cities- The commentators acknowledge 
that thefe facSs are. dubious, and fufpecl: that 
fome error in the calculation muft have efcaped 
the tranferibers; the only perfons, it feeins, 
that could, poffibly be miftaken. 


il The fum contributed by David and his princes towards 
the building the temple, according to the value of the 
Mofaic talent, and the account given in the book of Chro-> 
mjift have exriscded eight hundred millions sterling. 
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The twelve tribes, of which the nation con« 
fifted, were ftpatated upon Solomon’s death* 
The kingdom was torn in pieces, and divided 
into two petty provinces, the one called Judea^ 
the other Ifrael ; the latter containing nine 
tribes and a half, the former only two and a 
half. There reigned between thefe two nations 
a hatred, the more implacable as they were 
neighbours and relations, and profelled a dif- 
ferent form of religion ; for at Slchem and Sa«* 
maria they worfhipped Baal, a word of Sidonian 
extraxSion ^ v/hereas at Jerufalem, Adonai was 
the obje<ft of their worihip. At Sichem two 
calves were confecrated, and at Jerufalem two 
cherubims; the latter of which were two- 
winged animals, with two heads a-piece, and 
placed in the fan<9:uary. Thus each party, 
having their own kings, their own God, their 
own worfhip, and their own prophets, were 
perpetually engaged in a cruel war with one 
another. 

During the courfe of this^war, the kings of 
Afiyria, who conquered the greateft part of 
Afia, fell upon the Jews, , with the rapidity 
of an eagle darting down upon two fighting 
lizards. The nine tribes and a half, fettled at 
Samaria and Sichem, were carried ofF, and 
difperfed beyond ail pofixb'ilhy of return, and 
without its ever being diirij-cfly known whither 
they were led into captivity. 

As the diftance from Samaria to Jerufalem 
is but twenty leagues, and their territories lie 
contiguous, when one of thefe towns was 
jazed by the powerful conquerors,^ the other 
could not hold out dong. Thus we find that 
Jerufalem was often facked : it was tributary to 
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the kings Hazael and Rezin ; reduced to flave« 
ry by Teglatphalezer ; thrice taken by Ne- 
buchadnezzarj or Nebucchadonezer ; and at 
kft deftroyed^ Zedekiahj whom the conqueror 
had appointed king or governor^ was carried 
captive^ together with all his people, intoBa-* 
bylon j fo that no Jews were left remaining in. 
Paleftine, except a few families of country 
flaves to fow the land. 

With regard to the little countr)^ of Samaria 
and Sichem, which was more fertile than that 
of Jerufalem, it was repeopled by colonies of 
ftrangers, who were fent thither by the kings 
of Affvria, and took the name of Samaritans. 

The two tribes and a half, continuing in x 
ftate of flavery for feventy years together in. 
Babylon, and the neighbouring towns, had 
thereby an opportunity of learning the cufloms 
of their mafters, and of .enriching their lan- 
guage by a proper mixture of the Chaldean 
tongue. From that^time the Jews under flood 
no other alphabet or characters, than thofe of 
the Chaldeans; and it is an indifputable fadl, 
that they even forgot the Hebrew dialect, fub- - 
flituting in its place from thenceforward the 
Chaldean tongue, Jofephus, the hiftorian, de- 
clares, that he wrote at firft in the Chaldean 
tongue, which was the language of his coun- 
try. It appears, that the Jews imbibed a fmall 
tindlure of the fciences of the magr. They 
foon became bankers, brokers,, and chapmen 5 
by which means they rendered themfelyes ne- 
ceffary, as thgy ftill are, and acquired immenf® 
fortunes. 

Their great riches enabled them to procure ' 
fram^Cyrus^a permiffion to rebuild Jerufalem-; 

B 5 but 
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but when the time came, at which they were 
to have fet out on their return home, thofe who 
had grown rich at Babylon did not chufe to 
quit fuch a beautiful country for the mountains 
of Celofyria, nor to abandon the fertile banks 
of the Tigris and Euphrates for the brook of 
Kidron. It was only the dregs and refufe of 
the nation that returned with ZorobabeL The 
Jews of Babylon contributed only by their cha- 
ritable collections towards rebuilding the city 
and temple ; and even thefe colleftions were 
very inconfiderable. Efdras fays, that he could 
not make up in the whole above feventy thou- 
fand crowns for rebuilding that temple, which 
was to be the temple of the univerfe. 

The Jews were ftill fubjeci to the Perfians, 
as^ they were like wife foon after to Alexander; 

. and when that great man, the mofl: excufeable 
of all conquerors, began, in the firft years of 
his vi<Sorious reign, to build Alexandria, and 
to make it the center of commerce to the whole 
world, the Jews flocked thitljer to follow their 
trade of brokerage; and then it was that their 
rabbles acquired fome knowledge of the learn- 
ing of the Greeks, the language of which 
people was now become abfolutsly neceflary to 
all the trading Jews. 

After the death of Alexander, they continued 
in fubje<3:ion to the kings of Syria in Jeru- 
falem, and to the kings of Egypt in Alexan- 
dria ; and when a war broke out betveeen thefe 
monarchs, the Jews always underwent the 
common fate of fubjedis, and to the con- 
queror's fhare. 

From the time of their Babyloiii^fh captivity, 
the governors of Jerufalcm never affumed the 

name 
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name of king. The adminiftration of civil af- 
fairs was inirufted to the high priefts, who were 
nominated by their mafters. This dignity they 
fometimes purchafed at a very high price, as is 
flill done by the Greek patriarch of Conftan- 
l:inople. 

Under Antiochus Epiphanes they raifed a 
rebeliioi*! : the city was once more pillaged, 
and its walls laid level with the ground. 

At length, after a train of the like difafters, 
they obtained from Antiochus Sidetes, for the 
firft time, about one hundred and fifty years 
before the vulgar aera, the liberty of coining 
money. From this time their governors af- 
fumed the name of kings, and even wore a 
diadem- Antigonus was the firft that was 
adorned with this enfign of royalty,, which, af- 
ter all, when ftript of power, can confer but 
little honour. 

The Romans now began to be formidable to- 
the kings of Syria, who held the Jews in fub- 
jeflion ; but thefe laft gained the fenate of 
Rome by their ^refents and fubmifiive beha- 
viour. The wars, which the Romans were 
waging in Afia Minor, Teemed to promife a 
long refpite to this unhappy people ; but hardly 
bad Jerufalem begun^ to enjoy the leaft degree 
©f liberty, when it was rent by civil wars, and 
rendered much more miferable under its jDbadows 
of kings, than ever it had been in ail the va- 
rious kinds of flavery in which it had been in- 
volved. 

The better to compofe their inteftmc com- 
' motions, th^y chofe the Romans for their um- 
pires. Moft of the kingdoms of Afia Minor,, 
of the fo^uthern part of Africa, and of three 
B 6 fourtIis> 
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fourths of Europe, already acknowledged the 
Romans for their lords and fovereigns. 

Pompey came into Syria tO' adminifter juftice 
to the different nations, and to depofe forne 
petty tyrants* Being irapofed upon by Arifto- 
bulus, who contended for the fovereignty of 
Jerufalem, he avenged himfelf both on him 
and his party* He took the cky, hanged fome ' 
of the moft fedkious, whether priefts or Pha- 
rifees, and, long after that, condemned Arifto- 
bulus, the king of the Jews, to undergo a ca- 
pital punifhment* 

7'be Jews, always wTerehed, always flaves,, 
and alw’^ays rebellious, drew upon them once 
more the Rgman arms. Craflus and CalTius 
were fent to chafl-ife them j and Mete]] us Scipio 
cau fed one Alexander, a fon of king Ariftobu- 
lus, and the author of all thefedifturbances, to^. 
be crucified. 

Under Julius Casfar they were perfedlly quiet 
and peaceable.. Herod, wh^o hath fince become 
famous among us, as well as among them, and 
was for a long time a fimple tetrarch, pur- 
chafed the crown of Judaea from Anthony at a: 
very high price. But Jerufalem refufed to ac- 
knowledge this new king, becaufe he was de- 
feended from Efau, and mot from Jacob, and 
was befides an Idumaean ; and yet this eircum- 
ibance of his being a ftranger was the very thing • 
that induced the Romans to chufe him, the. 
better to curb this feditious people. 

The Romans fupported the king of thek 
own nomination with an army j and Jerufalem 
was once more taken by aflaul t, "‘facked, and 
pillaged. 

Herod, 
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Herod, being afterwards fupported by Au* 
guftus, became one of the moft powerful princeS' 
among all the petty nionarchs of Arabia. He 
repaired Jeruialem, and rebuilt the fortrefs that 
furrounded the temple, for which the Jews had 
fo great a veneration. He even began to build 
the temple anew; butcouldnot bring the work, 
to perfection, for want of money and work- 
men. Hence- it appears, that, after all,. Herod 
was far from being rich ; and that the jews^, 
though fond of their temple;,, were ftlll fonder 
of their money. 

The name of king was merely a favour 
granted by the Romans, and' by no means a title 
of fucceilion : for, foon after Herod^s death,. 
Jud^a was reGliced into the form of a. leiTer 
Roman province, and governed by the pro- 
conful of Syria though the thle of king was^ 
fold, from time to time, for a round fum of 
money, fometimes to a Jew, and fometimes to 
one of another c«5untry ; as it was to x\grippa 
■the Jew, undej the emperor Claudius. 

Berenice, fa famous for having enga. 2 :ed the. 
ajfFeCiions of one of the beft Roman emperors, 
was a daughter of Agrippa. This was the lady 
who, on account of the bad treatment which 
ihe fuffei*ed from hercountrymen, drew upon 
Jerufaltm the vengeance of the Roman arms. 
She demanded jiiftice ; but the fadbions in the 
city prevented her from obtaining her requeft. 
The feditious fpirit of the people carried tbem 
into new excelTes, Cruelty hath, ever been 
their diftinguifhing charadferiflic,. and fevere 
* and exemplary puniftiments their juft lot. 

This memorable fiege, which ended in the 
deftrudlidnof the city, was conduced by Tr- 

tU3. 
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tus and VefpaGan. It is alledged by Jofephns^, 
whofe accounts indeed are moftly exaggerated^ 
that in the courfe of this fliort war^ a niillionof 
Jews and upwards, were put to the fword : no 
wonder that an author, who aiEgns fifteen thou- 
fand inhabitants to every little village, fhouil 
kill a million of men ! what remained of the 
people, were expcfed in the public markets,, 
and every 7^^ ‘ much the fame 

price that is ufualiy paid for the unclean animal 
which they dare not eat. 

In this laft difperfion, they ftill hoped for a 
deliverer, and under the reign of Adrian, whom 
they curfed in their prayers, there arcfe one 
Barcolhebas, who called himfelf a new Mofes,. 
a Shilo, a Chrift. A number of thefe unhappy 
wretches having crowded to his ftandard, which, 
they believed to be facred, were entirely de- 
ilroyed, together with their leader ; and this, 
gave a finifhing ftroke to the fortunes of that 
nation, from which itwasneyer afterwards able 
to recover. The only thing that hath preferved: 
them from utter deftrucllon is their prevailing 
opinion, that barrennefs is a difgrace. There 
are two duties which the Jews confider as the 
moft indifpenfable cf a!! others, namely, the 
getting of money and children. 

From this fhort Iketch, it appears that the. 
Jews have always been either fugitives, or 
free«booters, or Saves, or rebels. At this very 
day they are vagabonds in the earth, and de-» 
tefted by the reft cf mankind ; confident as 
they are, that the heaven and the earth and all. 
its inhabitants were created for them alone. 

It is evident, as well from the fituation of 
Judeaj as from the genius of the people, that 

they 
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they tnufl: ever have been in aftate of fubjeftion. 
Surrounded as they were, by ftroag and warlike 
nations^ which they abhorred,^ they could nei- 
ther “enter into an alliance with them, nor re- 
ceive any protection from them. They cdiild 
not poffibly defend themfelves by a naval force;,, 
having foon i oft the harbour,, which in Solo- 
mon’s time they had in the Red Sea ; and So- 
lomon himfelf having always employed Tyrians 
to build and navigate his Ihips, as well as to 
raife the temple, and his own palace. Hence 
too it appears that the Hebrews were ftrangers 
to induftry, and could never compofe a flourifii- 
ing nation. They had no regular troops, as- 
the Afiyrians, the Medes, the Perfians, the Sy- 
rians and the Romans had. Their artifts and 
peafancs took to arms upon prefiing emergen- 
cies, and of confequence could never form a 
body of brave and warlike troops. Their 
mountains, or ter fpeak more properly, their 
rocks, were neitljer fufSciently high nor fuf- 
ficiently contiguous to defend the entry into^ 
their country.* The greateft part of the nation 
being tranfported to Babylon, to Perfta, or the 
Indies, or fettled in. Alexandria, were top- 
clofely engaged in trade and brokerage to think 
of war. Their civil government, whether re- 
publican, pontifical, monarchical, or reduced, as 
it often was, to a ftate of anarchy, was as im- 
perfeift as their military difeipiine. 

You afk me what was the philofopby of the 
Hebrews. My aniwer fliall be very fliort ; they 
had no philofophy at all. Their iegiflator does 
not fo much as mention the immortality of the 
foul, nor a future ftate of rewards and punifb- 
ments. *Jofephus and Philo Judeus believe that 
^ foula 
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fouls are material. Their doSors admit of cor- 
poreal angels ; and during their abode at Baby- 
lon, they gave thefe angels the fame names 
which the Chaldeans gave them | fuch as Mi- 
chael, Gabriel, Raphael, Uriel. The word 
fatan is of Babylonilh extradion, and is much 
the fame with the Aremanes of Zoroaftero 
The name Afmodeus too is a Chaldean word | 
and Tobias, who lived at Nineveh, is the firft 
that ufed it. It was not till a long time after 
this that the Pharifees broached the dodirine qf 
the immortality of the foul. The Sadducees al- 
ways denied the fpirituality and immortality of 
the foul, as alfo the exiftence of angels ^ and 
yet the Sadducees always communicated with 
the Pharifees; there’ were even fome high 
priefts of the former fedf. This difference of 
opinions in thefe two great bodies was nbt pro- 
ductive of any difturbances. During the latter 
years of their abode at Jerufalem,. the Jews 
were only attached to theif ceremonial Jaw. 
The man who fhould have tailed of pudding 
or rabbit, would have been ftoned ;. but he 
that denied the immortality of the foul, might 
attain to the dignity of high prieft. 

It is commonly fHppofed, that the hatred 
which the Jevv^s bore to alf other nations, was 
owing to their deteftation of idolatry ; but it 
is more probable that it proceeded from the 
barbarous manner in which they extirpated fome 
colonies of the Canaanites, and the indignation 
which the neighbouring nations muft of courfe 
have conceived againft them. As t^iey did not 
know of any other nations but fuch as bordered 
Oil their own country, they imagined that in 
hating thefe they hated the whole eSrth, and 

thiis 
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jthus accuftomed themfelves to become the ge- 
neral enemies of mankind. 

To be convinced that the idolatry of the 
neighbouring nations was not the true caufe of 
their hatreds we need only confult the hiftory 
of the Jewss where we fEall fee that they 
themfelves w^ere frequently idolaters. Solomon, 
facrificed to ftrange godsj nor can we hardly 
find one king after him, that did not permit 
the v/orftiip of their gods, and offer them in- 
cenfe. The province of Ifrael preferved its 
two calves and facred groves, or adored other 
deities. 

This idolatry, of which the Heathens are 
commonly accufed, is a fubjedJ: but little under- 
flood. Perhaps it would be no difficult mat- 
ter to clear the theology of the ancients from 
this afperfion. All civilized nations have ever 
had a knowledge of one fiipreme being, the 
fovereign lord of gods and men. The 
Egyptians themfelves acknowledged a firft prin- 
ciple, which they c^led Knef, and to which 
every thing befidee was fubordinate. The an- 
cient Perfians adored the good principle Qro- 
mafdes, and were very far from facrificing to 
the bad principle Ari manes, whom they con- 
fidered in much the fame light as vve do the 
devil. The ancient Brachmans acknowledged 
one fupreme being. The Chinefe never joined 
any inferior being with the Deity, nor had 
they any idol till the worfiiip of Fohi, and the 
fuperftition of the bonsees corrupted the minds 
of the people. The Greeks and Romans, not- 
withflanding 1?he great number of their gods, 
acknowledged Jupiter as the abfolute fovereign 
of heaven a 4 id earth ; nor does Homer him- 

felf. 
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felf, e\^en in his moft abfurd poetical fi&'onSj 
fo much as once deviate from this truth. He 
always reprefents Jupiter as the only omnipO'- 
tent being, who fends good and evil upon the 
earth, and who by a Angle motion of his eye- 
brows makes both gods and men to tremble. 

It is true they raifcd altars and offered facri- 
iices to other gods ; but then they always con- 
fidered them as of an inferior order, and de- 
pendant on the fupreme being. There is not 
a Angle iniiance, in all the records of antiquity, 
where the name of the fovereign of heaven and 
earth is given to an inferior deity, fuch as to 
Mercury, Apollo, or Mars. The thunder hath 
ever been an attribute of the fupreme lord 
of all. 

The notion of a fupreme being, and of his 
providence and eternal decrees, is to be found 
in the works of all the poets and philofophers. 

In a word, it would perhaps be as unreafonabk 
to fuppoft that the ancient.s equalled their he» 
roes, their genii and inferior deities to that being 
whom they called the father "knd fovereign of 
the gods, as it would be to imagine that we 
confidered faints and angels as equal to the 
deity. 

You farther afk me’ whether the ancient 
philofophers and iegiflators derived their know- 
ledge from the Jev/s, or the Jews from them. 
For an anfwcr to this queltion we mufi: con- 
fult Philo Judeas, who owns that before the 
feptuagint tranfiation of the bible, the books of 
the Jewifli nation were entirely unknown to 
foreigners. Befides, it can hardiy be fuppofed 
shat great and mighty nations fliould borrow j 

. thek I: 
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their laws and knowledge from a handful of 
obfcure Haves. Acid to this, that the Jews 
had no books in the time of Hoziah. Under 
his the only remaining copy of the law 
' was by accident. From the time of the 
Baby'ordiri captivity, they underftood no alpha- 
bet but that of the Chaldeans. They were 
not fu:rrA\s for any art or nianufa(9:ure ; and 
even in the time of Solomon they were obliged 
to hire foreign workmen at a high price. To- 
fuppof: ihat the Egyptians, the Greeks, and 
Pciibns, derived their knowledge from the 
Jews, is to fuppofe that the Romans learned 
their arts and fciences from the Low Britons.. 
The Jews were utterly unacquainted with na- 
tural philcfophy, geometry, and aftrononiy* 
Far from having any public fchools for the 
education of youth, they have not fo much as 
a word to cxprefs that inftitution. The inha- 
bitants of Mexico and Peru regulated their 
year with much greater exaclneis than the 
Jews. Their abod^at Babylon and Alexandria* 
where feme of them might have been fuppofed 
to have acquired a little learning, contributed 
only to improve them in the pradice of ufury. 
They never underftood the art of coining mo- 
ney ; even when they had obtained a permif- 
fion for that purpofe from Anticxrhus Sidetes, 
it was four or five years before they could avail 
themfelves of it; and after ail it is alledged that 
the money was coined at Samaria. Hence it 
is that Jewifli medals are fo rare, and th;u moft 
of them are fp^^rious. In a word, afiLer the 
moft exad ferutiny, you will find the Jews to 
be an ignorant ana barbarous people* who have 
^ long 
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long joined the rnoft fordid avarice to moil 
abominable fnperftition^ and to an implacable 
hatred of all other nations, among which, 
however, they are allowed to refide, and to 
acquire immenfe fortuneSp And ye: we do 
not think they ihould be committed to the 
flameso” 
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CONSTANTINE and JULIAN. 

I^F all the ages that fucceeded the reign ©f 
Auguftus, that of Conftantine is the moft 
remarkable. The mighty innovations which he 
introduced into the world, wnll render his name 
famous to the latefl: pofterity. He began, it 
is true, by reviving the fpirit ofbarbarity. Not 
only were there no Ciceros, no Horaces, no 
Virgils to be found ifi his reign ; there were 
not even any Lycans or Senecas ; not one 
judicious or faithful hiftorian 5 nothing was to 
be feen but fufpedied fatires,or more dangerous 
panegy ricks. 

The Chriftiansbegan^about this time to write 
hiftory ; but took neither Livy nor Thucydides 
for their model. The profeflors of the ancient 
religion of the empire wrote with as little ele- 
gance of ffile, and as little regard to truth. 
The two parties, inflamed with mutual rancour, 
loaded each other with the grofleft and moft 
undiftinguifliii^ abufe j and hence it is that we 
find the fiime man foinetimes exalted into a 
God, and fo|netimes degraded into a devil.' 
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The Romans began vifibly to decline in all 
the polite fciences, and even in the loweft me- 
chanic arts, as well as in virtue and eloquence, 
after the reign of Marcus Aurelius, He was 
the laft emperor of the Stoic fe<9 : 5 a fe 6 i: that 
raifes man above himfelf, by making him fe- 
vere to his own failings, and compalTionate to- 
wards the failings of others. After the death 
of this truly philofophic emperor, all was tyran- 
ny and confufion. The foldiers' frequently dif- 
pofed of the imperial crown. The fenate fell 
into fuch contempt, that in the time of Galien 
a law was enaSed exprefly prohibiting the fe- 
nators from following a military life. We find 
atone and the fame time no lefs than thirty 
leading men, each at the head of a party, af- 
fuming the title of emperor, in thirty different 
provinces. About the middle of the third cen- 
tury, the barbarians poured in from all quarters 
upon the empire, which was already torn in 
pieces by inteftine broils, and which, never- 
thelefs, maintained itfelf for feme time by the 
mere force ofdts military c^fcipline. 

During thefe commotions chriftianity gained 
ground by degrees, efpecially in Egypt and Sy- 
ria, and on the borders of Afia Minor, The 
Romans admitted of jail kinds of religion, as 
well as, of ail forts of phiiofophical feels. They 
permitted the worfhip.of Ofiris ; and, notwith- 
ftanding their frequent revolts, they even grant- 
ed the Jews fome very confiderable privileges. 
But the people in the provinces rofe againft 
the Chriftians, who were likewife perfecuted 
by the magiftrates ; and evei> imperial edidls 
were frequently publifhed againft them. Nor 
ought we to wonder that chriftianity was held 
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in fuch general deteftation, whilft fo many other 
kinds of religion were tolerated. The Egyp- 
tians, the Jews, and the votaries of the Syrian 
goddefs, and of fuch a multiplicity of other f 

ftrange gods, never declared open war againft 1 

the gods of the empire, nor ever exclaimed 
againft the prevailing religion j . but one of 
th^e firft duties of a chriftian was to extirpate 1 

the eftablifhed religion of the empire. The * 

heathen priefts complained loudly of the great 
diminution of facrifices and offerings ; and the i., 

people, always headftrong and fanatical, rofe ' 
againfl the Chriftians, who were neverthelefs 
protedled by ieveral emperors. Adrian forbad | 

the Romans to moleft them on any account, | 

Marcus Aurelius gave ftridf orders that they 
fliould not be perfecuted on the fcore of reli- :: 

gion, Caracalla, Heliogabalus, Alexander, : 

Philip, and Galien, allowed them an entire li- 
liberty of confcience. In the third century ; 

they had public churches, which were very 
magnificent, and crowded with hearers j and fa 
great was the lijfeerty they enjoyed, that they 
held no lefs than fixteen councils in the courfe 
of this century. The road to pofts of honour 
being fhut againft the firft Chriftians, who 
were moftly of an obfcure extrafiion, they ap- 
plied them^lves to commerce, and by that 
means acquired immenfe fortunes. This hath 
ever been the refource of all thofe feflaries who 
are difqualified for enjoying any poft in the : 

ihte; fuch as the Calvinifts .in France, the ^ ■ 

Non-conformifts in England, the CathoHcks 
in Holland,«the Armenians in Perfia, the Ba- 
nians in India, and the Jews in every part of 
the globe.^ At Isft the toleratioA became unu- ' 

limited^ 
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The Romans began vifibly to decline in all 
the polite fciences, and even in the lowefl: me» 
chanic arts, as well as in virtue and eloquence, 
after the reign of Marcus Aurelius^, He was 
the kft emperor of the Stoic fe<9: ; a fefl that 
raifes man above himfelf, by making him fe- 
vere to his own failings, and compafhonate to^ 
wards the failings of others. After the death 
of this truly philofophic emperor, all was tyran- 
ny and confufion. The foldiers' fi'equently dif- 
pofed of the imperial crown. The ienate fell 
into fuch contempt, that in the time pf Galien 
a law* was enacted exprefly prohibiting the fe- 
nators from following a military life. We find 
at one and the fame time no lefs than thirty 
leading men, each at the head of a party, af- 
fuming the title of emperor, in thirty different 
provinces. About the middle of the third cen- 
tury, the barbarians poured in from all quarters 
upon the empire, which was already torn in 
pieces by inteftine broils, and w’hich, never- 
thelefs, maintained itfeK* for fome time by the 
mere force of -its military 4ifcipline. 

During thefe commotions chriftianity gained 
ground by degi^es, efpecially in Egypt and Sy- 
ria, and on the borders of Afia Minor, The 
Romans admitted of jail kinds of religion, as 
well as,of all forts of philofophicai feds. They 
permitted the worfliip. of Ofxris ; and, notwith- 
ftanding their frequent revolts, they even grant- 
ed the Jews fome very confiderable privileges. 
But the people in the provinces rofe againft 
the Chriftians, who were likewife perfecuted 
by the magiftrates ; and even^ imperial edids 
were frequently publifhed againft them. Nor 
ought we to wonder that chriftianity was held 
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in fuch general deteftation, whilft fo many other 
kinds of religion were tolerated. The Egyp- 
tiansj the Jews, and the votaries of the Syrian 
goddefsj and of fuch a multiplicity of other 
Srange godsj never declared open war againft 
the gods of the empire, nor ever exclaimed 
againft the prevailing religion ^ but one of 
the tirft duties of a chriftian was to extirpate 
the eftablifired religion of the empire. The 
heathen priefts complained loudly of the great 
diminution of facnfices and ofFerings ; and the 
people, always headftrong and fanatical, rofe 
againft the Chriftians, who were neverthelefs 
protefted by feveral emperors. Adrian forbad 
the Romans to moleft them on any account- 
Marcus Aurelius gave ftricfc orders that they 
fliould not be perfecuted on the fcore of reli- 

f ion. Caracalla, Heliogabalus, Alexander^ 

hilip, and Galien, allowed them an entire li- . 
liberty of confcience. In the third century 
they bad- public churches, which were very 
magnificent, and crowded with hearers; and fo 
great was the iifcerty they enjoyed, that they 
held no lefs than fixteen councils in the courfe 
of this century. The road to pofts of honour 
being fhut againft the firft Chriftians, who 
were moftly of an obipure extraction, they ap- 
plied themfelves to commerce, and by that 
means acquired immenfe fortunes. This hath 
ever been the refource of all thofe feftaries who 
are di (qualified for enjoying any poft in the 
ftate ; Inch as the Calvinifts in France, the 
Non-conformifts in England, the Catholicks 
in Hoiland,*the Armenians in Perfia, the Ba- 
nians in India, and the Jews in every part of 
the globc.^ At laft the toleration became un- 
limited^ 


24 the A Cy E of 

limiteJj and the fpirit of the governmeilt grew 
fo gentle, that the Chriftians were admitted to 
all kind of honours and dignities. They did 
not facrifice to the gods of the empire : the 
Romans never concerned themfelves whether 
they went to the temples or not ; they allowed 
every one a full liberty of confcience with re- 
gard to religious duties, and no body was ob- 
liged to perform them. The Chriilians enjoyed 
the fame liberty with others; and fo true is it, 
that they attained to pofts of honour, that in 
303, we find Dioclefian and Qalerius depriving 
them of this advantage in that perfecution, which 
we fliall have occafion to mention in the 
fequel. 

We ought tQ adore the divine providence in 
all its ways ; but according to your orders, I 
confine myfeJf to political hiftory. 

One Manes in the reign of Probus, and a- 
bout the year 278, broached a new religion in 
Alexandria. This feet was compofed of the an- 
cient principles of the Perfians, and of fome 
doctrines of Chriftlanity. Pi%bL?s and his fuC' 
celFor Carus, let Manes and the Chriftians live 
in peace. Numerien gave them a full liberty of 
confcience. Dioclefian protected the Cfirifti- 
ans, and tolerated the Manichseans for twelve 


« His firft name was Cnvbicus, and !:is rank in Hfe that 
of a ilave to a widow, by whom he was adopted. At 
her death he afiTumed the name of Manes, pretended to be 
an apofUe of Jefus Chrift, and even the Holy Ghoft, He 
taught the good and evil principies of the magi, and the 
tranfmigration of fouls : he denied the refurredlrion, and 
forbad marriage. In a word, his dodlrihes are compofed 
of a great number of abfurdities, borrowed from the re- 
ligion of the Jews, Perfians, and other 

years ; 
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jj’ears; but in 296 he ifliied out an edi8: againfl: 
the Mariichasans, and baniflied them as ene- 
mies to the empire, and friends to the Perfians. 
The Chriftians were not comprehended in this 
edidl, but continued to live in peace under Di- 
oclefian, and to make open profelBon of their 
religion in every part of the empire, till the 
two laft years of that prince^'s reign. 

In order to finifti the pi6ture which you de- 
fire me to draw, I muft here beg leave to give 
you afhort account of the ftate of the Roman 
empire at this period, Notwithftanding the 
violent fliocks which it had lately fuftainecl,, 
as well from internal commotions, as from the 
incLirfions of the barbarians, it ftill compre- 
hended all that is now pOiiciTed by the grand 
fignor, except Arabia, all the German domi- 
nions of the houfe of Auftria j and indeed all 
the provinces of Germany as far as the Elbe, 
It likewife contained Italy, France, Spain, 
E,ngland, half of Scotland, all Africa, to the 
d'^fert of Dara, an’d even the Canary ifles. 
And yet thefc #extenfive and widely diftant 
countries were -all held in fubjeclion by an 
army not near fo eonfiderable as what France, 
or Germany, when engaged in war, ufiialiy 
fend into the field., , . 

This mighty empire continued to gather 
flrength; and even an increafe of territory fromi 
the time of Caefar, to that of Theodof us, as 
well by its laws, its policy- and acts of gene- 
rofity, as by the force of its arms and the ter- 
ror of its name. It is ftill matter of great fur- 
prize, that n 8 t one of the many nations that 
were conquered by the Romans, hath ever been 
able, fincc^he recovery of their liberty, either 
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to njake fuch large and fpacious roads, or to 
build fuch magnificent amphitheatres and pub- 
3ic baths as were leitthem by their conquerors. 

. Countries now almofr reduced to deferts, and 
over-run with barbarity, were then populous, 
and blefied with a regular government ; fuch 
as Epirus, Macedonia, Th^iraiia, Illyria, Pan- 
nohia, and efpccialiy Alia IVimor, and the bor- 
de-s of Africa. It muft ee owmed indeeo that 
Germany, France, and England, were farfrom 
beimr then v.^hat they are at prefent. Ibisie 
three countries feenred to have gamed molt by 
the recovery or their liberty; and yet it has 
required near twelve countries to put them 
into the fiouriihing condition in wnich they 
now. are. But with regard to all the relt, U 
jnuil be acknowledged that they have lOit 
oreatlv bv changing their laws and malters. 

■ The fulns^ of Afia Minor and of Greece, the 
fca.nty number of inhabita.nts that is now to be 
-found in Egvpt, and the.- barbarity that over- 
ftreads AfrmV, are Handing monuments- of the 
■Roman grandeur. The man;^' flounfbing towns 
with which thefs countries were once covered, 
are now changed into wretched villages ; and 
even the' very foil has growm barren under the 
hands of its ftupid and brutlfe inhabitants. 

But I muft now endeavour to give you a 
few remarks on the reign ofDiocldian, who 
was one of the moft powerful emperors that 
ever fwayed the Roman feepter, ana has been 
*be fubjea bf much panegynckj and or mueft 
iatjre. i 
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!%, F T E S. f::i’'era] weak or tjmnnical vQ)gus^ 

Rome at lafi: ibuiid a good emperor iii 
Probu?, who was nevertheleis nuirdered by the 
legions. They chcfe in bis place one Carusj 
who was killed by a thunderbolt not far from 
the Tigris, as be was making war upon the 
Perikns. His icm Nume-ian was immediately 
proclaimed by the foldiers. Hiftorians tell ijs,> 
find with an air of great gravity too, that this 
ycuth deplored the death of his lather with luch, 
floods of tears a? alnioil: deprived him of his 
fight I ai?d that In making a campaign, he was 
• ever after obliged to be furrounded with four 
curtains He y/as killed in his bed by his father- 
in-law Apei'j who afeended the throne in his 
place. Bat a Gaulifn druid having foretold 
that Dioclefian, one of the generals of the 
army, fhould becontc emperor immediately after 
having hilled j^wild boar, which in Latin is 
called Aper, that general alTembled the army, 
killed Aper with his ov\m hand. In pre fence of 
the foldiers, and thus accomplifiied the .druid’s 
prediCLicn. The hiftcrlans who relate this 
oracle as an undoubted favSr, deferve to be fed 
^vith the fruit of the tree which the druids fo 
greatly revere^. Certain it is,Diocle{ian killed 
the emperor’s father-in-Iavr ; and this it feenas 
was his firft title to the throne.. The fecond 
was, that Nuni^rian had a brother called Ca* 
rinus, who^was likewife emperor, and w^ho 
having oppofed the elevation of DiocIefia% 

^ That is acorns. 

c % 
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was killed by one of his own military tribunes-. 
Such were the claims which DiocLfian had to 
the crown ; and for a long time indeed no other 
were regarded. 

He was a native of Dalmatia^ and born In 
the little town of Diocla^aj fi'oni which he took 
liis name. If what is aliedged be true, that 
his father was a common labourer, and that 
he himfelf in his youtly was the Have of a cer-- 
tain fenator, called Anuliniis, it is the highefc 
compliment that can be paid to his mern-ory^ 
inafinuch as he mail have owed his elevaiion en- 
tirely to bisown merit; for it is evident that he 
gained the efteem, and conciliated the affciilions 
of the foldiers to fuch a degree, as to make 
them 'forget his birth, and raife him to the 
throne. Laclantius, a .chriftian author, but a 
little too partial, pretends to afErm that , Dio- 
clefian was th-e greateib coward in the empires 
i3ut it is extremely improbable, that the llo- 
?nan foldiers fhould chufe'a coward for their 
emperor, and that this cowariAould have paf- 
fed through all the different ranks of the army, 
Ladfantius, no doubt, is much to be commended 
for 'his pious zeal againft a heathen emperor^ 
though it were to be wiflied that he had been 
a little more • prudent in his manner of ex- 
-jrreOing it^’ 

He kept tkefe fierce foldiers, who made and 
unmade their emperors with equal eafe, in a 
dlate of order and fubjedtion for twenty years; 
which is another proof, notwithilanding all 
;|:bat Ladilantius hath faid to the ^^ontrary, that 
he was as great a prince as he was a brave 
foldier. Under his government the empire foan 
recovered its former fplendour. The Gauls, 

the 
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the Africans, the Egyptians, and the Engliili^ 
who feverally revolted, were all reduced to their 
former allegiance to the Roman empire ; and 
the Peifians were entirely fubdued. Such 3. 
conftant courfe of fuccefs abroad, and a more 
nappy adminiftration at home 5 laws equally 
humane and wife, as may ftill be feen. in the 
Juftiiiiaa code j R.ome, Milan, Autun, Nico- 
media, and Carthage, embelliilied by his mu- 
nincence, all conipired to procure him the 
love and efteem of both the eaftern and weilerii 
parts of the empire ; fo that two hundred and 
forty years after his death, the firfi: year of hi'; 
reign was confidered as the common rern,. in 
the fame manner as the foundation of Rome 
had formerly been*. This is what is ufually 
called the jera of Diocleiian-. Some afredf to 
call it the asra of the martyrs : but that is an 
eiTcr of at leaf!: eighteen years ; for it is indif- 
putably certain that Diocleiian did not perfe- 
cute a fingle Chriftian for the firft eighteen 
years of his reign. f)a the contrary, one of the 
firft things he d^d, after afeending the throne, 
was to grant a company of the pretorian 
guaz'ds to a Chriftian, called Sebaftian, who 
is like wife to be found in the catalogue of 
faints. , 

Fie 'was not afraid to admit a colleague .on the 
throne, in the perfon of a ft)ldi‘cr of fortune 
like himielf. This was a friend of his- own, 
one Maximilianus Hercules. The firnilarity 
of their fortunes was the foundation of their 
friendihip. Maximilianus Hercules was han't 
of mean and«f)oor parents, and like Dioclefian, 
had raifed himfelfby his courage. Somepeopicr 
have feund^ fault with Maximilianus for ai- 
C 3 , fuming 
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Cnmln?- llifi iurnaiTs'; of rlcrculi:^, and •wirii Ui" 

inr t.;:ksnix th.^: oi jovujb ; 

" .1 thv ckiT'Vnun tn 

jr.enjDer^r.;: --s---*- , J , 

tn. r.a:-e of and cu:nenb v...v> a.. 

calkdCajhr cr 

l>vicc.U'iran creaic^ 

.* /T . I,, t-vinan'ieu Cj-isi- 

nm was ario.uti ^ r,-? 

leniis, '.vho ,,,,; 


ihirk tl'.at Diockiian, 


an 


n: 


One would ik.? 

'hau’rbty and iupcrcinous ^ ^ ,. 

and "the flrit that irrrocaced tne 
killing ihe emperoksjcet, ■■•V'";V:1 

the throne ot the Cicjars v.ntn 
irjeaneft cxtraciion, i* duve and .d-o p^x....*.o. 
■were now at the head ot tiiC cni.uj-Cj^ 
DOtwitVi}anding, was never in 
ing condition. • ^ ^ 

of illuihious binh, beir.g by n;s mt=ta^r the 

princes was the emf'.re govuned. _ _ 

Clarion might have produced lOur 
the fpace of one year; out 
fo well how to overawe hiS cousagues, ui.i. 
'always obliged them to pay him a pr.,.;.‘-i ^.■.i- 
pea, and to live in harmony among memie.vcs. 

Thefe princes, though dignmed wicn tne r-.-ny 

title of :CjEfars, were in reality ^no more Lnau 
his prime minifters. Vve even imu mm treui- 
ing them with all the authoiuy ot ah 
iov^rsign j - for when C-eSlar CraliurLiSj ho 
beenbeatby thePerfians, came to Me^fopotaroia t® 


# Jovius was no more thsn a Latin trariilaticn of ms 
^reek name Diodes* • 
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giv£ him an account of his defciit:, he left him 
to walk for a ?iiilc together by the fhle of Ihs 
chariot, and did not receive him into hivcur^ 
till he had repaired' his fault and retrieved hl^ 
misfortune. 

This Galcrius had the good fortune toco in 
the {l:ccecding year 297, in a very % lai man- 
ner. He beat the king of Perfia in pe!■^b!^^ 
'I'heie kings ofPerna had never iinco the bat- 
tle cfAibcIia, been cared oftliefciiy of briiig- 
ing their wives, their daughters, and eunuchs 
to the held. Galerius took the king of ikrrhak 
wife and family, as Alexander had done be- 
fore, and treated vhem with the linn e ref pect-. 
’The peace wzs as glorious as the vidnvry.. 
'Fhe Perfians ceded live provinces to the Ro- 
mans, extendiiTg from the ihndy ddbrts of Pal- 
myra to Armenia. 

Dioclefian and Galerkis went to Rome to 
exhibit a new kind oftriurr.ph* I'his was the 
Hrfc time that ever the Remans had feen the 
wife and children <»of a Perilan monarch iiS: 
chains. The empire enjoyed peace and plenty.. 
Dioclefian viiited all the provinces, and went 
from Rome to Egypt, Syria, and Aha Minor-., 
His ufual refidence was not at Rome, but at 
Nicomedia, near the Euxine fca^ whether it 
was that he had chofen this place the more nar- 
rowly to watch the motions of the Perfians and 
Barbarians, or from an attachment to a retreat 
which he himfelf had einbelli'ihed. 

It was in the midft of tbcfe fuccefies tliat 
Galerius began to perfecute the Chriffians.- 
Why had tljey been allowed to live in peace 
fo long? and why were they now perferuted? 
Eufebius fiiys, that one Marcellus a cesituriori 
* ^ 4 : 
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of Trajan’s legion j which was then in Mauri- 
tania, happening to a£ift with his company at 
a feaft that was given on account of the vic- 
tory obtained by Galerius, threw dov^m his mi- 
litary belt,, his arms, and his bundle of vine- 
branches, which was the badge of his office.;, 
faying aloud that he was a Chriftian, and that 
he would ferve Pagans no longer. The de- 
ferter was capitally punifhed by a council of 
war j and this is the firfl: avowed inftance of 
that famous perfecuticn. Certain it is, there 
were many Chriitians in the S.oman army; 
and the intereft of the ftate required that fuch 
a public defertion fhould not pafs unpunifhed, 
Marcel! us’s zeal, no doubt, was extremely pi« 
ous ; but unhappily it was far from being rea- 
fonable. If in this feaft, which was given in 
Mauritania, the guefts eat any kinds of meat 
that had teen oftcred to heathen gods, the law 
did not command Marcellus to partake with 
them ; but neither furely did chriftianity com- 
mand him to give an example of /edition; 
and there is no country in the v/orld where 
fuch an inexcufable aSion would not be fevere- 
Jy punifhed. 

Neverthelefs, after "this adventure of Mar- 
cellus, it does not appear that the Chriftians 
undervvent any frefli perfecudon till the year 
303. At Nicomedia they bad a fuperb cathe- 
dral, oppofite the palace, and even higher than 
it. Hiftorians do not irdorm us why Galerius 
demanded of Diocleiian the inftant demolition 
of this church; but they tell us that Diocle- 
fian was a long time in coming to refolution ; 
and that it was alrrioft a year before he would give 
his confent» After this, is it not^Toniewhat 

■ ■ ftrange 



Gf DIOCLESIAR. 3j 

Grange that Dioclefian fhoald be called a per- 
feculor r at laft in 303 the church was demo- 
lilhed, and an edict pubiifJied,. depriving the* 
Chriilians of ail marks of honour, and of all- 
places of truft. From the very circurnffaiicc 
of their being deprived of thefe, k is evident 
that they once poffeiTed them. Some Chri- 
ftlan or other was fo fooli& as to pull -dov/11. 
the imperial edi£t from the poll to whiGh it was- 
affixed, and publicly tear it in pieces*. This 
fdrely could not proceed from' 2 principle of re- 
ligion ; but froni a fpirit of rebellion. Hence- 
it is probable that an. indifcreet zeal, and’ whiciv 
In the language of fcripturc, was not according, 
to- knowledge,, occafioned this fatal perfecution. 
Some time after^ the palace of Galerius was^ 
burnt; Galerius accufed the ChrlOians ©{'hav- 
ing fet fire to it ; and they,, in their turn, ac- 
cufed him of having done it himfelf in order to> 
.find a pretext , for blackening their charafter. 
The accufatJon. v/hich Galerius brings again ft 
the ChriflLins feems be unjuft; that which, 
they bring agiiinft him is no lefs fo ; for the^ 
edict being already piiblifiied, what need had he 
of a nav/ pretext? if, in fadl, he wanted new 
argumeat .3 to engage Dioclefian in. a perfecu- 
tion,. that would oniy be a frefli proof of Di- 
oclefian’s averfion to a-bandon- the Chriftians> 
whom he had always protecled'A as it would 
plainly ftiew that new motives were necefiary^ 
to pufn him on to violent meafures^ 

It cannot be denied that there were man)r 
Chriilians put to the torture In the empire 
but we can hardly reconcile with the lenity of 
the Roman laws all thofe e7<quiu.te torments. 
and mutilations, thofe plucked out tongues^ 

• G 5 ' ' thofe 
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thole mangled and broiled limbs, and tbofe 
public infults upon niodeftyj inconfiitent with 
common decency, which we every where read 
of. No Roman lav/ ever enjoined fuch pu- 
niihmcnts. The populace indeed, from their 
hatred .to the Chriftians, might pofHbly be 
carried to the commiiiion of fome fcocking 
cruelties ; but we do not find that thefe cruel- 
ties had the fianciion ,, either of the emperor or 
the fen ate. 

Ths juft grief of the Chriftians probably 
vented itfelf in exaggerated complaints. The 
Acta Sincera inform us, that when the emperor 
was at Antioch, the pretor condemned to the 
fianies a Cbriftian child called Remain ; and 
that the Jews, who were prefent at the exe- 
cution, wickedly fell a laughing, and faid,. 

bad once three children, Shadrech, Me- 
fhech, and Abednego, who were not burnt 
though caft into the fiery furnace-, but thefe 
chriftians burn faft enough.'* But, to the utter 
confufion of the Jews, a •heavy iliowcr of rain 
fbl! at that very inftant, ancf^extinguirned the 
pile, and the boy came out of it, faying,. 

where then is the fire?” The Acia Sin- 
cera add, that the emperor gave him Ifis Hie; 
but that the judge ordered Lis tongue to be 
cut out. But is it credible tnat a 'udge farulu 
cut out the tongue of a bov -o whom the em- 
peror had granted a pardo.n ? 

But what follovvs is ftili more furprifing. *7'is 
pretended, that an oldichriiiian phytic: ■•n, called 
Ari'fton, who happened to be prefeiit wiih his 
stnatomical -knife, cutout the tongue, in 
Order' to make his"' court to the pretor. Little 
Romaih was immediately fenc to^prilbr^,? and 


Of DIO CLESTAK- 




the jailer afked him the news. . irhc child p:ave 
him a lono; account of the manner in which 


the old 


had cut out his tono-uc. It 


muir be obfervcd, that, before the operation^ 
the bo;/ itajnmered greatly in his fpeech ; but 
that he now (poke with furpriling volubility- 
The iailer did not fail to acquaint the emperor 
wdtii this miracle. The old phyiician was lent 
for, and examined : he iwore that he had per- 
formed the operaticii according to the rules of 
art, and ihewed them the child’s tongiiCj wliich 
he bad kept in a box os a (acred relick. Give 
me hdl man that coaiCG in, fnvs he: I will 


Cl'-: oc:; his ;ongue in your majefiry's prelcnce^, 
and then you lhail ibe whether or not he can: 
fpeak.’^ The propofal wzs accepted, and 
poor man pitched upon for the purpefe, T'he 
phyTiciun cut out as much of his tongue as be 
had done of the boys, and the man- expired ia 
an icibint. 


I am willing to believe that the Aces- 
which relate this are as iincere as their 

title imports; but iurely they are more llrnple 
than fiacerc : and it . is idrangc that Fleury, ia 
bis EcclefiafHcal Hifiory, fhould relate fuch a 
prodigious liuraber of the like fliCts, which are 
more apt to occaflon Icandal man. to promote 
edification. 


You mn/fif further obferve, that in g'oy, when; 
k is alkdgcd ■ that Dioclciian was preient at 
this pre-ty adventure, he was acfually at Rome,, 
and ipent the whole year in Italy. It is pre- 
tendcvi that It was a.t Kome, and even in the- 
Cinperor's pjrdbncej that St. Geneftir?, the co- 
mcdiiut, was converted on the (lige, as iie was 
playing a comedy againft the Chridiaias- This^ 

• C 6 coiinc- 
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comedy plainly fliews, that the tafte of Plautus 
and Tei'ence was then extindf. What is now 
called comedy, or Italian farce, feem to have 
taken its rife in thofe times, St. Geneftus 
sdled a fick perfon. The phyfician afked him 
what was his difeafe, 1 feel myfelf too 
heavy,’* fays Geneftus. Would you chufe 
to be pared a little,” fays the phyfician, to 
make you more light?” No,’" replies Ge- 
.neftus^ but I will die a Chriftian, that fo I 
may be raifed with a handfome fiiape.” Upon 
which the a61:ors, dreffed like prieifs and con- 
jurers, came to baptize him. At that inirant 
Geneftus became a Chriftian ; and, mftead of 
iinifaing his part, began to preach to the em- 
peror and the people. This miracle is iikewifc 
contained in the Acia Sincera. 

Certain it is, there were many real martyrs 5 
but it is equally certain, that the provinces were 
not deluged with blood, as is commonly fup- 
pofed. Mention is made of about two hundred 
martyrs that fufi’ered in theiwdnole extent of the 
Reman empire, during the laft years of Dio- 
.cleftaifs reig-n ; and it appears, even from the 
letters of Conftantine himfelf, that Diock-rian 
had a lefs ikare in this pe-rFecution than Gale- 
xius 


Ncverthelefs he 53 fakl to have entered fo esgerly into 
the fpirli of this perfecution, chat he caufed trephies to be 
crefted, with inferiptioRs (fome of them /fill extant in 
Spain) imperting, that !ie had extended the Roman em- 
pire both in cbe Eaft and V/efl, cxtinguifiied the name oi 
the-Ohnftians, who had embiuiied tfu republic^ abolidied 
their fuperRition over ait the eaith, and '^au^mented the 
worGitp of Che gods* 

■: ■■ ■ . i Dio- 
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Dioclefian fell lick in the courfe of this year^ 
and, finding his ftrength impaired, was the firfi: 
that gave the world an example of abdicating 
an empire ; though it is hard to fay whether 
this abdication was voluntary or forced. IVhat 
is certain is, that, having recovered his health, 
he lived nine years after, equally honoured and 
undifturbed, in his country-hotife at Salona, the 
place of his birth. He was wont to lav, that 
he had never begun to live till- the day of his 
retirement 5 and, when preiled to remount the 
throne, he declared, that it was not worth the 
tranquillity he now enjoyed; and that he took 
more pleature in cultivating his garden, tharsL 
he had ever done in governing the world. 
What is the natural inference from all thefe 
fadts ? Is it not that, notwithftanding his many 
failings,^ he reigned like a great emperor, and 
died like a philofopher ? 


Of' con STAN tine. 

A t prefentl do;iot mean to fpeak of that 
confufion which overfpread the empircj 
after the abdication of Dioclefian. Upon his 
death, there were no lefs than fix emperors at 
once. Confiantine triumphed over them all; 
changed the religion of the empire ; and was 
the author not only of that grand revolution, 
but likevvfif^ of all the other innovations that 
have fiiice taken place in the Weft. You 
want to ^no*w his real characxej*. Aik it 

3 . j«' 
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Julian, of Zozimus,. of Sozomenus, and of 
Vi-£^or. They will tell you, that, at firft, he 
was a great prince > afterwards a public robber ^ 
and, laft of all, a voluptuary, a debauchee, and 
a prodigaL They will paint him as an ambi- 
tious^ cruel,, and blood-thirfcy tyrant* But aflc 
it, on the other hand, of Eufcbi us, of Gregory 
of Nazianze, and. of Lactaiitius, and they 
will tell you, that he was a man poffefled of 
every virtue. Between thefe two extremes, 
how fliali we difeover the truth r By well- 
vouched facis, and by tiiefe alone. He had a 
father-in-law 5 him he obliged to hang himfelf. 
He had a brother-in-law ; him he itrangled* 
He had a hephevs?^, of twelve or thirteen years 
of age; his throat he cut. He had a fon and 
heir; his head he took off. He had a wife; 
and her he fiiiled in a bath f- An old French 
author fays, that he loved to make a clean 
houfe/’ 

If to., thefe ciomefric crimes you add, that 
happening. to be one dHy<^^runti]ig a band of 
Franks that inhabited the banks of the RblnCy 
and having taken their kings, who were pro- 
bably of the family of our Pharainond and Clo- 
dion the Hairy, he expofed them to wild bealis 
for his diveriion ; you may then lafely conclude,, 
that he was not the mcit hmnane and polite- 
man irtjhe world. 

■Let us now take a curfory view of the pria» 
cipal. events of his reign. Kis, father, Con- 
Chloriis, was in England, where lie 
had borne the tide of emperor lor a few months*. 


, ' .i f We have, in another made fome remarks o:a 

heavy charge, 

• Cou- 
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Conftantine was at Nicomedia wit}i the em- 
peror Galerius, from whom he ail<ed leave ta 
go and vifil his father, who was fick. Gale- 
rius granted his reqaeil; and Conftantine fee 
out on the poii-horfes of the empire, which, 
were called Veredarii. It was no lefs danger- 
ous, it feems, to be a pofir-hoire than to be a 
member of Conftantine’s family ; for the mo- 
ment he had nniihed his journc}', he caufed all 
the horfes to be hamflrung, for fear that Gale- 
rius fliould revoke his permliiion, and order 
him to return to Nicomedia. Finding his. 
father on his death-bed, he procured himfelf to- 
be declared emperor by the few Roman troops- 
thal; were then in England.. 

A Roman emperor chofen at Yoi-k, by five' 
or fix thoiifancl men, could not poflibly be re- 
cognized at Rome as lawfully elected : he 
’wanted, at Jeail:, the formula of femtus popu^- 
iufque Ro?ncim:S. The fenate, the people, and 
the pretorian guards, imanimouily fixed, their 
choice upon Ma:?entiiis, Ton to Caviar Maxi- 
milianas Hercuier., himiclf already aCrefar, and 
brother of that Fa-uib whom Confiantine bad 
married, and afterwards put to death. This. 
.Maxentius is called a tyrant and ufurper by our ' 
hiftorians, who are always fure to fide with, the 
ih'ongeft party. He protedled the heathen reli- 
gion, in oppofition to Conlcantlne, who al- 
ready began to declare for the Chriilians, A 
heathen, and vanquifhed ! how could he fail to- 
be reckoned an abominable wretch? 

Eufebius tells us, that when Conftantine was 
going to .itome to attack Maxendus, both he 
and the whole armyfiiw in the clouds the largo 
l!andard*of the emperors^, called Labarum^ 

mounted- 
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mounted with a large Greek 11, with a Sf. 
Andrew’s Crofs,' and two Greek words^ the 
meaning of which was, By this you lhali 

conquer.” Some authors alledge, that this 
%n appeared at Eefan^on ; others fay that it 
was at Cologn; fome at Treves, and others- 
at Tfoye. Strang:e ! that heaven fh-ould 
plain itfelf in Greek in ali theie different 
countries. It would have been more natura]^ 
at leaft in the judgment of fhort-fighted mor- 
tals, for this fign to have made its appearance, 
in Italy on the day of battle > but then the in-* 
feription muit have been in Latin. A learned 
antiquary, of the name of Laifel, hath refuted, 
the authenticity of this ph^enomenon ; in con- 
fequence of which lie hath been branded with 
the appellation of an infidel. 

After the victory which Conftantinc ob- 
tained, the fenate were not backward in adoring 
the conqueror, and execrating tne memory of 
the conquered. They immediately ftripped the 
triumphal arch cf Marcus Aurelius to adorn 
that of Conftantine, to whorn^ they likewifs 
eredlied a golden ftatue; an ffoncur which, 
before that time, had never been paid to any 
but the gods. This he received, notvvithfrand- 
ing the Labarum; as alio the title of high 
prieflr, which he retained all his life. His firif 
care, according to Nazairus and Zosimus, was 
to extirpate the whole race of the tyrant, to^ 
gether with his principal friends 5 - after which 
he afEfted, with great humanity,, at the fpedta.- 
des and ‘public games. ~ 

The old Dioclefian was then dicing in his 
jretreat at Saloiia. Conftantine need not have 
been in fuch a hiftry to demolifh his ffatue at 

Rome*. 
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Rome., He might have remembered, if he 
pleafed, that this emperor had been his hither’s 
beiiefa^or, and had even been the means of 
raifing him to the throne. Having thus van- 
qulilied Maxentius, his next bufinefs v/as to 
get rid of Licinius, his brother-in-law, who 
was dignified with the title of Augulfus as well 
as himfelf j and Liciniiis, on his part, refolved 
to make away with Conftantine, if he poilibly 
could. But, as their quarrels were not yet 
come to an open rupture, they granted, con- 
jointly, at Milan, in 313, the famous edict of 
liberty of confcience, We give every man,’^ 
fay they, a liberty of following whatever re- 
ligion he pleafes, thtlt fo we may draw down 
the blelTing of heaven upon us and our fub- 
j.e6ts : and we declare, that we have granted 
the Chriftians a free and full permiiEon of pro- 
iefling their religion, provided that every other 
perfon fhail enjoy the fame privileges, that fo 
the peace of our reign may not be difiurbed.’^ ■ 
Conftantine was ilbt as yet aChriitian, any 
more than his colleague Licinius. He had ftill 
another emperor or tyrant to deitroy, one 
Maximinus, a determined pagan. Licinius 
fought Maximinus before he attacked Con- 
flan tine. Heaven ffill more propitious to 
him, than it had ever been to Conftantine 
himfelf. The latter had only the appearance 
of a ftandard ; the former had that of an angel. 
This angel taught him a prayer, by virtue of 
which he muft undoubtedly conquer the bar- 
barian Maximinus. Licinius put the prayer 
in writing, raK:ited it three times to his army, 
and obtained a complete victory . Had this Li- 
cinius, brojber-m-law to Conftantine, enjoyed 

a hap« 
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a happy reign, weftould have heard cf noiliLng 
baf his angel j but Conilantine having caufsd 
him to be hanged, cut iJje throat of his young 
ion, and rendered himudf an ablblutc mvereign, 
we now hear of nothing but of Conilantlne's 
Labarum. 

It is commonly believed that he put his eldeil 
fbn Criipus, and his wife Faufta, to death, the 
fame year that he affembkd the council of Nice, 
Zozimus and Sozomenus pretend, that when 
the heathen priejfts told him that his crimes 
were inexpiable, be immediately nuide opeii 
profeffion of Chriffianity, and demoliilied ft- 
veral temples in the Eail. It is not likely that 
the heathen priefts would negledl fuch a fa- 
vourable opportunity of bringing back to their 
party the high prieft, by whom they had been 
abandoned: and yet there might poiHbly be 
amongft them fome rigid fanaticks; for fuch 
are every where to be found. But, what is 
Hill more furprifing, Conftantine the Chriftian 
underwent no penance fc51- his parricides. It 
was at Rome that he committ^ thefe barbarous 
crimes, and from that time he could never en- 
dure to refide in it : he therefore left itlntirely, 
and went to build the city of Coaffantinoplc. 
How can he- prefume to fay, as he does in one 
of his referipts, that he transferred the feat of 
th® empire to Conftantinople by the exprefs 
orders of God i Is not this at once to mock 
the Deity, and to infult the common fenfe of 
mankind ? Had God given him any orders, 
would it not have been not to allaiHnate his 
wife and fon? 

Dioclelian had fet the example of tranf* 
ferring the feat of the empire towa|:ds the bor- 
ders 


Of CONSTANTINE. 4f 

tiers of Afia. The Romans, enflaved snd de- 
generated as they already were, co-id not en- 
dore the pridc^ the d^iboti fin, and- the effenrh- 
nacy 'of the x^fiaticks. 'I'he errioerors would 
never have dared to introduce the cultOin of 
making their luqecifs ki^ their feet at Rome^ 
nor to fill their palaces wirh crowds of eunuchs* 
Diodeiian began at Nicomed-a to put the Ilo-- 
man court upon the fame footing with that of 
thePerfian n-onarchs^ and Conltantine acconi- 
pliihed the pernicious Rheme at Conftantinople. 
.From that time Roms loft her ancient ibirit,. 
and graduallv fell into decay; and thus Con- 
ftaatinc gave the rnolf fatal blow that ever was 
given to the Rorn;^!! ::nipire. 

Of all the emperors, be was certainly the- 
inoft (Jefpotic. AuguRus had left the Romans, 
at leafl', the iliadow of liberty. Tiberius, and 
even Nero him/elf, had cajoled the fenate and 
..'.the people. But Conftantine was above con- 
defeeruJing to thefe political arts. By difband- 
ing, inimediately upon his elsvattcn to the 
throne, the -brav'"- pretorian foldicrs, who con-, 
ildered thcmrelves as maftersof the Roman e,m«. 
perar3.v he efiablifhed his authorii)^ upon a folid. ■ 
j-bundatio-n. He made an iiitire reparation be- 
tween the fvvord and' &he gown. The deposi- 
taries of the laws, now crufhed by the niili- 
tary power, were, at beft, but eiiil-aved law- 
yers. The Roman provinces w^ere governed on 
a new planch The great aim of Conftantine 


* I'he empire* was divided into four general govern- 
iiientSj each under the authority of a prefeitus pr^aetorii 5 
though he had no power over the troops, the command of 
which %vas gifen to provincial generals^ who had under 

tbea 
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was to be abfolute in every thing ; and. In facf,, 
he was fo both in church and irate. We feb 
him convoking and opening the council of 
Nice j entering atnidft the fathers, covered with 
jewels and adorned with a diadem; taking the 
firil place, and baniihing indifcriminately one 
while Arius, and at another Sr. Athanafius, 
He put himfelf at the head of Chriitianity, 
without being a Chriftian ; for, in thofe times, 
none but fuch as were baptized were difiiii- 
guiihed by that appellation ; io that, in elTect, 
Conifantinc was only a catechumen. Even 
the cuftom of waiting the approach of death, 
in order to be dipt in the water of regenera- 
tion, began to be difcontinued by feme indivi- 
duals. If Confian tine imagined, that, by de- 
ferring his baptifm, he might commit all man- 
ner of crimes- with impunity, in hopes of ob- 
taining a full pardon at laft, it was very un- 
lucky for the reft of the w’-orld, that llich an 
opinion fliould have been put into the head of 
a man fo powerful and defpotic. 


them counts and dukes. Each general government was 
fubdivided into diocefes, the governois of wldch were 
Ailed vicars of the prefedti prsetorii j and ev'ery diocefe was 
compofed of feveral petty provinces, ruled by confulars, 
presidents, or corredlors. This fobdivirion had been hrft 
made by Diocletian, 
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L E T US ruppofe, for a moment^ that 
lian abandoned the heathen for the chrif-^ 
t:ian religion. Let us next confider him as a 
maiij a philofopher, and an emperor; and then 
let us try if we can iind a prince of., a more ex- 
cellent character. Vv^ithin tliefe few years his 
name v;as never mentioned without the epithet 
cf Apoftate ; and it is, perhaps, one of the 
greatefl: efforts of reafon, that w^e have at length 
•ceafed to diftinguifh him by that opprobrious 
appellation. The ftudy of the liberal arts has 
inipired the learned with the fpirit of toleration/ 
Who would believe, that, in one of the num- 
bers of the Paris Mercury in the author 

fhould feverely cenfure a public writer, -for 
being fo much wanti^ig to common decency as' 
to call this emperor Julian the Apoftate/^ 
Had, any one, ah hundred years ago, refufed 
to call him an apoftate, he himfelf would have 
■been fure to incur the imputation of atheifm. 

What is equally certain and furprifing is, 
that if you lay ailde the# coniideration of his 
unhappy change, and neither follow him to the 
chrlftiaii churches, nor the pagan temples; but 
obferve him narrowly in his houfe, in the camp, 
in battle, in his manners, his condudf, and 
writings ; you will iind him equal, in every 
refpe^, to M-^rcus x\urel4us» And hence, per- 
haps, you may be convinced that this man, 
who is commoiily reprefented as an abominable 
wrctchp is *nevertbelefs the firft, or^ at leaft, 

the ' 
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the fecond of luankind. Always fo^ier^ and 
always temperate ; keeping no miftreffcs; lying 
upon a ,i5ear’s Ikin^ and in that, fimple couch 
giving but a few hours to fleep ; dividing his 
time between ftudy and bufnieis; generous, j 
friendly:, and mode it ; had he been a private ' 
man, he would have been the object of univer- 
fa! admiration* 

If we confider him as a hero, we iliall find 
him alv/ays at the head of his troops, re» 
cftablifliing military difcipline without feverity, 

- and equally beloved and rcfpected by his ibl- 
diers ; leading his armies alniofr always on foot, 
and fharing with them, in all their dangers ; 
fuccefsful in all his expeditions; and 'at laft 
■ending his days in gaining a complete vid’ory 
‘Over the Perfiahs. His death was that of a 
hero, and his laft words were tbofe of a philo- 
fopher: I chearfuily fubmit/’ faid be, to 

the eternal decrees of heaven; convinced thut 
he who would wifh to Kve when he muft die, 
is more cowardly than him \fho would wdfli to 
•die when he ought to He continued, 

to his laft hour, to difcourfe on the immorta- 
-lity of the foul. No fruitiefs complaints, no 
unmanly fears be talked of nothing but fub- } 
mifiion/ to the Divine Providence. Conhder, 
now, that the perfon who died thus had been ^ 
■an emperor for thirty-two years, and then lay ' . ^ 
if you ought to-infult his memory. f 

If we view him as an emperor, we find him I 
fefufing the title of dominus^ to which Conftan- J 
■tine afpired ; relieving his ' fubj^cts, dlminilh* ' i 
'Mg the taxes, encouraging the arts, reducing,, ■-.I 
fey enty ounces to three' or fpm hundred J 
'^fearks thofe crowns of gold which his prede- ; -I 
. . ^ ' ceflors,,,;:,'! 
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€^flbr5 exafted from all the towns, enforcing 
the execution of the laws, keeping his officers 
and miniftei's to their duty, and preventing all 
kind of bribery and corruption. 

Tea chrifrian foldiers confpire .. his death : 
they are difcovered, and Julian forgives them. 
TTe people of Antioch, equallv infolent and 
effeminate, infult him : he puniiiies them, v/itli 
his ufual greatnefs of foul j and, capable as he 
was of making them feel the whole weight of 
imperial poVv^'cr, he only makes them fenfible of 
the fuperiority of his genius. Compare with 
this the p un I iliments which Tbeodofius (now 
•almoil: fainted) inflicts at Antioch : all the ciri- 
^icns of Theffalonica butchered, on an cccafion 
of much the fame nature ; and then fay, which 
cf the two men you think the molt virtuous. 

Gregory of Nazianzene, and Theodoret, 
-feeni to confider it as their duty to blacken the 
character of this prince, becauie he abandoned 
the chriftian religioj\; never remembering that 
one of the moft glorious triumphs of this reli- 
gion was to withiland the efforts of a great and 
wife man, after having refifeed fo many tyrants* 
•One of thefe authors fajrs, that he filled An- 
tioch with blood, from a spirit of cruel revenge. 
How could a facf fo,ne*torious efcape the obfer- 
ovation of all other hiftorians ? On the con- 
trary, it is- well known that he fhed no blood at 
Antioch, but the blood of victims. The other 
has the impudence to affirm, that tvhen he was 
juft expiring, he threw his blood againft heaven, 
and exclaimed, Thou haft conquered, O 
'Galilean!’* *How, in the name of wonder, 
jcould fuch 3 ridiculous ftory ever gain credit ? 
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Or IS fuch an actions and fuch words, coii- 
fiftent with the reft of his character? 

But perhaps it may be afked, by men of 
more fenfe than thefedefamers of Julian, how 
it was poflibie for a ftateftnan, a genius, and a 
true philofopher, as Julian confefledly was, to 
abandon Chriftianity, in which he had been 
educated, in favour^ of the heathen, religion, to 
the abfurd and ridiculous nature of wdiich he 
could not be a ftranger ? If Julian, fay they, 
liftened too much to his reafon in examining 
the myfteries of Chriftianity, he ought, one 
would think, to have liftened ftill more to that 
reafon in examining the fables of the heathens. 

Perhaps, by tracing him through the courfe 
of his life, and obferving his charadier with 
greater attention, we fhali be able to difcover 
the true caufe of that ftrong averfion he had to 
Chriftianity. Conftantine, his grand-uncle, 
the firft: emperor that embraced the new reli- 
gion, had embrued bis fe'^nds in the blood of 
his v/ife, his fon, his brother-in-law, his ne- 
phew, and his. father-in-lavv. Conftantine's 
three fons began their bloody reign by butcher- 
ing their uncle and their coufins. From that 
time nothing was to be feen but murders and 
civil wars. Julian’s father and eldeft brother, 
all his relations, and even himfelf, though a 
child, were condemned to death by his uncle 
Confiantius. Happily he efcaped the general 
maftacre. His firft years were paft in exile ; 
and at laft he owed the prefervation of his life, 
his fortune, and the title of Casfer, to the good 
offices of the emprefs Eufebia, wife to his uncle 
Conftantiusj who, after having had the cruelty 
; . ' * ' to 
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to banifh him in his infancy, h 2 .d noiv the im- 
prudence to make him a Cjelar, aiici after'A^araks 
the ilili greater imprudence to provoke him by 
perfecution. 

He was an eye-witnefs of the intolerable in- 
foience with which a bKhop behaved to Eafebia-^ 
his benefabtrefs. T'hls was one Leontius, 
biihop of Tripohb lie lent the emprefs word, 

that he would not pay her a viil:, unleib 
file would prom lie to receive him in a manner 
fiiitable to his epifcopal charadlcr; to wit, nhac 
file fiiould meet him at the doofy incline her 
body, ia order to receive his benediction, and 
not prefume to fit down till he fliould give her 
leave/’ T'he heathen priefis behaved to the 
emprelles in a very different manner. Thi? 
pride, fo oppofite to the true fpirit or Chriffiani- 
ty, could not fail to make a deep imprelHon on 
the mind of a young man, already in love with 
philofophy and Tim pi i city of manners. 

He found it is true, in a chriftiati 

ffiniily 5 blit it was a family noted for parricide. 
He favv bifiiops at court ; but thefe bifiiops 
were haughty and infolent, artful andcunnin^^ 
and perpetually anathematizing one aiiccheT. 
The two fedls of Arius and Athanafras filled 
the empire with bleodihed and coi^fufion ^ 
whereas the heathens, on the other hand, had 
no religious controverfies. We may chercFcre 
naturally luppoie, that Julian, cJ^icated as he 
was by heathen philolbphers, and daily ac- 
cuflorneii to hear their leilures, v'as thereby 
tim more cunfirmed in that unhappy averiioii to 
Chriiliani-y, with which the abule of it had ac 
firi.1: inspired him. Politicians were no more 
Ttrpihcd tofec Julian forinke the chriilian for 
^ ihc 
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the heathen religion, than to fee Conftantins 
abandon Paganifm for Chriflianity, It is pro- 
bable, that both of them changed for reafons 
of ifate, and that thefe reafons concurred with 
ftcical pride in deterniining the mind of Julian, 
The heathen religion had no dogmas : it de- 
manded nothing but facrifices ; nor did it even 
require thefe under very fevere penalties, the 
priefts not daiing to form a religious govern- 
ment in the heart of the civil. Thefe and the 
like motives might eafily induce a man of Ju- 
lian's charadlcr to take a Jflep, which, in other 
jcfnccis, is fo unjufliifiable. Ke wanted a party; 
had he piqued himfelf merely on his floical 
character, he would have had the priefts and 
falfe zealots of both religions to oppofe him. 
The people v/ould never have allowed a prince 
to confine himfelf to the foie adoration of a 
pure Being, and to th.e practice of juftice. He 
was, therefore, obliged to pitch upon one of 
tfiefe contending parties ; and Julian probably 
lubmitted to the pagan ceremonies wdth no 
more fincerity than nioft prince»^ and great men 
go to places of public worfhip, to which they 
are led by the people, and frequently forced to. 
appear what they are not. The Turkifb Sultan 
rnuft blefs Omar; the Peruan Sophi muft blefs 
Ali ; and Mai cus Aurelius himfelf was initiated 
in the Kleiifinian irn? fteriesy 

We ought not, therefore, to be furprifed 
that Julian degraded his rea lb •! fp far as to con- 
defeend to the obfcrvance of faperiritious rites ; 
but we cannot help being filled with the high- 
eft indignation at Thecdorer, the only author 
who fays that he facrinced a woman in the 
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ftory deferves to be ranked in the fame cata- 
logue with that abfurd of Ammianus, 

p/ho fays that the genius of the empire appeared 
to Julian before his deaths and with that no 
lefs ridiculous faiiliood, that when Julian at- 
tempted to rebuild the temple of Jerufalem, 
globes of lire iffued from the earthy and de- 
firoyed the works and workmen • 

lliacos inira muros pecemuy £5f e^iira. 

The Chriftians and Pagans have been equal- 
ly induftrious in inventing and propagating 
ftories about Julian ; with this only diiterence, 
that the ftories of the Chriftians are all defa- 
matory. Can any one believe, that a philofo- 
pher could facrifice a woman to the moon, and 
tear out her entrails with his own hands ? Caa 
fuch brutality dwell in the mind of a rigid 
Stoick ? 

Julisn never put one CbriRJan to death. It 
is true, he granted them no favours ; but neither 
did he perfecute them As a juft emperor, he 
left them to enjoy their eftates j and as a philo- 
fopher, he wrote againft them. He forbade 
them to teach in their fchoois the works of 
profane authors, which they endeavoured to 
decry ; but furely this was not perfecution. 
He allowed them the free exercife of their re- 
ligion, and hindered them from deftroying one 
another by their bloody quarrels. This was 


* Notwitbflancling this Sjt'^ant apoJogy, Julian wiJ! he 
0ni confidered a perfecutor of the Chriilians, againfS: 
whona he exerdfed ads of cruelty and injuflice on many 
»ccahQns, 

• ' ' D 2 ' , rather 




rather' to be their protestor. They oiight^ 
therefore, to load him with no other reproach 
than that of abandoning their religion, and of 
deceiving and hurting hiinfHf : and yet they 
have found means to render execrable to all 
poilerity a prince whofe name, but for his 
change of religion, the only blemifh in his chi- 
racter, would have been dear to mankind* 
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ADVERTISEME NT 

OF 

THE EDITORS, 

T hough an , academical oration i$ 
commonly no more than a vain ce- 
remony full of hackneyed compllmentSy and 
iKifFed with the elogy of a prcceccilbrs who per- 
haps was a man of but very mean parts j , yet 
this, difcourfej vidiich fevera! 2;eni:kmen have 
begged us to reprint^ ought to be exempted 
from the comruon law^ which condemns to ob- 
livion moft of thefe formal and unmeaning 
pieces. The ipeech, it is prefumed, will be 
found to have Tome merits and the notes arc 
nfeful. 



GENTLEMEN,. 

Y our founder transfufed into your efl-fi- 
bliihmens: all the arcntnefs r«nd dignit}^ 
of his ov/n foul, by ordaining that you fhouki 
ahvays be froo and equal. And indeed he 
acted wiicly in ralnng above dependence thole 
who were above -ul fdiifa and interefred views^ 
and Vv'ho. as generous as himfelf, did !:-::rers the 
.honour which they fo well deferve, oaniely., that 
of llii dying them for their own fake It 
to be feared that the ardour of profecuting 
thefe noble ftudies might one day be relaxed^ 
In order, tiierclore, to preferve it in its full 
vigour, you made a law, by which you boun-1 
yoLiriblves to admit none as members' of your 
academy but fuch as refided in Paris. Fiorn 
this law% howev{?r, you have wifely deviated 
in receiving In your number thofe extraorJi- 
nary geniufes who were called ehewh:-re by 
their honourable emplovmencs, but who by their 
fenfible or fublime performances were ahwayy 
prefent with you ; .for it v/ould be to violate 


The French academy is the oldeft eftribliihmenT of thrii: 
kind in France. It was at fiift compofed of Tome men of let- 
ters, who met cocsther for the fake of mutual converfatir-n. 
It is not divided into honorary and peniionary members. 
Its privile^'cs are merely honorary, fuch as that enjoyed by 
the commerd^ls of the palace, of not being obliged to plead 
out of Paris j rn.-u of adcireffing the king in a body with 
the fuperior courts j and that of being accountable to none 
but tiie 
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the ipirit of a law not to trairrgrefs- the letter 
of it in favour of great men, it the late pre- 
iidcnt Eouhier, after having fta':tered himftlf 
wifh the pleafing hopes of conftcrating die 
reft of his days to your company, 'Vi'as obliged 
to pais tbeni at a coriftderable diftance, bo:b 
he and the academy were comforted for their 
miituai loft, by rcdccl:ing that he ciddvated 
Yoiv: ihiences with bis Uiital mduftry in die 
diy of Dhon, which hath produced ib many 
great inen f, and where geniuj; ftems to be one 
Qt the charadicriftics cf the .cfdvomn 

lie put us iu mind of thoie timer when the 
inoft auftcrc magiftniteSj accompiiiiied dice him 
in the knov/leuge of the iaws, unbended tlneir 
minds from the cares of iiaccj by indulging in 
the amufements of literature* What pidful 
wretches are thofe who dcfpiie theft agreeable 
Iruuics; who place a kind of folitary grandeur 
in fhutting thcmfelves up within the narrow 
circle of their own employments ! Do they not 
jenow that Cicero, after having fiiled the firfl* 
place in the world, ftill continurd to plead the 
caufes of his fellow citizens, wrote on the 
nature of the gods, converfed with men of let- 
ters, went to the theatre, condefeended to cul- 
tivate the frieiidflrip of ^Efopus and Rofeius, 
and left little minds to enjoy their folenin gra- 
vity, which is only the mafk of ignorance and 
weaknefs ? 

The prefident. Bouhier was a man of great 
learning 5 but did not refembie thofe ufelefs and 

d* Meffieurs de la Monnoye, Bouhier, LanUn, and above 
all, the eloquent BofTuet, failhop of Meaux, who is com- - 
jmonJf confidered as the lad father of the church. 


un* 
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unfociable fcholars^ who neglefl: the flucJy of 
their ow*!! tongue to acquire an imperfeci: 
knowledge of ancient languages ; who tbinic 
they have a right to defpire their own tinries, be* 
caufe they imagine they have fome little ac- 
quaintance with former ages j who admire a 
paffage in iEfchylus, but have never enjoyed; 
the pleafure of fnedding a tear at our own- 
plays, Me tranfiated Petroniu3''s poem on the 
civil war ^ not that he confidered tliat decla- 
mation^ which is full of falfe thoughts^ as near- 
ly equal to the chafte and' elegant fiiblimity of 
V irgil : on th.e contrary, he knew that Petro-^’ , 
nius’s iatire % though diftinguifheJ here and' 
there by charming ftrokes of wit,, is no more , 
than the whimfical produdfion of a young man; 
of mean'- condition^, whofe manners and /file' 
were rdike irregular... Some meja v/ho pretend’ 
to be the moft perfedb mafters of tafte and plea- 
fure^ efeem the whole of Petroniusks works 5> 
but Mr. Bouhier, a* man of greater judgment^,, 
does not even eibeem all that he tranilaced. It: 
is one proofs among many others-j how muck' 


St.. Evremont admires Petrcniiis, becaufe he takc.-s 
2iim for a fq-eat courtier, 'and believed bimfelf to be fuch. 
This was the folly, of the times. Sr. Evremonc and fe- 
veral others alfert that Nero is reprefented uricler the nsm-s. 
of Trirnalchi-in : but can an old fat and ridiculous fanne!: 
cf the revenues, and his old wife, an impertinent ci- 
tizen, be raid to refemble a young ciripero: and his 
young fpoufe O^tavia, or ti'.e young Por..va ' Can th« 
siehauchcries and petty thefts of a few rc-.u'.ih fcholars ho; 
faid to rerenib?% the pleafu^es of the mciiicr i.i' '-vj world r 
PeiToniu;:;, die .'luti’or of the fatire, if a young. 

S:i3n of fpirit, who made a figure among a let of obfeurs;' 
a^^baucheesjwnd not the cor.ful Petroniu.?,, 
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reafoii hath been improved in the prefent age^ 
that a tranilator is no longer a blind admirer 
of his author; but can treat him with the fame 
impartialit}^ as he would ti*eat a cotemporaiy* 
He exerciled his talents on this poem, on the 
hymn to Venu?, and on Anacreon, in order to 
ihew that the poets ought to be tranflated into 
veiTe ; an opinion which he defended with great 
warmth ; nor will it be thought Grange that 
my fentiments are the fame with his. 

Allow me, gentlemen, to enter a little more 
deeply into thefe literary difcuflions : my 
doubts before fuch learned judges as you will 
be equal to decilions. In this manner I may 
polEbly contribute to the improvement of the 
arts ; and I had much rather pronounce in your 
prefence an ufefu! than an eloquent difcourfe. 

Why is it that Homer, Theocritus, Lucre- 
tius, Horace, have been happily 

tranflated into Italian- and Englifli * ? why is it 
that thefe nations have lione of the ancient 
poets in profe, and that we ha«;e none of them 
in verfe ? I yvill endeavour to afllgn the rea- 
fon. 


^ Horace is tranflated into” Italian ■'.'erfe by Pahvicini ; 
Tirgil by Hannibal Caro; Ovid by Augniliara-j and The- 
ocritus by Ricolini. The Italians have five good tran- 
flations o-f Anacreon, V/ith regard to the EngliCn, Dry« 
den hath tranflated Virgil and Juvenal ; Pope, Homer j 
Creech, Lticretius -f, &c. 

f Of Virgil there are three Englifh tras-jllations befides 
that by Dryden, viz, Lauderdale's, Trap’s^ and Piti’s j and 
we exped: foon to fee a fourth complete tranriation of the 
^Tineid by Mr. Strahan, We have aifo Theocritus Iran- 
. tated by Creech, and Horace by Francis, 


Ta 
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To furmount the difEculties that oppofe us' 
in the execution of any work, conftitutes no 
i neon fid erable part of ita merit. No great at- 
ebievements without great labour ; fior there 
a nation in the world where it is ■'m ore difficult 
to transfufe the true fpirit of ancient poetry 
than it is in ours. The firlf poets formed the 
genius of their language. The Greeks and the 
Romans at firft enuployed poetry'in painting all 
the fenfibie obje(5is of nature.. Komer deferibes 
whatever ftrilces the eye. The French, who 
have not yet begun to improve any of the more 
fublime kinds of poetry, except the dramatic^j. 
neither could nor ought to deferibe any thing, 
that does not afFedr the foul., We h?4.ve infen-; 
fibly debarred ourfelves from all thofe objects 
which other nations have ventured to painr. 
There is nothing that Dante does not deferibe’ 
after the example of the ancients. .He accuf- 
tomed the Italians to exprefs every thing; but 
how could we hi the prefent age imitate the 
author of the Georgicks, who particiilarly men- 
tions all the knftrurnents of agriculture^? In ef- 
fect wc hardly know them ; and our effeminate 
pride, bred and nourifhed in the bofom of that 
peace and luxury which v/e enjoy in our citie.3, 
unhappily affixes* a mean idea to rural, 

labours, and to the defeription of thofe ufefuf 
arts which the lords and legiibtors of the liniverCe 
cultivated with their own vicliorious hands^ 
Had our good poets known hotv to exprefs 
little things with propriety, cur tongue would 
have add^d that merit, which is fir from being 
Inconfiderable, to the advantage of having be- 
come the firfl; language in the world for thie* 
charmifof converfation, and the exprelTion o^F 

D 6 fcii- 
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fentinient. The language of the hearty and- 
the Itile of the theatre have entirely prevailed ; 
they have embellilhed the French tongue; biit 
have confined its beauties within too narrow- 
limits. 

And when I fay, gentlemen^ that the great 
poets have determined the genius of languages % 

1 ad» 


*■ It is impoflible in a ceremonial difcourfe to enter into-, 
the leafons of this dlfScu'lty that attends our poetry. It? 
proceeds from the idiom of the language j for though M, 
de ia Motte, and feveral others after iiinij have airerted in 
full academy, that languages have no idioms, yet it appears 
4lemonftrabie that each language hath its own peculiar 
idiom. 

This idiom is its fitnefs to eiiiprefs certain ideas with-, 
propriety, and its unfirnefs to exprefs others with preci- 
fion. Both thefe peculiarities nrife, i. From the termina- 
tions of words. 2. From auxiliary verbs and participles, 
3, From the greater or lefs number of rhimes. 4. From, 
the length or fbortnefs of words. 5. From 'die greater or 
lefs variation of cafes. 6. From a,^-ficle5 and pronouns,. 
7. From elHtons. S. From inverfions. 9. From the 
<3uantity of fyllables. And, in fine, fromtin infinite num- 
ber of minute circumitances, which can only be perceived 
%y thofe who have thoroughly lludied tiie principles of a.- 
language, 

r. l iie terminations of words, fucb as perdre, ^.-nhicre^ 
un cmn, fucrey rafie, crotie^ perdtu^. prurdre, jldp, ‘-/fit, thefe 
harfla fyllables grate the ear, a property for wliich all the 
northern tongues are remarkable. 

Auxiliary veibs and participles. Vi^is hfdhur, hs. 
mcmis ayant cte 'vaintusd* There are four -words for t.wo. 

Laefo Sc invidomiltte.” This is the inferiudon of the in- 
valids at Berlin : were we to trnnOate it into Frcncii, it 
■would, be les pldats q:<i cut d:g CS’ q:ii n cut p..i^ c.’/' 

vaheui ; how fiat and languid !- Hence it 'Cippears that 
Latin is more proper for inferiptions than French. 

5, The number of rhimes. Open a didfiosiary of Irnliar; 
rhimes^ and one of French rhime^,, you will al-Kys hnci n- 
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I advance nothing that is not well known t& 
you. The Greeks did not begin to write hif- 

tory 


greater number of rhimes in the Italian j. and you will 
further remark, that in tlie French there are twenty low 
and ridiculous riiimes for two that can enter into the noble 
and majeflic Hile. 

4. The length and ibonnefs of words. It is this that 
renders a language more or lefs proper for the exprefilori' 
of certain maxims, and the meafure of certain verfes. 

We have never been able to tranfiate into French In 
«ne good verfe i 

J^anto Jt mojira mm tanto e pu belia, 

Nor have the Italians ever been able to tranllate into 
good verfes : 

Tel bn lie an Jecond qui s' ccUpfe au premier* 

C'^f' a pills bim pjant quun noni trap tot f/misux * 

5. The greater or lefs variation of cafes. Mon pere^ de 
mon pere^ a won pare j mens pater, mei patris, meo patri 5 
this is clear and diHindl*,. 

6.. Articles and prono’^ns. De ipfius negotio el lo- 
qoebatur.’ ’ Con eUe parla^ja ddl' ajfaire di !u: j il !m parlail- 
de Jon affairs. No amphibology in cbe Latin, it is aimoil: 
unavoidable in the French, We know not whether Jon 
affaire is that of the man who fpeaks, or to him to whom 
the fpeech is addreiled ;■ the pronoun il is cut off in the- 
Latin, snei it is it that makes the French.and the ItaiiaA. 
fo fiat and in lipid# • 

7. Eliiions. 

Canto r arms pktojiy e il cdpt amt, 

^ We- cannot fay, 

Chantons la Piete. et la virtu heureufe.’* 

8. Inverfjons. CSJar cxdtlva ions les arts miles i we can*#- 
S)ot turn this phrafe in any other manner, la Latin i£ 
«an be expreffed^in twenty ciiTorent ways i. 

Ccefir omnes utiles artes coluit/’’ 

Yy hat. a fiii'fSnfing diiTerence i 

^9,Th> 
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tory till four hundred years after Homer’s timej: 
and it was from that great painter Oi nature 
that their tongue derived that fuperiority which 
it afterwards obtained "over all the languages of 
Europe and Alia. Among the Remans^ Terence 
was the firft that exprelTed himfelf with ele« 
gance and purity; and it was Dante, and after 
him Petrarch, that gave^the Italian tongue that 
rharniiii2^ fV/eetnefs wdiicn it hath e/er lince 
prefervel It is to Lopez de^Vega^ that the 
Spanifh owes its pomp and majefty , ano it wais 
Shakefpeart!) rude and unpoliihed as he v/as, 
that infufed into the Englifii language that 
firength and energy, which they have never 
fmee been able to* increafe, without overtrain- 
ing, and confequently without weakening it. 
Whence proceeds this grand effort of poetry, 
by which it forms and finally fixes the genius 
of nations, and of their languages ? The caufe 
of it is evident : the firft^good verfes, or even 


9. The quantity of fyibbles. Tl% is the foul of har- 
mony* The long and fhort fyllables in the Latin form a- 
truly mufical cadence. The more of this property ariy- 
language poffelfes, it is the more haimionious. Gbferve the 
Italian^erfes, and you will find that the penult is always 
long; 

Cafitano^ manOy fd:-:o chrljio^ acq'i-fto. 

From all thefe particulars we may fafely conclude that 
every tongue hath its own peculiar idiom, which miiMr or 
fuperior parts difeover firflj and foon den.i!-nfLrate to others., 
by unfolding the true genius of the language. 

* The ftile of Lopez de Vega is not more pure and- 
ftately than that of Cervantes, who wa^^^his cotemporary, 
and indeed his fenicr inwjiting. 

f There is no Englifli writer tnore challe, energic, and 
«opioua than $pencer, wha was prior to S^iakefpear.. 
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filch as are but feemingly fo, are deeply iin- 
printed on the niemory by the aid of harmo- 
nious numbers. Their bold and natural turns 
become familiar ; and men, v/ho are all 
born with a defire and capacity of 
infenfibly acquire the fame manner of expref- 
fiooj and even the fame way of thinking with 
thofe whofe daring imaginations at firft got the 
afcendency over the minds of others. Will 
you not agree with me, gentlemen, when I fay 
that the true merit and reputation of our tongue' 
began with the author of the Cid, and of 
Cinna ^ ? 

Before him Montague was the only writer 
that engaged the attention of the few foreigners 
wbounderftood the French ; but Montagne’s ftile 
is neither pure nor correct, nor accurate, nor 
noble. He is alike remarkable for eafe and 
energy ; he exprefles great things with plairi- 
nefs and fimpiicit^j ; and it is thi-s fimplicity 
with which we are charmed; we become fond, 
of the author’s charader ; we are pleafed to 
£nd our own picture in what he fays of him- 
feif ^ we love to converfe v/ith him, and to 
change our difcourfe and opinions with hiirso 
I have heard many*people admire the language 
ofMontagne; but it is his imagination that 
we ought to admire : the former is bold and 
daring, but the latter is far from- being fo. 

Marot, who formed his language by that 
of Montague, is hardly known beyond the li- 
mits of his native country ; and even ainong 
us he is clfiefiy valued for fonie fi.nple tales,, 


and 


* Pierre Corneille, 
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and fome licentious epigramsj the merit of 
which confifts almofi: always in the fubjeft; 
and it was owing to our injudicious regard 
for this trifling merit that our language re- 
mained fo long unimproved. Poems, hiftorjr^, 
and books of morality, were all written In the 
tragic ftile. The judicious Defpreaux fays,. 
Innter de Marat V elegant badinage.. I am in- 
dined to think that he would have faid le naif 
badenagey were it not that this word, which k 
more proper, would have rendered his verfe 
lefe harmonious. In effed: we have no good 
performances but fuch as force their way into 
foreign’nations, and are there ftudied and Iran- 
Hated $ but into what foreign language has ever 
Marot been tranflated ? 

Our tongue, for a long time after him, was- 
no better than a familiar jargon, in which we 
were fometimes happy enough to eompofe forne- 
pieces of humour;, but when humour is our 
only merit,, we can. never ekpcdl to be admired* 
by other nations.. ^ 

Enfin Malherbe vinty & h premier m France. . 

Fit fpitir dans ks ^oers um jujle cadence y 

D^un mat 7nis^ en Ja place enjtigna lepmvrir. 

' At laft great Malherbe came, and firfl: taught 
France the art. 

To rough unpolifli’d verfe jufl cadence to 
impart. 

Of wwds in order plac’d he ftiew’d the mighty 
potver.. 

If Malherbe was the firft that fliewed what' 
happy eiFcfis might be produced by ihe great 
art of well-placed worcts, and w-ell-tiirned pe- 
3. riods,, 
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riodsj he muil: be allowed to have been the hrfi: 
that was elegant. But are 3 few harmonious 
flanzas fudlcicnt to engage flrangers to culti- 
vate our language? They read that admirable 
poem the Jevufalemrne Liberata, Orlando Fu- 
riof:)., Prfl:or Fldo, and the beautiful pieces of 
Petrarch ; and can they rank with thcfemafer- 
ly performances a fmall number of French 
verfes, well wrote indeed ; but feeblcj and al- 
nioif deftitutc of imagination ? 

Thus the French tongue would have for ever 
remained in its former irate of niediocrit}"^ 
w'ithout one of thole extraordinary men, vrho 
are made to change and elevate the fpirlt of a 
v/hole nation. It was the greatcll of your fir ft 
academicians, it was Cornoiile alone, that be- 
gan to make our language be admired by fo- 
reigners, at the very time that cardinal Rich- 
lieu began to make the crown to be rcfpecied 
by the neighbouring nations. Both of them 
fpread our glory throughout Europe. Corneille 
was fucceeded, I will not fay by men of greater 
genius, but by better writers. A man arofe, 
who v/as, at once, mors animated and more 
correct; iefs various indeed, but therefore lefs 
unequal; fometimes as fublime, and always as 
majeftic, without running into bombaft : an 
enemy to declamation, he fpoke to the heart 
with more truth, and with more charms 
, One of their cotemporaries, incapable per- 
haps of thofe fublime conceptions which elevate 
the foul, and of thofe delicate feelings which 
melt it into pity, but made to enlighten and 
,dirc 6 l thofe wnom nature had blelled with both 


% Racine, 



iai'itiiiP 
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thefe qualities, laborious, fevere, accurate, pure, 
harmonious, and who, in fine, might be laid 
to be the poet of reafon, began unhappily by- 
writing fati res ; but foon after equailcd, and 
perhaps flirpaficd, Horace in his Moral Epifflcs, 
and his Art of Poetry. He gave precepts and 
examples; and was at laft convinced, that the 
art of inilTucting, when executed with a rnaf~ 
terly hand, fucceeds better than the art of fa- 
tirizing, becaiife faiire dies with thofe who have 
been the vi-flims of its rage 5 whereas rcaloa 
and virtue are eternal i. You had, in every 
branch of literature, that crowd of great men 
which nature produced, as in the age of Leo X. 
and in that of Auguftus. Then it was that 
foreigners began to read our authors wdih avi- 
dity; and, thanks in part to cardinal Richlicu, 
they adopted our language, as they are now 
eager to deck themfelves with the njaiudactured 
of our ingenious artiils, for v/hich we are in- 
debted to the labours of tfie great Colbert. . 

A monarch admired by ail men for his five 
vidtories, and ftill more by tke learned on ac- 
count of his great knowledge, hath chofen our 
language for his own, and hath adopted it into 
his court and his dominions : he fpeaks it with 
that energy and propriety which ftudy alone 
can never beftow, and which is the true mark 
of genius. Not only does he ftudy it ; he even 
fometimes embelliflies and improves it ; for 
great. fouls will always feize thofe happy turns 
and expreffions which can never occur to weak 
minds §. Stockholm is blefled with a new Chiif- 

*j" Boileau. 

§ Tile late king of Sweden. ^ 

tina^ 
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tina, equal to the firft in genius, fuperior hi 
every thing elfe 3 and flie pays the fame honour 
to our language. The French is ftudied at 
.Rome, where it W'as formerly defpifed. It is 
now become as familiar to the fovereign pon- 
tiff as the learned .languages* in which he 
writes when he inilruSs the chriftian world 
which he governs. Several Italian cardinals 
have wrote in French, in the VaticaOj with as 
much elegance as if they had been born at 
Verfaillcs. Yciir -works^ gentlemen, have fjrccJ 
their way to that capital of the inoft remote 
empire of Afia and Europe, and the rnoff ex- 
tenfive in the univerie i to that city, which, 
about forty years ago, was a defect inhabited 
only by wild beafts : there your dramatic pieces 
are now reprefented ; and the fame good tafle 
which introduced the Italian niufic into the 
city of Peter the Great, and of his worthy 
daughter, hath like wife introduced vour elo- 
q lie nee. 

This honour, paid by fo many nations to our 
excellent writers, is a proof that Europe owes 
to us its prefervatioa from degeneracy. 1 will 
not fay that every thing is haftening towards 
a fnameful decay; jhe common complaint of 
thofe fatirifts, who endeavour to juftify their 
own weaknefs by that which they impute to the 
age. I own, indeed, that the glory of our 
arms is fupported with more dignity than that 
of our learning ; but the fire which formerly 
enlightened us is not yet extindt. Have not 
thefe latter* years produced the only book of 


* The j4ace where Peterfburg now ftands was formerJ/ 
^.marihy and barren defect, 

chro- 
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chronology, in which the manners of men, ami 
the charadters of courts and ages, are painted 
with a mafterly band ? a v/ork, which, were it 
but drily inftrudlive, like fo many others, vrould 
ncverthelefs be the beft of the kind ; but in 
which the author 1 hath found out the happy 
fecret of mixing pleafure with inltrMciioij ; a 
fecret attainable only by thofe men w^ho are iu- 
perior to their works. 

The cauies of the rile and fall of the Roman 
empire have been demon ftrated in a fhorter 
hook frill, WTitten by a bold and daring genius f, 
who goes to the bottom of every fubjedt, while 
he only Teems to fkim on the furface. Never 
had. w?e more elegant and faithful trariilatcrs 
than at prefent : true pbilofophcrs have Irifi 
begun to write hiftory. A man, equally re- 
markable for the elegance of his ftlle and the 
folidity of his judgment jj, is formed amidfl- the 
tumults of war. There are feverai of thefe 
amiable geniufes w^hom T-^bullus and Ovid 
would have confidered as their difeipies^ and 
v/ifiied to have for their friends. The theatre^ 
I confefs, is threatened with a mdden fall; but^ 
at leaft, I fee here that truly tragic genius 


% The prefident Hepaut. In fome tranHations of this 
difeourfe, the name of the abbe Langlet has been inferted 
in the note, inftead of that of M. Kenaut ; a ilranige kind 
of miftake! 

•f The pre^dent Montefi^uieu. 

|j The inarqnis de Vauvenargues, a young man of the 
greatell hopes, who died in the twenty-feventh year of his 

^ M. Crebillon, author of Eiedra and Radamiifa. Thefe* 
plays, which are filled with ftrokes truly tragical, are fre- 
quently, adfed. ' . ■ r ' 


whofc 
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whofe example I have endeavoured to follovy, 
when I veinured to take a fev/ fteps in the lame 
career, I view him with a mixture of fonow 
and fatisfadnon, as we beholds on the ruins of 
our native country^ an hero who hath bravely 
fought in its defence, I obferve fcveral among 
you^ ■vhoj in imitation of the great Moliere,, 
have rer.uered comedy a fchool of manners and 
of decency j a fchool which deferves as much 
encouragement in France as a lefs chaftc thea- 
tre enjoyed at Athens. If that celebrated au- 
tiicrj who fiiit adorned philofbphy with all the 
graces of poetry, belongs to a more remote age^ 
he is flill |;he honour and the coiifolation of 
yours. 

Great talents muft always be rare, efpecially 
when the tafle and genius of a nation are 
formed. It is then w^ith men of letters as it is 
with foreibj v/here the trees, crowded together, 
and reared up, will not fufter any one to raife 
its head above the reft. When commerce is 
in a few hands, fo?ne people make prodigious 
fortunes, while the greitcr number remain 
poor ; but when commerce is more widely dif- 
fuled, v/calth becomes general, and great for- 
tunes are rare. We have, gentlemen, a great 
deal of genius in Frapcc, and that is the very 
reafon why we feali find for the future very [qw 
fuperlor geniufes. 

But, notwithftanding this univerfal improve- 
ment of the nation, I will not deny that our 
language, elegant as it now is, and fixed as, 
one would imagine, it ought to be by fo many 
excellent performances^ may neverthelefs be 
eafily corrupted. 'We ought to apprize ftrangers 
that it alre^idylofes much of its purity in almoft 
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all the books compofed in that famous republic, 
which hath been ib long ouraliy and in which 
the French is the prevailing language, notwith- 
flanding the fadions that oppofe France. But 
if it is corrupted in that country by a mixture 
of idioms, it is in danger of being corrupted 
among ourfelves by a mixture of different ftiles. 
Whatever vitiates the tafte of a nation, will, 
in the end, vitiate its language. Some 
writers endeavour to enliven the mofl: feri- 
ous and inftrucSiive works, by familiar and col- 
loquial exprefHons. Some introduce the bur- 
iel'que fiile of Marot into the mofl: noble fub« 
jecfs j which is much the fame abfurdity as if 
they v/cre to drefs a prince in the garb of a 
harlequin. Some make ufe of new terms, which 
are mtirely iifelefs, and fhould never be hazarded 
but when they are abfolutely neceflary. There 
are feveral other faults, with which I am the 
more fenfibly afFeded, becaufe I have fallen into 
fome of them myfelf. But, to preferve me 
from Aich errors for the fjture, I fhall find . 
among you, gentlemen, thofe affifiances which 
my learned predecefibr acquired*^ by his ftudies. 
Intimately acquainted with the works of Cicero, 
he had from thence derived this advantage, that 
he ftudied tofpeak theFrench language with as 
much purity as that conTui fpoke the Latin. 
But it belongs to that gentleman, who hath 
made the works of that great orator his parti- 
.cular ftudy, and was the friend of the prefident 
Bouhier, to revive among us the eloquence of 
the one, and to difplay to you the meric of the 
other. To-day he has a double, -tafk to per- 

J The Ur>ited.Frovinces, 


form : 
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form : he has a friend to lament and celebrate, 
and a friend to receive and encourage. He may 
tell you v^'ith more eloquence than I, but not 
with more fenilbility, what charms fricndfhip 
gives to the labours of men devoted to the ftudy 
of letters ; how it ferves to condiic!:, correcf, 
excite, and folace them 5 and how it infpires 
the foul with that pleafing and agreeable com- 
pofure, without which we can never be rnaitev 
of our own ideas- 

In this manner it was that the Academy was 
at firft formed^ It hath an origin ffill more 
noble than that v/hich it received from cardinal 
Richlieu; it, took its firft rife in the bofom of 
frien-diiiip. Men united by this refpedable tie, 
and by their common tafte for the fine arts, 
jiaet together, without afplring to fame: they 
were left iliuftrious than their fucceflbrs, but 
pot lefs happy* Decency, candour, concord, 
^nd found criticifm, which is fo opponte to fa- 
tire, infpired their meetings. The fame vir- 
tues and good qualities will always animate 
yours : they will be the conftant parfuit of men 
of letters ; and will ferve, perhaps, to reform 
thofe who make themfelves unworthy of the 
name. The true lovers of the arts are always 
friends. Who hath a better right to fay fo than. 
I: I would rake the liberty, gentlemen, to 
enlarge on the inftanecs of fne:..Jfinp with 
which moft of you have been pleafed to honour 
me, v/ere it not that I am bound in duty to for- 
get rny own private concerns, in order to, talk 
of the great obj eel of all your labours, of thofe 
interefts befor? Vvdiich all others Ihould vanifli^ 
I mean the glory of the nation. 


I know 
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I know that panegyric, unlefs it is managed 
with the greateft delicacy, is a very naufeoiis 
and difagreeable fubjecl; I know that the pub- 
lic, ever fond of novelty, imagines that every 
topic of praife is already exhaufted on your 
founder and protectors. But ought I to refufe 
the debt I owe, becaufe thofe who have paid 
it before me have left me nothing new to fay 
on the fubje<Si:? It is with thefe panegyrics, 
which are fo frequently repeated, as with pub- 
lic folemnities, which are always the fame, and 
ivhich revive the memory of events dear to a 
whole people: they are neceffiiry. To cele- 
brate fuch men as cardinal Rich] ieu and Lewis 
XIV. to praife a Sequier, a Colbert, a Tu-'"' 
renne, and aConde, what is it but to cry aloud. 
Ye kings, ye minifters, and ye generals, in times 
to come, imitate thefe great men? Is it not 
well known that Trajan’s panegyric excited 
Antoninus to the ftudy and pradfice of virtue ? 
And does not Marcus i^urelius, the greateft 
man and the greateft emperor that overlived, 
does not he confefs, in his wrift^ngs, the fpirit of 
emulation with which the virtues of Antoninus 
filled him. When Henry IV. heard the appel- 
lation of Father of his people^ given to 
Lewis XIL in parliament, he felt himfelf in- 
fpired with an ambition of imitating him, and 
he actually furpafled him. 

Think ye, gentlemen, that the honours paid 
by fo many mouths to the memory of Lewis 
XIV. had not a ftrong influence on the mind 
of his facceffor from his earlieft youth ? It will 
one day be faid, that both of them attained to 
immortality, fometimes by the fame, and fome- 
times by different roads. Both of ^em will be 

equal 
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equal In this rcfpecb, that they never diil^ur- 
dencd them {’elves of the load of public affairs^ 
but outdf gratitude to good miniPtcTS 5 and this 
circumftance, perhaps, will conllitute their 
greatcft tdory, Pofterity will fay, that both of 
them loved juftice, and commanded their ar- 
mies. The one fought, by the mod: noble at- 
chievements, the glory v/hich he fo well de- 
ferved: he culled’ her to him from the height of 
bis throne 5 and Pne was his coivftant attendant 
hi all his conqiieifs, and in all his enterprizeSj. 
■till at laic ihe hllcd the world with his name. 
He dirplavcd a great foul, as vrell in adveriity 
as prolperity, in the fijlJ, in his palace, and in 
all the courts of Europe and of Afia. The fea 
and the land bore witneis to his power ; and 
the moft inconfiderable objecls had no foonec 
acquired a connexion v/ith him, than they pre- 
fently affurned a new character, and received 
the ftamp of his grandeur. The other protecls 
kings and emperors,^ fubdues provinces,- and in- 
terrupts the courfe of his conqueirs to go and 
relieve his fubjeyiis; to which god-like orn.ee he 
files from the bofom of death, wl.ofe fatal 
ifroke he had hardly efcaped. He obtains vic- 
tories, and performs tbs moO: noble’ exploits 
wdth fuch an eaic ?md unconcern as would 
make us imagine, that what ftrikes other me. a 
with aftonifnment, is only to him. in. tlvc 'ordi- 
nary and coinmon courfe of nature, tie con- 
ceals the greatncfs of ids (bul, wiihcu:: endea- 
vouring to conceal it; but is not able to weaken 
thofe rays of majcTrv, which piercing, in fpits 
of all his endeavGurs to the contrarv, the veil 
of bis f’l od e ity , fr 0 m th eii c e d c 1 i v e s a m. 0 r e 
durable Iwftre. 
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Lewis XIV'. fignalizecl hirufelf by the .trioil 
glorious ritchievepAcnts, by the great Jove he 
entertained t(:ir ail the arts, rnid i-y the rovai 
encouragement he fo cheaffnlly gave tiio:;!* 
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were begun, auJ }’oa have already extended 
them to a errater diilance, Ke . lamented, that, 
in the ccurfe of his glciious campaigns, he 
could £Vot oblige an enemy worthy of fuch a 
jiobde arK^gondif, to engage with him in a 
pitched b:.ttlv, 'f'hat glory, which he fo .ar* 
denily defire.g have ct:joyefL Happier 
than the great Henry, w'ho hardly gained any 
viedoriea but over his cw^ fubjccts, you have 
conquered the eternal and intrepid enemies of 
■your crc’wn. Your fon, next ^ you the cb« 
y.’Pc of our prayers and our dread, learned ar 
your fide to behold danger and nnsfortune with- 
out: being treubLJ, and the molt glorious 
triumph without being drizzled. WTjen we 
were trembling for you in Paris, yen were in a 
field of carnage. Conipofcd in thofe moments 
horror an.-j confuilon,, c cm po ful amidii: the 
tumultuous joy of your viPioricus troops, ycu 
embraced that general, who only wiihed to live 
that h.e ndght "fee you triumph ^ tliat nun, 
wl: ora your virtues and his own confpired to 
make your fubjea:, and W'hom France wdli ever 
riumber aipcng her deareft and nioft <il!uflrioiis 

chii- 
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t hii Jrcri You rewarded, by your approbation 
and praiies, all thofc who had contributed to 
the viebry ; and this reward is the moft glo- 
rious that Frenchmen can receive. 

■ But vrhat will for ever be nreferved in thr. 
annals of the Academy, and mull: alj-ord the 
greatefi: latistadion tc each of you, gentlemen^ 
is, that one of your fedoiv-rn embers performed 
the moft important fervlce to your protCifl-or,^ 
■and to France, in that glorious battle. He it 
■was that after having run from rank to rank., 
and after having fought in fa many di Prerent 
places, flew to git'c and to execute that advice 
which was fo leafonribl?, fo fdutary, and fa 
readily embraced by the king, whofe penetrating 
eye difcernccl every ‘thing in tliofe moments 
when the mind is moft apt to wander. Enjoy, 
gentlemen, enjoy the pleafure of hearing in this 


The late count •de Saxe, 

We oer author had beer, a lirtle.roorc moderate ira 
this panf'^;yric on the ditirac.er of his as it fa- 

vours, much of adulation. 

liis candour too would have been more con fpicuous, if, 
in menficninij; the viaory which the French king obtained 
at Fentenoy over the eternal enemies of his nation, he had 
owned, that above itxty thousand French bad with ^reac 
clifiiijulty oi.-.]it?ed about twenty theufand troops ra 

retire ; and that twenty thoufand Fnglilh troops, nnafriiied' 
by tl/eir alFes, were on the verge of cb’aining a complete 
victory over tlic whole French army, beaded by their 
and dauphin, pofted in the advrinrrt'^ous manner;, 

and icrtificd with a great number of batteries. 

The virtues cf his nioft Ohriilian majeliy'S heart we 
fhaii not prefume t.* difpute ; but, furciy, to Ccltbrate bint 
as a hero in rhe nHd, to compare him in point cf courage 
to i'-lcnry iV, or In power and mognificcnc? to bewis XI’V. 
is a llrrdncf cnccmiuni that even throws ridicule upon hi? 
character. 

E 2'’ ' £ific:n« 
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aflcmbly the very words which your prcteSor 
hid to the nephew of your founder on rhe 
field of battle i I faall never forget the im- 
portant fervlce you have done mef’ But if this 
glory be fo dear to youj how dear muft be to 
nil France^ and how dear will one day be to 
Europe in general, thofe pacific fteps which. 
Lewis XV, took after his victones ! lie itill 
purfucs the fame meafures: he never attack.-^ his 
cuieniies, but in order to difann them : he docs 
not defirc to conquer them, hut in order to 
make them agree to reafonable terms of ac- 
commodation. Did they but know the real 
fentiments of his heart, they would make him 
thedr arbiter, inftead of their enemy ; and that, 
perhaps, would be the only method of gaining 
advantages over him §. The virtues which 
render him’fuch a formidable foe they have fully 
experienced, from the time of his afiuming the 
command of his armies ; but thofe which ought 
fo engage their truii: and confidence, and ought 
to be the bond of union an^ong difierent na- 
tions, require a longer time to be difeovered 
by an enemjv. 

We, In this refpect: more happy, we have 
known the goodnefs of his heart from the mo- 
ment of his mounting the throne. W*e have 
thought of him as ail ages, and all nations, w'ill 
ever think. Never was love more fincere, or 
juiorb emphatically exprefied, than ours, fill 
our hearts' felt its force, and your eloquent, 
mouths v/cre the interpreters of our inward 


The m.irechai clu’:e de Puichlieu. 

§ The event juilified in 174S, V'^hatMis ds Voltaire had 
jfaid in 1746. 

fceL 
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feelings. Medals^ worthy of the moit illnfl-ri- 
ous times of Greece eternize his triumphs 
and our happirieis. May I behold in our public 
places this hinnane monarch, carved by the 
hands of our Praxiteles's, and environed with 
all the lymbols of public happinefs ! And may I 
read at the feet of liis ibitue thofe words wliich 
are already in all our hearts, To tlie Father 
of his Country ! 


+ Tl:e llruck at the Lc-uvrs art fr;:trio:' tc- 

molt bi.:nu':irijl ones of andquitj^, not f.v:- the t oi 

proprieiy of the infeription ; but for :r, U; cf lli'j 
li-vi the benvjty of the Iir.prtfnqn. 
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A LETTER on D A N T " 

Y OU want to know the charafter of Dante. 

I'hc Italians call him diwnej but he is a 
hidden divinity : few people underfhmd his 
o/acka. Ke has had commentators ^ and that, 
ptrhapsj is another rcafon why he is fo little 
imderilood. His rcpiitath;n will be always in- 
crcaiiiig, becaufb he is never read. I’hcre are 
about tw^enty beantiful llrokes in himj vviiich 
people get by licart: and they think that iufhl- 
cieiit to Ipare them the labour of examiniDO; the 
reft. 

7'his divine Dante, accordiiig the com- 
mon report, was a very uiduappy riian. Do 
not imagine that he was reckoned" divine in his 


own 
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own agSj or that he thought iuni(>' prophet, 
it i;; tra?5 he a prior: but nut a prior of 
nK>iik.s : he a prior, of Florenccj that is^ 
one of ixh h uacorf:. 

He was boni iu 1260, according to the ac- 
co uits of his coJMirjTocn, Bayje, who wrote 
at Rotterdarrij cinrci:ie ibr his boohjehc-j 

about four vrhclc centuries a-hcr iJunte. hnes 
his birth in -265. ! cfteem Bryle neither the 

snore nor t::e tor being rniilaieen in about 
five years. The great thing is not to niiftake, 
t-iu;er in point of talte, or in point of argu- 
snent. 

The arts began about that time to revive iii 
the ccunti-y of Dante. Florence was, like 
Athens, the feat of wit, of graniicur, of levity, 
of inconftancy, and fa.8ion. Th.e vAhite Fac- 
tion had gj'ea'c credit, and v/as fo called from 
the name of the Signora Bianca/' I'hc o|s- 
pohte fadbion v/as iiititled the Party of Bhci:?,, 
the better to diiHr«guiili them froni the V/hites. 
The Florentincb vfcrc not fatislied with thefe* 
two parties ! they had, beiides, the Gutifs and 
theGIbclins, Moil of the Whites were Gibe- 
lins, of the party of the eiTsperors > and the 
Blacks inclined to the Guelfs, who were at- 
tached to the popcs,^- 

All the/e faclians loved libertv, and yet did 
all that lay in their power to deierwv it. Bojii- 
face Vlii. reiblved to avail hsnilblf of thcie di- 
viiior:s to overturn the power o-f the emperors- 
in Italy. He declared Charles of Valois, bro- 
ther to the French king Philip the HandforijC* 
Ills vicar ii! Tufeany. The vicur came vvich a 
numerous army, expelled , the Whites and the 
Gibelins^ and drew upon hinaulf the hatred 
E 4. • aiui 
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r*nd detufl'ation of the Blacks and theGaelfs. 
]}airc was a White and a CTibelin. He was 
amon;r the firft, and his hoa;'..- levelled 
with the groujid. Hence tve niay jac; vvhe- 
tlier he was well dihxjfc-d to the fairdly c.i France 
and the popes during the rdl* of his lift'c It is 
pretended, however, that he made a journey to 
iVjrisj and that, to cure himieif of the i'blcen, 
he commenced theologirn, and dif)uted fhenu- 
oaHy in the fchools. It is added, that tlie em- 
peror Kenry VIL did nothing for (..’ihclin 
as he was i that he wciit to Frederic of An'a- 
gon, king of Sicily, and returned as poor as 
went. He was obliged to apply to the marquis 
of AJalafpina, and to tlic great can of V'ji-on?.i. 
'Fhe marquis aiid the great can did not injem- 
rd-y him, and he died poor at Ravc-nni in ihe 
iifty-fixth year of his age* It was In theih dif- 
ferent places that he coinpofed his comedy of 
Hell, of Purgatory, and of Paradife p ar.d this 
hotch-potch has been reckoned a beautiful epic 
poem. 

The firft ol>je& he faw at the entry of Hell 
were a he-lion and a flie-wolf. In an inllaat 
Virgil appears to encourage him: Virgil tells 
him, that he was born a Lombard j which is 
exadlly the fame as if Homer had faid that he 
was born a Turk. VirgifoiFcrs to perform to 
Dante the honours of Hell and of Purgatory, 
and to lead him to the gate of St. Peter ; but 
^acknowledges that he could not entcr-with 
him. 

Mean while, Charon tranfports them both 
in his boat, Virgil tells him, thru' foon after 
his arrival in Hell he faw a powerful Being, 
•that came thither in queft of the fouls of Abel, 

Noah^ 


5 
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Noah, Abraham, J/Iofes, and DavicL As the)- 
advanced farther into the inrVrnal regiorjs, they 
difeovered fome very agreeable retreats. In one 
of thefe were Homer, Horace, Ovid, and Lu- 
can ; III another Elcdlra, Hecior, 

Lucretia, Brutus, and Saladin the Turk j and 
in a third Socrates, PJatOy Hippocrates, and the: 
Arabian Averroes. 

At laft appeared the real Hell, where Pluto- 
judges the damned. In the crowd the traveller 
obferved fome cardinals, fome popes, and a great 
number of Florentines. Is this in the comls’ 
flile? no. Is it in the heroic ftilc ? no. irr 
what itiie is it then ? in the Lile of wildnefs 
and extravagance. 

And yet his work contains fome verfes fo> 
happy and natural, that they have preferved 
their beauty for four hundred years, and will 
preferve it for ever. Befides, a poem that fends- 
the popes to- Kell, aroufes the attention , and 
the commentators hftve cxhauiired all their fa~ 
gacity and' penetration in determining exactly 
who are the penbnS whom Dante has damned^., 
and have been at great pains not to deceive 
themfelves in a marter of fuch importance.. 

The Italians have founded a chair, and efia- 
bliihed a leciure, to explain this clafiic author.,. 
You will afk me, why the i-nquifition docs not 
oppofe fuch a nieafure? My a-nfwcr is, the- 
members of the inquifition in Italy undcrifand 
rai.llcry : they know that a few witty verfes caa 
never do any harm. Of this, and of the merit 
of tile work, «you may form ibtriC judgrTtent by 
the fcllowing trandation (which is a very free- 
one) of pait of the twenty-third canto. It 
zektes to one of the damned, with whom the- 
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was acquainted. The fpirit fpeaks 

The count dc Guido was I calFd on earthy 
A mighty ioldier, and as great: poltroon j 
Then with St- Francis I enroll’d my names 
'Fhar^ holding by his difcipiinej 1 might; 

One day obtain a happy place in He a v hi. 

'There iliould I be- had not .a knavifa pope 
Commanded all my iervlce, and then lei'C 
My v/rctebed foul to Belzecub a prey. 

The truth to toil, v/hile I furviv’d on earths 
Around Rimini war i long niaiiitain’dj 
Lefs like an hero than a cheat, I own j 
.And, as a fharper, fome renown acquir’d*. 

Bur when my locks alTmr/d a grizzl’d huc^ 

'Fhe time when vvifdorn counlels to rctirCp 
Rernone began to gnaw my hoary age^ 

.And to confellion {trait I had recourie. 
Repentance late arriv’d, and fwirViy Sed ! 

'The holy father at that pe*=iod warr’d. 

Not with the Sultan, nor the smthlefs Turk^. 
But Child ians, whom, like a'" true Turk, he 
pillag’d. 

Now, difrcgardiiig cor*fure or tiara. 

Or ev’n St. Francis’ girdle or his frock. 

Brother, (laid he) it mits my prefent fchenis 
'To have Frcneile forthwith in my pow’r ; 
Advife rne-r— fcarch beneath that rev’rend cowl. 
Some happy firatagem, foine flircwd device, 

'Fo add to the doudnions I poileiS, 

'Fhe tempting bait to which 1 have no claim. 
The double keys of Heav’n are in*.my power : 
'i'htde, tile weak piety of Ceieftinc 
Converted to no ufe j. but I crui ope 
And ihut at plcafure HcavVs etcimaf gates : 
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If ih^u wik fvi'vc me^ Heav’n ilidl be thv boon/^ 
Too well 1 ierv'Vt r.i:’. > curfeJ be my zeal f 
Preiicfle fell io him : my lot was death. 

Thc'j good St. Francis haften/d to my rd:^ 

In rending to convzy mr foul to Hcavb'i ; 

Eur Satan riding poft. Kip, Saint — (cry’d he) 
Stop — not (h hill foi'y h\ your 'cave^ X claim 
This counielior of holy cLnrch — hek j 
And right it is that I fiionlvi hn.ee mj-own. ' 
7^hen the good (hint, conrbuniiicd ancabaiidd. 
Eefignhl me to the devil \vith-nrt diipoter 
Ah! good fir Lucifer, 1 kneeling cry\f, 

A fiilnt am Ij behold my robe of grey: 

The holy pope abfolv’d me ere I cly'd , 
Certes, rcply’d the d ;vi- with a fneer,, 

A great szipcdl: I I'lcve fVir abioliition : 

It fcoiKs the ibui iVerr: fins a?id iollics pafig 
Provided IHII you run no fccre airefii : 

7’his nice difiiiiction I have often made 
To fuch as thee ; and, thanks to njodern Rome;> 
The deviTs an adept i:i theology/' 

He fi\id, and grinr/d : no anfwer i return’d 
To Belzsbub, he argu'd with fuch force. 

Then fel'zing me, with rude and rigVous arm. 
He on my rueful carcafe firaic bdT:ow‘‘d 
Tw^enty good that made me finart full 

Which Heay’n repay to Boniface the eighth 


J Boniface Vni. was a mortal enemy to the Gibeiins 5 
and, beiides, a montier of pride, cruelty, a.nd air:biuon^ 
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O F T H E 

SOVEREIGN GOOD. ! 

H Appinefs is sn ab{tracl idea, conipofed of 
feveral pleafing ienianons. Plato, who 
wjote better than he reaibacd, formed the fan- | 

ciful notion of his architypal world, that is, his* ; 

original world, his general ideas of beauty, of i 

virtue, of order, and of juflice, as if there were eter- , 

jial beings called Older, Virtue, .Btuuty, andju- . 1 

iiice, from which w^ere derived il'.ofe faint copies | 

of what w-e mortals call juff, beautiful, and » 

gooif. _ ■ ^ _ i 

It is in imitation of his exa;;nr>]e, that the phi- ; 

lofophers have employed fo much time and la- i 

hour in fcarching for the fovcreigir good, as the 
chymifts have done in fcarching for the philofo- 
pher’sftone; but there is no fuch thing as the 
fovereign good, any more than there is the fove- 
reign fquare, or the fovereign crimfon. There ^ 

are crimfoa colours, and there are fquares ^ but i 

there is no general being that is fo called. This 
ridiculous manner of reafoning hath long infected 
philofopby. I 

Animals feel a pleafure in performing all their ■ 

natural functions. In this view the fupreme hap- 
pinefs would be an uninterrupted courfe of plea- ^ 

fur^; but fuch a courfe is incompatible wnhh 
our organs and our condition. There is^ a great ^ 

pleafuie in eating and drinking, and a greater 
■ ftil! 
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frill in the union of the two fexes ; but were 
man to be always engaged in eating, or always 
entranced in the raptures of enjoyment, his or- 
gans would not be luiHcient for luch viclent ex- 
ercifes ; he could not perform the duties of focial 
life I and thus the human kind would be defi:royed 
by an excels of pleafure. 

To pafs continually, and without interruption^ 
from one pleafure to another, is a notion nolefs chi- 
merical. The woman that has conceived muft be 
brought to bed, which cannot be done without 
pain^ and the man muft cleave wood and hew 
iione, w'hich is far from being a pleafure. 

If vve give the name of happinefs £0 the few 
pleafures that are fcattered through life, there is 
fuch a thing ss happinefs in reality. If we giva 
it only to a permanent pleafure, or to a continued 
and divernfied courfe of pleafing fenfitions, hap- 
pinefs. was not made for the terraqueous globe^ 
we muft feek for it fjjmewhere elfe. 

If we give the name of happinefs to the exter- 
nal advantages^vhich a man enjoys, whether it 
be wealth, power, or reputation, we are no lefs 
deceived. • Some colliers are more happy than- 
forne foverelgns. Aik CrorpAvell whether he 
enjoyed more pleafure when he was protestor, 
than when he went to the tavern in his youth 5. 
be v;ili probably tell you, that the time of his 
ufurpation wss far from being the happiefi: part 
of his L'fe. How msny homely dowdies are there 
that are better fatisfied with their lot than Helen 
or CleopatraJ 

There is one obfervation to be made here : 
it is this 3 when we fay it is probable that one 
man is haj^pier than another ; that a young mu- 
leteer, for inftance, has great advantages over 
Charley V, or that a milkner is better fatished 
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with her condition than a princt-fs, we ought 
to confine ourfelves to this probability* It is 
' very likely that a muleteer, in good health, en- 
joys more pieafure than Charles V. tormented 
with the gout ; but k iii like wife very poflible 
^ that Charles V, with his crutenes, may refieCi: 
with fo much pleafare on his having held a king 
of France and a pope prifoneis, that his lot may 
in every reipedi, be preftrable to that of the 
young and vigorous muleteer. 

It belongs furely to God alone, to that being 
who beholds all hearts, to determine who is the 
happieft man. There is only one cafe in which 
a man may fafely affirm that his condition is 
better orworfe than thjit of his neighbour; and 
this cafe is the time of rivaliliip, and the rno- 
jmciiit of vidlory. 

Let us fuppofe Archimedes to have made an 
appointment with his ml lire is in the evening, 
and Nonientanus to have mace an apporjiLmcaic 
With the fame w^cman, and at the fame bcuiv 
Archimedes comes to the gate : rhe fervants iaut 
it in his teeth, and open it to his rival, ’who 
makes an excellent fuppet ; during which he 
laughs at Archimedes, and then enjoys his mif'- 
treis, while the other remains in the fereet ex™ 
pofed to the cold, the rain, and hail. Ncrfien- 
tanus, it is evident, has a right to fay, I am 
happier to-night than Archimedes I enjoy more 
pieafure than him.” But this will only hold oa 
the fuppofiition chat Archimedes’s mind is entirely 
engroffed with the vexation ofhavip;?- loft a pood 
■fupper ; of being defpiled and deceive d by a beau- 
tiful woman, fupplanted by his rival, and ex- 
pofed to the rain, the hail,, and cold, '' For if the 
philofopher in the flreets ihould happen 'o think, 
that neither a vehore nor a fliower ihoul i difturb 
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the tranquillity of his mind j if he is wholly en- 
gaged in the contemplation of a beauriful pro- 
blem, and difeovers the proportion between the 
cylinder and the fphere be may enjoy a ploafure 
an hundred times more exquifne than that of 
Nornentanus. 

Hence it appears that the enjoyment: of real 
pleafure, or the fuffering of real pain, are the 
only cafes in which we can compare the condi- 
tion of one man with that of another, abitraci- 
5ng from every other coniideration. Certain it 
isj the man w'ho enjoys his rnif^refs is more 
I'.appy at that inil:ant than his dcGiud and dif- 
coniblate rival. A man that is in perfedf healths 
and is eating a good partridge, tailes more plea- 
fare to be lure, than one tormented with a cho- 
lic. All this is indirputably true 5 but farther 
we cannot go with any degree of fafety : we 
cannot compare the being of one man with that 
of another : we h^we no baL-mce to weigh the 
defires and fenfations of difterent men. 

We begantfthis ardcle with Plato and his fc- 
vereign good : we faall end it with Solon, and 
that famous faying of his, w^hich hath been fo 
much admired, viz. That no man ought to 
be called happy before his death.*’ This 
axiom is at bottom but a childifh conceit, like 
many other apothegms, which time hath ren- 
dered lacrsd. The moment of death hath no 
connexion with the manner of life which a man 
has led. One may die a violent and an infa* 
iTious death^ and yet to that inftant have tailed 
all the pleafures which human nature is capable 
of enjoying. It is very pofBbk, and very com- 
mon forti man that has long been happy, to be- 
come unhappy: Who doubts it? but it- is ne- 
3 • verthddi 
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verthel.efs certain, that he once had his happ}!: 
moments. 

What then is the meaning of this famous fay- 
ing of Solon i It is no more than that a man. 
who enjoys pleafure to-dayj is not fore of enjoy- 
ing it to-morrow ; a truth fo plain and infigni- 
ficant,, that it is not worth the repeating. 

Of the P E O P L I N G of 

A M E R I C A. 

^T^ HE difcovery of America, that objeil of fo 
-** much avarice and ambition, hath likewift; 
become the obje£l: of philofophy. A prodigious 
number of writers have endeavoured to prove that 
the Americans are a colony of the ancient worldi. 
Some modeft metaphyriciansrhave alledged, that 
the fame power which made the grafs to grovT? 
on the plains of America, mlghr likewdfe ffock 
the country with inhabitants ; but this naked and 
fimple fyftem has not been regarded. 

When firft the great Columbus gave It as his 
opinion, that there iXxight pbiiibly be fuch a new 
world, it was boldly afierted that it was abfolutely 
impoffible; and Columbus was taken for a vi- 
fionary. When he had acluall’y made the dif- 
covery, it was pretended that this new world' 
was known long before. 

Some have alledged that one Mai^in Beheim,. 
a native of Nuremberg, fet fiil from the coafts 
of Flanders about the year Ia\.6q^ to go^. in queft' 
ixf this unknown world 5 and that he reached the 

ftniits. 
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fl:rrihs of Mngellan, of w'lich be left draughts. 
13 ut as Martin Eeheim did not people Arne-* 
rica, and as It was ablblutdy neccilaiy that one 
of Noah’s great grand ions fitould take this 
trouble, they have ranfacked the records of anri» 
qui ty to fee if :b.cy coulJ ik'Ki any thing that had 
the leaff refcinblance to a long voyage, and 
which they could apj>]y to the diicovery of this 
fourth part of the globs. Accordingly they have 
fent die flop.': of ScloiTiC-n to Mexico, and have 
nude them bring from thence the golJ cr Dphir^ 
though he was cbligcd to bon'o-e it front king 
Hiram. They have even found Arneiica in Pla- 
to*^. They have given the hcricur of its tlifco- 
very to the Carthagijrlans; and have quoted on 
this fi-bjedl a book of Ariilode’s, which he never 
wrote. . 


* He might have added Plutarch in his liie of Sertorius, 
and Dirtckn’iis Siculus, which lall fays, that the Pljcenicians 
extei'icled their difcoverics along the coaA of Africa, till at 
length one of their fliips being driven a great way into the 
Athiiitic ocean, by a flonfi that laRed many days, arrived 
at an iflancl unparalleled for its beauty and fertility. The 
Indians of North jftmerica have a conilant tradition that 
.their forefathers came from the extremi.ies of A-Oa 5 and 
that America and Afia were joined together by a narrow 
ifthmus, which the Tea has broke through. An Indian of 
Louiliana, who travelled by land in a weftward diredioa 
as far as the Sourh-ft-a, tol?! Ou Pratz, that one of the na- 
tives of the country bordering on that fea, declared, that 
when he w'as young he faw a very old man, who remem- 
bred to have feen the illhmus of communication between 
America and Afia ; and that at low water the rocks w^ere 
fliil vifible. A detachment of French Canadians found, hi 
a tnorafs near trie river Ohio, the ficeletons of four ele- 
pliants ; a fpe^ies' of animals not natural to America i 
befides, there is a Rrong refemblance between the North 
Americans and Tartars, in figure, language, cufloms, and 
rdigion, ■ 

. . * ■ Hormbs 
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Hornius pretends to find fonie analogy be 'Ivvecn 
the language of the Hebrews and that of tlit Ca- 
nbbees* Father LaifiteaUs thejcfu it, has noi; fiiilt d 
£0 iinprove fuch a curious hint. 'Fhe Meriicari'; 
in the violence of their grief tear their ga.rjr;Cf-ts ; 
ibme Afiatlcks do the fame,; thertfore iluyare 
the anceitors of the Mexicans, V\'e may 
with as much rcafoDj the people of Languedoc 
are fbrul of dancing ; the Kurens likev^ ife dance 
on their days of rejoicing : and therefore the 
Ivangueclocians are iprung Irom the HuronSj or 
the Hurons from the Langaedocians. 

The authors of a terrible Univerfal Hifiory 
pretend, that ail the Americans are a colony of 
the Tartars. They aiTure us, that this is the 
opinion moft geijerally received an;ong the learn* 
ed ; but do nor inform us whether it be among 
the learned that think for themfelvcs. According 
to them, forne defeendahe of Noah had nothing 
more at heart than to go and fix his quarters in 
the delicious country of Karntfchatka, to the 
north of Siberia. His chi^idren, having nothing 
to do, went to vifit Canada, either by equipping 
a fleet for the purpofe, or by "walking on the 
ice by way of recreation, along feme neck of 
land, which from that time to the prefent has 
never been again difeovered. They then began 
to beget children in Caria'da, and in a very iliort 
time that beautiful country, being no longer able 
.to maintain the prodigious number of inhabi- 
tants, they went to people Mexico, Peru, and 
Chili; and their great grand daughters were 
brought to-bed of giants near the ftraits of Ma* 
gellan. 

As lions are to be found in fome of the hotter 
climates of America, thefe authors fcppofe that 
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the Chriftopher Columbus's of Kanitfchatka car'- 
jicd over ibiiie lions to Canada lor their diver- 
iion. 

But the Karntfehatkatians were not the only 
people that farniflied the new world with Inha- 
bitants s they were charitably aiiiltcd by the Tar- 
tars of Mantchou j by the Huns^ the Chinefe^ 
and the Jaiionefe. 

The Tartars o': Mantchou are incontcfrably 
the ancefrors of the Peruvians ; for Mango-Ca- 
psk was the firi't inca of Peru. Mango relem- 
bles Manco^ Manco Mancu, Mancu Mantchu^^ 
and from hence, by a fmall addition, we have 
Mantchou. iCothin.g can be better deoionftrated. 

As to the Huns, they built in Hungary a town 
that was called Cunadi, Now, by changing 
cu into ca, we have Canadi, from which Ca- 
nada evidently derives its name. 

A plant refembling the ginfeng of the Chi- 
nefe grows in Canada, therefore the Chinefe car- 
ried It rhikher, even before they were mailers of 
that part or Chineic»Tartary where their ginfeng 
is produced ; and bcfides, the Chinefe are fuch 
great lailors, t%at they formerly font fleets to 
America, 'without preferving the lead correfpon- 
dence with their colonks. 

With regard to the Japonefe, as they lie near- 
ePt to America, from Vvhich they are diftant only 
about twelve hundred leagues, they mufl cer- 
tainly have been there in former times 5 but they 
afterwards neglected that voyage. 

Such are the learned tracts that are boldly 
lifeered into the world in the prefem age. What 
anfvver can wc give to thefc fyilems, and to fo 
many ethers of th&idike nature ? None. 



The Hiftory of Ae Tra\^ei.s of 

S C A R M E N T A D O 

Written by himfvlk 

T Was born in CancHa in the year ibeo. My 
father was governor o( the city ; and I re* 
jnember that a poet of middling parts, and or a 
nioft unmufical car, wbofe name was Ire, corn* 
pofed forne vcifes in my praile, hi whicn he 
made me to defeend from Mines in a dircdi-^line ; 
but my father being aftcrwartls difgraCCG, he 
wrote feme other verics, in which he cienved rny 
pedigree from no nobler an cjrigin than the 
amours of PafTphae and her gahani', I his Iro 
was a nioil: miichievous rogue, and one of the 
moft troublefome fellows in the nland. 

My father ient me at fifteen ;j/ears of age to 
profecute my fiudics at Rome. 1 here I arrived 
in full hopes of learning alTkirids of truth; for 
I had hitherto been taught quite the reverfe, ac- 
cording to the cuftom of this lower worid frem 
China to the Alps. Monfignor Profondo, to 
whom I was recomniencied, was a man of a very 
fingular charader, and onje of the moft terrible 
fcholars in the world. He was for teaching me- 
the categories of Arifiotle ; and w^as juft on the 
point of placing me in the category of his mi- 
nions ; a fate which I narrowly efcaped. ^ I faw 
proceffions, exorcifins, and fome robberies. ^ it 
was commonly faid, but without an 3 / foundation. 

The reader will at once percei^Hhat this is a fpirited 
fatire qn mankind in general, and particularly on perfe* 
option for confdence fake. 
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that la a lady of great prudence 

foh! fevcra! things that oughr no^t to oe .oio. I 
W^s then of un age to relifh all the e comtcat ad- 
rer-tnres. A voung lady of great iweetne!s or 
temper, called thought proper 

fall in love with me : fee vt-as «urtea by the 
reverend izxhtr Polgmrdmt,^d h thv rcterend 
father Jconki*, young monks of an oraer vvntcn 
is now extinfi ; and fee reconciled the two ri- 
vals, by srantine her favours to me ; but at the 
fame thne 1 rarT the riOc of being excommum- 
car~l an-l ''oifoncd. I left Rome nighly pleafed 

^;^; thA:Ahea:ureofSt.PeteK _ ■ . . 

I travelled to France : it was during the reign 
of Levt'is the Juft. The firit iiueftion put to me 
was, whether I chufed to oieajt.ad on a fiice of 
the matefchal D’Ancie t, whofe Befe the peop e 
had toafted, and .liftributed with great liberality 

to fucb as chufed to cafte It. _ . , , ■ 

This kitipdom %vas continually involved m 
civil wais, fomethves for a place at court, fome- 
times for two pages of theological controverlyy 
This fire, wl^iich one while lay concealed undci. 
the afees, and at another burfl forth with great 
violence, had defolated thefe beautiful provinces 
for upwards of fixiy years. 1 he pretext was, 

« Alluding to the infamous praftise of poifoning and 
'iffafiiriation, at that time prevaient in Rom^. 

This was the famous Concini» who was murdered ois 
thedtau-bridgooftheLcuvre, by 

ine:, not without the knowkuge o, Use k.no. Le..is XIII, 
His bodv, which had been fscretly interred in .he cnu.ch 
<;? St. Germain do 1’ Auxerrois, was n--xt Hay dug up by 
the populace, who dragged it through tii= ureets, tnen 
b.nmed the fltlb, and tlircw the bones into the nvei, i u« 
B^arefeuats greateft crime was his being a foreigner, 


..rfi " ! 
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the defending the liberties ofthcGallican church^ 
Alas ! faid I, thefe people are never thelefs 
born with a gentle dirpofnion : what can have 
drawn them fo far from their natural charadier ? 
They joke and keep holy ^days Happy the 
time when they fliall do nothing but joke V’ 

1 went over to England^ where the fame dif™ 
putes occafioned the fame barbarities. Some 
pious Catholics had refolved, for the good of the 
church, to blow up into the air with gun-pow- 
der the king, the royal family, and the whole 
parliament, and thus to deliver England from all 
thefe hereiics at once. They ihewcd me the 
place where queen Mary of blclied memory, the 
daughter of Henry VllL bad caufed more than 
five hundred of her fubj(£is to be burnt. An 
Irifli prieft aflurcd me, that it was :i very good 
aflion ; firfi:, becaufe thofe who were burnt w^ere 
Engliflimen ; and fecondly, becaufe they did not 
make nfe of holy water, nor believe in St. Pa- 
trick’s Hole, He was greatly lurpri fed that queen 
Mary v/as not yet canonized ; but^he hoped the 
would receive that honour as foon as the cardi- 
jnat nephew fhojld be a little more at leifure. 

From thence I went to Flolland, where I 
hoped to find more tranquiljiry among a people 
of a more cold and phlegmatic confhrution. Jud 
asl arrived at the Hague, the people werecutring 
off the head of a venerable old man. It w^as the 
bald head of the prime rrJnifler Barnevelt ; a 
man who deferved better freatment from the re- 
public. Touched with pity at this alFeoting 
Icene, I alked what v/as his crime, and v.'hcthcr 


* Referong to the ma^acre of the Proteu.'ini-c, perpe- 
on the eve of Sr. iJaitiiolomew, 

he 
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TiO h?A betrayed the Rrate. He has: done much 
Vv'orjc, replied a preacher In a hkicic cloa- ; ho 
believed that men may be iaved by good works 
as well as by iaiih. You muH be fenfiblej 
ailwi he, that if fuch opinions were to gain 
a ivp^jblic cc-uld not fubfiit ; and that 
there miin: ievere Liwh to Tupprefs fuch Ican- 

daloes and horrid blorphemit-s/' A profound po- 
litician faid to rne with a fgh, Alas ! fir^j 
this happy time will not latr long ; it is only by 
chance that rhe people :o : they arc 

iKitiirally incliiicd to xhe ahofranabie doebiae of 
toleration, and they wlW certainly at laid: grant 
ltd" This realexiofi fet him a groaning- For 
my own parr, in expectation of that fa-al period 
wlien iTjoderacinn and indulgence fiiould take 
I'jiacc, I ii'jK afi :Jy quitted a counfry w'here feve- 
ri‘y ;va3 not Ibftened by any lenitive, and em- 
barked for Spain. 

The court was then at Seville : the galleons 
were juli arrived ; |nd every thing breathed 
plenty iind gladnefs, in the moif beautiful feafon 
of the year. I rjibrerved at the end of an alley 
of orange and citroTi trees, a kind of Iarg;e ring, 
furrounded with ileps covered wdth rich and 
codly cloth. The king, the queen, the infants, 
and the infantas, were Seated under a fuperb ca- 
nopy, Oppofite to the royal family was another 
throne, raifed higher than that on which his ma- 
jelly rat. I faid to one of my fellow travellers^ 
“ Unlefs this throne bercTerved for God, I don’t 
fee what purpofe it can ferve.” This unguarded 
expefTion was, overheard by a grave Spaniard, 
and coil me dear. Mean while, I imagined wo 
were goir.g to a caroufal, or a match of bull- 
briitini, wi'fCa the grand inquifitor appeared itt 
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that elevated , throne, from whence he blcffed the 
king and the people. 

Then came an army of monks ^ who filed off in 
pairs, white, black, grey, (hod, unfiiod, bearded, 
beardiefs, with pointed cowls, and without cowls : 
next followed the hangman; and laft of all 
were feen, in the mldft of the guards and gran- 
dees, about forty perfons clad in fackcloth, on 
which were painted the figures of Hames and de- 
vils. Some of thefe were Jews, who could not 
foe prevailed upon to renouiice Mofes entirely ; 
others wereChriftians, who had married women 
with whom they had flood fponibrs to a child ; 
who had not adored our Lady of Atocha ; or 
who had refufed to part with their ready money in 
favour of the€Iieronymite brothers. Some pretty 
prayers were fung with much devotion, and then 
the criminals were burnt at a flow fire ; a cere- 
mony with which the royal family feeined to be 
greatly edified. 

As I was going to bed in the evening, two 
members of the inquifition came to my lodging 
with a figure of St. Hermandad; They embra- 
ced me with great tendernefs, and conduced 
me in folemn filence to a well-aired prifon, fur- 
nifhed with a bed of mat, and a beautiful cruci- 
fix. There I remained 'for fix w'eeks ; at the 
end of which the reverend father, the Inquifitor, 
fent for me. He prefTed me in his arms for 
feme time with the moft paternal affedlion 5 and 
'told me that he was forry to hear that I bad been 
fo ill lodged j but that all the apartments of the 
houfe were full, and hoped I fli^uld be better 
accommodated the next time, * He then afked 
me with great cordiality. if I knew for what tea- 
ion I was imprifo,^ed ; I tQld the rCverenC^a- 

ther 
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^^hcT that it was evidently for ir.y fins. Very 
wellj fays he, iny dear child ; but for what par- 
ticular fin ? Speak freely/' I ra^ckeu my brain 
with conjectures, but could not poilibly guefs* 
He thee charitably difniifled me. 

At laft I remembered my unguarded expref* 
fion. I efcaped with a little bodily corrccdon.^ 
and a fine of thirty thoufand reals. I w^as led to 
make my obeifance to the grand inqiiifitor, who 
was a man of great politenefs. He afleed me 
I hkod his little iealt : I told him it was a 
n-jcd delicious one i and then went to prefs my 
companions to quit the country, beautiful as it 
vuis. They had found time to inform therafelves: 
of all the great Sdngs which the Spaniards had 
done for the intereft of religion. They had read 
the memoirs of the flimous billiop of Chiapa, by 
which it appears that they had maflacred, or burnfg 
ordrovvned., about tcE) millions of Infidels in Ame- 
rica, in order to convert them. I believe ther 
accounts of the bifni'^p are a little exaggerated ; 
but fuppcfb we reduce the number of viciims to 
five rniilionsj k will ftill be a moft glorious 
achievement. 

The itch of travelling fill! pofTelTed me. I 
had propofed to finifh the tour of Europe w^ith 
Turky ; and thither w@ now diredted ourcourfe; 
I put on a firm refolucion not to give my opinion 
of the public feafts I might fee for the future.. 

Thefe Turks, faid I to my companions, are 
afetof mifereants that have not been baptised, 
and of confequence will be more cruel than the 
reverend fathijrs the inquiiltors. Let us obferve 
a profound (iience while we are among the Ma- 
hometans,*" 
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Accordingly we arrived among them. I was 
greatly furprifed to fee more Chriflian churches 
in Turky than in Candia. I even faw feme nii- 
jiierous troops of monks, who were allowed to 
pray to the virgin Mary with great freedom, and 
to curfe Mahomet^ fonie in Greek, fome in 
I/atih, and others in Armenian. ** What good-^ 
iiatored people are thofe Turks,’' cried 1. The 
Greek Chriftians, and the Latin Chriitians in 
Conftantinople were mortal enemies. Thefe 
flaves perfecuted each other in much the fame 
manner as dogs fight in the fireets, till their ma- 
kers part them with a cudgel. T^he grand vizier 
was at that time the protedior of the Greeks. 
The Greek patriarch accafed me of having (up- 
ped with the Latin patriarch | and I vvas con- 
demned in full divan to receive an hundred blow'^s 
on the foies of my feet, redeemable for five hun- 
dred fcquln®. Next day the grand vizier was 
ftrangled. The day following his fucceffor, who 
was for the Latin party, and who was net Wrang- 
led dll a month after, condemned me to luffer 
the fame punifliment, for haviTig fupped w’itli 
the Greek patriarch. Thus was I reduced to 
the fad necefiity of abfenting myfelf entirely from 
the Greek and Latin churches. In order to con- 
ible myfelf for this lofs/ I took into keeping a 
very band fome Circafiian. She was the m oft ob- 
liging lady I ever knew in a private converfation, 
and the moft devout at the mofque. One night 
as file was embracing me in the fw^eet tranfports 
of love, ihe cried, Alla, Ills, Alla j’’ thefe 
are the facramental words of the Turks. I ima- 
gined thc 7 were the expreilions of love, andi 
therefore cried in my turn, and with a very tender 
accent, Alla, lila, Alla.’’ Ah ! faid {he, .God 

be 
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fee praifod, thovi art then aTurk» I told her 
that f was bieffing God for having given me fo 
much ilrengtha and that I though: myfelf ex- 
•tremely happy. In the morr-ing the iman came 
to circumcire me ; and, as I Eiade fome dlfnculty 
to fiibmit to the operation- the cadi of that di« 
a man of great loyalty, propofed to have me 
empaled, I faved my prepuce and my pofericrc^ 
by paying z thouiand fequins, and then fled di- 
rectly into Pedla, refoived for the future never 
Co hear Greek or Latin mafsj, nor to cry Alla^ 

Ilia, Alla,’’ in a love rencounter. 

On my arrival at irpahan, the people afked 
me whether I was for white or black, mutton ? 
I told them it was a matter of indiiTerence to 
me, provided it was tender. It mufi be obferved 
that the Peifian empire was at that time fplit 
into two feSlons, that of the white mutton and 
that of the blacks The two parties imagined 
that I made a jell of them both 5 fo that I found 
rnyfelf engaged in»a very troublefome affair at 
the gates of the city, and k cofc toe a great 
number of feefuins to get ri-d of the white and 
she black muttom 

I proceeded as far as China, in company with 
an interpreter, who allured me that this coun* 
try was the feat of gaiety and freedom. The 
Tartars had made themfelves mailers of it, after 
having deftroyed every thing with fire and fword. 
The reverend fathers thejefuits on the one hand, 
and the i-everend fathers the Dominicans on the 
other, alledged that they had gained many fouls 
to God in u«at country, without any one know- 
ing aught of the matter. Never were feen fuck 
zealous converters : they alternately perfecuted 
at\e anotfier ; they tranfmitted to Rome whole 
F s volumes 
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volumes of flander; and treated each other 
infidels and prevaricators for the fake of one 
fouL But the mcft violent difpute between 
them was with regard to the manner of making 
a bow. The Jefuits would have the Chinefe to 
falute their parents, after the faflilon of China ; 
and the Dominicans would have them to do it 
after the faflilon of Rome, I happened unluckily 
to be taken by the Jefuits for a Dominican. T'hey 
reprefented me to his Tartarian majefty as a fpy of 
die pope. The fupreme council charged a prime 
jxianclarin, who ordered aferjeant, who commanded 
four {hires of the country, to feize me and bind 
me with great ceremony. In this manner I was 
condufted before his majefty, after having made 
about an hundred and forty genuflexions. He 
afked me if I was a fpy of the pope^S5 and if it 
was true that that prince was to come in perfon 
to dethrone him. I told him that the pope was 
a prieft of feventy years of age 5 that he lived at 
the diftance of four thoufand leagues from his 
facred Tartaro- chinefe majefty j that be had 
about two thoufand foldiers, who jnounted guard 
with umbrellas ; that he never dethroned any 
body ; and that his majefty naight fleep in perfect 
fecurity. Of all the adventures of my life this 
was the leaft fatal. I was fent to Macao, and 
there I took Ihipping for Europe. 

My flrip required to be refitted on the coaft 
of Golconda. I embraced this opportunity to 
vifit the court of the great Aureng-Zeb, of 
whom fuch wonderful things have been told, and 
which was then in Deli. I had the pleafure to 
fee him on the day of that pompous ceremony 
in which he receives the ceieftial prefent fent 
|iim by theSherif of Mecca ; this was^the befom 
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with v^hich they bad fweeped the holy houre^^r 
the Ciiabaj, and the Beth Alia. It is a fymboi 
that fvveeps away all the pollutions of the fouL 
Au iCnii-Zeb fecsiiCd to have no need of it ^ he 
was the moil pious man in all Indoftan, It is 
true, be had cut the throat of one of his brothers^^ 
and poifoned his father. Twenty Rayas, and as 
many On-rasj had been put to death ; but tha;: 
was a trifle ; Jioihing was talked of but his de- 
votion. No king was comnar.^bls to 

hhnj ercept his ficred niajefly Ivluley ifmae!;, 
the inoit ferene emperoi' of Morocvo. who cut 
off fome heads every Frid::y ;'.r:-:r 

I fpoke not a word. h-..y had taught 

me wiidorn. I was fcnfible that it did not be- 
long to me to decide between ihcffe auguff fovc- 
reigns. A young Frenchman. a fdlow- 

lodger of mijie, was wanting in rc-rpecl' to the 
emperor of the indiesj and to that of rvlorocco. 
H:; happened to fay very impi'udcnt]}% that there 
were fovereigns ii-^Eiirope, who governed their 
dominions with great equity, and even went to 
chiurch wlchgut killing iheir father-: or brothers^ 
or cutting off the heads of their riibjc&. This 
impious diicourfe of my young friend our i:Ue:'» 
precer minfraitted toindou. Jnftruci'ed by for- 
mer experience, I infiantly caufed my camels to 
he iaddled, and fet out with my Frenchman. I 
was afterwards informed rhac that very night 
the officers of the great Aureng-Zeh/ having 
come to foize me, found only the interpretciv 
who was executed in public ; and all the cour- 
tiers declared without flatiery that his punifli- 
ment was extremely juft, 

I had now only Africa to vifit, in order to en- 
joy al! fehe pleafures of our continent s and thither 
• F 3 I went 
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I went in reality. The fliip in which I 
barked was taken by the Negro-Corfairs. The 
mafter of the vefl'el complained loudly, and afked 
%vhy they thus violated the law? of nations. The 
captain of the Negroes replied ; You have a 
long nofe and we have a ftort one : your hair 
is iiralt and ours is curled; your fkin is aO:!- 
roioured and ours is of the colour of ebon ; and 
therefore we ougl'.t, hy the fr::'ed laws of na- 
ture, to be always at enmity. You buy us in 
■the public markets on the coaft of Guiiiey like 
beafts of burden , to make us lubour in I don't: 
Icnow what kind of drudgery, equally hard and 
lidiculcas. With the whip Imh; c’.er our heads, 
you make us dig i:i mountains for a kind of 
yellow earth, which in itfclf is gr-c d for nothing-^ 
Sind is not fo valuable as an Fq-7pli,;:.i! In 

Jike manner wherever v/e meet you, and are fu- 
perior to you in flrcngth^ we make you fl-ivcs, 
and oblige you to manure our fields, or hi cafe 
of refufai cut off* your nofe and ears/'^ 

To fuch a learned difcourie it was impoiTible 
to make any anfv/er. I went to i^abour in the 
ground of an. old female Negro, in order to fave 
my nofe and ears. After continuing in flavery 
for a whole year, I was at laft ranfomed. I 
had novv feen all that was r,are, good, or beau- 
tiful on earth* I refolved for the future to iee 
nothing but my own home. I took a wife, and 
was cuckolded j and found that of allcondidons 
of life this was die happieft. 
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ALCORAN, 

AND OF 


M A H O M E T. 


M ahomet, ihc fon of Al'dajia, was 
a bold and dai-ing ijr.poftor. He fays in 
his tenth chapter, Who bur God could have 
croiDpofed the Alcoran? Thou feyeft that that 
book was forged py Mahomet. Well, try if 
thou canft: write a chapter in the £ime flile/ and 
call to thy a$ftance whomfoever thou pleafeft.’^ 
In the feventeenth chapter, he breaks out in the 
following exclamation : Praife be to him, who 
in the night tranfported hisfsrvant fi-oin the facred 
temple of Mecca to*that of Jerufaiem A very 

pretty journey to be fure^ but nothing in compariro?^ 
of that other journey, which he took: the fame 
night from planet to planet, nor attended with 
any of the fiery lights he law in this lafr excurfion* 
He pretends that it is a journey of five hundred 
years from^ne planet to another ; and that in his 
rapid flight he fplit the moon in two. His dlf- 
F 4 ciplesj^ 
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cipics, who after his death, carefully colleded 
the verfes of bis Koran, expunged his journey 
to heaven. They were afraid of the wits, and 
phiiofophei's. But they needed not to have 
:fo fcrupulous. I'hcy might have trufted to the 
commentators, who could eafily have expSained 
this iournev. rdahonict’s friends mufl: certainly 
have known from experience, that the marvel- 
lous v/ith the vulgar ever takes place of reg- 
ion. The learned objeft in fecret, and the peo- 
ple foon make them hold their tongue. In ex- 
punging however this journey to the planeiSj 
they have left a few words relating to his adv-en-' 
ture on the Moon ; hut it is impoilible to guard 
ngairif^ every objeddion. 

The Koran is a ihapfody wichout ait, order, or 
connection. It prc.r-Ai-lcdi however, that this 
dull and tedious book is a very fine compoOtion : 
for this I appeal to the Arabians, who afirm, 
that j.‘ \vrr..;en with an elcgiinee and purity, which 
no fifccecdiag author hath been able to attain. 
It is a poorn, or a kind of rhythrr.ical profe, contain- 
ing fix tboufand verfes. Never was there a poet 
whofe work and perfon made fuch figure in the 
world. It is a queftion among the iVlufiuimans, 
whether the Alcoran exifted from eternity, or 
was created by God, and delivered to Mahomet. 
The do(3:ors have determined in favour of its 
eternity ; and very wifely too, as this fame eter- 
nity is a much prettier opinion than the other. 
In dealings with the vulgar, vve muft always 
embrace that opinion which is rriofi incredible. 

The monks, who have attacked Mahomei: 
with great virulence, and have laid firmany ftu- 
pid things on the fubjedi, alledge that he couldnot 
‘ write* 
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Write* Bot IS It to be imagined that a man, who 
was a merchants a poet, a and a fo- 

verelgD could not fign his nivmc;' his book is 
ill fuited to our manners, and to our times, it was 
neverthelefs, very well adapted to the manners of 
his cotemporaries 5 if it is a bad book in oar 
opinion, in theirs it was a good one ; and his 
religion was ftil! better. It muft be owned, that 
he reclaimed almoft all Afia from idolatry. Ho 
taught the unity of God ; and declaimed with 
great t^’chemence againil ilich as gave him af* 
lociates. With him the receiving of ufury from 
firangers is Itrictly prohibited, and the giving of 
alms is warmh?’ enjoined. Prayer is of abfol ute 
neceffity j and relignaticn to the eternal decrees 
is the grand principle that achiates the whole 
of his theological fyfeni, A religion fofimple, fa 
fenfible, and taught by a man who was ahvays 
vidioriousj could hardly fail of fubduing a part 
of the earth. In effeS:, the Muflulmans have 
made as many pro&Iytes by perfuafion as by- 
force. They have converted the Indians and 
the Negroes ; arid even the Turks, their conquer- 
ors, have embraced the religion of the conquered, 
Mahomet left in his law a variety of cudomsj, 
which lie found eflabliflied among the Arabians 5 
fuch as circumcifion, * fafting, travelling to 
Mecca, which was in ufe four thoufand years 
before his time, together with thofe ablutions 
which are fo neceffary for the prefervation of 
health, and- deaalineis in a hot country where 
the ufe of linnen was not known j and, in fine, 
the notion of ja laft judgment, w^hich the Magi 
had always taught, and which bad even reached 
the Arabians. It is faid, that as he ?/as one day 

• F,5' 
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declaring that people fhould be raifed from thg. 
dead entirely naked, his wife Aifhca objected to 
fbch a circumffance as dangerous and immodeft : 

Go to, my dear,’^ fays he, nobody will 
then be inclined to laugh/’ An angel, accord-* 
ing to the Koran, is to weigh the men and wo- 
men, in a large pair of fcales. This notion is al» 
fo taken from the Magi. From them he Hkewifs 
ftole their narrow bridge, over which they were 
to pafs after death, and their Jannat, where the 
dect Muffalmans ihall find baths, v/el! furnifhed 
apartments, good beds, and Houreswith large black 
eyes. He owns it is true, that all thefe fenfual 
plcafures, fo neceffary for thofe who are to be 
raifed wirh fenfes, will be greatly inferior to 
the joy refultlng from the contemplation of the 
fiipreme Being. He has the humility to ac- 
kr.sovv'ledgs in his Koran, that even he him- 
fell fha'.l not enter Paradife by his own- 
merit, but by the mere good pleafure of God* 
It is like wife by the fame good- pleafure of tho 
Deity, that he ordains thaT the fifih part of the' 
^poil ihculd always belong to th^e prophet. 

Ic is not true, that he excludes the womea 
from Paradife > nor is- it likely, that a man of hi&- 
fagacity arid penetration would chufe to em- 
broil himfelf with that half cf the human fpecieSj. 
which leads the other. Abulfeda fays, that a* 
troublefbme old woman, having one day asked 
him what fhe fhould do to get to Paradife, the 
prophet made her ibis reply, ‘‘ My friend, Para» 
dife is not for. old women./’ The good vroman 
began to weep, and the prophet faid to her by 
way of confolation, there will "be no old wo- 
mca then, becaufe they will all be made young; 

r- agaiia’k’ 
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This comfortable t]o(fi:rine In confirmed 
in the fifty-fourth chapter of the Koran* 

He forebad the ufe of wine, becaufc one day 
feme of his followers came d:-=.:::k to prayers. 
He permitted the plurality of wives, conforming 
himfelf in this relbed^ to an immemorial cuftom 
among the orientals. 

In a word, his civil laws are good, and his 
doctrines are admirable, as far as they coincide 
wich curs 5 but the means he employed to propa- 
gate them were ihocking: thefe were fraud and 
murder. 

Some people excufe him on the (core of im- 
pofture, becaufc, fay they, the Arabs reckoned 
an hundred and twenty four thoufand pro’- 
phets before him ; and there could be no great 
barm in adding one to the nunaber ; and men*, 
they add, want to be deceived. But how cara 
you jjiftify a man Vv^bo fays to you, believe 
that I have i]5oken to the angel GabrieL or I 
will kill thee 

How much prefei%We is a Ccnfccius, the 
grented man that ever lived, wdthout the light of 
sevclatioii. He* employs r'*::thing but reafon, 
arid never lying, or the fword ; viceroy of a 
great province, he makes mcraliiy and the laws 
to ilourifii under his government: difgraced and: 
poor he continues to teach thernrbe praaifes 
them in grandeur, and in abafement : he ren-» 
ders virtue truly amiable; and he has for his 
difciples the wircit-, and moft ancient peopler 
on the earth. 

The count de Boulainvilliers, who had z 
great efteem f(5r Mahomet, may cry up tbs Ara- 
bians as much he pleafes. He cannot deny that 
^ f '6 thsj 
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they were a nation of robbers. Before Afaho- 
BK't they robbed in adoring the flars : under 
Mahomet they robbed in the name of God. 
They had, it is fald, the fimplicity of the lieroic 
times : but what were thefe heroic times ? thofe 
in which they cut each others throat for a vvellj 
or a cifterji, as we now do for a province. 

The hrft Muffelmans were infpired by Ma- 
homet with the rage of enthufiam. Nothing 
can be more terrible than a people, who, having 
jnothing to lofe, hght at once from a defire of 
plunder, and a fpirit of religion. 

It: is true, there was not much ceremony in 
their proceedings. The contrafl of .Mahomet"*s 
firfl: marriage declares, that inafmuchas Cadifhea 
was in love with him, and helikewdre with her, 
they thought proper to join themfelves in the 
bards of w'edlock. There is the fame fimpHcity 
in a genealogv which was compofed for him ; 
?:nd in v/nich be Is made to defeend from 
Adam, in a dire6I line, ^ as fome families of 
Spain ai\d Scotland have fince been made 
40 do. Arabia had herMoren,r,?,nd hcrMercure 
-Galant. 

l"he great prophet fuffered the difgrace fo com- 
iTicn to many husbands j nor ought any one after 
him to complain of his fare. The name of the 
perfon who enjoyed the favours of his fecond- 
wdfe, the beautiful Ailhca is well knowm p he was 
called Affuan. Mahomet behaved with more 
dignity thanCrefar, wdio divorced his wife, faying 
that the wife cf Cmfar ought not even to be fuf- 
pefled. The prophet would .i\oc fo much as 
fufpect his : he caufed a chapter of the Koran 
to defeend ^vm heaven^ to prove that his wife 

was 
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WS3 faithful 5 and this chapter^ as 'ivell as the 
others, ivas written from ail eternity. 

People admire him for having raifcd him.- 
fslf from a dealer in camels to be a pontiiF, a 
legiOiiror, and a monarch ; for having fubdued 
Arabia, v/hich was never conquered before 5 and 
for having given the firft fliock to the Roman 
empire in the Eaft, and to that of Perfia. For 
my part, I admire him for having maintained 
peace in his own houfe amidfi: fuch a number of 
wives. He changed the face of a part of Europe, 
of one half of Aiia, and ofalmofl: all Africa; and 
his religion had well nigh fubdued theuniverfc« 
Upon what trivial circumftances do the great 
revolutions of this world depend ! A blow of-a 
ftone a little more violent than that which he re- 
ceived in his firft combat, would have given an- 
other turn to the courfe of human aitairs, 

Ali, his fon- in-law, pretends, that when they 
were going to inter the prophet, they found him 
in a pofture in which dead bodies are fcldom to 
be feen, and tba? his widow Aifcca cried out; 

Had I known that God had been fo propitious 
to the defunct, I would inftantiy have run tohim.’"’' 
We may fay of him, ‘‘ Decet imperatorem Jiattr- 
iemmoru^^ 

Never was the life of any man written wlth- 
a more circumftantial exajftnefs than his. The 
fmalleft particulars of it are facred. We are 
diftindly informed of all that belonged to him. 
We are told that he had nine fwords, three 
lances, three bows, feven cuirafles, three bucklers, 
twelve wives, a white cock, feven horfcs, two 
mules, aiid four camels ; not to mention the 
mare Borak,. on which he afccnded to heaven* 
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But her he had only in loan; file was the pio- 
perty of the angel Gabriel. 

All his words have been collefted. He faid^ 

That the enjoyment of v/omenj made him 
more fervent in prayer."^’ And indeedj why 
might he not fay grace, and return thanks in 
bed, as well as at a table ? A fine woman is, at 
leaft, as good as a fupper. It islikewife pretend- 
ed, that he was a great phyfician : if he was, he 
wanted nothing that could qualify him for de- 
ceiving mankind. 
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T H E kings of France were formerly cx-. 

communicated ; and from Philip I. to 
Lewis Vin. they were all laid under this fentence, 
with great folemnity. The frmei was the fate 
of all the ernpercrs from Henry IV, to Lewis of 
Bavaria inclufively* 'Fhe kings of and too 
have had a pretty tolerable Ihare of theu- prcfents, 
from the court of Rome. Such was the folly 
of the times, and that fo’ly coft the lives of five 
or fix hundred thoufand men; At prefent, peo- 
ple are content with excommunicatir>g therepre- \ 
fentatives of monarchs ; I do not mean, ambaf- 
fadors, but players, who are kings and queenS' 
three or four times a week, and govern the uni- 
verfe to get a livelihood. 

I hardly know any profefilon except theirs^. 
mvi that of the forcereiSj that is now honoured 

, with 
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with this mark of dlftlndion. But as, during 
thefe fixty or eighty years paft, that found 
philofophy has enlightened the world, there 
have been no forcerers ; the only viflims that 
are now left are Alexander, Cxdar, Athalla^ 
Polyeuctes, Andromache, Brutus, Zara, and 
Harlequin. 

The chief reafbn afligned for this condudl 
that thefe gentlemen and ladies reprefent the paf- 
fions. But if a faithful picture of the human 
heart deferves fuch a horrid ftigma, a more 
fevere punifiimenc fu rely ought to be inflided 
on ilataarles and painters-. There are many 
indecent pictures ibid publlckly ; whereas there 
is not a fingle dramatic piece rcprefented, that 
is not conhiient with the jftridieft decency. The 
Venus of Titian, and that of Corregio are en- 
tirely naked, and have nlv/ays a dangerous in- 
Buencc on the morals of our modeft youth ; but 
the players only recite the admirable verfes of 
Cinna for about two hours ; and that with the ap- 
probation of the mcgifirate, and under the fancticn 
of the royal authority. Why then are the living 
psrfonages the ftage more feverely cenfured, 
than thefe mute comedians on canvafs? 
pleura poeju What would Sophocles, and 

Euripedes have faid, had they been able to fore- 
fee that a people, ^vho have only ceafed to be 
barbarous by imitating them, would one day im- 
print fuch a mark of difgrace on the theatre, 
which in their time was held in fuch honour 
and cflcem ? 

iSfopiis and Rcfcms were not Roman fena- 
tors, It is* true ; but theFlamen never declared 
them infamous^ nor was it fuipectcd that the- 

. . m 
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art of Terence refembled that of Locufta’^. 
That great pope and great prince Leo X, to 
whom we owe the revival of good tragedies and 
comedies in Europe^ and who caufed fo manv 
theatrical pieces to be reprefented in his palace, 
with fo much magnificence, little imagined that 
ever the time would come, when in a part 
of Gaul the defcendants of the Goths and 
Celtas would think they had a right to difgrace 
what he honoured. Had the cardinal de&ch« 
lieu lived who built the hall of the royal palace, 
and to whom France owes her theatre, he 
would not have long fufFered rhefe prefbmp- 
tuous bigots to cover with infamy thofe wboai ha 
employed to recite his own works. 

It was the hereticks, it mull be owned, that 
firfl: began to rail againft the finefl of ail the 
arts. Leo X, revived the tragic feene i and that 
was enough to make the pretended reformers 
call it the work of the Devil. Thus the city of 
Geneva, and many iliuftrious hamlets in Switzer- 
land, have been an hundred ahd fifty years with- 
out fufFering a fiddle among therm The Jan- 
fenifts, who now dance on the grave of St. 
Paris, to the great edification of the neighbours, 
in the laft age diliiiaded a princefs of Conti 
whom they governed, from fufFering her fon to 
learn to dance, inafmuch as dancing is a prophane 
exercife. It was necefiarv, however, that he 
fliould acquire a genteel air, and underfland a 


♦ Locufta was an infamows entertained and 

proteded by Nero for ber ikiil in preparing: poiibns, which 
Ihe caufed to be adminiftered to Brittannicus, and many 
others* 
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fiiinact; but they would by no means allow a 
M'olin to be lifed ; and the direftor, by w&y of 
accoiTimochuloru was at laft brought to confentj 
though with great rc- 1 11.0!:.; ncc, that the prince of 
Conti OioulJ be taught to dance with ca ft a nets. 
Some Catholics of a Gothic tafte on this fide the 
ihlciiotains began to the reproaches of there- 
fortrers, and to cry out as looJ as - hey ; and thus 
by degrees was enabliihed in France, the cuftom 
of ftig;na-;/ing Caviar and naa'pc's and refuling 
certain ceremonies to certain perfons, hired by 
the h'ing, and :;.?jng ur.der the eye of the ma- 
gi, hetu:. People did not tliink V;'v.ri.h while to, 
c-'iclalm agdiift this abufe ; fov who vvould 
elude to v'v V. ilh men in p‘>v«-e 5 g and with 
men' of the prefent times for Ph, •edra and 
the of r,iniqi:ity ? I'hey, thin'cmrc;;, 

contented trunrifelvcs with laughing at the 
ab/lirclity of thefe rigorous meafurcs, and ad- 
njiiing in the mean time t he mafter- pieces of the 

jfi ^ 

Rome, from which W have received our cate- 
chifiii, docs not behave like us. She hath al- 
%vays tempered tfie laws as the times, and dif- 
ferent exigencies required : {he hath always taken 
care to diftinguifo between thofe impudent pup- 
pet -fl'cws, which were formerly condemned 
with ib much reaibn. and the theatricid pieces of 
Trifiin, and of lb manv biiliops andcardinals. whes 
have contributed to the revival of tragedy. At 
prefent, plays are adied publickly in fonie reli- 
gious houfes at Rome. The ladies go to them 
without fcandal ; nor do they believe, that dia- 
logues repeatedly perfons whoftand upon boards 
are diabolically infamous. Even the play of 
• Georee 
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George Dandin has been reprefented at Rome 
by the religious, before a large company of ec-* 
clefiahics and ladies. The wife Rornar'; aie par- 
ticularly careful not to excoinmunlcate thoie 
gentlemen who fing the treble in the Italian 
operas ; for it is enoiigh ixO all conicience to be 
cairrated in this world, vviLhoiu being likcwilb 
damned in the other. 

In the happy reign of Lewis XIV. there was 
in all the publick Ihews be exhibited a bench, 
which was called a berich of biihcps. I myfelf 
Wasawitnefs of the importunity with '-^hich in 
the niinoiity of Lewis XV. the caidinal de 
Fleury, then bifiiop of Frejus, was preiTed to 
revive this cuflom. Other times, ether manners * 
We are probably wifer, than when all Europe 
came to admire our fcRivals, when Richlieu re- 
vived the theatre in France, and w^hexn Leo X# 
rcflorcd the AuguHan age in Italy. But a time 
will come when our pofterity, on feeing the im- 
pertinent work of father le Brun, againll the art 
cf Sophoclestj and the performances of our great 
men printed In the fame age, will cry out wdth 
wonder, Is it poJiible that ^the French can 
have been guilty of fuch contradiction j and that 
the moft abfurd barbarifm can have thus proudly 
raifed its head, againft the fineft produftions of 
the human mind 

St. Thomas Aquinas, whofe rnorals were as 
good as thofe of Calvin, or father CLtefnel f 
St. Thomas, I fay, who had never feen a good 
comedy, nor never beheld any but the moi't 
wretched actors, imagined, however,, that the 
theatre might be rendered ufefri. He had the 
good fenfe to perceive, and the juftice to ack- 

^knowledgCj 
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knowledge.^ tlie merit of this art^ rude and un- 
formed iks ii then was j and accordingly^ he not 
only permit ted but even approved it, Sr. Charles 
Bori'onivctks himfcif examined the pieces that 
%vere nfieu at Milan ; and authoiizeJ them by 
bis and his fj.;). 

^VnokAer :;:is ivould be (b Gothic as to treat 
.Rochigu.es and Chimene as polfoners ? Would 
to He-ivcnj that thefe barbarians^ who are ene- 
mies to the fined of all the r.rts^ had the piety 
of Rdyeiiicesj 'the cu-mency cf r'^uguRisSj the 
virtue of Burrijus. ai’d ihat they end their 
days like the husband of Alzka I 
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PREFACE. 

T H E following piece of humour has been ‘ 
(b frequently printed, that we could not 
refufe it a place in this collccHon, It is an inno- 
cent burlefque on a ridiculous book^ written by ; 
the prefident of an academy % and publiilied 
about the end of the year 1752. It was a very 
furprifing thing to fee a philoibpher aflert, tba;: 
there was no other proof of the bc:ng of a Gcd^ 
than an Algebraic calculation; that .the hL-:;:'.,.;: 
foul might be exalted to fuch a degree crp ji fcd;!i:!,n - 
as might be capable of f iehi'.-u. future events ; 
and that a man might pre-o.-.c .vi-: life, for three 
or four hundred years, by flopping the pores of 
his body; together vvilh feverai cither notions : 
no lefs cxcr:rvagar3t. A mathematician of the 
Hague, having attacked the fiift of thefe prap',..'* 
pofitions, and fliewn it tobe eAtremely hdf.?., the 
prefident brought a formal procefs egairfl h:*m 
before his own acaderqy, and found means to 
have him condemned as a forger. This piece of 
injuft ice aroufed the indignatigp of all the lite-* 
rati of Europe ; and gave occafion to the follow- 
ing pages,' in which a conflant allulion is kept 
up to the feverai paflages of the book, which was * 
then the objebf of publick derifion. The re- 
flexions are put into the mouth of a phyficianj 
until heefleCts a cure. 


® This is a fort of lampoon upon Mr. de MaupertuiS;, 
late pfefident of the academy at Berlin, where he and Mr. 
dc Voltaire had fome perfonal difpures, that were not much 
for the honour of philofophy, which we have 

here rendered differtation, is a Greek word fignifying delay 
or procrartination 5 and Akakiap another Greek word, figni- 
^ies hniplicity. 

A D I S- j 
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DISSERTATION, 

B Y 

DOCTOR AKAKIA, 
PhyUcla!! to the Pope. 


THING IS more common in the pre- 
X fent age, than for young and ignorant au- 
thors to ufher into the world under well-knowa 
names works unworthy of the fuppofed writers. 
There are quacks in every profeffion. One of 
thefe impoftors has had the impudence to alTume 
the name of the prefident of a moft illuftrious 
academVs in order to vend fome drugs of a very 
fingiilar nature. It is certain that the refpeaable 
prefident is not the author of the books which 
arc aferibed to him i for that admirable philofo- 
pher, who has difeovered that nature alwaysadts 
by the moft fimple laws, and that ftie is ever 
fparing in the means fhe, employs, would furely 
have ipared his few readers the trouble of reading* 
the fame thing twice, firft in the book entitled his 
Works; and then in that entitled his Letters. 
One third, at lead of the latter volume is copied 
literally from the former. This great man, who 
is fo far removed from all fufpiclon of impofiure, 
would never have publlflied letters w='hich were 
v/ritten to no-body, and far Icfs would he have 
fallen into egrtain blunders which arc excufable 
only m a young author. Though 
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Though I am fully convinced in my own rnlnJ 
that it is no regard to the in terefi: of my profef- 
fion that now induces me to fpeak; yet I may 
take the liberty, I hope, to find fault with this, 
xvricer for treating phyficians as he does his book- 
fellers. He propofes to ftarve us to death : he 
advifes every one to wlthold his phyfician’s fee^ 
when unhappily the patient does not recover. 
«« We do not pay, fays he, a painter that hath 
made a bad piSure/’ O, ycuns- man, how 
tinjuft and uureafonable you are I Did not the 
duke of Orleans, regent of France, pay dearly for 
the dawbings with which Coy pel adcr.'ied tho 
gallery of the Palais Royal ? Does a client de- 
prive his lawyer of his jufi: fee, becaufe he has 
loft his caufe ? A phyfician promifes his afEft- 
ance, and not a cure. He does all that lies in 
his power, and is paid accordingly. What ! 
would you even be jealous of the phyficians ? 

What, think you, would that man fay, who 
had, for inftance, a penfion of twelve hundred 
ducats for talking of mathematics and metaphy- 
fics, for difle£l:ing a couple of tpads, and making 
bimfelf to be painted with a furred bonnet, what 
would he fayftiould the treaflireraccoft him in this 
itrain ? Sir, we muft dedudl: one hundred du- 
cats from your falary, fer having wrote that there 
are flars in the fhape of miliftones; another hun- 
dred for faying that a comet will come and rob 
us of our moon, and even endanger the fun it- 
felf and a hundred ducats more for having fan»- 
cied that comets, compofed entirely of gold and 
diamonds,’’ will fall upon the-iearth : you are 
fined in three hundred ducats, for having affirmed 
|hat the feetus is formed in the womb of the mo- 



A Diffcrtatioii by Dr. Aicaicia. lig 

tnerby attraSlion ; that the left eye attrafe die 
nsht leg j, i'Zc, V/e cannot fine you in Jcfs thao 
four hundred ducatSj for having imagined that it 
is poilible to difcover the nature of the humaa. 
foul, by means of opium} and by differing the 
heads of giants, &c. See. It is evident, that^ by 
thefe means, the poor philofopher Vv^ould lofe the 
whole of his penfion : and would he be contents 
think you, if, after this the phyiiclans fhould take 
it in their heads to laugh at him, and to affirm 
that rewards ought to be given to thofe only who 
write ufeful things, and not to fuch as are re- 
markable for nothing but an immoderate ambi- 
tion of diudnguifaing tbemfolves in the world? 

This inconiiucrate youth reproaches my bro- 
ther phyficians with being too timid and diffi- 
dent in their refearches. He fays we are in- 
debted to chance, and to favage uncivilized 
nations for the only fpecificks that are known 5 
and that the phyficians haye never difeovered 
one them. .We mu%inforrn this ftripling, that, 
it is chance alone that can teach us what medi- 
cines may be engrafted from plants- Hippocra- 
tes, Boerhaave,- Chiratr, and Sen ac could never 
have gueiTed at firfl: fight that the Jefuit’s bark 
would cure a fever } that rhubarb was of a pur- 
gative ; m poppies of a foporific nature. It is 
chance alone that can lead us to a difeovery of 
the virtues of plants ; and phyficians can do no 
more than preferibe thefe medicines according to 
the condition of the patient. They have like- 
wife invented feveral medicines by the affiftance 
of chemiftry.® They do not promife to cure al-* 


* In the Nvorks and letters of iVtr.de JVJ* 
jh S^e the^enus Phyfique, 


ways} 
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ways; but they prom ife to do all in their powen 
to mitigate the pains of their fellow- creatures* 
Did ever this witty youth, who hath treated them 
with fo much fe verity 5 perform fuch an important 
ferviceto mankind as he, who, contrary to all ap- 
pearance, brought back from the gates of death 
the marefchal de Saxe, after the vitSory of 
Fontenoy? 

Our young philofopher would have the phyfi- 
cian to reduce themfelves to a level with ernpi* 
rics, by banifliing the theoretical part of their 
fcience entirely. What would you think of a 
man who fliuld difluade you from employing ar- 
chitects to build houfes, and advife you to make 
ufe of none but mafons who cut flones at ran- 
dom ? 

He llkewife gives us the wholefome advice to 
neglect the Itudy of anatomy. In this cafe we 
ftall have the lurgeons on our fide. We are 
only furprifed that the author, who lies under 
fome fmall obligations to the furgeons of Mont- 
pellier, for curing him of ftoe difeafes which re- 
quire a very intimate knowledge of the interior 
parts of the head, and of other ^jranches of ana- 
tomy, fliould be fo extremely ungrateful. 

The fame author, little verfed, it would ap- 
pear, in hiftory, fpeaklng on the fubje£t of mak- 
ing the punilliment of crilninals more uTefui to the 
ilate by trying experiments on their bodies, fays that 
this fchemeihas never been carried into execution. 
He J 3 ignorant, poor man, of what all the world 
knows, that in the reign of Lewis XL the expeil- 
ment of cutting for the ftone was made for the 
firft time in France, on the body^of a man con- 
demned to death ; that the late queen of England 
caufed them to try the inoculation 0/ the fmall- 

■ «pox 
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rsox cn four cria^inals; that other examples 
of thciaine nature inighi bo eal'by profiaced* 

Ikic, if our autbe^r is ignorant* it niu It be owned 
tha^hc make? amends for thatdefcA by fiigbts 
of a very ungular Imagh-utioiL He acviiA iiSj in 
on:!;t:y of ph vfkuanj to e:-:ploy Imc trActs of the 
eer-Liubgal force to cure an tpop-exy. and vvoii!;] 
have us to whirl tb;;; pnticrir about as rho boyscu> 
a whirligig. The nouon. indeed- h none of his ^ 
but he gives it an air of novelty. 

He aclvife us to cover the padentb body with 
iOllr), or to pierce his skin with needles, if ever 
he pradiies medicine, and propofes (lich reme- 
diuSj it is likdy his patients will take his advicej 
and not pay their plivlician. 

But what is very luryriGng is, that this declared 
enemy of the medical art, v/ho would fo an mer- 
cifully deprive us of our feesj propofes, by wav 
of accommodation, to ruin the patient?. He 
ordains (for he is defpotic) that every phyfidau 
iliCiild prefers the cure of one diiAue only 5 ia 
thatj if -a rn :in has a ^out, a fever^ and a flax, 
fore eyes, and a priirt in his ear, he muil pay iv/e 
phyfidaas inflcaS ofons. But perhaps his Eoean- 
ing is, that eacn of us fi-ould have only a ihkh 
part of the gsminon fee ; another inilance of his 
mnhcc. and by, I imagine w’e /hall hear of 
devotees being adviicd to have a particular direc- 
tor lor every vice; one, for a icrious concern about 
triiles ; one forjealouiys ccncealeu undvraibvere 
and imperiens ai:-; o::c ior che itch of forming 
ca‘v;]s about nothin?; imd ;...:heis for other vices : 
but let us not wa!uh.;r iVom iho fomoB, but letuni 
CO our brohjer?'?'. heia;!?. 

i I;c brii: phyiie: m,"' ft?" he, Is he that: 
rcafons i,.c eo have adhered as 

• ■ G liiid’y 
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fl-riaiv to this maxim in philofophy as ever fa- 
ther Canaie did in theology ; and yet, in fpite oi 
his hatred to reafoning, we cart eaiily perceive 
that be has made feme profouna 
ar of prolonging life- In the firft place, he 
agrees vJith all men of fenfe, (and we imcerciy 
cSneratulate him on agreeing with .or 

once) that our . forefathers lived from e.gn. to 

Ha!)SStn difcovered by the force of his own 
cenius and independent of Leibnitz, that the 
full growth of a man fiiouid be fixed, not at the 
a".»e of ftrength and manhood, but at tne point of 
death he propofes to ward off this point in the 

deatn, P * „,„t,rererveeo-as,byhir.denngthem 

famemanneraswcprcicrvccj,y, ; 

from hatching.” This, undoubtedly, is a mod 
charming fecret, and wc would advile him to fe- 

hen-rooft, or by a criminal Sv;...a;c. of lome 

"‘'"S'fhis fhort account it plainly appears 
that if thefe imaginary, letrers tvere written by a 
nrefident, it muft have been by a pre.utm of 
&d ami and that they are, in as we have 
Smady ftid, the work of a ymung man who has 
enSavoured to fet off his paltry prc4ua.on with 
the name of a philofcpher rerpeded,^as is well 
knoSnTover all Europe,‘and who has^Conienmo 
h«e himfclf declared a “ Ore.t Man 
have fometiroes feen at a carnival in 
lequln difguifed in the garb of an archbifliop , 
buTwe foon found it to be Harlequin, by ms man- 
ner of pronouncing the benedidion : 

Tater trmh will prevail; this brings to my mmd 
S' fable of Fontaine : 
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7Jri petit hout cVov-PlI- ' par 7^iaihcur 
DkouvrU la y.url. <1: larrcur. ' 

'here we fee the whole ears. - 

All things coonrlered^ we refer to die Holy 
Truvlio.or: the booh rheribed to file prcfident ; and 
we fubmit to the decilions of that loarjjed tribii- , ^ ' 5 | 

nal^ in which, it is well Icncwiij phyhebnii have 
■ihe iiioft imp] icit faith*. ]. 

rf' 

Decree of the InquIGticn of I^^rne. Jb; 


W ” E, father c:c. InpiaHtcv for 

the faith, have read the di!l.cr?n^ior: of 
AL Ah akin, phyfician in ordinary to the nopey 
without comprehending the meaning of the laid 
ciiflertiuion, or finding any thing in it contrary to 
the faiths or the Decretals. But we caniio? fay 
tlic fame of the works and letters of the young 
■anonymous author^ who hath aflumed the name 
of a prefiJent. 

After calling in tli^ direffionof the Holy Gpl- 
tit to our afiiftance, we have found in the fai-d 
works, that Issfin the quarto volume of this ano-^ 
nymous autho/^ many propofitions rafh, ill- found- 
ing, heretl(^, or tending to herefy. Wc there- 
fore cond^^n them colledively, feparately'j and 
refpeciiv^y. ■ 

We erpecially particularly anathematize the 
EffayoriCofmologyr in whicii the author, blinded 
by tbepnneipies cf the children of Belial, andac- 
cuftomed to blame every thing, infinuaies, con- 
trary to the holy fcripturcs, that it is a fault in 
Providence tc? allow? fpiders to catch flies: r-nd 
that there is no other proof of the being of God 
than in Z equal to B C, divided by A phis B. 
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TN'cvvV thefc characters being drawn from die art 

conjuring, and plainly diaboiica], we declare 
them to be repugnant to the authorlry of the Holy 
Sec. 

And as, according to cuftoiT), wc knovvi?othing 
of phyfics, nictaphyfics, inathematics, &:c. wc 
have eiTjoined reverend proiefibrs of philoibphy 
of the College of V/iidom to examine the works 
;and letters of the young anonymous author, and 
to give US a falchrul account of the fame. So 
help them God. 


Judgment of the FroCiTors 

^ t iivioni • 


5f the College of 


M 


j) 


i- 



7E declare that the laws relating to the 
V r iliork of b-odici- parfoAly hard, are child- 
:!Tj a ini.rri;::!r-'\ inafmuch as there are no bo- 
di.-. v p'-.i-fc'cSv hiT'b though there are feveral hard 
■ tnind?. upon which wc have la vain endeavoured 
'*0 make an imprehlon. . 

■2. The aTerticn, that the producl of the 
friacc multiplied by the velocity is always a mini- 
mum,’' feerns to be falfc 5 for this product is fore- 
times a niariinium, according to (be opiinon of 
Leibnitz, and as may be cafily pro\'^d. It would 
appear tltat the 5mung author tookonjv one half 
A-if lvL LfibnuTs idea * add we, iherercrre, acquit 
'him of tive guilt of having ever comprehended one 
whole idea of M. Leibnitz. 

2- We likewife adhere to thecenfure which 
Ivf, Akakia, phyfician to the pope, and fo many 
others, have palTed on the ivorks of thisanony-, 
nious author, and efbcciallyon Venus Phy« 

Fque.’' We adviie the young author, that when 
Lc proceeds with his wife (if he has one) to rno 
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work of jTcneration, he will not think that tiia 
iSiAbs h formed in the \?onib,by means of attrac- 
tion ; and wc exhort him, if he co-yjmhsthe fix rf 
;.hc ikfhj not to envy the lots of lhails tot: af =: 
of love, nor that of roads and to be lefs ambi- 
tious of inxeariric:; the fli’e of Fontexdle, when 
riper years iliall have formed his tafie. 

■Vc co:xc now to the examination cf the Let- 


ters, V. 

hich, in euro; 

■inion, arc douh 

r • . ^ 

.y crimimu. 

as :hc 

CO ;; tain ahnci 


Found ix 

U'2e WD 

hs 5 and we ex 

;.or£ him not to 1 

jll the fujitv 

go 

twice imder «: 

lifrlrcnt names, 

becaufe it 
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, Examination of the Letters of a rnurn^ Author 
d:;hui[ed under the name of a ru'.id.o:r» 


l/¥ T nirry not be improper, in the r;]:;rc,. 

^ to inform this 3’oiin;^ author, that Aieii^n:; f 
in man is not callai Eorclinov/icdye : rh:x: vhi; 
word Fcu'eki^cwlcdire is facred to (?od alone. ' xd 
denominates ib^t power by v/hich he looks irno' 
futurity. HX ought to be acquainted with tlie 
manning ofAvorJs before he Lrs hitnfolf to wriic. 
He ouyhyfo know that the foul docs no!; pcrcuiv?^ 
itfelf; fldees externa] t)biec!:s, but cannoi Le it- 
fell 5 fuch is irs prefent condiiicn. dfhv y x-mg; 
writer may eahly corrccl theie triiliiiy crro:s. 

2 . It is falfe that the meniory nmkes us loio 
more than we gain by vVe u-uL inform this 

candidate for iiccrary fame, that the memory L. 
the fncuiry «f retaining ideas; that without this 

^ 1, e. of a coitus duplex. 

^ 'f Letters of a riative of Sr. Malo» 

G-3 faculty 
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faculiv we could not even compofc a bad booItVj 
c(!u!d iiardiy know any thing at all, wocld not 
be able to conduct ourfclv'cs in any flation of 
life, but would be left in a fcate of abfolute ig<“ 
norance and ttupidity. V/e would therefore re- 
commend it to this young r/ian to improve his, 
memory. 

3. VVe are obliged to declare that the following 
liOiion is ridiculous, to wit^ that the foul is like 
a body which recovers its former ftate after 
having been put in motion ; and that in the fan'.e 
manner the ibul returns to its Ibate of tranqui- 
lify or une^fincTs,- which ever of the two be niofi: j 

nsrural to it/’ The author has not expreilcd \ 

himielf with accuracy. He probably meant to- 
i‘ay, il'jiu every one returns to his natural ch5|ac- 
ter ; that a man, for infiance, after having feretd 
himfclfto adtlhe philofophcr for a few days, rc- 
tiirns to his ordinary trifles, See. But fuch tri- f 

vial truths as thefe deferve not to be repeated., 

It is the misfortune of ycuing men to think thas 
they are capable of giving an air of novelty to 
the moft common things, by wrap^ng them up la | 

obfeure expreflions. 1 

4. The author is miftaken in fay-qg, that ex- , 

tcnfion is no more than a perception of rrhe mind. I 

If ever he applies himfelfcto the Hudy^f philo- | 

-fophy, he v/ill fiisd that extenfion is not like ^ 

founds and colours, which exiit only in our fen- 
fations, as every fehoobboy knows. 

5. With regard to the Germans, whom be un- 

dervalues, and treats as dunces in plain terms, he 
appears to us, imthis particular, to be unjuft and I 

ungrateful : this is not merely to wantknowledge, 

it is to want politenefs. This young man may pro- 
bably imagine that he is capable of Inventing . 'y. 

' . fomething 
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fomething after LcibnitTi; but we will tell him 
that n is not to him that we are indebted for the 
invention of gun- powder. 

6. This author* we are afraid, may tempt fome 
of his feiiow-ftutlents to fcarch for the philofo- 
phers alone j for he fays, that, in whatever 
light v/e view it, we cannot prove it to be ini“ 
podible/^ He owns, it is true, that it would be a 
fboiifh thing for any one to fquandc-r away his 
efiate in fuch a refearch ; but as in talking of 
the fum of happlnefs,^’ he ibv?, tliat we cannot 
demonflrate the truth of the Chri/tian religion, 
which, however, many people profels, it may 
happen a fortiori that foPAe men may ruin them*- 
felves in fcarchingfor the grand fecret, as accord- 
ing to him, it may pofiibly be found, 

7. We pafs over feveral things that woulJ. 
weary the reader’s patience, and are uinvortlir 
of the inquifiror’s notice ; but we believe he tvill 
be greatly furprifed to hear that this young {In- 
dent is for clifibcting^the binins of giants ftct 
high, 2nd of hairy men with tail?, the best ei tu 
diicov'cr the ni|ture of the human mind ; that liy 
propofes to m/'Hlify the foul with opium and dr can ; 
snd that he^:::jndei takes to produce large fnakes 
from otbe/^ fnakes with dough, and nlbes with 
grains a-ftorn. We have taken this opportunity 
of diverting the .inquifitor, 

8. But the inquifitor will not laugh when ha 
is informed that every man may become a pro.* 
phet ; for the author finds no more diificulty in 
feeing the future than the pair. He avers that the 
arguments iij favour cf judicial aftrology, are a-s 
Ifiong asthofeagainft it. He then affures us, that 
the perceptions of the paft, the prefenr, and the 
future, differ only in the greaterorlefs adlivity cf:he 

G 4 fouL 
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foul. He hopes that a little more heat and eA- 
:aIiation” in the fancy may ferve to point out tlie 
future, as the memory fhsws the pafh 

We are unanimoolly of opinion that his brain 
is exalted to a very high degree, and that he will' 
foon commence a prophet. We cannot as yet 
determiiiC whether he will be one of the greater 
or Icfler prophets ; but we are much afraid that 
he will prove a prophet of evil, finceeven in his 
tJTiiti'e on bnppineis, he talks of nothing but 
< ahimities. He fays, panicularly, that all fcols 
are unhappy. Wc (end our conipllmerus cfcon- 
dolar.ee to people of this chiiiadter ; but if his 
exalted foul hath looked into futurity, did it not 
perceive fomething ridiculous in the profpecTt f 

9. He Teems to be dciircus of going to the 

.fourhern hemifphere, though, on reading his book, 
one would be tempted to rhlnk that he had juft 
returned ironi ihcncc; and yet he appears to be 
Ignorant that it is a long time hnce the country 
of hh’cderic Henry, i;:uaiccbc?.;orJ the fortieth de- 
gree of fouthern latitude, was difeovered : but wo 
allure him before-bastd, that if, inftead of going 
to the fouthern hemifphere, he ftK>c’d rcfolve to 
fail in a direcSl: line to the ArdticPciCj, no- body 
wu‘]I embark with him. 'ft 

10. "We muft further inform him, thaNt will 
be extremely difficult to make, as«he propofe?, a 
hole that fball reach to the centre of the earth 
(where be probably means to conceal hirnftlf from 
the difgrace to which the publication of fuch 
abfurd principles has expofed him.) 'Fhis hole 
could not be made withot digging upyabout three 
or four hundred leagues of earth j a circumflance 
that might diforder the balance of Europe. 

c 

.. '...To 
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'To concliidc, we cntrc;-*; DrvAir to- 

prek:ribc to him fbme co::!:* ^ tac A cinos ; find’ 
wc cxliori: the aiiihor to ^;pp>y to hi^ iludics iri^ 
fon^e univerfity, and to be ri.c/ri mod tit fof 
the future^ 

Sho\-ll ever a rempem^ ofidiilcrnyhcrs be Ant 
to Finland, to verif}*, if pcHibie, by certnin jnen- 
ibratlons, the grand diicovcrics xAnch Nev/tor: 
made by his mb] i me theory cf graviAuic:-!, ar:c 
ccntrifiigal foscom-'d I'muld he ];ay:'vn tolAr one th- 
the number, let ihnv not cnucavoji lo be alo'av:- 
raliing himfeif above hi:> companioncA nor caiho. 
himfbir to be painted as levelling the eanh wirl:. 
his fir.gle hand, as Atlas is reprclcnted fuppertira; 
the heavens on his (l^oulJcrs ^ as if, forlbocn.; her 
had changed the face of the univerfe, ’nccfiii;';.- he 
bad tahen his divernon in a town wh-re tlnero- 
was a Swedbh gariiuvn. Let him likewiL ah-, 
fiiin from quoting the, polar circle on* every oc^ 
canon. 

Should any of his fencrvV-fLUcler'ts prepofe to 
him in a friendly mmiTrer an opinion diiTerern 
his ? Should he afiiire him that he is fuppojrcd bw 
tl'se authority >hf Leibnitz, and of Lveral otheV 
phiio(bphers,b;;:u particularly flicw him a letter' 
of M. Leil^Atz, Vvdiich the novice fiatly contra- 
di£ts5 ie'^yot the faid- novice ra 3 i!y i-magirir?, and 
give oaf in every plac^, that his anragGr-iih- has 
forged a letter of M. Leibnitz,, to rob him of tlicj- 
o-lory ofbein? an Qri2inai>- • 

I.et him not taite an error into which ne hfis- 
fallen, upon a point of DynaiTiks, which i.s 
of no ufe in praclice fur an adn irab'e diL 
covery. * 

Should this companion, after having frc<[iient~' 
!y fhewi'i^him his work, in which he attacks 

• G 5, hu'u-. 
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him with equal prudence and politenels^ arid 
hi which he even pays him compliments, com- 
mit it to the prefs wdth his confent, jet him 
take care not to reprefent this work of his ad- 
verfary as a crime oF academical treafon* 

Should his companion repeatedly allure him 
that he has in his, poiTeiKon this letter of Leib- 
nitz, as well as feverai others, w^hich he re- 
ceived from a man who has been dead for fome 
years, let not the novice bafely take advan- 
tage of this circumftnnce, nor employ the fame 
iirtiiices as were ufed by a certain perfoii 
againlt the Mairans, the Caillnis. and other- 
true I'hilofophers : let him not demand in fuch 
a involou:? dilpute, r’nnt the dead fliould rife 
froni the grave to afeertaiii the auchenticity of a 
letter of M. Ivcibnitz; but let him referve this, 
miracle to the time of his commencing p:o:'het j 
let him not embroil people in an infignihcant 
quarrel, which the vanity of the author would 
fain render important; nor kt him prefume 
to engage the gods in a war of rats and frogs* 
Let him not write letter upon letter to a great 
princefs, in order to filence his a^jUagonift, and 
to tie up his hands, that fo he , may aiTaili- 
jiate him at pleafuref. 

Let him not, in a pakjy difpute 0^.^^ Dyna- 
sties fummon, by an academical aiuhority, a 
profeflbr to appear within a month ; nor let 


* The perfoT5 here meant had cru'jliy harraiTed the Mtf- 
iieurs de Mai.-an and Cafilini at Paris. 

*1' He v->rore two letters to the pflncefs of Oi’anj?;e, en- 
treating Iut to impofe lilence on his antagoniii M. K. 
^ho was Kterian to ti*at prineefs, and whom he Itad 
«oade,mned as a forger. 

him 
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him condemn the faicl profeflbr of contumacy^ 
as an invader of his glory, as a forger and fal- 
ihier of letters; more erpecially as it is certain 
that the letters of Leibnitz are genuine, and 
that thofe written under the name of a prefi- 
dent were no more received by his correfpon™ 
dents than they were read by the public. 

Let him not endeavour to deprive any one 
of tite liberty of a juft defence ; but let him re- 
n'ernber tl'iai he that is in the wrong, and endea- 
vours to diflionoiir him that is in the right, in 
eitetft diftio Hours him felF. 

Let him be perfuaded that all men of let- 
ters are equal, and we are fure, he will gain 
by this equality. 

Let him never be fo fooiifti as to infift that 
nothing ftiould be printed without his order. 

Phnaily, we exhort him to be of a teachable 
difpofition, to apply to the ftudy of found phi- 
Icfophy, and not to vain cabals ; for what a 
fcholar gains in intrigues he lofes in genius, 
in the fa;r.e manner as in mechanics, what we 
gain in time we lofe in power. We have but 
too frequently fen young authors, W’ho have 
begun by raiftrg high expediatlons and publifli- 
ing exoellcrv''works, and at iaft by writing no- 
thing . but/'ionfenfe y becanfe iuftcad of able 
writers tfiev wanted to befidiful courtiers, fub- 
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worlJ, and their natnes have been entirely, an- 
nihilated : for when in an author a funi of 
errors is equal to a fum of ridiculous propo- 
fitions, his exiftence is equal to nothing'^'.*’’ 


Notwithfiandlng all our author’s wit and fatire, Mr* 
de Maupertuis will be handed down to po/lcerity, with thi^ 
uharaCkr of an able inatheraaucia.n. 
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FUNERAL EULOGIUM 


ON THE. 


OFFICERS 

Vvho died m the War of 1741^. 

A PEOPLE who fet an example of every 
^ thing good and great to all the other na- 
tions of the earth, who taught them all the 
arts, and even the art of war, the mafters of 
the Romans^ who have been our mafters, the 
Greeks I mean, among their excellent inftitu- 
tions, w^hich are 1^11 the object of our admi- 
ration, eilabliftied the cuftom of confecrating 
by funeral euloglums the memory of thofe citi- 
zens who hr d Ihcd their blood in the fervice of 
their coun|::y : a cuftom worthy of Athens; 
worthy a brave and humane nation, and 
worth^'of us ! Why, then fliould we not fol- 
low’ fuch a noble precedent ; we who have fa 
long, and in fo many relpedts, been the happy 
rivals of that illuftrious nation? why confine- 
ourfelves to the fervile cuftom of celebrating 
after their death none but thofe, w'ho being ren- 
dered confj^cuous in the world by their exalted- 
ftations, have been furfeited with theincenfe of 
•praife during their lives ? 
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It is doubt! els juft, it is even conducive to 
the interefts of ibciety, to praife a Titus, a 
Trajan, a Lewis XII. a Henry IV. and others 
of the like chara6!:er: but fhall we always pay 
to the dignity of rank, thofe duties which are 
fo interefting and agreeable when they are 
paid to the merit of the perfon ? thofe duties, 
which are fo vain v/hen they are only a necef- 
fary part of the funeral pomp ; when the heart 
is not aftccled ; vvhen the vanity of the orator 
fpeaks to the vanity of the audience ; and when 
in a let difeourfe, and in forced divilions.. we 
exhauft our own invention and our hearers pa- 
tience in unmeaning eulogiums, which pafs 
away with the fnioke of the funeral lights ? at 
ieaft, if we muft always celebrate thofe who have 
been great, let us fometimes revive the me-* 
mory of thofe who have been ufefuL Happy 
beyond all doubt, (if the voice of the living can 
pierce the darkfome tomb,) happy the magi- 
ftrate, immortalized by the fame organ who 
caufed fo nr?any tears to be ined for the death 
of Mary of England, and who was worthy to 
celebrate the praifes of the great Qonde ! But 
if the aflies of Michael le Tellier rtpeived fiich 
fignal honours, is there a good citizer>^^hat docs 
not now afk whether the fame honou.'S. have 
been paid to the great Coibert, to thaF 'n'ian 
who diftafed fuch an exuberance of plenly by 
reviving induftry j w’ho carried his extenfive 
views to the extremities of the glolie; who ren- 
dered France the miftrefs of the feas, and to 
whom wc owe a grandeur and felicity long 
unknown? 

O ye immortal fnades ! O ye names of thofe 
happy few who have feryedihe Hate with hdcr- 

lity;. 
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lity, be ye e^er held in grateful remembrance ;; 
but efpeciaily perifli not ye entirely^ ye vvarri- 
ersj who have died in ourdefirncc. It w'as by 
your blood that we purchafed our viflories : 
it VIM': upon your mangled and panting bodies 
that your fell ovv- fold iers advanced to the ene- 
nvfy and mounted fo many ramparts : it is to 
you we owe a glorious peace^ the price of your 
defrruction. I'he more war is cojilldered as a 
dreadful fcourge^ comprehending all manner of 
crimes and calairiities, the more fincere monld 
be our gratitude to thefe our brave country- 
men, who have died to give us that liuppy peace 
which ought to be the only end of war, and 
the i'blc objecl of ambition to a \v ife monarch. 

¥/eak and fo'.-jliHi mortals as w^e are, who 
rea Ton fo wifely on our various duties, who 
makcfuch profound refearches iiito the nature of 
our own conftitution, and in:o the fources of 
our frailties and calamities, we make our tem- 
ples perpetually to re found with our reproaches 
and condemnations : we anathematize the 
jlighteft irregularities of eonduft, and the moft 
iccret indulgr/bces of the heart: we thunder 
again 11: vices.; and againft Faults, biamable in- 
deed, but y'V'iich hardly difturb the peace of fo- 
ciety. w-hat voice, commijQioncd to teach 

virtue, nas ever been Vaifed againil: this crime, 
which is fo great and fo uaiverfal; againil: 
that dciiTubtive rage which transforms into 
heail’s of prey men who were born to live like 
brothers ; againil thofe barbarous depredations 
and ihockin^ cruel tics, which make the earrli 
a fcenc of robbery and dcfolation, and convert 
llourilbing and populous cities into .horrid and 
gloomy t^i^nibs? The violation of treaties the 
• moil 
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niofi' facred and folemn, the grofinefs of thofc 
impoftures v/hich precede the horrors of war 5, 
the impudence of thuie calumnies which fill 
the dcclaraiions of the contending parties 5 the 
infamy of thofe rapines v/hich are capitally pu- 
niilied in private men, hut extolled as adls of 
heroifm in the leaders of nations ; theft, rob- 
bery, racking of cities, bankrupts, and the ruin 
of thoufands or wealthy meichants their fa- 
milies wandering from place to place, and in 
.vain bc'gging an alms at the gates cf publicans 
enriched with tlieir fpoils ; thefe are a few of 
the many crimes and calamities that are the 
cenfeant concomitants of war : and yet thefe 
crimCsS arc committed without the jl: rernerh; p 
and the minlfters cf the gofpel thunder in their 
pulpits againft the drefs of the ladies, and againfe 
the exhibition of plays, which are not only in- 
Bocent but ufefuL 

From the banks of thePo to thefe- of the Da* 
Bube they blefs in the narne of the fame God,, 
the colours under wdiich fharcli thoufands of 
mercenary murderers, who from a fpirit of 
lewdnefs, debauchery, and rapincrfia^ e left ihcir 
native fields. They go and charge tlicir ma- 
jilers : they expofe themfelvcs to ax infamous 
punifnment for the fake of the 1110^^ trifiing 
advantage. The day cFbattle comes f ’and the 
foldier, who had hardly ranged himfelf under 
the colours of his cour.tr)’', frequently fheds- 
without remorfe the blood of his fellovv-ciii- 
sens. He impatiently w'aits for the mcmerit-. 
when in the field of flaughter, lie may tear, 
from the dying feme wretched fpoils’, v/hich. 
are fnatched from bimfelf by other hands. 

often the fbldier , iiich isjihatTlind 



A Funeral Eulgcium. 237 

and favage niuhltuuc which is employed to 
change the faic of empires^ and to raife the 
nionmnents of g;or\L Viewed in one collec- 
tive body, ai:d uiurching imJc: the command of 
a great captain, they mrm the mofi: augiift and 
the moft charming fj^cclaclc in the world. 

Taken feparately, and in the excefles of drun- 
kennels and brutal debauchery, (if you except 
a fma;! number) they are the dregs of nations. 

Such is not the cfiicerj jealous of his own 
honour, and of rliat of his fovereign ; hrav- 
ing death in cold blood, though pc-hcilcd of 
every advantage that can make him in love 
with life j chearfully quitting the pleafures of 
fociety for tin? dangers that make nature trem- 
ble ; humancj generous, and coinpaflionaug 
while barbarity rages all around Inm t born 
for the f'vveets of fociety, as well as for the da:]- 
gers of war; equallv polite and brave, lie is 
fi'cquenrly adorned with learning, and frill c 
by the graces of the rSlnd. Such is the ch;i- 
racier which foreigners give of our oflicers’: 
they confefs m.pre particularly, that when the 
too ardent he? , of youth is tempered by a lit- 
tle experierx^'b, they make themlelves beloved 
even by t|;Sbir enemies. But if their graceful 
and operf%ehaviour ha^fe been fometlnies able 
to foften the moit barbarous minds, what has 
not their valour performed r 

Thefe are they who defended for fo many "- 

months the capital of Bohemia, conquered by 
their iiands in fo ihort a time ; they who attacked r 

and even befisted their befiegers 5 who fought . y 

fiich long battles in their trenches; v/ho braved [ 

the enemy, hunger, death* and the uncom- r. 

mon,fcverity of the feafon^ in that memorable 

, . ■ ■ march^ ? 
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march 3 not foiong indeed a.3 that of the Greeks 
U3"ider Xenophon, but as painful and as ha- 
jtnrdous. We have fecn them, under the con- 
duct of a general equally brave and vigilant, 
precipitate their enemies from the top of the Alps, 
vid-orious at once over all the obilacles whjch 
nature, art, and valour opposed to their invin- 
cible courage. Ye tides of FctU-cnov, ye b.Jiks 
of, tile Echeld and thcMaefe, irained vi-iib their 
blood, it v.^as cn your plains that their valour 
brought vdclory to the feet of that king, whom 
the nations combined againil him ought to 
have cliofcn for their arbiter ! What noble ex- 
ploits were perff'u-med by thefe heroes, the 
n umber of whom is hardly knou’r; ? 

la what then were the centurions and tri- 
tn.’ncs of the Rom.ars legions .heir ibptriors? in 
what did they excel them, if it was not, per- 
haps, in their invariable love of military clif- 
ciplinc ? The ancient Romans, it is true, eclipfed 
ail the other naiions of Europe, when Greece 
v/as funk in efi-eminacy, and divided in her 
councils j and when other nations were as yet 
barbaiir.ns, dcftitiue of good hy/s^ knowing 
how to fight, and ignorant of th^Yart of war, 
incapable of uniting their joint effects againfi: 
the common foe j without commerceY'without 
arts, and without every refource that could en- 
able them to preferve their liberties. No na- 
tion has ever equalled the ancient Romans. 
But Europe, taken together, in its prefent con- 
dition, is greatly fuperior to that conquering 
and legiflative people, whether vre confider the 
many branches of knowledge that have been 
brought to perfection, of the many new dif- 
Qpv^ries that been aiadej \vnetber^ w@ 
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furvcy that extcnfr/e and aJvanlngeous com- 
merce which iiniLCs'both worlds, or thofe ric!i 
siiid ilourifhing cities raifed in rdaccf? which 
liiidcr rhe Conllilsand Cicfars, were 110 better 
than barren defertss whether we call onr cyc-s 
on thofe numerous and difciplincd armies which 
defend twenty Lingdorrs bitffed with a regular 
govCinment ; or endeavours to pierce the veil 
of that policy, ever deep and ever aciive, which 
holds the balance among fo many nations* In 
a word, that fpirit of jealouty itfelf which reigns 
among the moderns, which excites their genius^ 
and animates their labours, ferves to ra i fc Eu- 
rope to a piixli of grandeur greatly fuperior to 
what we admire in ancient Rome, without be- 
ing cither able or willing to rcfemble it. 

But is there a nation in the world that can 
boail* of containing fuch a number of excellent 
officers ns ours? Sometimes,, fn other coun- 
tries, men enter Into the fcrvJce in order to 
iTiake their fortunes among us they lavifh 
away their fortunes for the meet* pleafure of 
ferving: elfewhere they fell their blood to fo- 
reign mafters ; 'here they burn with the dcfire of 
iiicrificing their lives for their king ; there they 
march becyafe they are paid 5 here they fly to 
death, iiKmier to obtainithe approbation of their 
mafter; a?id honour has aivvays done greater 
things than intereft. 

In fpcaking of fuch noble exploits and fuch 
glorious adlions, we frequently difpenfe with 
the tribute of gratitude, by faying that ambition 
was the fprin^ of all. But this is the logic of 
the ungrateful. They who ferve us, I owm^ 
'would wifii to rife in the fervicei yes, they 
Sire animated by .that noble ambition^ without 
V , which 




X 40 A Funeral Evtooivia. 

which there would never^e a great; nian. And 
indeed if they had not in their eyes thoie grand 
ol;gc£ts that redouble the love of their entjn 
they v/oiild be but poorly recoinpe 5 i » e a 1-- *v til e 
public, U'ho, though they arc forneth 
and even precipitate in their prahes, are al- 
ways more apt to cenAtre ; paning Aom entLn- 
iialm to injifibrcricc, uiid from indh. -I'rnra to 
forgetrulnefs. 


bibnritcs, as we are, who lire at 


fiourifhing cities, cmrlrwrd 

in the ]Tn;n;:-T‘n.s 

of luxury, become ‘i-f':;::!' 

■ic to C'vcrv 

and even to pleafbre itAig 

-hrc.2:h r;. 

c f i n d u 1 nee; t i red w i ! ! \ tl : 

eh; defy dive;, c 

the leu ft of which would 

h:uc i huMvud ^ 

anceftors, and fuiated with 

C ; j lI l"l ; i i.-i , 

more delicious than the leaf 

b; cfkii'jS ; ami: A 


fo many yVafiires, at once (b accuii.inaU d and 
fo little enjoyed; Uirrounded by f.; many err. 
and iinilhed pcrf\irma;iccs, A ptrAJi; and n; 
iiegle6ied ; inLC’xicatcd Aid lulled afeen, as i: 
were, in the bcibni cf |*eace and Aif-conctir, 
we hear the news of a battle; t-.ve awake from 
our pIcafiDg lethargy to afk vritji eagernefs the 
particulars that are talked or at^pandoiT;, to 
cenfurc the general, to diniiniih thc-\lofs of the 
enemy, and to rnagnif]- our own. iVIcan while, 
five or fix hundred families in the kingdom 
are either bathed in tears, or filled with tlic molt 
dreadful apprehtnfions. They groan, and re- 
tiring into the mcll fccrct pans of their boufes, 
demand from heaveji their brodners, their huA 
bands, and their children. Tlie peaceful in- 
habitants of Paris repair in the evcningyto tl.c 
theatre, whither they are drawn by.f:uitom, ni- 
ther than by inclination; and if at the repafi-, 
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wnich fiicceeds the: they hnnpen to talk 

of (.kccak d \v::h wiio::; they v/ei'e acquaint-- 
C(l, they do it fbmetimes vriLii in\li(R;rcnce 1 
fometiiiies by reviving tlie memory of their 
faults, when they ought only to rernereher 
tlieirlots 5 or even (bmcd'nes by c:^erc’;Ing that 
eafy and nhichieveu? talent tif ic:. heious wit 
againfl theivs, as if they were ivill living* 

But when we hear t!:at a reverie of fortune^ 
fuch as the yrcat.cfl' com:iir.nder3 have in all 
ages cnyvricnvcch has retarckJ the progress of 
D'jr arms, we are thm thrown into the deepcfi 
dcfpalr ; we then put on the rnpearnnee ofiear^ 
without hrehag the lean: real apprcl'icnncru 
Our bitter reproaches pcrfecv.te even in the 
grave the generaU wr«ere duys have been cut 
iiiort in an unfuccclsfiil Ciigagornenf^'. But 
do we know what were his ciefigns, and his 
rcfource;; ? or, can \vc from our gilded rooms^ 
wbicah we Iiavc hardly ever ]cft> difeern^ with 
a glance of the eye, the particular fpot on which 
he fought ? he wliormyou accufe may have er- 
red ; but he died fighting for you. X¥'hat ! 
fcall our books, our ichcohy, and our hiftorical 
declamations, incefTantly repeat the name of a 
Cinegerus, v,>ho, having loit his arms in feiz- 
ing a Perfi 'ill bark, endeavoured in vain to hold 
it vvitii«^iiis teeth ? ar^d fliall we blame oar 
countryman, who loir his life in fnatching in 
the fame manner, the pa] [fades of the enemy's 
entrenchments at the battle oi' Exilles, wd’ien 
he was no longer able to felze them with his 
wounded hands ? 


«■ Tlie Chevalier de BeUeiHe. 

• ’ ‘ J -'Ct 
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Lefusnotfill our minds with thefe examples 
vf antiquity, oftentimes too ilightly proved, and 
g^rcatly exagjyerated 5 but let us referve lome 
room, at Icaft, for thofe infianccs of heroifm, 
whether fjccersful or uniuccefs'ful, which our 
fellow-citizens have given. W^’s not the young 
Briennc who, on having his arm broke at the 
battle of Exiiles, mounted the ladder, crying, 

I have another left for my king and my coim-« 
try y’ was not fuch a man equal to a native 
of Latium or Attica ? and ought not all thofe, 
who like him advanced to meet the death they 
could not give to their enemies, ought not 
they to be dearer to us than the ancient war* 
riors of a foreign land ? did not they merit a 
hundred times more praife, and acquire more 
glory by dying under the inacceffiblc bulwarks, 
than their enemies did in defending themfelves 
with fafety, and in killing them without diffi- 
culty or danger? 

What fhall J fay of thpfe who died at the 
battle of Dettingen; a bakle fo well planned, 
and fo ill conducted, and in which the general 
wanted only to be obeyed, in order to put an 
end to the war ? Among thofe whofe unfuc- 
cefsful valour and untimely death hiftory fhall 

^ 

* This would have been a noble declaration had he been 
fighting in defence of his country, inflead of invading the 
dominions of another prince, in order to gratify the am- 
bition of his fovereign. It would have become a Spartan 
at Thermopylas, but appeared ridiculous in the mouth of 
a foidier in th*® army of Xerxes t the firfl was a true pa- 
triot in the mpjft honourable fepfe of theyvord : the other 
was the defperate Have and wicked inArument of ufurping 
tyranny. 

cek-' 


4 
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celebrate, fliail wc forget a youv.z Bonners % 
a chil<l of ten years of age, \‘viio having a leg 
broken in ihac battle, caiifeJ it to be cue oiF, 
and died without corr^plai at ? an. iijftance of 
f(n‘',itLide rarely to be found anioog warriors, 
arid the only one ever given by a boy of chac 
age ! 

if we turn our eyes to actions, not more 
brave indeed, but more fortunate, how many 
heroes do wc find whofe names and atchievC"* 
nients ought for ever to be in our mouths 1 
how many countries Iprinklcd with the nobleft 
blood, and famous for the rnou: glorious vic- 
tories ! I'herc were raifed againil: us an hun- 
dred bulwarks,' which are now no more. What 
are become of thofe fortifications of Fribourg, 
bathed , with blood, tottering under their de- 
fenders, and furrounded with the lifelefs bodies 
of the beiiegers? We fill! fee the ramparts of 
Namur, and thofe caftles which make the afto* 
niflied traveller cry, How could they reduce 
this fortrefs which totJbhed the clouds We 
ffill behold Oftend, which formerly fuftaineci 
fieges of three years continuance, and which in 
five days furrendered to our vidlorious arms. 
Every plain, every'dty in thefe countries, is a 
monument of our glory 5 but what has thi<3 
glory c^F! « 

O ye happy people, give, at leaft, to your 
countrymen who have died the vidims of this 
glory, or who ftiil furvive a part of themfeives, 
the rewards which their allies or their w’^ounds 
demand. If you refufe them this boon, the 


* Bovfiers dc Kemiancovjr, nephew to the duke de Bo«- 
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trees^ the fields of Flanders will afilimeax^ofcc, 
and tell you, it was here that the modeft and 
intrepid Luttaux loaded with years, and ex- 
haufied by a long fervice, wounded already in 
two places, weak, and iofing blood, cried out, 

We muft not now think of prcferving life j 
•we muft endeavour to render the remains of 
it iifefal and leading back to the combat the 
difperfed troops, received the mortal blow, 
which brought him at laft to the grave. It was . 
there that the colonel of the French guards, 
going firft to reconnoitre the enemy, was the 
firft that periflied in tliat bloody battle, and 
expired offering prayers for his king and his 
countrj'. At a greater diftance died the ne- 
phew of the famous archbifhop of Cam bray, f 
the inheritor of the virtues of that excellent 
niari, who rendered virtue truly amiable f. 

How juftly then did the pofts of the fathers 
become the inheritance of the fbns ! Who 
could feel the leaft fpark of envy, when, on 
the ramparts of Tournay'J one of thofe fubter- 
ranean thunders wffiich bafile the efforts of 
valour, and elude the precautions of prudence, 
having carried away the bloody and fcattered 
limbs of the colonel of Normandy, the regi- 
ment was given the fame day to his fon, and 
that invincible body were hardly fcfible of 
having changed their leader. 7'hus that fo» 
reign troop, which has become fo national, 
and which bears the name of Dillon, has feen 


* Lieutenant-colonel of the guards, lleutenant-ge- 
neral. 

4 The marquis de Feneicn, lieutenant-general and am- 
Isaflador in Hciland. 

. , . , 3' '^fons 
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•fens and brothers rapidly fuccced their fathers 
‘and brothers, who fell in battle, I'hus tlic 
brave D’Aubeterre, the only colonel killed ac 
the fiege of Bruffcls, was replaced by his cou- 
rageous brother. Why was it necelTary that 
death flrould deprive us of him likewile? 

The government of Flanders, ih.i': eternal 
•theatre of war, is jufUy fallen to the iliare of 
the warrior who ex[X)fed his life fo frequently 
-in one day at the battle of Rocou 1*1 is fa- 
ther marched by his fide at the head of his re- 
giment, and taught him to command and to 
•conquer, t Death, who refjDedkd this gene- 
rous and tender parent’ in the battle of RocoLij» 
Avhere he was continually hovering around him, 
waited for hint in Genoa under a diiter-ent : 
there he perifned, grieving that he could not 
filed his blood on the baftions of the befieged 
city : but with the confolation of leaving Ge- 
noa free, and carrying with him to the grave 
the tide of its deliverer. 

Wherever v^^e tum our eyes, whether to that 
city delivered from opprefiion, or to the Po, 
and the TclTin, to the top of the Alps, or to 
the banks of the Scheld, the Maeie, and the 
Danube, we every where behol d aclions worthy 
• of immortality, or deaths which deferve our 
eternaT lamentations. * 


T!ie f!-ucde B-:iiflerSj a UeUter.anc-generai in the army, 
put himfeif with bis fen, a youth of fifteen \e 2 rs of 
at the head of that young man’s regiment; he received 
ten buihts in his cloaths j and afterwards died ac 
Genoa. 

4 Are not t’^efe good fpecimens of the bathos fimihr 
to the following iines : 

And thou Dalhoufie, the great God of war, 
'J-ieutimant-cslonel to the earl of Mar, 

' • E We 
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We muft be ftupid not to admire fuch he- 
roic atcbievements, and barbarous not to be af- 
fcdted with the nrielancholy fcenes they occa- 
/ion. Let us put ourfelves for a moment in 
the piacc of a fearful fpoufe, embracing in her 
cbllciren the image of her young hufbandj 
whom fne tenderly lovesj while the warriorj 
who had fought danger on fo many occafions, 

, and had been wounded ib frequently, marches 
againfl: the enemy, in the fuburbs of Genoaj 
.at the head of his brave troop 5 that man who^ 
afeer the example of his family, at once culti- 
vated the ftiidy of letters and the art of war, 
and whefe genius was equal to his valour, re- 
ceives the fatal blow he had fo long fought : 
he dies: at this news the diiconfplate half of 
himfelf faints away in the midft of her chil- 
dren., who are not yet csnable of being fenfible 
of their lofs. Here amcilier and a v/ife refolve 
to fet out for Flanders, to fuccour a young 
hero, vvhofe wiidom and valour, greater than 
his years, jufily procured hum the afFeciion of 
the dauphin, and feemed to promife him a glo- 
rious life 5 but while they are flattering thern- 
felves with the agreeable hopes of preferving 
his life by their tender care, they are told that 
he is dead'^. What a moment! what a fatal 
blow to the daughter of an unfortun'^e em- 
peror, pallionately fond of her hufoiind, who is 
her only cpnfolation, her only hope in a foreign 
country, to be told, Never more will you 
fee the tender fpoufe for whom alotie you de- 
lire toHvej!” 


The count de FrouIaL % The count dc Baviere. 
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A mother flies, without fliopping^ into Flan- 
'derSj amidft the cruel agonies iiito which flie 
is thrown by the wound of her young font* 
Already had flie fcen in the battle of Rocou 
his body pierced and torn with one of thofc 
■terrible wounds which leave the furvivor only 
a laDgiiiiiiirig life: this time (lie thinks hcrfelf 
too happy : flie returns thanks to heaven on 
feeing her Ton deprived only of an arrn^^ when 
ihe trembled with the appreheniion of finding 
'him in bis grave* 

In this leview let us neither follow the or- 
■der of time nor that of our exploits aiicl lofic;:. 
Our feelings difdain the continernent of rules* 
I tranfporc myfelf to the fields in the neigh- 
bourhood of Augfhurg, where the father of the 
young "Warrior of whom I am now fpeaking, 
faved the remains of oar army, and delivered 
them from the purfuit of the enemy, whom 
.numbers and treachery rendered grCc'.tly iu- 
perior* But in the execution of this diiiicult 
talk, we' loft the laft branch of :.hj houfe of 
Rupelmondc ; that cfiiccr lb learned and fo 
amiable, who had ftudied the art of war with 
the moft profound attention, and who joined 
intrepidity of foul, folidity of judgment, and 
brilliancy of wit, to the aioft polite and en- 
gaging add refs : he ieaves a wife and a mother 
worthy of fuch a fon, bathed in tears and 
plunged into a flate of the deepeft melancholy 
and dejection. 

Now ye fcornful and trifling minds, who !a- 
vifh your infujting and mlfplaced on 


f The marquis de Segur, 
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eII that foftens (he noble and tender heart;: 
ye who in-the flriking events which determine 
the fate of kiiigcloms, fcck ordy ro difiinguijQi 
yourieivcs by thofe puns and jells which you 
call wir, and who, on that account, pretend to 
a kind of fupcrlority in the world, exert here, 
ifyc dare, the deipicable efforts of a weak and 
barbarous imagination ; or rather, if ye have 
the Icafi fpark of humanity, join in the com- 
inon grief, and mingle your tears with thofe of 
the public. But are ye worthy to weep? 

Let not thofe eipecially, v/ho have been the 
xiiarers of fo many dangers, and the vvitnefTes 
cf fo many IciTcs, contract in the voluptuous 
indolence of our cities, and in the Jightnefsof 
converfation, that ha!St to which our nation 
is fo much addidted, of diiTcfmg an air of ridi- 
cule and dcrificn on all that is mofl glorious in 
life, and moil terrible in death. Would they 
be fo foolilh as tints to degrade themfelves, and 
to tarnifli what it is thcK intereft to honour ? 

Let thofe who employ their whole time in 
reading our empty and ridiculous romaixes ; Jet 
thofe whofe bad tafle can be pleafed only with 
thofe puerile thoughts., more faife than delicate, 

' Vvdth which we are daily flunned, diidain the 
funple tribute of forro^y that fprings^l'rom the 
heart : let them naufeate thcle true pidfures of 
our grandeur and our loiTcs, thefc finccre eulo- 
giums given to names and virtues unlcnovwui to 
thena : I Vvill neverthclefs continue to ilrew 
fiowers on the tombs of our defenders; I will 
faife \ny feeble voice, and cry, H^-^re was cut oir, 
in the bloom of life, that young warrior wkoCe 

, « The.msrggis de BeaUveau, fon to the prdnce'of Cracne^ 

" "bro-’ 
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brothers fight under our ftandarJs^ and v.diofc 
faLh^er protected tlie arts at Floreace, under a 
foreign domiiiiori. There was pierced with a . 
mortal wound the niarcjuis do Beaaveau, hi;-; 
coufin* when tlie worthy grand ion of tire great . 
Conue forced the city of Ypres to fiirrender. 
Tormented with incrediblepaiin and iurrounded 
'by our foldiers, w'ho difputed vj^ith each other 
the honour of carrying him ofF, he laid to th-e;n 
in a dying voice, My friends, go where )’our 
prefence is ncccflary ; go and iight, and leave 
me to die by mvkdf.'’'' Who can fufnclcjvtly 
pralfe his frank and noble bdiaviour, bis foci./i 
virtue;5, his knov.’ledge^ Ills love of learning, 
arid that judicious fKill in ancient irioniiir.eni;, 
which died with him ? Thus perifned by a 
violent death, and in the flower of their age, a 
number of men., from whom th-ihr country ex- 
pgcJied to derive the greatelt glory and advan- 
tage 5 while the u -clefs incumbrances of the 
earth, grown old in fe^iincTs, amufe themlclvcs 
in our gardens, and take a plcafure in beings the 
firil to relate the news of thefc calamitous 
events. 

O. fate ! . O deftiny ! our days are numbered : 
the moment eternally fixed arrives, and anni- 
hilates ^11 our projects, and all our hopes. 
The count de Bifly, ready to receive the honours 
which are fo greatly defired, even by thof: on 
whom honours are accumulare-d, runs from 
Genoa to MaeiLi'iclit, and the Lifi: fire from the 
ramparts depiives him of life ; he was the lali: 
victim that w^s facrificed, a;icl fell at the very 
moment which heaven had preferibed to put mi 
end to fo much bloodflied. O war ! thou who 
haft filkd«France with glory, and v/ith forrow, 
• H 3 thou 
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thou doft not barely ftrike by thofe fudde^s 
blows which bring cJeftruiliou in a moment ! 
How many citizens, how many of oiir friends 
and relations, have been ravifned from us by a 
ilow death, occafidned by the fatigue of long, 
marches, and the feverity of the feafons !■ 

'Fhou art now no more, C> fweet hope of* 
tlie reft of my days I O my tender friend, edii-* 
Ciued in the king’s invincible regiment, which 
h.ith always been conduifed by heroes, which 
ilgnulized itfelf fc remarkably in the trenches 
of Prague-, in the battle of Fontency, and ii\ 
that of La'wielt, where it decided the vidlory ! 
The retreat from Prague, for the fpace of thirty 
leagues, and through roads coveted with ice, 
caff into thy bofom the feeds of death, which 
my fad eyes afterwards law imfolded : familia- 
rized to the view of death, thou behcldeft him. 
approach with that indifference, which the an- 
cient philofophers endeavoured either to acquire 
or to affume. Racked Wr.h pains, both within 
and without, deprived of fight, and every day 
lofing a part of thyfelf, nothing but the moi% 
extraordinary degree of virtue could have pre- 
vented thy being miferable i and yet this virtue 
fat fo eafily upon thee, that it feemed to cofi: 
thee no trouble. I have always feen thee the 
tnoll unfortunate and the moft compofed of 
" mankind. The world would never have known 
, the great: lofs it has fuftained in thy death, had 
not a man, equally remarkable for his human!* 
ty and e}o<|uence, corbpofed thy eulogium, in 
a work confecrated to friendfhip, and embel- 
iiflied with charms of the moft moving poetry. 
I am not furprifed, that, amidft the tumults of 
f thou didft cultivate the ftudy of fetters and 

■ ’ of 
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of wifJom : thcfe examples are not rare arnorig. 
ns. If tbofe who had only the oftentation of 
merit, could never impofc upon thee 5 if thofe^ 
who, even la the tender iatercourfc of friend- 
fiiip, are guided only by the motives of vanity, 
provoked thy iiidignatian, there were neverthe- 
lefs fome noble and ingenuous minds v/hich re- 
fembJed thine own. If the elevation of thy 
thoughts would not fuifer thee to Itoop to the 
perulal of licentious piTformances, the traiifient 
delight of giddy youth, who are rather pie a fed 
\vith the fubjcct than tlie execution; if tho’-t 
defpifcdrt that crowd of books, produced by 
bad tafte ; if thofe who only endeavour to be 
fmart and witty, appeared to thee in fuch a mean 
and contemptible light; thou poiiefiedft this 
folidity of judgment in common with thole who 
always maintain the caufe of reafon .agalnft that 
inundation of bad tafte, which feems to threaten 
m with a fpeedy decay. But by what prodigy 
did ft thou acquire, •at the age of twenty-five, 
the knowledge of true philofophy, and the talent 
of true eloquence ? How waft thou able to foar 
fo high, in an age of folly and trifling ? And 
how did the fimplicity of infant baftifulnefs 
cover the depth and ftrength of thy genius ! I 
fhali long remember,*with forrow, the value of 
thy friendfliip, the charms of which I had hardly 
begun to tafte; it was not that vain friendfhip 
which fpriags from the participation of vain 
pleafures,. which vanilhes with them, and of 
which we have always reafon to repent ; but it 
was that ftetdy and rational friendfliip, which, 
of ail the virtues, is the moft uncommon. It 
was thy lofs that firft put into my heart the de- 
fjgn of faying fome honour to the afnes of fo 
H 4 many 
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many defenders of the ftate, that I might 
wife rnife a iiiOnument to thine. My hearty 
filled with the remembrance of thee, naturally, 
fought for this confolation, without forefeeing 
to what life this, difeourfe might be defiined,- 
nor how it v/ould be received by the malignity 
of mankind, who commonly,. indeed, fpare the 
dead ; hut fometimes however infult their aihes,. 
crpecially when it can ferve as a frefli pretext 
for tearing the living in pieces* 

June I,. 1748. 

JV. B. The youno; man whofe death is hers> 
fojudiy lamented, is M. de Vauvenargues, who 
v/as long a captain in the king’s regiment. I 
know not whether I am iniftaken, but 1 imagine 
the reader will find, in the fecond edition of his- 
book, more than an hundred thoughts, which 
plainly fhew him to have been a youth of the. 
niofi: amiable difpofition, deeply ficilled in phi-^ 
lofophy, and intirely free frcm ^al] fpirit of party, 
and fadtion. 

The follo'wing maxims are fubDritted to the. 
confideratioii of the judicious. 

We are moTe frequently deceived, by rea- 
fon than by iiatured’ ^ 

If the pafiions lead us oftener aftray than 
the judgment, it is for tfie fiime-reafon that 
rulers commk more faults than private men.”- 

""" ® 

Great thoughts flow from, the heart.” (la 
this manner, without knowing it,, he drew his 
own charadler.}; 


Tno: 
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The coDfcicnce of the clvin'^ rcr-roeclics 
# ® # . 

Fortitude or tiirnditv, at the hour of 




deatfli, depends on the 1 ail nckneE.” 


I 'I'^^ould adrife t:!ie reader to perufe the fjl- 
Jovvin;^ mLixinis with great care, and to endea- 
vour to expiain them. 


The tliouiirht of death deceives us ; for it 


'Tke till 

miUvCS U3 forget to live.'' 

Of all kinds of philofoph}'^ that is the mo S 
falfc, which, under the pretence of freeing 
men from the doaiinion of the pallions, ad- 
vifes them to Jive in a ftate of Jirdcis iiido- 
lence.’^ 

.'’ft 

We owe, perhaps^ to the pafSons the 
greateft advantages of a menial nature.^’ 

: • 

«<; does not hu-rt the inlercfls of To- 

ciet^, does not belong tathe cagzKzance of 
juftice/’ 

*?»■ s^r 

-^4^ ^4^ 

Vvhoever is niore fevere than the laws^ is 
a tyrant.’* 

It is “evkknt, rnetbinks, from thefe few 
maxims, that we cannot fay of him v/hat one 
of tiiC mod amiable geniufes of the prefent age 
hath fakf of thefv party-phiiofophers, of thefe 
H 5 mvf 
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new ftoics, who have impofed their do(5lrmesc>a 
the ignorant : 

Jls ont eu farf de Men conndkrei 
Vhomme qiiih ont hnagins^ 

Mats Us n ont jamais devine 
Ce qiitl ejiy ni ce qdil doit itre\ 

They ftudy’d and prefented man. 

As their own brains had form'd the creature ^ 
But all their art could never fcan 
The genuine workmanihip of Nature. 

I do not know that any of thofe who have 
. undertaken the inftru£lion of mankind, have 
ever written anything more fenfible than his- 
chapter on Natural and Moral Evil. I do not 
pretend to fay, that every thing is equally good 
in this bookj but, if my judgment is not 
warped by the influence of friendihip, 1 hardly, 
know any book that is mQfe proper to form a 
well-difpofed and teachable mind. What fur- 
ther confirms me in the opinion of the excel- 
lence of this work, which M. de Vauvenargues- 
has left behind him, iwS, that I have feen it> 
defpifed by thofe- who love nothing but falfe, 
wit and qiiaint expreffions- ^ 


OF 
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DOCTRINE OF GENIL 

T he doctrine of genii^ judicial aftroIogVj 
and, magic, has jfii led the whole caith. 
Go back to the time of Zoroairer, 5'oa will 
find the I'clief of genii eftabliihed. All rnui- 
qulty is filled with aftrologers and niagicians., 
Thefe notions mufr, therefore, be founded la 
nature. W e now aiFcfl: to laugh at thofc na- 
tions among whom fuch ridiculous conccirs 
prevailed j but had we been in their place, had 
we, like them, been beginning to cultivate the 
fciences, we fl^ould have adled exadbly in the 
fame manner. Let us fuppofe, for once, that 
we are men of genius^ beginning to reafon .on 
©ur own being, a.«d to make obfervations on 
the heavenly bodies: the earth is doubt) eis im- 
moveable,- and fixed in the center of the uni- 
verfe ; the fun and planets revolve only for it; 
the ftars are made folely for our fake ; fo that 
man is tiie grand objedl to which every otlier 
part/)f nature is fubiervient. What nowfoall 
v/e make of all thefe globes, which are folely 
deftined for our ufc, and of the immenfity of 
fpace ? It is very probable, that fpace in ge- 
neral, and thefe globes in particular, are peopled- 
with inhabitants; and fince we are the favou- 
rites of nature, placed in the center of the 
world, and every thing is made for us, thefe 
beings mui? evidently be deftined to vyatch over ’ 

man. ♦ 

« 
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The Erft who Ihould believe the thmg to Be- 
barely poilible., would fooE find difciples con- 
vinced that it acStually w’’as fo. Men began by 
faying, there poffibly may be genii, and no 
body ought to afHrm the contrary ; for where 
is the impoflibility of the air and the planets 
being inhabited ? They- then went a flep fan- 
ther, and faid, there are genii, , and no one 
furcly can prove that there are none.. Soon afr 
ter ibme fages faw thefe genii, and no one had 
a right to fay that they had not feen them: 
they had appeared to men of fo much con fid e- 
ration, and fo worthy of credit, as to put the 
jnattcr ben ond all doubt. One had feen the 
genius of the en’pire, or of the city in which 
he MMS born *, another had feen the genius of 
Mars, or tirjt of Saturn ; the genii of the four 
elements had appeared to feverrJ philofophcrs 
more than one iage had fc cn his own genius 
all this, at iirfh, in dreams^; but dreams were 
iymbols of the truth. 

They even knew the fiiape and figure of 
ihcle genii. In order to reach our globe,, 
they behoved to have wings 3 and wings they 
accordingly had. We know no beings but 
bodies ; they therefore had bodies, but bodies- 
more beautiful than curs-, becaufe they^were 
genii, and more light, becaufe they came from 
fuch an irifinienfe diftance. The fages, who 
had the privilege of converfing with the genii, 
flattered others with the hopes of enjoying the 
fame happinefs. ■ What kind* of a reception 
would they have given to a fccptic, '*"who fhoiild 
have faid, 1 have never feen any genii, there- 
fore there are none?' They would fx^ve an- 
fwered.5 Ycu reafon very ill. It does not fc>l'- 

lows 
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IbWj from your ignorance of a thing, that It- 
does not aSually exift. There is no contra- 
diction in the doctrine which teaches the nature: 
of thefe aerial beings^ nor is it impoffible that 
they may pay us a vifit. They, have appeared' 
to our fages ; they will appear to. us: you aro.' 
not. worthy to fes'. genii. 

livery thing on earth is a mixture of goovi' 
and evil 5 there mull:, therefore^ be good and- 
evil genii. The Perfians had their pens and 
theirr/wj-j the Greeks their and caeo- 

df.^ 7 iions s and the Latins their horios and ?rmhs 
ge?:hs. The good genius was white 5 the 
evil genius black; except among the Ne- 
groes, v/here. the cafe was perfectly inverted;. 
Plato rew^dliy admitted a good and evil genius 
for every mortal. The evil genius of .Brutus 
appeared to him, and foretold his death, beforo 
the battle of Philippi. Have we not been told 
fo by the graveft hiftorians ?. And would Plu- 
tarch liavc been fo lafa as to affirm this fadt, 
bad it not been wel 1- founded- ? ■ 

Confider, likewife, what an inexhauftible 
fund of feafts,. diverfions, merry tales, and wittje 
ffiyings, the creation of genii afforded. 

S^t.genmsMaiale ernes qui temper at ajirum^. 

t genius vifurus bonoresy 

Cui decorent fanJtas Jio 7 'ea ferta comas* 

There were male genii and female geniL 
Among, the •Romans, the genii of the ladies 
were called little Juno’s, They had alfo the 

« ^ Uor,UQ.» 
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pleafure of feemg their genius grow. In in- 
fancy, it was a kind of Cupid with wings; in 
the old age of the perfon whom k protected, it 
had a iong beard ; and fometimes it was a ier- 
pent. There is ftill preferved at Rome a piece 
of marble, on which is fcen a beautiful ferpent,. 
under a pai r* -tree, with two crowns appended 
to it. The iDfcription runs, To the genius- 
of the Auguitus^s.*'’ This was the emblem of ' 
immortality. 

What demonftrative proof have we that the- 
genii, which were aniverfally admitted by fo- 
many learned nations, are no more than crea- 
tures of theOTagination ? All that can be faid 
on the fubjcd may be reduced to this: I have 
never feen a genius ; none of my acquaintance- 
have feen one: Brutus has not left it on record 
that his genius appeared to him before the battle 
neither Newton, nor Locke, nor even the fan- 
ciful DefcarteSj- no king, minifter qF ftate, 
were ever fuppofed to have fpoken to their ge- 
nii : I do not therefore believe a thing of w^hich 
there is not the leaft proof. The thing is not 
knpoiEble, 1 own^, but the poiflbility of it is- 
no proof of its reality. It is very poflible, that 
there may be fatyrs with little curled tails and 
goats feet : I will wait,, 'however, till 1 7ee fe- 
veral of them, before I will believe their 
encej for fliould 1 only happen to fee one, I 
will hot believe it* 
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astrology refis on a firmer foundation’^ 
than the doftrine of genii : for though no' 
body has feen either Farfadets. or Eemuresj or 
Dives or Peris, or dsemons orcaco-daemons, yet 
many people have feen aftrolbgical prediftions- 
verified. Let two aftrologers be coniulted 
about the life of a child^. or the nature of the 
weather j let the one fay that the child will- 
live to man’s agCj. and the other that he will 
not; let the one foretel rain, and the other fair 
weather; it is: evident that one of them mu& 
be a prophet,. 

The great misfortune of aftrologers is^ that 
the heavens are changed fince the rules of their 
art were eftablifhed. The fun, which was in 
Aries in the time the Argonauts, is now in 
Taurus; and the aftrologers, to the great de- 
triment of their art, attribute to one fign of the 
zodiac what evidently belongs to another. This 
however is no. demonftrative argument againft' 
the truth of ajftrology. The mafters of the art 
may be deceived; but it has not yet been de- 
monffrated that no fuch art can exift. 

There is no abfyrdity in faying',.Such a child 
was born at half-ntoon, in ftormy weather, and 
at the rifingof fuch a ftar; his conflitution has- 
been weak, and his life Qiort and unhappy, the- 
common lo^of all thofe who are born with a 
bad habit of body.. On the other hand, this 
child was born at full- moon, the fun fhining 
in all his vigour, the weather fair, and at the 
rifing of fuch a ftar ; his conflitution has been 
2 good^ 
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good, and bis life long and happy. Flad dicfe- 
©bfervations beea frequently repeated, and found- 
to hold true, experience might, at the end' of 
fome thoufahds of ages, have formed an art, 
the truth of which it would have been difficult 
todifprove: wefltould then have thought, and 
with fome appearance of reafon too, that men 
are like trees and herbs, which foould only be 
fown and planted at certain feafons. It would 
have f'gnified nothing to have objedbed againib 
the aftrologers, that your fon- was born at a 
happy time, and yet died in the cradle. I'he 
aftrologcr would' have replied, It frequently 
happen! that trees perifo, though planted at a 
proper feafon. I only anfwered for the liars ; , 
but could not anfwer for the faults of the con- 
llitutic-n which you gave to your child. Allro- 
logy can only operate when no foreign caiifc ■ 
intervenes to oppofe the- infiueuce of the liars. 

Nor would you have been more fuccefsful iri 
diferediting aftrology, by faying, Of two chil- 
dren born at the fame minute, the one became 
a king, the other no more than the church- 
wardSi of his partlh. The aftrologers would 
have eallly defended themfelves- by fiiewing, 
that the pe!fant made his fortune by becoming 
a church- warden, as well as the prince«nade 
bis by becoming a king. 

Should you ailedge, thaj a robber, v/hom 
Si.’itus Quintus caufed to be. hanged, was born 
at the fame time with Sixtus Q_iiintus himfelf, 
who, from a fow-herd, became a pope_; the 
aftrologers would fay, that they had millaken- 
a few feconds in their calculations ; for that it 
was impoffible, according to the rult^s of art, 
that the fame ftar fbould- bellow a miPre and a 

gal- 
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gallows. It is only, therefore, from an im- 
raenle number of events havin;^ belied the pre-- 
diclions, that men have at lali: diicovered the 
art to 1)0. fallacious and deceitful; but before, 
they, were undeceived, they lived a long time in . 
a flate of the blindeft credulity* 

One of the inoft famous mathematicians of. 
Europe, named Stofrler, who flourifhed in the. 
fifteenth and fixteenth centuries, and who la- 
boured long in reforming the calendar which.. 
X’^s propofed to the couneii of Gonftance, fore- 
told an univerfal deluge that was to happen in 
the 3xar 1524. This deluge was to be in the 
month of .February, and nothing could be more 
plaufible; for Saturn, Jupiter, and Mars, were 
then ill cenjunCLion in the fign of Pifees. AIF 
the inhabitants of Europe, Afia, and Africa,, 
that heard the prediction, were ftruck with 
coiiflernation*. Every body expecSted the deluge^ 
notwithflanding the rain-bovv^ . Several .cotem- 
porary authors relate^ that the people inhabit-. 
ing tiie maritime provinces of Germany made 
haice to fell their lands, at a lov/ price, to fucli 
as had more money and lefs credulity than 
themfelves. Every one provided himfelf with. 
a boat, in imitation of Noah’s Ark, A dciSor* 
of Toyjoufe in particular, called Auriol, caufed. 
a large ark to.be built for himfelf, his family, 
and his friends:, and the fame precautions v/ere- 
taken in fevcral parts of Italv. At laft the 
month of February arriv'cd, and not a drop of 
rain fc-11 : never was month more dry, nor were 
ever the a{lT<%logcrs more embarrafied. But, 
notwithftanding this difappointment, they v.xre 
neither difcoij raged nor neglected ainongftus.. 
Moftprina^s.coiUinaed to confiilt them. . 

« . • Y 
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I have not the honour to be a prince 5 
the famous count deBouIainvilliersj and anita- 
named Colonne^ who had a great reputa- 
tion at Paris, both foretold that I fiiould cer- 
tainly die at thirty-two years of age. I have 
bad the malice to deceive them already in near 
thirty years, for which I moft humbly afk their 
pardon. 
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M ag I C is a fcience fill} more plaufible 
than either aftrology, or the dodrine of 
genii. As foon as men began to think that they 
polfeffed a principle entirely diflinci: from matter, 
and that the foul exiited after death, they af- 
figned to this foul a body thin, fubtile, aerial, 
and refembling that in which it was formerly 
lodged. Two reafons, both of them extremely 
Batural, introduced this opinion. The fir ft Is, 
that in all languages the foul was called fpirlt,, 
breath, wind; and this fpirit, this breath, and 
this wind, was fomething very thin and .gefined. 
The fecond is, that if the foul of a man did not 
retain a form fimilar to what it poffefl'ed in life, 
it would have been impoffible, after death, to- 
diftinguifh the foul of one man from that of 
another. This foul, or ghoft, which fubCfied 
feparate from the body, might eaffily fliew itfelf 
on occafion, might return to the places it brice 
inhabited, vifit its friends and relations, fpc^k 
to them, and inftrufi; them. In tUrthere^was 

nothing- 
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sisothiiig eontradidory. Whatever jSj may ap- 
pear. 

Spirits might eafily acquaint thofe whom they, 
came to vifit with the manner of raifing them 
up; and they ad^ually did fq : xYiZ\vord,Ahraxa<^ 
pronoupxed with feme ceremonleSj called up the 
particular ghoR to whom the perfon wanted to- 
lpe;^k. Suppofc an Egj'ptiaii fhoiild fay to a phi- 
lofophcr, I am dcicended, in a direct linCs 
from the magicians of Pnarnohj who changed 
their rods into ferpents^ and the waters of the 
Nile into blood. One of my iniceilcrs married 
the wiech of Endor, who called up tlie ghoft of 
Samuel at the defire of king Saul : flic commu- 
nicated the fccref to her huibarid^ and he im- 
parted it to his children* I poRds this power by 
inheritance from niy fa. her and mother. My 
genealogy is well vouched. ^ I comurarA the 
ghoRs and the elements/’ The philofopher: 
could only beg his protetdion i for fhoiild he- 
take it in his head to deny and to difputej the 
magician would itop his mouth by faying;, Yoa 
cannot deny fadls. My anccRors were certainly 
great magicians ; of this you cannot enterraia* 
the leaft doubt. You have no reafon to think 
me infC'iior to them, efpedally vvhen a man of 
honoK?;-, as I am, aflirres you that he is a fbr- 
cerer.” The philofopher might fay, Do ms 
the faYOur to raifs a fpirit;. give me an op- 
portunity of ipeaking to a ghoR ; change this 
water into bloody and this rod into a ferpent.” 
The magician might repl\% I do notv^ork for 
philofophersf I raiie fpirits to very refpecl able' 
ladies, and to fjnjple people who do not diipute ; 
you oughj: to believe that it is poRible, at leaRg, 
ihu I may poffefs this fecret, fince you are forced. 
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to acknowledge that my anceftors pofieSed it 
what has been done formerly may be done now j 
and you ought to believe the realiiy of magic' 
without obliging..me to give a fpecimea of my^ 
art.” 

Thefe reafons are fo good, that ai! nations 
have had their forcercrs. The greateif forcerers 
were paid by the ftate, for dilcoveriiig future. 
events from the heart and liver of an cx. Why 
then have the reft been fo long capitally pu- 
jiifhed r But they performed ftiil greater won* 
ders ; wc ought therefore to honour them, and 
to (land in awe of their pow'cr. Nothing is more 
ridiculous than to condemn a true rnagiciaii 
to the flames ; for it is to be prefumed that he can 
extinguhh the fire,and break the necks of hisjudges* 
All that can be done is to f:.iy to him, We. 
do not burn you, friend, as a true forcerer, but, 
as a falfe *one, vv'ho vainly boaft: yourfeif the 
mafter of an admirable art, which you do not un* 
d^rftand : we treat you as we ’would treat a maa 
that circulates bafe^ money : the more we value 
the genuine coin, the more feverely do wq pu- 
niCh thofe who give counterfeit money. We 
, know there have been venerable magicians in 
former ages 5 but we have rcafon to think that 
you are not of that nuqiber, fince you^fufFer 
yourfelf to be burned like a fool.” 

Jt is true, the magician, when driven to ex- 
tremity, may fay, My. art does not extend fo 
far as to enable me to extinguifh fire without 
water, nor to kill my judges with a word. I 
can only raife fpirits, look intonfuturity, and 
change certain bodies into others of a different 
form. My power is limited ; but you ought 
not on that account to burn me by ^flow fire. 
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This is as unreafonable as if you fhould hang 
-a phyfician who has cured you of a fever^ be- 
caure he is not likewife able to cure you of a 
■palfy/’. But the judges would anfwerj Shew 
m then feme fpecianen of your art, or chearfully 
confent to be committed to the ilames.'’ 

4 4 4 44 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 4 44 4 4 44 44 4 44 4 4 4 4.4 

.Of People poffeffed by Evil Spirits, 


nPPIOSE who are poffeiTcd of evil ijdn'ts are 
^ the only people to whom- it is impoifible' to 
give any good anfwer. Let a man but once 
fay, I am poiTeiled by an unclean fpirit,*’ and 
we mud believe him on his word. Nor is he 
obliged, in proof of his aflertion, to perform ex- 
traordinary actions : if he does perform fuch ac- 
tions, it is only from a fuperabundance of right. 
What can you fay so a man who rolls hts eyes, 
diftorts his mouth, and af^rms that he has the 
devil in him ? Every one is the beft judge of his 
own feelings. Formerly every place was full of 
people pofleffed with unclean fpirits, and fome 
of them may be met with. If they take it in 
their head to beat peoj)]e, they are prefently re- 
paid their own -coin, and then they become 
very quiet and peaceable. But with regard to 
a poor wretch of this charadler, who contents 
himfelf with a few convuliions, and does harm 
to no body, we have no right to do any harm to 
him. Shouy you argue with him, he will be 
fure to get the better of you. Fie will fay, The 
devil entered into me yellcrday, under fuch a 
Form, aofi I have, ever fince, been troubled with 
'• a fuper- 
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•a fuperaaRifal cholic, which all the apothecaries 
in the world cannot cure/^ It is evident that 
the only courfe we can take with fuch a man is 
to exorcife him, or to abandon him to the devil. 

The want of magicians, aftrologers, genii, 
and of people pollefled by unclean IpiritSj is a 
•great lofs in the prefent age. ’Tis impoiUble 
to conceive, of what infinite ufe tbefe myfleries 
were about a hundred years ago. All the nobi- 
lity then lived in cafil'es, and, in the long win^* 
ter- evenings, they would have died with weari- 
iiefs, had it not been for thefe noble amufements*. 
There was hardly a caftle to which a fairy did 
not return ori certain ftated days 5 as, for in« 
ftance, the fairy Merlufine to the caftle of Lufig^ 
nan. The chief huntfman, a man of a meagre 
habit, and black complexion, bunted with a 
pack of black dogs in the foreft of Fontainbleau. 
The devil broke the neck of marefchal Fabert. 
Every village had its forcerer, or its ibrcerefs* 
Every prince had his aftrol(;iger. All the ladies 
had their fortunes told. The perfons pofieiTed 
by evil fpirlts ran up and down the country ; and 
he was the prettieft fellow who had feen the 
devil, or could fee him the fooneft. All this 
was inexhauftible fund of converfation, and 
kept the minds of people in exercife. At prefent 
we divert ourfelves with" the infipid game of 
cards, and have entirely loft the pleafure of be^ 
ing deceived. 
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Of O V I D. 

T he Earned have written whole volumes ta 
inform us to what corner of the earth Ovi- 
dlusNafo was baninied by Odavius CepiaSj fur- 
Bamed Auguftus, All that we know of him is? that 
be was born at Sulmonsj educated at Rome, and 
lived ten years on the right-hand bank of the 
Danube, not far from the Black Sea. Though he 
calls this a barbarous country, we are not there- 
fore to imagine that it was inhabited by favages; 
The natives compofed verfes* Coris, a petty king 
of a part of Thracd, wrote fome Getic verfes for 
Ovid* The Latin poet learned the Getic, and 
compoied feveral verfes in that language. One 
would have expe£ied to find foroe Greek verfes 
in the ancient country of Orpheus 5 but this fpot 
was then inhabited by a northern nation, who 
probably fpoke a Tart^riarx dialefii: ; a language 
Kcarly a-kin to the ancient Sclavonic, Ovid 
did not feem to be formed for wiring Tartarian 
verfes. The country of the Tomites, to which 
he was baniflied, was part of Mefia, a Roman 
province between Mount Kemus and the Da- 
nube. It IS fituated in the latitude of forty-four 
degrearand a half, !ik& the fineft provinces of 
France j but the mountains which lie to the 
fouth, the northerly and cafierly winds that 
blow? from the Euxiae Sea, and the cold' and 
dampnefs of the foil, occafioned by the forefts 
and the Danube, rendered this country shfup- 
portable to a fiative of Italy : and hence it was 
.that Ovid lived but a fliort time in it, having 
died there at fety vesrs of age. In his elegies 

he 
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complains of the climate, and not of the m« j: 
^habitants ; 

^os ego^ cum loca fm vejira perofus^ amo. 
Whom, tho’ I hate your' foil, I dearly love, j 

Thefe people crowned him with laurels, and ' 
igave him many privileges, which, however, 

• could not hinder him from regretting the iofs of 
-Rome, Nothing could be a ftronger proof of 
.the flavery of the Romans, and of the utter ex- 
tindiion of all their laws, than for a- man born ; 
in an equeftrian family, as Octavius was, to ba- | 
nifli a perfon of the fame rank, and for one 
citizen of Rome to fend another anpiOng the 
.Scythians by a fingle word. Before that time, 
it required a plebiroitum, a law made by the 
whole nation, to deprive a Roman of his native 
country. Cicero, though baniflied by a cabal, 
was neverthelefs baniflied with all the forms pre- 
fer ibed by the laws. 

It is evident that Ovid^ crime was his having I 
Teen fomething ihameful in the family of 03a- i 
. vius. I 

Cur aViquld vidt^ cur mxla lumtna feer f i 

Why did my eyes the guilty feene behold ? 

It is ftill a doubt among the learned, '%’hether 
he had feen iAtiguflus with a young boy, more 
plump and -jolly than that Mannius whom Au- 
gufttis faid he could not li«:e becaufe he was too 
lean ; or if he had Jeen fome gepcleman-uflier 
in the arms of the emprefs Livia^ whom Auguf- | 
tus married while fhe was with child by another j 
or if he had feen the emperor toying with his ' 
daughter, .or bis grand-daughter; finally, : 

; ' ' ^ ; whether , 
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ip;.'hcther he had fecn Auguflus donig fomefching 
ilili worfe, isrva Went thus birds. It is extreo'iC!'/ 
probable that Ovid furprifed Auguiius in the 
■coniroiffion of incefh An author, almoft co- 
temporary with Ovid, called Ivlinudaniis Apu« 
lei us, fays, Pulfum quoqtie in exiliim quod Augnjli 
incejmn vidijfd* 

Octavius Auguftus made the harmlcfs book of 

The Art of Love/’ a took vvritten with great: 
decency, and in which there is not one obfccne 
word, a pretext for banifiring a Roman knight 
to the coafts of the Black Sea. This pretext 
tvas ridiculous. How could Augufi us, wlio has 
left behind him feme verfes filled wiih the moft 
filthy obfeenity ; bow could he, with aiiy regard 
to decency, banifli Ovid to Tomis, for having 
feveral years before given his friends a few copies 
of The Art of Love ?” How could he have 
the impudence to blame Ovid for a work, vvrit- 
ten with feme modefiy at leaft, at the very time 
that he approved die verfes of Horace, in which 
that author fcatrers, *wiih an unfparing hand, all 
the terms of tlie mofl: infamous proftitution, fuck 
•as fuiuo^ and rmnlula^ and 4:unnus f He propofes 
to gratify his pafTion, either with a lafcivious 
wench, or with a pretty boy who ties up his long 
hair in a knot, or with a fervant maid, or with 
a iaor^uey, and all without the leafl: difiinQ:ion ; 
for to him everyone is equal. In a word, he 
is free from no kind of lewdnefs, but that cf 
beftiality. Is it not then the height of impa- 
tience to .find fault with Ovid, and yet to tole- 
rate Horace? It is evident that OBavjm 
ledges a bad reafon for his condudi, not 
daring to n-iention the true one. Another proof 
chat Ovid's bariifhment 'ivas owing to fomc adl* 
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of fornication or inceft, or to feme fecret ad^en*' 
ture“ or other of the facred imperial family, is, 
that that back of Caprea, Tiberius, immortalized 
by themecials of his debaucheries, and a monfler 
of lewdnefs as well as of diffimulation, did not 
yecal the poet. It was in vain for Ovid to aik 
a pardon from the author of the proferiptionsi 
and the poifoner of Germanicus : he was obliged 
to remain on the banks of the Danube. 

Had a Dutch, a Polifh, a Swedifli, an Eng^ 
lift, or a Venetian gentleman feen a ftadtholder, 
a king of Great Britain, a king of Sweden, a 
king of Poland, or a doge commit fome grofs fin ; 
had this gentleman feen the commilTion of the 
crime, not merely by accident, but had aftually 
fought for an opportunity of feeing it ; and, in 
£ne, had he been even fo imprudent as to talk 
of it in public ; yet neither the ftadtholder, nor 
the king, nor the doge, would have a right to 
feniift hitH, 

But we have almofl: as naxich reafon to blame 
Ovid for having praifed AugiiftuwS and Tiberius, 
as we have to blame them for the crimes they 
committed, The eulogiums he beftews upon 
them are fo extravagant, that they would even ^ 
excite our indignation had they been given to 
princes, who were at once lawful fovereigns arid 
his benefadors; but he 'gives them to ty^antr, 
and 10 his tyrants. We can excufe a man for 
bellowing a few praifes on a prince that careffes 
him ; but we can by no means excufe him for 
deifying a prince that perfecutes him. He would 
have done much better to have embarked on 
the Black Sea, and retired into Perfia through 
the Palus Meotis, than to have compofed hrs 
Tri/Ila cli Pmto. He would have learned the 

Perfian 
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Penian as eafily as the Getic^ and mightj at leaf!:, 
have forgot the mafter of Rome for the mafter 
ofEcbatan.^ Some llupid objcdtor ma)', perhaps, 
aliedge that he had ftill one comfe to takes 
namely, to go privately to Rome; to apply to 
the relations of Brutus and CalHus, and to 
form a twelfth confpiracy againft Odavius 5 but 
that was not in the elegiac tafte. 

What a ftrange and i^con^i^fent thing is 
praife ! Ovid, it is plain, heartily w'i&es that 
feme Brutus would deliver Rome from her Au- 
guftus, and yet, in his verfes, he wifhes him im- 
mortality. 

I blame Ovid for nothing but hisTrlflia. Bayle 
attacks him upon his philofophy of the Chaos, 
which is fo well explained in the beginning of 
his Metamorphofes : 

jfnte mare^ ^ terras y & quod Ugit omnia cesium y 

Unussrat toto natur<£ vidius in or he* 

Bayle tranflates thefe^erfes thus: ** Before the 
heaven, the earth, or the Tea exifted, all nature 
was one homogeneous mafs/' Ovid fays, the 
face of nature was every where the fame.*' This 
does not mean that ail was one homogeneous 
mafs ; but only that this heterogeneous mafs, this 
safTemblage of difFerent, things appeared to be the 
fame vultus, * 

Bayle cricicifes the \\fhoIe of the chaos* Ovid, 
who, in his verfes, is no more than the chanter of 
the ancient philofophy, fays, that things foft and 
hard, light and heavy, were mixed together : 

Mollia cum durhy fine ponder ehahentia pondus : 

and Bayle reafons againft him in the following 
manner : ^ 

■ I 2 


Nothing 
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Nothing can be more abfurd than to fup* 
pofe a chaos, that was homogeneous from eter- 
nity, though it bad the elementary properties, as 
well thofe which are called alterative, fuch as heat, 
cold, molfture, dryneis, as thole which are called 
jnodve, and which are gravity and lightnefs ; the 
latter the caufe of an upward motion, the former 
of a downward. Such matter as this could not 
poilibly be homogeneous, but muft neceffarily 
containali forts of heterogeneous qualities. Heat, 
cold, moiriure, and drynefs could not exiil toge- 
ther, without being modified by their aciion and 
readlion, and converted into other properties 
which compofe the form of mixed bodies j and 
as this modification might be made according 
to the innumerable diverlities of combinations, 
the chaos muft have contained an incredible 
multltudcof mixed bodies of different forms. The 
only way in which we can conceive the chaos to 
be homogcncal, would be to fay, that the alte- 
rative properties of the dements were modified 
exadily in the fame degree in all particles of 
matter, ib that there was every-where the fame 
medium between heat and cold, the fame fofl- 
nefs, the fame fmell, the fame tafte, kc. But 
this v^ouid be to pulhdown with one band what 
«we had built with the other ; this would be, by 
^ coatradiaion in terofs, to give the nSine of a 
Chaos to a work of the greateft regularity, fym- 
snetry, and proportion that can poHibly be con- 
ceived. I own, indeed, that the human mind 
is better pleafed v/ith a diverfified, than with an 
uniform work j but we muft be convinced, on fe- 
rious reflexion, that the harmony of contrary 
qualid'cs uniformly preferved throughout :the uni- 

f-,' verfe. 
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'verfe 3 would be as p:reat a perfet^ion as that uri'- 
equal diftribution which fucceeded the chaos. 

What unlirr.ited knowledge, what uribounded 
pevt^er ‘Would be requiiste to piek rvr'e this Liniforrr;i; 
hsroiony d i^Tj fed through all nature? It would 
not be thfricient to pot iuto the coiiipoiltion or 
eVi vy niixic body ciie fame quantity of each of 
the four iuyredicnis ; it would be necebary topur 
more of and lefs oroihcrH, according to 

tbdr greater or Itls aptitude to adl: ihnrr to reiift 
for it is Vvchl known that the philo'bphctr; moke a 
yreac diuiiididon between s^ion sni .oa.flianon 
the O’ cinentiuy qualities- All thlnrs corMbderet^ 
It will be nundj that the caufe that flmuld iiavo 
rnct : t,:’ oft ci the chaos, ivonld have draivo. 
it, not from a fiate of war and confufion, as h 
commonly iuppofed, but from a fi-iuc of thq 
greateii; order ar;cl regularity, vvbich, by reducing 
theconti'ury force. s to an eqailibriurn, prefer ved it 
in perlbct [>eacc and tranquility. lienee h is evi- 
dent, that if the poeis will ilill maintaia the 
mogeneity of the chaos, they muft, of courier 
deftroy all that they have added, about tbi& 
firange jumble of contrary ingredients, this indi- 
gefted mafs, this eternal vi?ar of jarring prin** 
ciples. 

But not to i nil ft on this contradiftion, we' 
Ihall^ind fuHicient reaf<>n to attack them on other 
accounts- Let us begin v.dth the notion of eter- 
nity. Can any thing be more abhtrd than to ad- 
mit a mixture of the Infenfible pitrts of the four 
elements for an infinite time? The moment 
you ruppofe jjiefe parts poflc-fled of the acliv'ity of 
heat, the moment you allow the adtion and re- 
aclion of the four primary qualities, the centri” 
petal 0ifi*don in the particles of the earth and 
I 3 watery 
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water, and the centrifugal motion in thofe of fire 
and the air, you eftablifli a principle which will 
neceffarily feparate tbefe four forts of bodies, and 
will require for this purpofe but a limited time. 
Connder a little what is called the phial of the 
four elements. Put into it fonie fmall metallic 
particles, and then three different liquors, every 
one lighter than the others : fiiake it all toge- 
ther, you no longer difeern any of thefe fous 
mixtures ; the parts of each of tliern are con- 
founded wdth the parts of the others. But let 
your phial ftand a little, and you w-iil then find 
each of them refume its proper fituation. All 
tlie metallic particles fall to the bottom of the 
phial ^ thofe of the lighteft liquor mount to the 
t«->p ; thofe of the liquor, which is heavier than 
that, but lighter than the other, occupy the third 
.ftage j and thofe of the liquor, which is heavier 
than the other two, but lighter than the metallic 
particles, fettle in the fecond place; and thus ' 
you will find the diftinfl Situations vvhich you 
had confounded by fhaking the phial. Nor wiU 
/uch an experiment require much patience : a 
very Abort time will be fufficient to make it ; and 
will exhibit a true picSlure of the fituation which 
nature has given to the four elements in the 
conftruilion of the world. Thus, by comparing 
the univerfe to this phial, w^e may eafilf^coD. 
elude, that were the earth reduced to powder, 
and were that powder mixed with the matter of 
the ftars, and with that of the air and water,' and 
were that mixture to extend even to the ^nvifi- 
fible particles of each of thefe elements, every 
thing would immediately begin to difintangk k- 
fclf, and, at the end of a certain time, the parts 
of the earth would form one jnafs, thofe of fire 

anoCSicr^^ 
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ttiotber, and fo of the reft, according to the gra« 
vity or lightnefs of each kind of body 

But I would take the liberty of telling M. 
Bayle, that the experiment of the phial could 
not be made at the time of the chaos. I would 
tell him that Ovid and the philofophers under- 
flood by heavy and light things* fuch as became 
fo when God put his hand to thern. I v/ouid fay 
£0 him 5 You fuppofe that nature might* by its 
own virtue, have put itfelf into its preient form, 
and beftowed upon stfelf the quality of gravity r 
but you niuft firft prove that gravity is a pro- 
perty clientially inherent in matter; a thing which, 
to this day, has never yet been demonflrated. 
Defcartes pretends, in his phiiofophical romance, 
that bodies did not become heavy till her vortices 
of fubtilc matter began to pufh them to a center* 
Newton, in his true philofophy, does not fay that 
gravitation or attraflion k a property efiential to 
matter. Had Ovid been able to guefe at the na- 
ture of Newton’s^Principia ^ 4 athematica, he 
would have faid. Matter was neither heavy, nor 
in motion in my chaos : it wzs neceffary that 
God fhould give it thefe two qualities : my chaos 
did not poffefs the properties you aferibe to it : 

Nec quidquam niji pondus mers/' it was only au 
inadtive mafs ; pondus here fignifying inafs, and 
aorweight. Nothiirg could be heavy till God 
had impreffed on matter the principle of gravi- 
tation. How could one body tend towards the 
center of another, be attracted by it, or pufli ir, 
unlefs the fupreme artift had given it that inex- 
plicable virtue ? Thus Ovid would be found to 
be not only a good philofopher, but even a to- 
krable divine. 

favj A fcholaflic divine would readily 
I 4 admit, 
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admit, that if the fom elements exified mJe' 
pendent of God with all the properties they now 
p'ofiefs, they might cf themfelves have formed 
the world, and maintained it m its prefen t date. 
We mufi therefore acknowledge that there are 
two capital errors in the dodtrine of the chaos* 
The nrft and principal error is, that it deprives 
God of the honour of crsaling matter, and of 
producing the proper lies that are peculiar to the 
fire, to the air, the earth, and the fea. The fe- 
cond is, that, after having robbed him of this pre- 
rogative, it introduces him on the theatre of the 
world without any apparent neceillty, inerelv to 
alhgn proper places to the four elements- The 
new philofophers, who reject tlie qualities and 
properties of the peripatetic phyfics, would fmd 
(the fame errors in Ovid’s deferipcion of the 
chaos; for what they cal! die general laws of 
mottion, mechanical principles, anti medidea-' 
tbns of matter, fidi us figure, ft, nation, 
and arrangement of miall ^bodies, mcan „na 
more than that a(Slive and pafive virtue of,m^ 
ture, which the peripatetics exprefs by the words^ 
aberadve and motive properties of the four ele* 
jiients. Since, therefore, agreeable to their doc- 
trine, thefefour bodies, fuuated according to their 
natural gravity and lightnefs, are a principle fuf- 
ficient to anfwer all manner of productions, ^he 
Cartefians, the GaiTendifts, and other modern 
friitilofophers, muft allow that the motion, the 
riituation, and the configuration of the parts of 
matter are fuflicient for the prodafiion ot all na^ 
lural effefls, not even excepting the general ar- 
rangement which put the earth, the air, the wai- 
ter, and the ftars into the condition in which we 
now behold them. Thus the true caufc of tho 
. ■ , worH, 
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world, and of all the efiefis produced in it, b- 
the fame vviih that which gave inotioa to tire 
parts of matter, whether it was by aaligrnirg to 
every atom a certain figure, accerJing to the ojpl- 
nion of the GalTendiRs, or only by giving to- 
parts perfectly ciibical an impel fe, which, by 
the duration of motion reduced to fixed laws,, 
might make them nfiume, in the fequel, ail' 
forts of figures. This is the hypothefis of ihe 
Cartefians, Ii\it both of them niuft alloW:., 
as a necefiary confeqaence, thiit if matter was- 
fuch as Ovid has ruppofed it to be bvdbre tho 
creation of the wx’.rld, it would have been able, 
by its own inherent properi^s, to draw itfelf 
from the chaos, and to form the world witliout 
rlic adiilance of God. 'Fhcy ought iherefoie to* 
.ecC'-if'c {..)vkl of having com mi tied two blunders.- 
I'he one is, lus fuppufino; that axitter had, with- 
out tlie aid of the Deity, the feeds of all* 
mixed bodies, as heat, motion, S:c. die other is? 
hi:.- fay in gn that, without the aliulance of God, it 
never couid have drawn itlldf from, a fiate of 
confufion* This is to afi-ribe rooniuGh and too'- 
little both to the one and the other ; it is todif- 
penfe with aililrance in thegreatclbdiiiiculty, and^ 
1:0 afiv it when it is not neceflliry.'^ 

Bcit Ovid might reply, You fappofir 
my elements to have had all the qualities whicb 
they now polTeiss. vvherea-s, in fa.^, th-:y had none 
of them : they were a naked, fliapdefe, and in- 
aclive niafd , and when 1 (aid that in my chaos- 
cold was mixed with heat, and msiflure with 
drynefs, I could .not make ufe of any other ex- 
preilions than thefe, which only mean, tliat there* 
was neither cold, nor heat, nor moiilurc, nor dry- 
M. hefs are qualities which God hath placed: 

I 5> _ isa? 
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in our fenfations, and which have no exiftence m 
matter, I have not committed the blunders o£ 
which you accufe me. It is your Cartefians, and 
your Gaflendifts that commit blunders with their 
atoms, and their cubic parts ; and their whimfi- 
cal conceits are as ill-founded as my Metamor- 
phofes. I prefer a Daphne changed into a laurel,, 
and a NarciiTus transformed into a flower, ta 
your fubtiie matter changed into funs, and your 
grofler matter formed into earth and water, 

I gave you fables as fables, and you philofo^*. 
phers give us fables for realities. 
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Of SOCRATES, 

'f S the mould broken in which thofe 
^ perfons were formed, who loved virtue for her 
own fake, a Confucius, a Pythagoras, a Thales^ 
a Socrates ? In their times there were crowds 
of devotees who worfhipped their pagods and 
their deities ; people flruck with the fear of Cer- 
berus; and enthufiafo that run through the whole 
circle of initiations, pilgrimages, myfterics, and 
who ruined themfelves by their expenfive offer- 
ings of black jQiieep. Ail ages have feen iucli 
unhappy wretches as Lucretius mentions; 

quocumque tamen miferl vitiir parent ant ^ 
Et nigrai maElant pecudes manihu dhis 
In ferias tnittuniy multoque in rebus acerhis 
Acrim advertuni animos ad religionm. 

Nay, more ; where’er thefe boafting wretches 
come' 

They facrificejilackflae-ep on every tomb 
To pleafe the Manes ; and of all the rout, 
When cares and danges prefs, growmofi devout, 
mortifications were then in ufe. The priefts of 
Gybele caufed themfelves to be cailrated in or- 
der to preferve their chafiity. Whence comes 
that, among all thefe martyrs of fuperftition, 
;&tiquity cannot inew us a fmgle fage, or great 
man ? Thereafon is, that fear could never produce 
virtue. The great men were always admirers of 
moral good. Wifdom was their ruling paflion ; 
they were fages for the fame reafon that Alexan- 
der was % warrior, Homer a poet,, and Apelles 
a painter, by the mere force and impuife of na- 
ture; and this, perhaps, is all that we ought to 
unda^fland by the demon of Socrates, 

1 6 
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As two citizens of Athens werej one day, re- 
turning from the temple of Mercury,, they ob* 
ferved Socrates in the ftreet. Is not that the 
impious wretch,” faid the one, who pretends 
that men may be virtuous without going daily t<> 
offer fiieep and geefe ? Yes/’ replied the other, 
** that is the Sage, who has no religion ^ that Is 
the Atheift who fays that there is but one God,’^ 
Socrates approached them with his tifua! air of 
fimpiicity, his demon, and his ironical vein of 
humour, which Madam Dacier has fo much im- 
proved : Friends, faid he, a v;ord with you, 

ifyoupleafe: what name would you give to a 
man that prays to the Deity, and adores him, 
endeavours torefemble him as much as the weak- 
Bsfs of human nature will permit, and does all 
the good in his power ? “ He is/* faid they,. 

a very religious man.” VvelL May not 
a man adore the Supreme Being, and yet have a 
due fenfe of religion r” ‘^Agreed/* faid the tv/o^ 
Athenians. But think yeJ’ continued ’So- 
crates, that w'hen the Divine Architeft of the 
world arranged all thefe globes that roll above 
our beads, and gave life and motion to fo mai^y 
diiFerent beings j think ye that he mads ufs of 
the arm of Hercules, the lyre of Apollo, or the* 
Bute of Pan It is not probable,"’ faid they^ 

But if it is improbable ihai he employed 
afliftance of any one in conftruffing all thefe bo- 
dies we fee around us,, it is equally.^ improbable 
that he employs the miniftratioH of any one to- 
preferve them in being. Were Nepu-ioe abfo- 
lute fhafter of the fea, Juno of the ab*, j^oIus 
of the winds, and Ceres of harvefis ; and fhould 
one of them defire a calm, and another wind and' 
rain, you plainly perceive that the order of 
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tore could no£ fabfift h\ its prefent flate. It is nc- 
ceflary^ you will allow, that every thing fliould 
depend on the author of its being. You give 
four white horfes to the fuii, and two black ones 
£0 the moon ; but is it not better that day and 
night fliDUid be the tWe& of that motion which 
was imprefied on the ffcirs by the creator of thefe 
heaveidy bodies, than that they fiiould be pro- 
duced by fix horfes I'' The two citbens looked at 
each other, without makirj-g any anfwer* So- 
crates, concluded his difcourfe, by proving, that 
they might have plentiful crops without giving 
money to the priefts of Ceres ; might go a hunt- 
ing vvitbout prcfenting little ftatues of filver to 
the temple of Diana ; that Pomona was not the 
giver of fruits, nor Neptune of horfes j but that 
we ought £0 return our thanks to the Supreme- 
Being who made all things. 

His difeourfe was conduSed according to the 
flriSefl: rules of io^ic. Xenophon, hisdifciple, 
a man who knew the world, and who afterwards 
fieri need to the wind in the retreat of the tea 
tbouiind, pulled Socrates by the ileeve, and faid 5 
*''Your difeourfe is admirable 5 you have fpoken 
better than an oracle j. but you have mined your- 
felf: one of thefe men is a butcher, who fells- 
&ee^p and geefe for the facrifices ; and the other 
3S a goldfiiiith, who gains great fums by mak- 
ing htde gods of filver and copper for the 
ladies. They will accufe you of impiety for 
having endeavoured to Icffen their proiits. They 
will fwear againft you before Meiitus and Anicus,. 
your eneniie?, who have confpired your ruin. 
Take care of the hemlock. Tour demon fliould^ 
faav-e diffuaded you from faying to a butcher and 
^ ^ ^ a- gold:- 
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a goldfmitb, what ought only to be faid to a 
Plato or a Xenophon. 

Some time after, Socrateses enemies found 
means to have him condemned by the council 
of five hundred. He had two hundred and 
twenty votes in his favour. This makes it pro- 
bable, that there were two hundred and twenty 
philofophers in the aflembly j but fhews, at the 
iame time, that in every company^ the number 
of philofophers is the fmallef!:. 

Socrates, accordingly, drank the hemlock for 
having fpoken in favour of the Unity of God ; 
and the Athenians afterwards dedicated a tempi 3 
to Socrates, that very man who had declaimed 
againft the pradicc of dedicating temples to 
■ferior beings* 




L 


EXAMINATION 

OF THE 

POLITICAL TESTAMEMT 


■ © F‘ 

CARDINAL ALBERONL 


A fter fo many teflaments which the pub- 
lic have rendered void and inelf edualj that 
of cardinal Alberoni, at laft, makes its appear- 
ance. 1 heartily wifli that the cardinal bad gi- 
ven the editor a place in his telfament. This 
editor or author muft, doubtlefs, know the world 
too well, not to be fenfiblC) that a good legacy, 
which makes a man live in eafe and afHuence, is 
better than a thoufand political fpcculations. A 
writer compofes a fine boofc^ full of the moll 
profound reafoning,, on the ruinous commerce 
of Europe with the Eaft Indies: a merchant, 
with a firoke of his pen, fends a commilKon thi- 
thg: without reafomng about efFe<Ss ; gains an 
immenfe fortune ; and does not read the book. 
The cafe, is the fame in politics: a man of ge- 
nius and leifure forms projeds to change the face 
of Europe: tbofe* who govern follow their old 
track, without fo much as enquiring whether any 
projeds haC*e ever been formed. 

The abbe de Bourzey, afraid that he fhould 
not be read, boldly aflumed the name of the car- 
daal ^e Richelieu. Others have taken the 
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Bames of Mazarin, of Colbert, of Louvois, aiitl 
of the duke of Lorrain. All thefe teftaments 
are compofed in the ftile of Crifpin's, who takes- 
the night-gown and the name of Geronte in 
the Univerfal Legatee, It is evident, at firil 
fight, that Geronte is not the author of that sef- 
tament ; w^e foon difcover it to be the w'ork of 
Crifpin, 

It muft be owned, indeed, that the teftament 
of cardinal Alberoni is not compofed by a Crif- 
pin : it is written by a man of no inconfiderable 
fliare of knowledge ; but be muft not pretend, ta 
make the world believe, that this teftament 
really the work of the cardinal. In vain does he 
endeavour in bis preface to elude the law whicE 
I enforced, vi^:, that this fingle word, ** The 
l^eftament of a Minifter/' lays the author under 
an indifpenfable obligation to depoftte the origi- 
nal of the work in the public archives, or to 
prove the authenticity of it in fome other way 
equally fatisfaSory. 

If this law is violated, the public have a right 
to exclaim againft the imporuiGii. In matters of 
fo great importance we are bound to convince 
the w^orld that we act fairly and honeftly. Whex-a 
I printed the Anti-Machiavel at the Hague, I tie- 
pofited the original copy m the Town-hoefe^, 
where it flili remains. The author, indeed, 
does not pretend, that the Teftament of cardi- 
nal Alberoni is the work of that minifter : he 
only fays, that it contains his intentions ; that it 
h a colledlion of fome of the cardinals thoughts,, 
to which the editor has joined his own j by which 
means the work may become doubly valuable. 
Call it a Teftament, or not, as you pleafq;, it is 
of no confequence. The titles of books are Jlke 

tliofc. 
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tliofe of men in the eyes of a philofopher 5 he 
judges of nothing by titles. 

. Be it the cardinal Alberoni^ or bis interpre- 
tcr^j that adviies the king of to encourage 

agi icuhiH'c, it is certainly a very goodadvicc;, and 
his nrajefry ought to foliovy itj •Yr’hclher it come 
l:orn a miniiter, or a fanner. The author pro- 
poics 10 cuhivate the laiids in Gpain by the hands 
of the negroes. And v^by net ? I'hete lands^' 
whi::h want labourers, itill accuie that unhappy 
king, who deprived them of the hands of the 
Moors, ■under whom they were ieriiie. The dc- 
ierts of Pruilia, cvduvated by foreigners, are a ro 
proiich to the herds of Caiiile. 

Few nteij aso better acquaii-stevd with Spsijs 
than this author, Cne would ahneit take him 
for the rniniller of Philip V, or for him who 
the companion of his retreat and his unhappy 
friend (if iiideed one can be the fiieiid of a king.) 
He enumerates all the caufes to which the de- 
population of Spain js owing ; but, merbinks, be 
is in the wrong, not to reckon among thefe caufes 
the expulilon of the Jews and the Moors, and the 
siiany colonies tranfpl anted into America. The 
emigratioi) of the Proteftants from France is 
hardly perceptible. But the reafon is, that France 
contains about twenty-two millions of induftri- 
ous «in habitants; whereas, in Spain there are 
fcarcely above f x millions of people, and their 
pride and lazinefs jointly contribute to ftifie the 
fpirit of indudry. Take much from him that 
has little, and what* remains ? how repair thefe 
lofies in a country where parents tranfmit to 
tbeir children the difeafe tbatiittacks the human 
fpecies in its fource, and where feperftition bu- 
ries n,atare in cloifters ? I here make ufe of thi^ 
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term Superftition, which the cardinal employs j 
for I would not willingly change his words. The 
author plainly proves that Spain is the coantry of 
grandeur and abufes. He does more ; he points; 
out the remedies. The work has not been reviewed 
by the inquifitors* There are fome countries In 
the world which require^ that a man fhould be j 
fix hundred miles from them, before he can take 
the liberty of telling tbefe ufeful truths. 

In the feventh chapter we fee a part of that 
immenfe plan, which was formerly conceived 
by cardinal Alberoni. This man, in 1707, was 
not known in Anet (the curacy of which he re- 
fufed) by any other characier, than that of 
“ uomo faceto e piacemie^^* who made excelleiit 
onion- foops. He was then patronized by Cam- 
piftron ; and in 1718 he was going to turn the 
world topfy-turvy. I made mention of him in 
ihy biftory of Charles XIL I there did him juT 
tice 5 and he returned me thanks with fo much 
Jthe more gratitude, as he was then unfortunate. 
This projedl, which was juft upon the point of be-^ 
ing carried into execution, was to arm the Ottoman 
empire againft Auftria, and Charles XII. and the i 
Czar againft England ; to eftabliih the Pretea- | 
dec on the throne of Great- Britain | to deprive 
the duke of Orleans of the regency of France j 
and to render Italy for ever independent of ^Ger- 
many, after feven hundred years of fubjedlion, or 
flavery, or fubmiffion. In profecution of this 
fcheme, an Italian body .was formed fomewhat 
refcmblihg the Germanic body. Don Carlos 
was to have Naples and Sicily; an^d his brother, 

Don Philip, Tufcany. Lombardy was to fall to 
the fhare of the dukes of Savoy. Mantua was 
to be added to the territories of Venice;,, and 
, '^the , 
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the dominions of the duke of Modena were to be 
more than doubled by the addition of Pax’-ma. 

Views of the moft extenfive commerce cams 
in aid of thefe political regulations or di-forders. 
The cannon-bail which killed Charles XII. over- 
turned the whole projcdl* But this fhattcred 
machine was ftrong enough^ feme time time af- 
ter, to place Don Carlos on the throne of the 
two Sicilies, by new expedients. 

The author would have the Pretender to en- 
deavour to obtain the fovereignty of Corfica, in- 
ilead of making h'uitlefs attempts upoxo the crovva 
of England. He then propofes to him the vice- 
royalty of Majorca, Can thefe propofals come 
from the cardinal Alberoni ? 

Can it poffibly be be who inveighs fo bit« 
terly again ft the * memory of the cardinal 
Fleury ; and who fays, that nothing was to be 
heard but the complaints and groans of the peo- 
ple during the adminiftration of that minifler ? 
If it really be the cardinal Alberoni that fpeaks 
thus, he is either greatly prejudiced, or he is 
not fo well acquainted with France as with 
Spain. He decries the cardinal de Fleury -in 
every thing, and degrades him below mediocrity. 
But when we travel from St. Dizier to Moyen- 
vie, we fay, It was the cardinal de Fleury 
ihfc added all thefe territories to France j and 
what more could a great man. have then done 
The cardinal Alberoni is become a very fevers 
cenfurer fince his death. His Teftament is a 
fatire. 

He blaoies cardinal Fleury for having been 
for the war of I74i> though it is well known 
that he was againft and oppofed it with all 
his mights 

■ m 
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, He blames the emperor CharkvS VL for having 
made his pragmatic fandlion ; but the daughter 
of that emj^eror, \v^e believe, will be of a diilerent 
opinion. He is for changing the confritution of 
Germany. In a word, he acts like a man who 
has loft his eilate at play, and ftill laking .plearure 
in viewing the players, piibilihes aiund the mi f- 
takes he tliiiiks he diicovers. 

Can k pofiibly be the cardinal Alberoni. that 
thus judges the living and the 6<v6 ? Wc know 
a marefchal of France, who has acquired a great 
reputation by his graj'id projccl:, by the fplrir. 
of order and cecononiy which he inlrodcccd, 
and by his genius and aclivity. The pretended 
teftator treats him very feverely. In my opinion', 
hiftory ought not to fpeak of the living : ftse 
ought to imitate the judgments of the Egyptians, 
^ho never decided concerning the mciiL of their 
countrymen, until they w’ere no more. The 
ebaradiers of great men are always viewed in a 
ptfi^Jight during their lire- time. But had wean in- 
fbanfwerthe bitter reproaches with which 
cardinal Alberoni loads this illuftrious French- 
fean, wemightfay : Ceafeto reproach the roareichal 
4dth exhau fling the treafli res of France, in his 
tnagnificent embafiy to Frankfort, when Charles 
XI L was chofen emperorv Ceafe to reprefent 
Germany as jealous of this pretended prdfufion. 
The Spanifti ambafiador made as great a figure 
there as the ambaffador of France. The duke 
de Rippeida bad appeared at Vienna with ftill 
greater fplendor; nor w=^as it ever known that any 
nation was alarmed at the number of a plenipo- 
tentiary's domeftics^ or at the rich nefs and mag- 
nificence of his plate. You was certainly in- 
difpofed when you wrote this article; smd^you 

. be flowed 
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bellowed your malediclion> at your dying hour, 
on a mere trifle* Your eminence was in a bad 
humour, when you didtated the article in which 
you condemn in a political view, the projecl: 
of this general: you ought not to judge by the 
event. Men v/hofe reputation with pollerity 
will be higher than yours, becaufe with an equal 
fiiare of genius they had better fortune, have 
faid, that the plan which you think fo chime- 
rical, was of all others the moift likely to fuc- 
ceed. In eited, what was this plan ?' It was to 
unite France, Spain, Pruffia, Saxony, and Ba- 
varia, to judge fword in hand, the caufe of the 
fuccelEon to the Auftrian dominions. A young 
and viclorious king bad an army of an hundred 
tboiafand men, the befl: difciplined of any in Eu- 
rope* Saxony had near fifty thoufand, Two 
French armies, each confifting of about forty 
tboufand men, were both intheheart of Germany, 
and almoft at the gates of Vienna. The Spaniards 
were going to falltjpon Italy 5 and at that time, 
it hardly appeared, that they had any enemies to 
contend with. They had even propofed to put 
other fprings in motion, which faiftory will one day 
bring to light. ^ We ask, after all thefe prepara- 
tions, if ever an enterprize had a better appear- 
ance ? We ask, if , this projedJ: was not an him- 
dftd times more plaufible than yours? Small 
armies have fometinies been feen to overthrow 
mighty empires* Here two hundred and fifty 
. tboufand men attack a defencelefs woman and 
yet fhe maintains her, ground. Own it, Mr. 
Cardinal ; •there certainly is a Being above us 
who confounds the wifeft fcbemes of mortal men. 
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You are but ill informed for a great minifterj 
when yon fay, that this general whom you con* 
demn, demanded a hundred thoufand men from 
cardinal Fleury. I can affure your eminence^ 
that he demanded only fifty thoufand to march to 
Vienna, and among thefe twenty thoufand horfe„ 
He only obtained chirty-two thoufand in all, of 
which but eight thoufand were horfe* But even 
thefe, with the troops of the allies, compofed a 
force, which nothing feemed capable of refifting, 
inafmuch as the enemy had not as yet aflembled an 
army. On this point of hifiory, I could inform 
your eminence of many things which you do not 
appear to know, and which would convince you 
that the man you affeil to defpife, was very wor- 
thy of your efteem. 

Asl am ftill alive, I dare not ufe the fame free- 
dom with you who are dead, and may fay every 
thing withjimpunity : but I may venture, at Icaft, 
to give you a few particulars relating to the fiege 
of Prague, which will make, jou change your 
opinion. You cannot deny that the fal lies were 
real battles, and that the retreat was glorious. 

^ I know not what harm the cardinal de Fleury, 
and the general you mention, may have dc^ne you: 
but it appears to me. Sir, that a goodf chriftian ‘ 
as you ought to have been, and a cardinal as you 
certainly was, fhould on his death-bed have beon 
reconciled with his enemies. Your Teftament 
feems to me to have been compofed ah Iraio ; a 
circumftance which alone is fufficient to leflen its 
authority. 

This Teftament will be more ufeful to politi- 
cians than to hifioriaps. The teftator is far from 
falling into the abfurd errors of the forger who 
2 aflpmed 
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^affairred the name of the cardinal de Rich«» 
lieu. This bungling forger^ in making the 
greateft minifter in Europe fpeak, at the very 
crifis of the war between the king of Spain and 
the emperorj fays not a word of the manner an 
which F'rance fliould have condufired herfelf with 
her allies, and her enemies. It was a if range in-- 
confiikncy to fee the cardinal de Richelieu pafs 
over in filence the negociations, and the interefls 
of all the princes, in order to talk of the univerfity 
and taxes. In this Teftament the cafe is quite the 
reverie. The author enters into the intereft of 
all the potentates ; afligns to each his particular 
fliare 3 difpofes of the world at pleafure 1 and puts 
hitnfelf in the place of Providence. He talks of 
all that might have been done, and of all that 
could poOibiy happen : his work is a colledlion 
of future contingencies. 

There is not a fimpie or common thought in 
the whole of this Teftamenu It is there faid,^ 
that when the empejor Charles Vil. was with- 
out dominions, and without an army, he ought 
to have put the queen of Hungary to the ban of 
the empire. It fliould feem, however, that when a 
monarch pafles fuch a fentence, he ought to have a 
hundred tnoufand bailiffs to publiftiit to the world. 

For the reft, never did Teftament contain more 
con§derable legacies. ** The cardinal gives and 
bequeaths Bohemia to the ele£for of Saxony; the 
duchy of Zell to the duke of Cumberland; Ti- 
. rol and Carinthia to the elector of Bavaria ; 
Brifgau, with the Foreft-towns, to the duke of 
Deux- Fonts 5 and the duchy of Deux- Fonts to 
the eleifor paTatine. This is nQ,t unlike the refta-’ 
merit which Cerlfantes the Gafcon made at 



jga ExaminatIonofthePoIIticalTeftament,&c. 

Naples in the time of the duke of Guife. He | 
bequeathed to that prince his jewels and his gold | 

plate, an hundred thoufand crowns to the Jeluip5 | 

and the fame fum to an holpital. He likewife | 
founded a college and a public library* ^ f 

He had not wherewithal to defray the ex- I 
fences of his funerals | 
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D I A L O G U E S 

BETWEEN 

■LUCRETIUS andPOSSIDONIUS. 

The nnl: C o L I* 0 r* 

POSSIDONIUS. 

^^7 OUR poetry is foniedmes admirable ; but 
the philofophy cf Epicurus isj in my opi- 
nion , very bad. 

LUCRETIUS. 

What ! will you not allow that the atoms^ 
of their own accord, difpofed themfelves in i’uch 
a manner as to produce the univerfe ? 

POSSIDONIUS. 

We mathematicians can admit nothing but 
what is proved by inconteffible principles. 

LUCRETIUS. 

My principles are fo. 

Ex nitjilo nihily in mijflum nil pojp reverti. 
Tmg-eh mim U tangi nift corpus nulla potcji res. 

from nothing nought can fpring, to nothing 
nought return. 

Nought but a body can a body touch. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

Should I grant you thefe principles, and 
even your*atoms and your vacuum, you can 
no more perhiade me that the univerfe , put 
itielf into the admirable order in which we now 
K ■ behoM 
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behold it, than if you were to tell the Romans 
that the armiliary fpherc compoled by FoiHdo- 
jiius made itfelt. 

LUCRETIUS. 

But who then could make the woild ? 

P O S S I D O N I U S.^ 

An intelligent Being, much more fuperior to 
the world and to me, than l am to tne brais of 
which I made my fphere. 

LUCRETIUS. 

How can you, who admit nothing but what 
is evident, acknowledge a ^principle of which 
t on have not the leaft idea ? 

' POSSIDONIUS. 

In the fame manner as, before I knew you, 
1 judged that your book was the work of a 
man of genius. 

LUC RE TIUS. 

You allow that nature is^eternal, and exifts 
bccaufe it does exift. Now if it exuls by its 
own power, 'why may it not, by the fame 
■ ' wer, have formed funs, and woilds, and 
plants, and animals, and men ? 

POSSIDONIUS. 

All the ancient philofophers have fuppofed 
matter to be eternal, but have never proved ib to 
be really fo ; and even allowing it to be eter- 
nal, it would by no means follow that it could 
form works in which there are fo many ftriking 
orocfs of wifdom and defign. buppofe this Itone 
to be eternal if you will, you car never per- 
fuade me that it cGuld have conipofed the Iliad 

of Homer. T, TIC RE- 
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LUCR-ETIUS, 

No : a frone could never have compofed the 
Iliad, any more than it could have produced a 
feorfe : but matter organized in procefs of 
find become bones, flefh, and blood, will pro- 
duce a horfe ; and organized more finely, will 
produce the Iliad* 

POSSIDONIUS. 

You fuppofe all this without any proof ; and 
I ought to admit nothing without proof. I will 
give you bones, fieili, and blood, read 7 madc^ 
and will leaves you and all tae Epicureans in 
the world to make your bell of them. Will 
you only confent to this alternative ; viz. to be 
put in poffefix-on of the v/bole Roman empire, 
if, v/ith all the ingredients ready prepared, you 
produce a horfe, and to be hanged if you fail 
in -the attempt ? 

L'U C^R E T l U^S. 

No ; that furpafles my pow’-cr, but not the 
power of nature. It requires miilions of ages 
for nature, after having paffed through all the 
poifible fotiTiS, to arrive at laft at the only one 
vvbich'can produce living beings. 

POSSIDONTtJS. 

You might, if youpleafed, continue all you'i* 
life-time to fhalce in a cafle ail the materials of 
the earth mixed together, you would never be 
able to form any regular figure ; you could 
produce noticing. If the length of your life 
is not fiifficienc to produce ev:en a mtifliroom, 
will the length of another man’s life he'.'uiH™ 
-cientj^ that purpofe. Why fhould fe^crai 
K a ages 
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be able to efFeit what one age has not ef- 
fG&ed ? One ought to have feen men and ani- 
mals fpring from the bofom of the earth, and 
corn produced without feed, &c. before he 
fhould venture to aiHrm that matter, by its own 
energy, could give' itfelf fach forms 5 but no 
one that I know of hath ieen fuch an opera- 
tion, and therefore no one ought to believe it« 

LUCRETIUS/.. 

Well! men, animals, and trees mufl: always 
have exifted* the philofopbers allow that 

matter is eternal ; and they muit further al- 
low, that generations are fo likewife. ’Tis 
the very nature of matter that thh*e fhould be 
ftars that revolve, birds that fly, horfes that 
rwn, and men that compofe Iliads. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

In this new fuppofition you change your opi-. 
jiion ; but you always fuppofe the point in 
queftion, and admit a thing for which you have 
not the leafl: proof. 

LUCRETIUS. ^ 

I am at liberty to believe, that what is to™ 
day, was yefterday, was a century ago, wa 3 an 
hundred centuries ago, and fo on backwards 
without end. I make ufe of your argument : 
no one has ever feen the flin and ftars begin 
their courfe, nor the firfl: afiimais formed and 
endowed with life. We may, therefore, fafely 
believe that all things were from eternity as 
they are at prefent. 


P’tis- 



Lucretait s and Possibonius*. igf 

PO SSID ONI US, 

There is a very great difrerence, I fee aa 
admirable defign^ and I ought to beHcve that 
an i:itc:Hgent being farmed that defsgn. 
LUCRETIUS, 

You ought not to admit a being of v/hoai 
j^'ou have no knowledge. 

P O S ST D O N I U S. 

You might as well tell me, that I oughC 
not to believe that an architedi built the caps- 
tOij becaufe I. never faw that architedi. 

LUCRETIUS. 

' Your comparifon is not juft. You have feen, 
houfes built*, and you have feeri architefts; 
and therefore you ought to conclude that it was 
a man like our prefent arcbitecis that built the 
catpitol. But here the cafe is very different : 
the capitol does not exift of iifeif, but matter 
does. It TTiuft neceflarily have had fotne form 
and why will you not allow it to poflefs^ by its 
own energy, the form in which it now is ? Is 
it not much eafier for you to admit, that na- 
ture modifies itfelf, than to acknowledge a be- 
ing that modifies it ? In the former cafe you 
have only one diiHculty to encounter, namely, 
tq|. comprehend how nature acts. In the latter 
you have two difficulties to furmount, viz. -o 
comprehend this fame nature, and the viilble 
being that ads upon it. 

POS'SIDONIUS. 

It is quke the reverfe. I Le not only a dll-' 
ficulty, but even an impcMTibility in compre- 
hending how matter can. have infinite defigns 
..CMP' K 3 but 
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but I fee no djjfHculty in admitting an intellV 
irent beingj who governs this matter by his.in^ 
£nite wifdcm, and by his almighty will. 

' LUCRETIUS. 

What ? is it becaufc your mind cannot com- 
pi*ehcnd one thing that you are to fuppofe an- 
other ? Is it becaufe you do not underftand 
the fecret fprings, and' admirable contrivances;^ 
by w’liich nature di^oied kfelf into planets^, 
funs, and animals, that you have recourfe to 
another being ? 

P OSS ID ONI US. 

No 5 I have not recourfe to a god, becaufe 
I cannot comprehend nature 5 but I plainly 
perceive that nature needs a fupreme inteili-?*. 
gence ; and this reafon alone would to me be. 
a fufficient proof of a deity had I no other. 

LUCRETIUS, 

And what if this matter poffeffad intelligence 
itfelf ? 

P O S S I D O N I U S.. 

It is plain to me that it does notpofTefs ito. 

LUCRETIUS. 

And to me it is plain that it does poflefs it^ 
fiiice I fee bodies like you and me reafon, 

, P O S S I D O N I U S, 

If matter poffeiTes, of itfelf, the faculty of 
thinking, you muft affirm that it poflefles it 
neceflarily and independently”: but if this pro- 
perty be eflential to matter, it muft have it at 
all times and in all places f for whatever is el”™ 
fential to a thing cail never be feparated from^ 
it. A bit of clay, and even the vikft excre- 
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ment would think 5 but fare yon will not fay 
that dung thinks. Thought, therefore, is not 
siu eflential attribute of matter. 

LUCRETIUS. 

Your reafoning is a ineer fophiffn. I hold 
motion to he eiTential to matter; and yet this 
dung, or that piece of clay, are not actually 
in motion ; but they will be fo when they arc 
impelled by fonie other body. In like manner 
thought will not be an attribute of a body, ex- 
cept when* that body is organized for thinking. 

PO"S'SIDO‘NIUST 

Your error proceeds from this, that you al- 
ways fuppofe the point in queftion. You do 
not reflect, that, in* order to organize a body, 
to make it a man*, to render it a thinking being, 
there muft previouffy be thought, there muft 
be a fixed defign. But you cannot admit fuch 
a thing as defign, before the only beings in this 
world, capable of defign, are formed ; you can- 
not admit thought, before tlie only beings, ca- 
pable of thinking, exiil'. You Hkewiib iuppofe 
the point in qiieftlon, when you fay that mo- 
tion is neceiTary to niatter ; for what is abfo- 
lately neceiTary always exifis, as extenfion, for 
inltance, ex ills always and in every part of mat- 
ter : but motion does not exifi: always. 7'he 
pyramids of Egypt are not furely in motion. 
A fubtile matter, perhaps, may penetrate be- 
tween the ftones which compofe the pyramids; 
but the body t>f the pyramid is immoveable. 
Motion, therefore, is not efiential to matter, 
but is communicated to it by a foreign caiife, 
in the fame manner as*" thought is to men. 
Hence it follows, that there muft be a powder- 
; , K. 4 ■ , fui 
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ful and intelligent being, who communicatee- 
motion, life, and thought to his creatures* 
LUCRETIUS* 


J can eafily anAver your objedlions, by faying, 
that there have always been motion and intel* 
ligcnce In the world. This motion and this 
inrelligence have bee-n diftributed at all lirres-a 
according tc the laws of nature. h/Iattcr being 
eteniai, it muir necellarily have been in foinc 
orders but it could not be put into any order 
without thought and motion ; and therefore 
thought and motion mufb have always been, 
inherent in it. 

P O S S I D O N I U S. 


Do vvhat you wHl, you can at belt but make 
fuppofitions. You fuppofe an order ; there 
mull therefore have been feme intelligent miiid 
who formed this order. You fappofe motion 
and thought before matter was in motion, and 
before there were men and thoughts. You 
muft allow, that thought is not eflential to 
matter, finceyou dare not fay that a fiint thinks* 
You can oppofe nothing but a perhaps to the 
truth that prelles hard up®n you. You are fen- 
fibleofthe weaknefs of matter, and art? forced 
to admit a fupreme intelligent and almighty 
being, who organised matter and thinking be- 
ings. The defigns of this fuperior intelligence 
fhine forth in every part of nature, and you 
muft perceive them as diftindlly in a blade of 
grafs, as in the courfe of the ftars. Every 
thing is evidently diretSed to a certain end. 


LUCRETIUS. ^ , 

But do you not take" for a delign what is 
ily a neceflary exiftence ? Do you not take 
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for an end what is no more than the nfe which 
we make of things that exift ? The Argonautes 
built a iliip to fail to Ccichis. Will you fay 
that the trees were created in order, that the 
Argonautes might build a fli!p 5 and that the 
fea was made to enable them to undertake their 
x^oyage r Men wear ftockings : will you fay 
that legs v/ere made by the fupreme being in 
order to be covered with ilockings f No^ 
doubtlefs j but the Argonautes, having feen 
wood, built a ihip with it, and having learned 
that the water could carry a iliip, they under- 
took their voyage. In the fame manner, after 
an infinite number of forms and combinations 
%vhich matter had aiTumed, it was found that 
the humours, and the tranfparent horn which 
compofe the eye, and which were formerly fe- 
parated in cifil-rent parts of the body, were 
u til ted in the head, and animals began to fee*- 
The organs cf generation, difperfed before, 
were like wife c-Iiecicd, and took the form they 
new have ; and then all kinds of procreation 
were condufied with regularity^. The matter 
of the fug, v/hich had been long diffufed and 
fcattered through the univerfe, was conglobated, 
and formed the luminary that enlightens our 
woijd. Is there any thing impofilble in all 
this? ^ ^ , 

^ P OSS ID ONI US., . 


In facl, yen cannot furely be ferious when 
vou have re^'ourf'- to fuch a fyftem : for, in 
the firff place, if you adopt this hypothefis, 
vou muft of courfe reje6t the eternal genera^ 
tions ^o f w’hichyou have juft now been talking : 
m thefecoad place, you are with 
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regard to final caufes. There are voluntary ufes: 
to which we apply the gifts of nature ; and 
there are likewife neceflary eftects. The Ar- 
gonautes. needed not, unlefs they bad pleafed,. 
have employed the trees of the forefl: to build 
a fhip; but thefe trees were plainly deftined 
to grow on the earth, and to produce fruits ani 
leaves* We need not cover our legs v^^ith flock- 
ings j but the leg was evidently made to fup- 
port the body, and to walk, the eyes to fee, 
the ears to hear, and the parts of generation to 
perpetuate the fpecies* If you confider that a 
flar, placed at the. diftance of four or five hun^ 
dred millions of leagues from us, fends forth 
rays of light, which make precifely the fame 
angle in the eyes of every animal, and that, at. 
that inftant, all animals have the fenfation of 
light, you mufir acknowledge that this is an 
inftance of the mofl: admirable mechanifm and 
defign. But is it not unreafonable to admit 
mcchanifni without a mechanic, a defign with- 
out intelligence, and fuch defigns without a 
Supreme Being ? 

LUCRETIUS. - 
If I admit the. Supreme Being, what form 
i^uft I give him ? Is he dn one place ? Is he 
out of all place ? Is he in time or out of time I 
Does he fill the whole of fpace, or does he not 
fill it ? Why did he make the world ? What 
was his end in making it ? Why form fenfible 
and unhappy beings ? Why moral and natural 
evil? On whatever fide I turn my' mind, cveiy 
thing appears darlt and incomprehenfible. 
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P O S S I D O N r u s. 

^Tis a neceffary conrequence of the e^iiltence 
of this Supreme Being that his nature fnould 
be incomprehenfible ; ""for, if he exlRs. there 
mufl be an inhnitc diftance between him and 
us. We ought to believe that he is^ v/ithout 
endeavouring to know what he is, or how he 
operates. Are you not obliged to admit aiymp- 
totes in geometry, without comprehendino-^hoW 
it is poilible for the fame lines to be alvvavs 
approaching, and yet never to meet ? Ate ibere 
not many things as incomprchenlible as demon- 
ftrable, in the properties of the circle? Con- 
fers,, therefore, that you ought to admit what 
is incomprehenfible, wheii 'the exiftence of 
that incomprehenfible is proved. 

LUCRETIUS; 

What ! mufl: I renounce the do^as of EpC 
eurus ? • •* “ 

P 6 S S I D O N I U S. 

It is better to renounce Epicurus, than to 
abandon the didlates of reafon/ 
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LUCRETIUS. 

T Begin t<? recognize a Supreme Seine, inac- 
ccffible to our 'enics, a rfti proved by 'our rea- 
&n, who made the world, and preferves it r 
bu^-ffith regal a to what i have laid of the' foul’ 
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iii my tlif rd book, which has been fo much ad- 
mired by ail the learned men of Rome, I hardly 
think you, can oblige me to alter myopinion» 

POSSIDONIUS. 

You fay, 

fitu7n media regiom hi pedforis heeret^ 

The mind is in the middle of the breafl*. 

But, when you compofed your beautiful 
verfes, did you never make any effort of the. 
head ? When you fpcak of the orators Cicero 
and Mark Antiiony, do you not fay that they 
had good heads ? And were you to fay that 
they had good breafts, would not people iina- 
gine that you was talking of their voice and 
lungs ? 

LUCRETIUS. 

' Are you not convinced, from experience, 
that the feelings of joy, of follow, and of fear, 
are formed about the heart ? 

■ Mic £>:ultai enim pavor ac metus ; ha^c hca cirmm 
hatlticsmulceni, ,, 

For there ourpalHons live, our joy, our fear. 
And hope.. , Creech, 

Do you not feel your heart dilate or contracl: 
itftlf on the* hearing of good or bad news? Is 
h not poiiciied of fome lecret fprings of a yield- 
ing and elaftic quality ? This; therefore, muft 
be the feat of the foul. 

POSSJDONIUS. 

There are two nerves which proceed from 
the brain, pafs through the heart c^nd 
reach to the parts of generation;! and commli-' 
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Tiicate motion to them ; but would you there- 
fore fay, that the human mind refides in the 
parts' of generation f 

LUCRETIUS. 

No'j I dare not fay fo. But though Ifhould 
place the foul in the head^ inftead of placing it 
in thebreaft, my principles will fnll fubfift : the 
foul will itill be an infinitely fubtile matter, rc- 
fcmbling the elementary fire- that animates the 
whole machine. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

And why do you imagine that a fubtile mat- 
ter can have thou2:hts and fcntinieius of it*- 
feif? 

LUCRETIUS. 

Becaufe I experience it 5 becaufc all the parts* 
of iiiy body^ when tojiched, prefently feel the 
impreSioiii b&caufc this feeling is diiFuied thro* 
my whole machine ; becaufe it could not be 
diiTu fed through it but by a ina'ter of a very 
fubtile nature, and of a very rapid motion ; be- 
caufe I«am a body, and one body cannot be 
affected but by another ; becaufe the interior 
part of my body could not be penetrated but by 
ve»y fmall corpufcles ; and, of confequence^ my 
foul muft be an affemblage of thefe corpufcics, 

POSSIDONIUS.' 

. Vv'e have already agreed, in Oiir nrft col- 
loquy, that, it is extreniely improbable that a 
rock could compofe the Iliad. Will a rav of 
the fun be more capable of compcfing it r Suii- 
pofe^iis ray an hundred thoufand times more 
fubtile and rapid than ufual, v/ill this light, or ' 
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this tenuity of parts, produce thoughts and 
fentimentsi? 

LUCRETIUS. 

Perhaps they may, when placed in organs 
properly prepared. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

You are perpetually reduced to jom perhaps. 
Fire, of itfeif, is no more capable of thinking 
than ice. Should I fuppofe ihat it is fire that 
thinks, perceives, and wills in you, you would 
then be forced to acknowledge, that it is not by 
ks own virtue that it hath either thought^ 
or perception, 

LUCRETIUS. 

No; thefe fenfations will be produced not by 
its own virtue, but by the aflemblage of the fire, 
and of my organs. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

How can you imagine ‘that two bodies, 
neither of w^hich can think apart, fliould he 
able toproduce thought, when joined together? 

LUCRETIUS. 

In the fame manner as a tree and earth, when* 
taken feparately, do not produce fruit; but dO’ 
ib, when the tree is planted in the earth, 

POSSIDONIUS. 

The Gomparifon is only fpecious. This tree 
hath in it the feeds of fruit': we plainly per- 
ceive them in the buds, and the moifturc of the 
earth unfolds the fi^bftance of thefe fruits. Fire,, 
therefore, muft poflefs in itfelf the feeds of 
thought, and the organs of the body ferve only 

develope thefe feeds* 

LUCR& 
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LUCRETIUS. 

And'doyou find anything impolHblemtbis? 

POSSIDONIUS.. 

I find that this fire, this highiy refined mat-* 
ter, is as devoid of the faculty of thinking as a 
ftone. The produSion of a being muft have 
fomething fimilar to that which produced it 
but thought, willj and perception, have nothiiigi 
fimilar to fiery matter, 

LUCRETIUS. 

Two bodies,, ftruck againft each other, pro- 
dace motion, and yet this motion, has- nothing- 
fimilar to the two bodies 5 , it has none of their 
three dimenfions, nor. has it any 5;. . re. A. 
being, therefore, may have nothin,^ ihnilar to 
that which produced it; and, of cc:;;-: iiuences), 
thought may fpring from an of two 

bodies which havg no thought. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

This comparifon likewile is more ipecious 
than juft,. I fee nothing but r; -r’/v;.!;:: in two 
bodies in q^iotion: I only lee bodi:;; ;rv:.hing from' 
one place to another. But whev- -.vc reaibn to- 
gither, I fee no matter in your id-jr'.s, or in my 
own. I fhall only obferve, thi\): i can no more 
conceive how one body has tho: p-ower of movins: 
another, than I can compreh^'.-.i the manner of 
my having ideas/ To me, are equally m-- 
explicable^ and both eq.ur^^y prove the exill:- 
ence and the power of a ^Supreme Being, tho 
author of thought and motion. 
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LUCRETIUS. 

' If our foul is not a fiibtile fircj an ethereal 
quiiiteflence, what is it ? 

POSSIDONIUS, 

Neither you nor I know aught of the mat- 
ter. I will tell you plainly what it is not ; but 
I caanot tell you Vvhat it actually is. I fee that 
it is a power lodged in my body ; that I did not 
give myfeif this power ; and, of confequence, 
that it muft have come from a Being iuperior to 
myfeif 

. . LUCRETIUS. ■ 

You did not give you rfclf life : you received 
it from your father^ from whom likewifej to- 
gether with life, you received the faculty of 
chinking, as he had received both from his fa- 
ther, and fo on backwards to infinity. You 
no more know the true principle of life, thari 
you do that of thought. This fuccefiion of 
living and thinkiiig beings hath always exifted. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

I plainly fee, that you are always oblIg:ed to 
abandon the fyftem of Epicurus ; and that you 
dare no longer maintain, that the declination 
of. atoms produced thought."" I have already, \-n 
our iafi colloquy, refuted the eternal fuccchioii 
of fenfibie and thinking beings. I ihewed you, 
that, if there were material beings capable of 
thinking by their own power, thought niuit nc- 
cefiarily be an attribute eiTential to all matter; 
that, if matter thought necefiarily, and by its 
own- virtue, all matter muft of courfe think: 
but this is not the caie, and therefore it is iin- 
to maintain a fucceiiba of material 
. ‘ beingsj 
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beings, who, of themfelves, poffefs the faculty 
of thinking. ■ 

LUCRETIUS. : 

Notwitlifl-anding this reafoniiig, Vvdnch you 
repeat, it is certain that a father comniunicates 
afoul to bis fen, at the fame time that he forms 
his body. This foul and this body grow toge- 
ther ; they gradually acquire flrength; they ar« 
fubjeci: to calamities, and to the infirmities of 
old age. The decay of our ftrength draws 
along with it that of cur judgment: the effedt, 
at rail, ccafes vsdth the caufs, and the foul va- 
iii&es like fmoke into air. 

p7^ater£a^ gigni^ parlter cum corpore^ & una 
Crejcere fentmus^ panterque fenefeere mentem* 
Nam velet infirmo pue^^i^ ieneroqiie vaganiur 
Corpora^ J:C miimi fequltur fentmiia tenuis* 

• hide uhi rohujiu adolcvh virihus atas^ 

Cenfilium quoque maju^ au^ior efi animi vhii. 
PoJ} uhi jam validh quajpitu7n eji vmhus avi 
Corpus^ & ohtujis cecidej-unt virihtis artus : 
Claudicat mgenimn<^ delirat Unguaque^ men f qua ^ 

* Omnia dsjiciunt^ atqm nno ie'mpore defunt^ 

Ergo d^olvi quoqus convenit onmem anmai 
Naiuram^ ceu funius in alias acids auras : 
^andoquidem gigni pariter^ pariierque videinus 
C^efeere^ tsf {jit do cut) fmul avofejfa futifdt^ 

Befides,’tis plain that fouls are born, and grow 5 
And all by age deoay, as bodies do : 

To prove this truth ; in infants, minds appear 
Infirm, and ^lender as their bodies are : 

In man, the mind is ftrong j when age prevails. 
And the quick vigour of each member fails, 

■■ The 
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The mind's pow’rs toodecreafe, and wafte apace 
And grave and rev’rend follv takes the place. 
'Tis likely ihc:n the foul ajid mind muftdie; 
Like fmoke m air, its Tcatter’d atoms £y : 

Since all tiiele proo/s have fhewn, thefe reafons 
told, 

^Tis with the body born, grows ftrong,.. and 
old. Cb.eech. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

Thefe, to Be fure,.are very line verfes 5 but 
do YOU thereby inform me of the nature of the 
fouf? 

LUCRETIUS. 

No 5 I only give you its hiftory^ and I reafon 
wkh probability. 

POS-SID'ONrUS. 

Where is the probability of a father’s com-= 
municating to his fon tiTe faculty of thinking ? 

LUCRETIUS.. 

Do you not daily fee children refembling 
their lathers in their inclinations, as v/eli as in 
their features ? ^ 

POSSIDONIUS. 

But does not a father', in begetting his^fon,.. 
a£i as a blind agent ? Does he pretend, when 
he enjoys his wife, to make a foul, or to make 
thoughts ? Do either of them know the man- 
ner in which a child is forrbed in the mother s 
wonvb ? Mull we not, in this cafe, have re- 
courfe to a fuperipr caufe,. as well as in all the 
other operations of nature which we have exa- 
mined? Muft you not fee, if you. are in ear- 
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nefl:, that men give themfelves nothing, but are; 

d er t h e ban d of an abfc i u-te m afte r ? 

LUCRETIUS. 

If you know more of the matter than 1 fej- 
teil me what "the fou! is. 

pass I DON I US. 

I do not pretend to know what it is more 
than^ you. Let us endeavour to enlighten each 
©then. Tell me, firft, what is vegetation ? 

■ LUCRETIUS. 

It is an internal motion, that carries the moh- 
ture of the earth into plaints, makes them groWj 
unfolds their fruits, expands their leaves, &c. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

Surely, you do not think that there is a 
being called that performs thefe vvcnr«- 

ders ! ^ 

LUGRETIUS. 

Who- ever thought fo ? . 

POSSIDONIUS. 

From former colloquy you ought to con- 
clude, that the tree did not give vegetation to. 
kfhln 

, luciCetius., 

I am forced to allow it. 

POSSIDONIUS., 

Tell me next what life is, 

^ LUCRETLUS. : 

It is vegetation joined w’ith perception in an 
organized body. 


POS.- 


21^ DIALOGUES between 
POSSIDONIUS. 

And is there not a being called life that givet 
perception to an organized body ? 

LUCRETIUS. 

Doubtlefs, vegetation and life are words 
which fignify things that live and vegetate. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

If a tree and an animal cannot give thern- 
feivc-s life and vegetations can you giveycurfelf 
thoughts ? 

LUCRETIUS. 

I think I can 5 for I think of whatever I 
pleafe. My intention was to converfe with 
you about inetaphyScs, and I have done fo. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

* You think that you are mafver of your ideas: 
do you know then whatfthoughts you will have 
in an hour, or in a quarter ot an hour ? 

LUCRETIUS. 

I muft own that I do not. 

POSSIDONIUS. 

^ You frequently have ideas in yourfleep j you 
make verfes in a dream : Caefar takes citks ; I 
refolve problems ; and bounds purfue the itag ia 
their dreams. Ideas, therefore, come to us in- 
dependently of our own will ; they are given us 
by a Superior Being. 

■LUCRETIUS.' 

: In what manner do you mean ? Doyoiifup- 

pofe that the Supreme Being is conth^naily em- 
.. "ployed 
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ployed in communicating ideas; or that he 
created incorporeal fubitanccs, which v/ere af- 
terwards capable of forming ideas of themfelves, 
ibmetimes with the ailiftance of the fenfes, and 
ibmetiaies without it ? Are thefe fubfbnces 
formed at the moment of the an in id’s concep- 
tion ? or are they formed bcfojre its concep- 
tion? Do they wait for bodies, in order to in- 
finuate themfelves into them ? or are they not 
lodged there till the animal is capable of re- 
ceiving them ? Oij in hire, is it in die Suprcnic 
Being that every animated being fees the ideas 
of things ? What is your opinion ? 

POSSIDONIUS, 

When you teli me how our v/ill produces an 
inftantaneous motion in our bodies, how your 
arm obews your will, how we receive life, how 
food digefrs in the ftomad), and how corn is 
transformed into bloodg^I will then tell you hov/ 
we have ideas. With regard to all thefe par- 
ticulars, I frankly confefs my ignorance. The 
world, perhaps, may one day obtain new jights; 
but from the . time of Thales to the prefent age, 
we hav^ not had any. All we can do is to be 
fenfible of our o^vn weaknefs, to acknowledge 
an Almighty Being, ,and to be upon our guard 
sg^inft thefe fyftems. 
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T here is no language abfolutely pei> 
feet ; none that can exprefs all our ideas 
und all our fenfations, the nice and delicate 
diftindtions of which are too numerous and too 
imperceptible. No man can make known the 
.precife degree of feeling which he has in his 
ov/n breaft. We are obliged, for inftance, to 
diftinguifli by the general name of love and 
hatred, a thoufand different kinds of love and 
hatred : and the cafe is the fame v/ith all our 
pains and pleaflires-. Thus all languages arc, 
like ourfelves, imperfedt. 

They have all been formed fucceflively, and 
by degrees, according to our feveral wants 
and necelHties ; the firft grammars were infen- 
fibly formed by thaf inftinfl: which is common 
to all men. The LapIaMers and the negroes, 
as well as the Greeks, had occafi n to exprefs 
the paft, the prefent, and the future j and they 
did fo. But as no language was ever formed 
by an aflembly of logicians, none, of confe- 
quence, has ever arrived at a perfed znd re»- 
gular plan. 

All words in all polHble, tongues are necef* 
farily the pidures of our fenfations. Men 
never exprefs what they do not feel. Thus all 
languages are become metaphorical, and all 
tend to enlighten the mind : ' the heart burns, 
the judgment fees, compounds, unites, divides, 
wanders, colledb kfelf, and is diiKp'ated. 

All nations have agreed to give the natrie 
of breath or fpirit to the human foul or under- 
handing, whofe efFeds they perceive wi-fhout 
5 feeing . 



Of languages; 

i' feeing its fubftance, after having given the name 
of breaths wind, or fpirit, to the motion of the 
air, whofe fubftance they can no more difeern. 

I Among all nations infinite hath ever been a 

J negation of finite ; and immenfity a negation 
of meafare. It is evident that ali languages 
I have fprung from our five fenfes, as well as all 
I our ideas. 

The leaf! imperfeft are like the laws; thofe 
1 which are leafi arbitrary are the beft. 

i The moft perfecSf languages muft necefiarily 

I be fuebj as are fpoken by thofe nations, who 
,, have cultivated the polite and the focia'l arts 
\ with the great eft induftry and fucceft. Thus 
I the Hebrew, like the people who fpokeit, muft 
I necefiarily be one of the poo reft tongues in the 

I univerfe. How could the Jews, who, before 

/ the time of Solomon, had not a fingle boat; 

how could they have anj^fea-terms ? How 
I could they have any terms of philofophy, who 
were plunged in a ftatCof the moft profound 
ignorance, till they^ began to learn feme thing 
1 in their Babylonifh captivity? The Phoenician 
tongue, from which the Jew’s borrowed their 
\ ' jargon, muft have been greatly fuperior, as it 

j was the^nguage of a rich, induftrious, and 
" commercial people diffufed throughout the uni- 
verfe. • 

The moft ancient tongue we know muft be 
i the language of that nation which was moft 
anciently formed into a political body. It 
muft further be the language of that nation 
which has been leaft frequently fubdued j or, 
when it has ffeen fubdued, h^s always civilized 
Its conquerors* And in both thefe refpecis the 

. Chinefe 
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Chinefe an-d the Arabic are the moft ancient 
of all the modern languages. 

There is no mother tongue. All the neigh- 
bouring nations have mutuall}-^ borrowed fToni 
each other; but we have given the name of 
mother-tongue to thofe languages^ from which 
fome known idioms are derived. The Latin ^ 
for inhance, is the mother- tongue to the Ita- 
lian, the Spanifn, and the French. But the 
Latin irfelf was derived from the Tufcan; and 
the Tufcan from the Celtic and the Greek. 

The moft beautiful language muft certainlj 
be that which is, at once, the moft compleac, 
the rnoft lonorous, the moft various in its ex- 
preffions, and the moft regular in its cotnpo- 
licion; that which has the greateft number of 
compound words, which by its profody moft 
happily exprefies the dow or impetuous mo- 
tions of the foul, ai^id approaches the neareft to 
mufick. 

The Greek hath all thcfe advantages ; and 
is free from the harflinefs of the Latin, in 
which there are fo many words that end in ujUj 
ur^ and us. It hath all the pomp of the Spa- 
nijQi, and all the fweetnefs of the Itafen. And 
It excels ail the living languages in the har- 
mony of its expreftion, pwing to its great va- 
riety. of long and fliort fylkbles ; fo dif- 
figured as it now is in Greece, it may ftill be 
confidered as the fineft language in the uni- 
yerfe. 

The moft beautiful language cannot be the 
moft generally ufed, when the people whofpeak 
it are oppreffed with davery, few in numberj 
deprived of all commerce with other nations, 
and Y/hen thefe other nations have improved 

thek 
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ii'iative fongues. Thus the Greek niuil h'-: c-m- 
lisied witbiii) narrower bounds than the /Vrabic,^ 
or even thr.n the 'rnrkifli language, 

or all the European la.iiguages the French 
Diult be the mofl: general, becaule it is the be:'!: 
■adapted to converiiuion. It has taken its ch::- 
railer from . that of the people vv-*ho fpeak it. 

Of all nations in the world tlte French havc;, 
for almoft thefe three hiindred and fi.:ty years 
pafe, moft indiifrrioully cultivated the arts of 
locial life : they were the firfl that freed it h'cjn 
all manner cfconflniint ; they wem the firil 
among v/hom the women became free arai 
even roverci«;n- while In other ccuri'.ries t’-icy 
Vv’cie no be tier than flaves. The syntax of 
this tongue, which is always uniform^, and ad- 
mits of no invcriion?5 Is another advantage 
•which hardly any other tongue poileires. lii 
a word, the French langu^e is a mere cim- 
rent coin than othcr^tiim:gh it {lioiiid even 
happen to want weiglftT The prodigious num- 
ber of agreeably frivolous books which France 
has produced, is a fre:0:s reafon of that favour- 
able reception which its language has met W'-itii 
in other nations. 

Boffi of fcie.nce will never m.ake a language 
general. People will tranflate thefe book-s ; 
they wil! iludy the'* phiiofophy of Newton; 
bu? they will not learn the EngliFo, in order 
to underfiand him. 

Another circumftancc that renders the F rcnc.h 
language more coVnmon than any other, is t’le 
perfect ion to which cur theatre has been car- 
ried., It is to a Cinna, a Pjiedra, and a Mi- 
fanthrope, that it owes its reputation, znd not 
to tlie conqueils of Lewis XIV, 


It 
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It is neither fo fmooth and copious as the 
Italian, fo majeftic as the Spanifh, nor fo ner- 
vous as the Englifli; and yet it has niade a 
greater figure in the world than thefe three 
lan^uacres ; owing to this circumfiance alone, 
that it Is fitter for converfation, and that there 
are a greater number of agreeable books in.it 
than in anv other tongue. In a word, tt has 
fucceeded like the French cooks, oecaule it nas 
more happily Battered the general tafte. ; 

The fame fpirit that hath led otner nations 
imitate the French in their furniture. 


to 
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the diftribution of their rooms, 
dens, their dances, and every other grace- 
ful accompli&n'ient, hath .licewiie led them 
to fpeak their language. I he great art 
of eood French writers is precilely the fame 
with that of the French women, who fet 
themfelves off tCj.better advantage than tne 
other women of Surc^pe, and without being 
more beautiful in reality , appear to be fo by 
the elegance of their drefs, and by thatcharm- 
ing behaviour, at once fo noble and fimple, 
which they afi'ume and lupport with fo much 
and fredom. . 

It is by the arts of polifning and refining, 
that this language has at laft banifhed all traces 
of its ancient barbarity.- Every thing would 

fhow this barbarity to any one who wouid'ex- 
amine the matter with attention. He would 
find that the number -vingi comes from vigmu ; 
and that we formerly pronouncea the g and the 
t with that harfhnefs which is natural to all tne 
northern nations. . From the morih oi Jugz^J- 
ius is derived the month of MujU ^ ^ 

.A- ■ ' . ■ '■ 
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It is not long fince a German princcj fup- 
pofing that the word Augufius was never pro- 
nounced otherwife in France, called Augulius 
king of Poland, king AoujL 

From Pavo we form Paotu We once pro- 
nounced it like Phao 7 z^ and v/e now fay Fan. 

■ From Lupus is derived Loup^ and we for-- 
merly founded the with a mofi: difagrecablo 
rougbnefs. All the letters which we have ilnce 
fiipprelled in pronouncing, hut retained in wri- 
ting, are proofs of the barbarity of cur ancicin: 
cuffcoiTis, 

We did not begin to feften our language 
till we had fofreredour manners, it was* rude 
and unpolhhed till Francis I- called the ladies 
to court. One ndght as well have talked the 
ancient Celtic as rnc French in the time ot 
Charles VIIL and Lewis XIL The German 
was not more harfli and^nmulicaL All the 
ImperieS: tenfes had^hideous found: every 
fyllahle was pro^oulrccd in aimoicut^ 
croyomit^ they faid croy-oi-svt^ This was the 
croaking of ravens, as the emperor Julian faid 
of the ancient Celtic, rather chan the language 
of 

It required whole ages to wipe off this rufiv 
The imperfeflions that ftill remain would be 
kjtolerable, were it*nor for the pains we con- 
ftantly take to fliiin them, as a fKilfuI rider 
fliuns the fcones on the road. 

Good writers take care to combat thole id- 
cioas exprefHons, which are firft brought into 
vogue by ^the ignorance of the people, and be- 
ing afterwards adopted by ^ad authors, pafs into 
the gazettes and public writings. Thus from 
the Italian word which fignifies 

La 
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eapiiie^ armct^ the French foldiers In ItiiiV have 
formed the world fahde^ raj:hat when v/e Ey, 
il a prh fa jahdc^ we do not know whether the 
perlbn mentioned has taken his helmet or his 
Icttice. The w-riters of the gazettes have 
tran Hated the word ridatio by red-uic^ vvhich 
fignifies a, kind of fortification ; hut a tnan that 
knows the language will always preferve rhe 
word aflmbUe, Roafl-bevi in iLnglki^i iignihes 
hiSiif-roii .* and our inn- keepers now tal k to us of 
the roalt-beef of mutton. Riding-coat means 
nn htiblt de deval: from thence vve have formed 
rt'dhf^ctiei and the peon-e take ir for an chi 
word of cur own lasyjuage- ivlcn of k-tters 
have been obliged to adopt this were] as vvel! 

' as the people, becaufe it: fignilks a thing 
adapted to a particuLr cufeom. 

The populace fubuues the court, if v/e may 
life the e v: prtiTion, n^fixi ng the terms of arts 
and trades, rmd things’^foiutely neceiTary, as 
well as in matters of religr.*)!!. Thofb who 
treat ' the vulgar wdth the greateil contempt 
are yet obliged to fpeak, and e:ven to think, in 
appearance like them. 

it is no argument of bad language vstf? call 
things by thoie names which the mob has crivea 
them 5 l"ut oneinay eafilv difeoyer the fuperior 
ingenuity of one nation above another by tbie 
propriety ©f the names they give to every 
thing. 

It is only for want of Imagination, that peo- 
ple apply the fame cxprefilon to an hundred 
different ideas. It argues a ridiculous bar- 
rennefs of invention, not to be able to ex~ 
prefs otherwife, unhras de 7ne?\ im bras dc ba- 
knee^ m bras de fauteml. It fiiews a great po- 
verty ' 
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verty of genius to fay equally JatticaU]i cbir-y 
and Ij tcte (Pun annk. We every wliere find 
the word cu^ and always iinpi-op"?r]y applied. 
A frrect without a thorouglifire bears no. re- 
icoiblancc io z cn de jhcx a man would 

have called thefe kinds of fh-ect;?* d.rs ^ 

tl'iC St-Ojuieicc have crilicci tl'senr 'iiiLi Ciio'eii:;; 

hai’c been obliged to call them io likcwhe^ 
The bottom of an artichoak. and the 
that terminates thelowrr part of a lamp, luive 
no nu?re rciemblance to a rr, lhari iheib lh'C'v.:s 
without a pafhge; and ye: uc cl ,va 3 's fp\ 
cu dc ayUk^iid^ and (U Iriy.d^ bmavle the 
people tnac formed the language vrere tivjii 
rude and unpoiiOLcd. The Itadanm who had a 
better right than we to emplor this ertpreL 
have taken care to reh'ain froui Ic. Tne 
people of Italy, naturally more ingenious 
their neighbours, have a language much 

more copious than 

T'hc cry of everfanl'mai fhould have a p.r- 
ticular term -k? #Kprers4^#fetlifcoyeFs a 
fill poverty of languiage to want diftinci g:<^ 
preffions for the chirping of a bird,, and for the 
cry of a child ; aiid to cidl things fo clifFercfit 
b}?^e name, • The word vak^hnerd. de- 
rived from the Latin vafhus^ might very wt*!! 
have exprchecl the? cry of infants in the cradle. 

ignorance hath introduced another cuifoni 
into all the nicdern languages. There are- 
thculands of words that no longer flgniL what 
ought tcfllgiiiry. Idki forme! ly meant 
foUtmrd *5 now it means/;/. Eplpha^ic figniiied 
fuprfciTp at prefent it i= the tweli'ch-dav. Brp- 
tijer is to plunge in w^ater ; we fuy to” baptize 
bv the name of John or James. 

L3- To 
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To thefe defe< 9 :s of almoft all languag«t 
luay be added fome barbarous irregularides. 
Gar^on^ cowriifan^ coureur^ are decent xvords ; 
garce^ couriifaue^ coureufe^ are indecent. Vent{& 
is a charming word, veniriin is abominable. 

Another effefl of the irregularity of thofe 
languages which were compofed at rrindoiTi, 
in times of ignorance and barbarity, is the great 
number of compound v^ords whofe. liniples no 
longer exift. Thefe are children that 
loft their father. We have architraves^ but no 
iravcs ; architeSlcs^ but no teBes ; foiihajfemenis^ 
but no hajfe7n€nts. There are things hicffahlcs^ 
but non'c. ejfahles. One may be intrepde^ but 
none ireplde 5 impotent^ but not potent^ A fund 
is inepuifabky but cannot be puifable. There 
are people impudenis zni infolents ^ but none 
fudents^ or Jolents* Nonchak^ii fignifies pare/- 
feux^ and chalant a chapman. 

Thefe defedls are rd\.^efound, in a greater 
or lefs degree, in all languages : thefe are wild 
and uncultivated lands from which the hand of 
a &tlful artiH: can derive great advantage. 

There are daily gliding into languages other 
faults which mark the genius of a people. 
.'In France new modes are introduced intC^'ur 
inaijiner of expreffion, as well as into head- 
dreiles. If a patient or a ph-yfician of fafliioa 
take it into his head to fay that he hath a"" 
foupcon of a fever^ to fignify that he hath a 
ilignt touch of it, in a moment the whole na- 
tion fball have fouppns of a choiic, foupgons of 
hatred, love, and ridicule. The preachers tell 
you from the pulpit, that you ought ac leaft to 
have a fouppn of love to God. In a few months 
this mode is laid afide to make room for another^ 

Vis^ 
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Vis-a-vh is every where introduced. You find 
people in all companies vis-a-vh their inclina- 
tions and iheir Interelh The courders are well 
or ill ziis-a vh the king. The minifters are 
embarrailed v:s--a-vls themfelves. 'Fhe parlia- 
iTtent in a body inforai the nation that they 
have been the defenders of the Jav/s vis-a-vis 
the archbifliop. And the clergy are vis-a-vis 
the Deity in a l 1 :ate of perdition. 

But what moll' corrupts the purity of a lan- 
guage, is not this tranfient mode of expreifioi^ 
with 'which \ve arc fooG dijgufted ; nor is it 
the frequent ufe of thofe roHcifms which pre- 
vail In good company, and into which good au- 
thors never fall : it is the affectation of middling 
authors, to difeourfe of the mofl: ferious things 
in the ftile of converfation. You may read in 
our , new books of phiiofophy that we ought no: 
to make a pure perte le^rais de penfer \ that 
eclipfes are cn droit j£i‘^rayer ie peuple j that 
Epicurus had a hofy a Umiifon de fon ame\ that 
Clodius rcnvla fur Augufte-^ and a thoufand other 
expreilions of the like nature, worthy of the 
lacquey of the Preckufes ridicules » 

The ffile of the king^s orders and decrees 
pronounced in the courts of juftice, is fuffei- 
ent to fhew the depth of barbarity from which 
we have but lately^merged. 'We laugh at the 
following expreffion in the comedy of the Plal- 
deurs; 

Lsqusl Jerome apra plujieurs^r’ehellicns 

Auraii atteint^ frappe^ 7 nol fergent a la joue. 

Yet it»happens unluckily that the compilers 
of our gazetteers and jolrrnals have fallen into 
ihe fan:ie inconfiftency ; and you read in the 
L ^ . . public 
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lie papers ; 0/: :i apris q^ceh Jlctte auralt >;.A ^ 

ifi VoUc h J jldi:TX^ cli diii Cilt^'Cilt double liS' 

Sorlhi^ues. 

Every thing coiifj^jircs to corrupt a language 
that is once become fcinewhat general .j the 
a'Uthors, who vitirue its fiile by ancctanon ; 
thofc who wiiic in a foreign country, and who 
i^hnofl; always intcini::: h.-r: igu expreSons witE 
their native tongue: the ‘merchants who in- 
trociiicc into convcrihiicn the ti:i:ns or the 
couiUiiig'^hoidh, an-.! \rl..c :ell yen that Englafx'; 
ara;.s :hv ficec.; but ^h^:q”r Erance v;]ui„ s 

vchei;;^ and ;he oi’iorcign countriw, who, 
ignorant of ihc idi:.:n of i.i:e ::i;i ,.ui;.jgc, teU 
you that a young pdnee lias been very well 
dhiquL^ inftead offaj ing that he has received z:- 
good education. 

ihit tho;.:gh all liingua ::cs be i,r.p:rfeul, it 
does -not fioin ihen.^ ibUow that v/c ought 
to aliangc them, ijrwartlb,- to ad- 

here to that nninncr of e^rdilon which has 
been ufed by good authors : juid when there is 
a fafHcient number of approved authors, the 
3anguageis then fixed. 'Ehus wecaiinct make 
any innovations in the Italian, tlie Spaniflji^he 
Englifh, or the French, without corrupting 
them. And the reafon is plain ; for we ihould 
by this means, foon render Lmintelligible thofb 
books W'hich, at once, contribute to tlie 
ftrudticn and entertainment of the woild. 
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Slacks, which are defective even for the current 


year, and which next j'ear are abfolutely good for 
nothing. 

IL 

Who would have faiday^peaceof Nioiegueng. 
that Spain, Mexico, Naples, Sici-ly, and 
Parrna, would onC? day .belong to- the houfe of 
France r ’ . , , : 

^IJL 

Cguld any one fore fee at the time that Charles;^ 
XIL«^verned Sweden with defpotic fway, thac - 
Jus fuccef&rs would have no more authorky thaj® 
the kings of Poland 4 

^ lY, 

The kirsgs of Denmark were • doges- about 
century ago 3 at prefent they are abfoiute.- 


Y. 

The RuSans in former times, fold themfelVe^' 
like the Negroes : at preferu,- they have fuch a 
liigh opinion of their own merit, that they will 
zvt admit foreign foldiers into their airny, and 
■ L 5 , . they 
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they reckon it a point of honour never to defert 5 
but they muft iiill employ foreign officers, be- 
caufe the nation has not yet acquired fo much 
ikill as courage^ having only learned to obey^ 

VL 

Animals accuftomed to the yoke offer them- 
felves.to it of their own accord. Some obfcure 
compiler of the letters of queen Chriftiiia, has 
offered an infult to the common fenfe of maii- 
kind by j unifying the murder of Monaldefqui^ 
'Who was affaffinated at Fontainebleau by order of 
a Svveciifh lady, under pretence that this lady 
had once been queen. None but the affaflins 
lemployed by her could have had the impudence 
to alledge that that princefs might 
Fontainebleau, what would have been a crime at 
Stockholm. ’ _ 

. 

That government be worthy of the 

HottentotSv in which a^ertair! number of men 
ffiould be allowed to fay : ‘ “ Thofe who labour 
aught CO pay j we ought to pay nothing, becaufe 
we are idle/" 

: .■VIIL . ■ ‘ 

That government would be an infult both otk 
(Jod and man, in which the citizens might fay: 

Theftate has given us all we poiSefsi and fve 
0#e it nothing but prayers/" 

IX. 

The more reafon is improved, the more does it 
deftroy the feeds of religious wars* It is the fpi- 
rit of philofophy that has banillied this plague 
feom the earth* 

■■ ; . 
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X. 

Were Luther and Calvin t6 return to the worlds 
they would make no more noife than the Scotifts 
and the Thomifts. The reafbn is, they would 
appear in an age when men begin to be enlight- 
ened, 

XL 

It IS only in times of barbarity that we fee 
forcerers, and people pollefiecl by evil fpirits, 
kings excommunicated, and fubjeds abfolved 
from their oath of allegiance by doctors. 

XIL 

There is a convent in the world, entirely ufe- 
lefs in every refpe^t, which enjoys an income of " 
two hundred tboufand livres. Reafon thews that if 
thefe two hundred thoufand livres were given to 
an hundred officers who^ihould marry, there 
would be an hundred citizens rewarded, 

an hundred youn^ Wmen provided for, and at 
leail, four hundred perfons more in the ftaie at 
the end of ten years, inftead of fifty flu ggards* 

It further fiiews that if thefe fifty fluggards were 
reftored to their country, they would cultivate 
the earth and people it ; and that ofcpurfe there 
would be more labourers and foldiers. This is 
what is wiflied for by every one, from the prince 
oF the blood to the vine-drefier. Superflition 
alone oppofed it formerly; but reafon, aSing in 
flibordination to faith, ought to cruQi fuperfti- 
fioii. 

XIIL 

A prince with a fingle word can at leafl pre- 
vent young people from making vows before the 
age of twenty-five 5 and fhould any one fay to 
L 6 the. 


22d . Thoughts cn th-e 

the fovereign, What will become of yourrg; 
ladies of rank^ whpm we commonly facrifice to- 
the ekleii: fons of our famiiiesr^’ The princf? 
nisy reply, they will become what they are ia 
Sweden, Denmark, Pruflia,, England, and Hol- 
land : they wiil produce citizens ; they were born 
for pro[>agation, and not to repeat Latin, which 
they do not underliand. A w-onian that. riOijrifli,eS' 
two clv*!dren and fpins, is more ufeful to the 
fiate than all the coriveiits in the vvorlcl/" 

XIV. 

It is a great happinefe both to the prince and 
the fiate, that there are a number of philofophers 
who irnprefs thefe maxims on the minds of the 
people. 

XV. 


Phi!ofopher& bavins no particular i'ntereil, can.' 



Philofephers love reJiVicn j and are ufeful tO’* 
kings by eledroying fuperftitions which is always 
5.a enemy to princes,. 


XVIL 

It was fuperffinoii that Qccafioned the siTajSi- 
35»ation of Henry IIL of Henry IV. of 
prince of Orange, and of fo many others^ ■ !"'(> 
k we ought to aferibe the rivers of blood that 
have been- filed fiace the time of Cciiifaiitine. 

XVITL r 

Superfti'tion is the inoft dfeadful enemy of 
kind. When it rules the prif]ce k bin- 
du? him .from confulting the good k^'his people;.. 

whea- 
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when it rules the people, it makes them rebel 
againfl: their prince. 

XIX. 

There is not a fmgle example in biftory of 
philofophers of oppofing themfelves to the laws 
of the prince. There never was an age in which 
fupefiiition and eathufiafni did not occafioH' 
comoiotions that £11 us with horror* 

XX. 

l£berty confifts- in depending upon the laws 
only. In this view every man is free in Sweden,- 
Englandj Holland, Switzerland, Geneva^ . and 
Hamburg. The cafe is the fame in Venice 
and Genoa 3 though in thefe two places, who- 
ever does not belong to the body of the nobles is 
defpifed and contemned.. But there are fiili ma- 
I'iy provinces, and large cb^ftian kingdoms,, wher^e 
the greateft part of th^eople are ilaves-. 

XXL 

A time wiil come in thefe countne.^,, whea 
feme prince more accompliftied than his predecef* 
fors, will rn%ke the labourers of the land fen fible,. 
th^aCHt is not v; holly for their intereft, that a mani,, 
who has one horfe, or feveral horfes, that is, a, 
j-oblernan, fnouId*have a right to kill a peafant,. 
®l)y laying ten crowns on his grax'e-. Ten crowns, 
it is true, is a. very confiderable fum. to .a rnaji 
born in a certain climate 3 but in procefs of time, 
people will have the fagacity to difeover that it is 
©f litde ufe to a dead man. The commons "then; 
may pofflbly be adrnitrecLto a fhareirr theadmim^- 
flration 3 and the form of government, whick; 
prevails in England and Sweden, may perhaps bir. 
isSablifli-ed in the neighbourhood of Turky- n . 

■ xxif^ 
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XXIL ^ 

A citizen of Amflerdam is a man i a citizen a 
few degrees of longitude from thence is a beaft 
of burthen. , 

XXIIL ■ 

AU men are born equal ; but a native of 
Mcfocco never dreams of fuch a truth. 

XXIV. 

This equality does not deftroyfubordination. 
As men, we are ail equal ; as members of foclety 
we are not. All natural rights belong equally 
. to the Sultan and to a Boflangi. Both of them 
may difpofe with the fame freedom of their per* 
ions, their families, and their effects.. Thus in 
things efiential all mem are equal, though they 
play different parts on the theatre of the 



People are always aiking is the heft form 
nf government. Put this queftion to a miniffer 
or to his deputy; they will doubtlefs be for ab« 

: folute power. Put it to a baron; he would have 
the baronage to have a fhare in the legiflative 
power. The bifliops will fay the fame, ""TTie 
Citizen would have j;ou to con fu It reafon, and 
the peafant would not wifh tc be forgot. The 
Jheff government fcems to be that in which al? 
ranks o^f men are equally protected by the laws. 

^ ■■ xxyi. , " ^ ■ 

A repubHcan is always more ftrongly attached 
to his own country tbap a fubjecl is to'^his ; and 
for this good reafon too, that men have a greater 
regard for their own property than for that of their 
mafter*,., ' , 

KXVlt 
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XXVIL 

What b the love of our country ? A compound 
of feif-love and prejudice, which the good of 
fociety has exalted into the chief of the virtues. 
It is of great confequence that this vague word^ 

The public,” fiiould make a deep impreiiion* 

XXVIIL 

When ih€ lord of a cafele, or the inhabitant of 
a city blame the exercife of abfolute power, and 
complain of the oppreilion of the peafants, be- 
lieve them not. Few people con?.piain of evils 
which they do not feel. Befides, the citizens 
and gentlemen feldorn hate the perfon of their 
fovereign, except in a civil war. What they 
hate is abfolute power in the fourth or fifth hand: 
it is the anti-chamber of a deputy, or of a fecre- 
tary of an intendant thatr^ccafions their mur- 
murs : it is becaufe have received a rebuir 
from an info]ent;vJlet in the palace, that they 
groan in their defclate fields, 

XXIX. 

The Englife reproach the French with ferving 
their^ mafters chearfully. The following verfes 
are the bef|; that have ever been written in Eng^ 
land on that fubjedt. 

A nation here I pity and admire; 

Whom nobleil feucirnents of glory fire. * 

Yet taught by cuilomb force, and bigot fear, 

To ferve with pride, and boaft the yoke 
tl!ey bear : ^ 

Whole nobles born to cringe, and to com* 
mand, . 

In courts a 'mean^'m camps a '|eherou$ 

■ baadj * ' , ■ ■ From 
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From priefts and flock -jobbers content re- 
^ ’ ceive 

Thofe laws their dreaded, arms to Europe 
give : 

«<£ Whofe people vain in want^ in bondage 

: bleft,. 

Though plundered gay, induftrious though 
oppreft, 

With happy follies rife above their fate s 

The jeft and envy of a wifer 

In anfwer to all thefe dedaniations with which 
the Englifh poetry, pamphlets, and fermofes are 
filled, we may obferve that it is very natural to 
love a houfe wdiich hath reigned for near eight 
hundred year^ Several foreigners, and among 
thefe fome Englifhmen, have come to fettle 
iui France, merely for the fake of living hap- 


A king who is never contr^sdiuled, can hardly 
be bad, 

xxxr. 


Some Engliflb peafants, who have never travelled- 
farther than London, imagine that the king of 
France, when he has nothing elfe to do, feni^ar 
a prefident, and by way of amufement gives his,^ 
.eftate to a valet of the wardrobe, ^ 


XXXIIv 


There are few countries in the world where* 
the fortunes of individuals are more fecure than 
in France.. When count Maurice de NalTau 
was fetting out from the Hague, in ordi^ to take 
Upon him the command! of the Dutch infantry, 
he afked me, if the French would confifcate the^ 
■icnts -which' he had aright to receive from ..the 

Town-.' 
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^3 

7'GWn' liOLife of P.^ris. They \v:Ii p:iy youP"^ 
laid I, cX(;6n\' on the hnB? djy- s;v;:h count 
ii'Iaurice de Saxe^ who co:rs:i:;aj'.Js iho Fieiich. 
army:*' and uiv prc-dicFoa was literally ful- 
filled* 

Ya '5 

Lewis XL in ihe-jo^n'lc of his reign lent about 
four thoiiiand uf h:s LlTds io the g:-’iow«3 bo- 
eaufe he vyiis^noc abn.ioie. and w'anioj to be 

iun did not hani:h -i iiogle couriieig b. vjodu he 
was diiblutc. In toe reign of C:bO'.;s 11. 
nroie than diy ^-^rnn^ o; conLg.wnce left their 
heals at London. 

-T.-TT,’" 

^ * -'s.. t \ * 

In the !o ign of Lrwis o.Li, the^w not a 
fingle yoar paLAI wir-oo^; 'owi ^ LoLw'i or others 
Lewis the Juii', began by ceufing in?* prirne irfi- 
nifier to be afiLbhaicd. the c'ardioal 

de Richl'iecj who v\as more cruel than h;;rhclf> 
to bathe the fcaifoldiB with blood. 

Cardinal Mawasin, though placed in the fame 
drcuaiilanccsj did not put a lingle perfon to 
death. A foreigner as he was^ he could not have 
fuppQi^ himfeif by acts of cruelty. If Rich- 
lieu had had no factions to contend wiihg he 
would have raifed the kingdom to the highefr 
pitch of grandeur, bccaufe his cruelty, which pro- 
cceaed from th-e haughtinefs of his temper, hav- 
ing no objedl to employ it, would have fuiterecl 
the natural .greatne;fs of his foul to operate in its 
full extent. 

^ XXXV. 

In a book full of profoirnd reflexions, and 
ingenious Bights of fancy, defpotifm is reck- 
oned among the nati^ral forms of goveramenr. 

Tbo 
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The author, who was a great wit> furely meant 
to rally. 

There is no ' government naturally defpotic. 
There is no country in the world, where the 
people fay to one man, *'* Sir, we give your fa- 
cred majefly the power of taking our wives, our 
children, our goods, and our lives, and ot caufing 
us to be empaled according to your good plea- 
fure, and your adorable caprice.” 

The grand Turk fwears on the Alcoran to 
obferve the law^s. He cannot put any one to 
death without a decree of the Divan, and a 
Fctfaof the Muphti. He is fo little defpotic, 
that he can neither change the value of money, 
nor break the Janiflaries- It is not true, that he 
is mafter of, the efFeefs of , his fubjeck. He be- 
llows lands, which are called, Timariots,^^ in 
the fame manner as fiefs were formerly beftowed^ 

Defpotifm is the abufe Oi^rnonarchy, as anarchy, 
is th<?'abufe of a republican t’orm of government. 
A Sultan who without the forms, and in viola- 
tion of the laws of juftice, imprifon, or murders 
bis fubjefls, is a public robber, dignified with the 
title of your highneis. 

xxxvn. 

A modern author fays, there is more virtue in 
republicks, and more honour in monarchies. ’ 

Honour is the defire of being honoured. To 
be a man of honour is to do nothing unwor-*- 
tby of honour. We cannot fay of a reclufe that 
he is a man of hon^ur.That expreffion is applied 
tofignify that degree of efteem, which every mtm* 
ter offociety would have paid to Ms own perfooi 
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' V/ e m u fl fettl e tb e mea n i ng ofterms, wi thou t which 

we {hall foon be involved in fuch confuiion, that we 
fhall DO longer be able to underihand one another. 

In the time of the Roman republic, this deiire of 
I being honoured with itatues, crowns of laurel, and 
I triumphs, rendered the Romans conquerors of the 
I greatell part of the world. The fpirit of honour 
was kept alive by the emp'ty form of a ceiemony, 

I by a leaf of laurel or parllcy. 

But \vhen the republic was aboliilied, this kind 
I of honour waslikevvife extinguiflied, 

XXXYIII. 

A republic is not founded on virtue : it is 
founded on the ambition of every citizen, which 
.checks the ambition of others; on pride rcftrain- 
ing pride; and on the defire of ruling, which 
will not fufFer another^to rule. Hence are form- 
ed laws, which prefer ve as great an equality as 
, pofiible. It is a focicty whe^e theguefts eat at the 
fame table with an qqiftl appetite, until a ftrong 
atid voracioxp man comes, who takes all to hini-f 
felfj and leaves them only the crumbs. 

XXXIX. 

^ Litffdnachines do not fucceed in the main, 

' becaufe their operations are interrupted by the 
‘ frifHon of the wheels* The cafe is the fanne 
with fiates. China cannot be governed like the 
republic of Lucca. 

XL. 

Calvinifm and Diuheranifb are in danger ;m 
Germany : that country is full of great bilhopricks, 
fovereign abbacies> and canonries; all proper for 
makir^ converfions. A proteftant prince turns 
catholic in order to become a biJlhop, or king of a 

' ' certaia 
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country> as a princefs does in order to get ahuP- 
band. 

XLL 

■ If ever the Romifli reliojon re ;:.a!ns Its f:)rn';cr 
afcendancy^ it will be by the aiiisi'eroent of I 'Ch 
benefices, and by njeai'S of riie nicnks. I'i-e 
monks aie troops rhat are perpetually hghtlng ; 
the Proteftants have no iroopsu 

xl:t. 

It Is pretendL-d tli^t are made mr 

climates. Ijiit Chilhivaby bath ioag remaned in 
Aiia. It btgar* in Pidelbnej r-rd it haih pene- 
trated as Ihr as Norway. Tne Enu:i;.r:n! -inj 
Vvho faiu that religions had their birds in 
.Alla, their grave. in Eoglandj reafoned much 
better. . ' ' 

. ■ . Lxm, 

It mu 0; he owned ^pc-c arc K.e--o ceremonies 
and niyherles, which capiat take place but in 
certain climates. People bethe in the Ganges 
at the new moons; but weie obliged to 
bathe in the Viftula in the month of January^ 
this acI of religion v^ould not be long in force^, 

&C. ; 

' . , LXI¥, ' ■■ 

It. is alledged that MahomePs law prohibiting / 
the ufe of wine is a law of the climate of Ar^ola^ - 
becaufe, in that country, wlae would coagulate 
the blood, and water is refrelhing. It would 
have been Juft as reafonabic to have' made an 
eleventh Commaadment in Spaip gpd; Italy, en- 
joining the inhabitants to ply the bottle. , 

Mahomet did not forbid wine, becaufe the Ara- 
bians loved water. It is faid in the Sonna,,"’' 

. that 
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that he forbad it, becaufe he had been a wit- 
nefs of the Clocking exceffes which drunkenncfe 
occafioncdh • " 

LXV. 

All religious laws are not the effe«3: of the na« 
lure of the climate. T'o eat, landing, 's boiled 
Iamb with lettuce, and to throw the remainder of 
it into the hre ; noc to cat a rabbit, becaufe it 
has not a cloven foot, and bccaLi'C it chews the 
cud y to rprinkle oner's left ear wiih the blood of 
an animal : all thefe ceremonies have little con- 
nexion vdch the nature of the climate. 

LXVL 

IF Leo X. had permitted indulgences to be 
fold by the Auguflin monks, who were wont to 
fell thefe kinds or merchandize, he would have 
■had no Proteibnts. If Anne Bolev'n had not 
been beautiful, England " had' ffiil profelled the 
Roniifli ieligion. -To wSat was it owing that 
theSpaniards were jicf all Aria ns, and afterwards 
Mahometans ? To what was it owing that Car^ 
thage did not dellroy Rome ? 

LXVIL 

one event given to deduce all the events 
in the world is a fine problem ; but it belongs 
only to the Sovereigt>of the uaivexfe to folve it* 
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EMBELLISHMENTS 

0 F T H E 

C.ITt Of CACHEMIRE. 


T he inhabitants of Cachemire are polite 
and fickle, employed in trifles as other 
people are in ferious 'bufinefs, and live like chil- 
dren who know not the reafon of the orders that 
are given them. Th^ complain of every thing, 
comfort themfelves with every thing, laugh at 
every thing, and forget every thing. 

They had naturally no tafte for the arts. , The 
kingdom of Cachemire fubfifted for more than 
thirteen hundred yearkj without having any good 
philofophers, good poetsp ^olerable architects, 
painters, or fculptors. For'^the fpace of more 
then a thoufand years they were fo deftitute of 
commerce and manufaSures, that, when a mar- 
quis of Cachemire wanted fome linen or a fine 
dbublet, he was obliged to have recodfiT' to a 
Jew or a Banian. At length, about the begin- 
filng of the laft century, there arofe in Cache- 
:iBirfe,a number of men who did not feem to'^'be 
: iiatives of the countryj and who being thoroughly 
verfed in the fciences of the Perfians and Indians, 
carried reafon and genius to the higheft perfec- 
tion. There luckily happened to reign, at the 
fame time, a fultan,rwho encourageS thefe great 
men, and who, by thenffiftance of a good vizier, 
civilized, embeili&ed, and enriched the king- 

« dom.: 
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dom. Thf; Cachemirians received all bis favours 
with an air of pleafantry^ and compofed fongs 
againii the mitan^ the miaifter, and the great 
tacn who enlightened them. 

Alter this the arts languilhed in Cacbemire. 
The fire which thefe heaven-infpired geniufes had 
kiiuiled, was covered with afhes. ■ Nature feemcd 
to be exhauRed. The glory of the arts in Cache- 
mire coniiiled now in hardly any thing elfe than 
the management of the hands and heels. There 
were foms peribns of great agility, who had the 
art of patting one leg over another to the found 
of mufical inftruments with furprizing graceful- 
nefs. There w'ere others who invented every 
week an admirable faahion of adjuftinga ribband# 
And, in imie, there were fome excellent chymifts, • 
whoj with the efience of ham, and other elixirs 
of the like nature, put whole familiesi> in thefpace 
of a few years, into the hands of their phyricians 
anS creditors. By thefe'Sne arts the Cachemi- 
rians attained to the^ionour of furnifhing modeS;, 
dancers, and cooks to almoft a!! Alia. 

Mean while, the people talked much of mak- 
ing the capital more commodious, more elegant, 
more wholefome, and more' beautiful than it was. 
TS^lalked of it much, but they did nothing. 
A philofopher of Indoftan, who w^as remarkable 
for his public fpirh’, and who fpoke his mind 
fi^eely, however i nefFebf ually, about every, thing 
that related to the happinefs of mankind, or 
the improvement of tne arts, happened to pafi 
through the capftal of Cachemire, where he bad 
a long coiwerfation with one of the principal 
boftangis aobutthe nunne* of giving the city all 
that it wanted. Hie boftangi agreed, that it Wa^ 
a fhame for^tbe Cachemirians not to have a grand 

, and 
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and magnificent temple, like that of Pekin or 
Agra; that it was apity they had no large hazards 
that is, market-places, and public magazines 
furrounded. with columns, and ferving, r-t once^ 
-for ufe ..ai>d ornament. He acknowledged that 
the halls fet apart for the public games were un- 
worthy of a city of the fourrn order ; that he hw 
with indignation the molt wretched houfes upon 
the moil beautiful bridges; and that the people 
wilhed in vain for fquares, fountains, fiatues, 
and all the nionutricnts that conilitULe the glory 
rof a nation. 

“Allow me,’’ faid the Indian philofopher, 
to a(k foil a fcort quefiio!"!. Why do you 
not give yourfelves all that you want r” Oh 
faid the boftangi, we have not means fufilcient 
for chat piirpofe : it would coil too dear/" “ It 
would coil you nothing at all,” faid the philo/b- 
pher. We hav^ already had that fine para- 
dox propofed to us,” replied the citizen; “but 
thefe are the fchemes of a*^’ p|adoropher, that is, 
things excellent in theory, but ridiculous in prac- 
tice. Our ears are ftunned with thefe fine fen- 
/ences.” But what anfo^-er,” faid the philo- 
fopher, did you give to tliofe who told you^that 
you wanted only a fixed refolution, andTthat it 
would coft the ftate of Cacbemire nothing to 
, adorn your capital, and to Execute all the great 
.undertakings neceflary for that purpofe.” “ We 
;:gave hirn no anfwer at all,” faid the boftangi, 
we fell a laughing according to our cuftom, 
and never examined the propofai.” “ Well/’ faid 
tfeephilofopher, “ laugh lefs, and thi|^ more ; and 
I will demonftrate to-you the truth of this para- 
dox, which would make you happy, and which now 
alarms you fo much.” The Cachemirian/wbo 
3 . wa? 
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a man of great politenefs, bit his lips for 
feiS-r he ftiould burfl out a laughing in the Indians 
face ; and they had the following converfation to- 
gether. 

The Philo s o PH ER. 

What do you mean by riches? 

The Bostangi. 

A great deal of money- 

The Philosopher- 

You are miftaken. The inhabitants of SoutK 
America had formerly .more money than everyoa 
will have 5 but as they wanted induftry, they had 
, none of thofe conveniencies w^hich money can 
procure ; and were adually in a ftate of po- 

The B@stamgx, 

I underftand you ; you m^ke riches to confiil 
in the pcffeilion of a fertile country-. 

The P H »L o s o P H E R. 

No : the Tartars of the Ukraine inhabit one 
of the linefi: countries in the world, and yet are 
in want of every thing.. Tire wealth of a ftate 
is li^e all the talents that depend on art and na- 
^ ture. Thus riches confxft in the foil and in the 
labour. The richeft and the happieft people 
^ are thofe who cultivate the beft foil with moft 
inSuftry ; and the greateft gift that God hath 
given to mankind is the neceility of labouring. 

The, Bo s T A N G I. 

Agreed ; but in order to accomplifh what we 
want, wiii^'require the labour of ten thoufand 
men' for ten years; and where lhall we find 
wherewithal to pay them i 

M The 
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The Philosopher- 

Have not you paid an hundred thoufand foI« 
:diers during a war of ten years continuance ? 

The B o s T A N G 

True 5 and yet the ftate did not feern to be 
impoveriibcJ,’ 

The Phil o s"o p h e r. 

What ! have you money to fend an hundred 
thoufand men to be killed, and yet want it to 
to make ten thoufand live ? 

The B o s T AN G I. 

The two cafes are widely different ; it co-B? 
much lefs to fend a citizen to death, than to make 
him carve marble 

The Philos o p h k r. 

You are ftill miftaken* Thirty thoufand ca- 
valry alone are more expenfive than ten thou- 
iand artife ; and the truth is,4hat neither the one 
nor the other are expenfive when they are em- 
ployed in the country Whar did it coft the an- 
tient Egyptian?, think ye, to build their pyra- 
mids, and the Chinefe to raife their great wall? 
Onions and rice. \Yas their country 
idled by having maintained laborious men in- 
ftead of fattening fluggards ? ^ 

The Bostangx. 

You reduce me to a nonplus, and yet you do 
not convince me/ Philofophy I’eafons, but cuf* 
tom adJs. 

The P H I L O S O P H E 

Had men always followed this maxim, they 
would ftill be eating acorns, and WQoid not 

know 
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fciK-s?/ is the full mooa. In order to exe* 
cate grand undertakings^ nothing is neccliaiy 
but a head and bands ^ v;ith thefe we pn' ac-*- 
complifli every thing. You have fine flonCj iron^ 
brais.. and timber 9 you want nothing but tbs 
will/ 

The Bos T A M G^i. 

W e have every thing. Nature has been very 
hind to us. But what enoniious expences wiii 
U require to work ib many materialsl 

The Philosopher. 

I do not underfland yoiL • VvTat crrpences do 
you mean ? Yonr ccuoirv producci> wherewith a! 
to feed and cloath all its lahabitant?. You have 
all the matevials under ycur feet. . . You have two 
hundred ihcufand idlers whom you may employ ; 
nothing then remains but to make them labour^ 
and 16 give them for thcii% wages as much as 
may be fu^xieiK to maintain and death them. 

I cannot fee what e:#pence it v/ill be to the king- 
dom of Cachemire ^ for> furdy, you will not pay 
any thing to the Chinde and the Perfians for 
obliging your dtizens to work- 

The B O S T A N G I. 

What you fay is very true j nddner money nor 
provifions will go oat of the kingdorn. 

The Philosopher. 

Why don’t you begin ,to work then this very 
day? 

The Bostakgi. 

It is difficult to put fuch a great machine in 

M2' The 
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The Philosopher* 

How did you fupport a war which coil f@ 
much blood and treafure ? 

The B o s T A N G I. 

W e made the poffeiTors of laiids and money 
contribute in exafl proportion to their fubOancs* 

The Philosoph e r. 

Well ; if they contribiite for the mifery of 
mankind, will they give nothing for theirhanpinefs 
and glory? What| have you never, ftnce you 
were firit formed into- a political body, found out 
the fecret of obliging the rich to make the poor 
work ? Are you (fill ignorant of the iirfl: prin- 
ciples of civil policy ? 

The Bostangi. 

Though wefhould oblige the poflefTors of rlcca 
lln4 and cattle, Lo give me^^tand cloaths lo the 
poor they employ in digging the‘ earth, and carry- 
ing burdens, we fhould not be a whit the nearer 
our point W e mvft make all the artifts labour 
who are empltyed the whole year in other 
bufinefs. ^ ^ ^ 

The Philosopher. 

I have been told that there are about an hur* 
dred and twenty days in the year, on which the 
Cachemirians do not labour* Why do you not 
change the half of thefe idle days into days of 
labour? Why do you not employ, in raifing 
your public edifices, the artiftsj-who, for an hun- 
dred days, are entirely difengaged ? Then would 
thofe, who now know nothing, and have only 



City of Cach E M I RE. 245 

two arms, focn acquire a habit of indultry f you 
\vould foon form a nation ofartifts* 

The- Bostangi, 

Thefe days are devoted o drinkiiig and de- 
bauchery ; and from thence confiderable iums are 
brought into the pubiic treafury. 

The P H I L o s o P H E R. 

Your reafon is admirable ; but no money can 
ccrr.e into the public treafury butby means of cir- 
CLil;.uiO'i ; and will not labour prcdace a quicker 
circulation than debauchery, which is the pa- 
rent of fo many difeafes ? or can it really be 
the iiitereft of a ftate that the people fhould be 
intoxicated for one third of the year ? 

This converfation lafted a long time. The 
boftangf, at laft, acknowleSged that the phllofo- 
pher v/as in the right 1 and he was the iirft 
boftangi that w^sever convinced by a philofo- 
pher. He promifed to perform great things ; but 
men never perform either all they intend, or all 
they are able to perform. 

the rcafoner and the bofiangi were en- 
gaged in thefe fublime fpeculationsj there hap- 
pened to pafs by about twenty handfome two- 
^legged animals With little cloaks thrown over 
long jackets, pointed caps on their heads, and 
hempen girdles about their loins. “ Thefe are 
jolly, weil-m4de fellows,” faid the Indian ; 

bow many of them have you in your coun- 
try H About an hundred thoufand of different 
tinds/^faid the bofiangi,* ‘‘ excellent hands 5’^ faid 
the philofopher, for enibellifliing Cachemire ! 
How fliould I like to fee them handling the 
M 3 fpade^ 
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fpade, the trowel, and the plummet And 
I like wife/' faid the boftangi ; l>ut thefe men . 
are too great faints to work.’* What do they 
do t^en ?” faid the Indian. They fing, they 
drink, and they digeft,” faid the boftangi, 
‘‘ Mow- extremely advantageous mull: that 
be to a ilate 1” faid the Indian. This converfa-* 
tion, though iong^> produced but livik 
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How far we ought to impofe npoa 
the P E o P L ,E. 

IT is a quefiion of great importances however 
little regarded, how far the peop>le, i. e» nine 
tenths of the hiimao kintl; ought to be treated 
like apes. The deceiving party have never ex- 
amined this problem with fufHcient care ; anc, 
for fear of being niiftaken in the calculatioiu 
the)? have heaped upal! the vi nonary notions they 
could in the heads of the party deceived. 

The good people, who ibmetimes read Virgil,^ 
or the Provincial Letters, do not know that there 
are twenty tidies more copies of the Almanac 
of Liege and of the Courier boiteox’’ printed, 
than of all the ancient '^nd modem books toge-' 
iher. No one, furely, has a greater veneration* 
than myfelf for ^he illuftrious authors of thefe’ 
Almanacs andlheir brethren. I know, that ever 
fince the time of the ancient Chaldeans, there 
have been fixed and fiated days for ticking phy- 
fic, paring our nails, giving battle, and cleaving 
“vvood. I know that the belt part of the reve- 
nue of an illuftrious academy confi.fts in the faie 
of thefe kind of- Almanacs, May 1 prefume to. 
aik, with all poffible fubmilBon, and a becoming 
diffidence of my own judgment, what harm it 
would do to the world, were fome powerful aftro- 
loger to aflur^ the peafarits and the good inhabi- 
tants of little villages, that they might fafely 
pare th*eir nails when ihey pleafe^ provided it be 
dor>e with a good intention ? The people, I 
fliall be told, would not buy the Almanacs of 
M 4 this 
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this new aftrologer. On the contrary^ I will 
veriEure to affirm, that there would be found amoog^ 
your great geniufes many who would make a 
merit in following this novelty. . Should it be 
aliedged that thefe geniufes would form fadlions, 
and kindle a civil war, I have nothing farther to 
jay on the fubjecr, but readily give up, for the 
fake of peace, my too dangerous opinion. 

Every body knows the king of Boutan. Ke is 
one of the grested: princes in the univerfe. Me 
tramples undei his ieet the ilirones cf the ear-.h; 
and his ffines (if he has any) are pi ov iced with 
feeptres infeead of buckles. ^ He adores the devil, 
as is well known, and his example is followed by 
all hiS' courtiers. He, one d^y, fent for a famous 
fculptor of my country, and ordered him to make 
a beautiful ftatue of Beelzebub. The fculptor 
fucceeded to admiration. Never was there fuch 
a handfome devil. But, unhappily, our Praxi- 
teles had only given five clutches to his animal, 
whereas the Boutaniers always gave him fix. 
This capital blunder of the artiil was aggravated, 
by the grand mailer of the ceremonies to the devil, 
with all the zeal of a man jufily jealous of his 
IT» after’s rights, and of the facred and immemorial 
cuftom of the kingdom of Boutan. He infifted 
that the fculptor fliould atone for his crime by 
the lofs of his head. The fculptor replied, thar 
his five clutches were exactly equal in weight to 
fix ordinary clutches ; and the king of Boutan, 
who was a prince of great clemency, granted 
him a pardon. From that time the people of 
Boutanjwere undeceived .with regard to tne devil's 
fix clutches. 

The fame day his majefly needed to let blood, 
A furgeon cf Gafcojiy, who had come to his 

court 
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court in a fliiip belonging to our Eaft- India com- 
pany, was appointed 4:0 takefrom him five ounces of 
.his precious blood. The aftrologer of that quarter 
cried out, that theking would be indaoger oflofing 
his life, if he opened a vein while the heavens 
were in their prefent fiate. The Gafcon might 
have told him, that the only queflion was about 
the flate of the king’s health j but he prudently 
waited a few minutes ; and then taking an Al- 
manac in his hand, You was in the right, 
great man !” faid he to the aitrologer of the quar- 
ter, ‘‘ the king would have died, bad he been 
blooded at the iniiant you mention; the hea- 
vens have fince changed their afpefl: ; and now 
is the favourable moment.’’ The aftrologer af- 
fented to the of the furgccn’s obfervation. 
The king v;as cured 5 and by degrees it became 
an eftablin-'od cuftom among the Boutaniers to 
bleed their kings whenever it was necefiary, 

A blufteiing R^fminican at Horne faid to am 
Engliin phih,>!Ophcr, You are a dog; you- fay 
it is the earth that turns rou-c.. never refiefling 
that Jofhua made the (unto -ftilL” W eil I 

; -im r'^erend father,” replic] :h;; r:cher; “ and 
fince that time the fun hath ’beer. :-i in moveable/^ 
The dog and the Domjr..hu;o embraced each, 
ether; and even the I tali v-'-?- ere, at laft, con** 
'vinced that the earth turns rcJiv-d. 

An augur and a fenator- : -.ije time of Gse-* 

^ far, lamented jthe declir. .:.'v ftate of the re- 
public. The times, f .-.- juo, are very bad, 
fiid the fenator ; we have reafon to tremble 
for the liberty of the RoTacd’ Ah faid the 
augur, that is not the greateft evil ; the peo- 
ple now begin to lofe the lefpe^t which they for- 
M ^ imerly 
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merly had for our order : we feem barely to 
be tolerated 5 we ceafe to be neceffary. Some 
generals have the aflurance to give battle with- 
out confulting us ; andj to compieat our misfor- 
tunes 5 thofe who fell us the facred pullets begin 
to reafon ; Well, and why don’t you reafon 
likewise i*” replied the fenator, and fmce the 
dealers in pullets in the timeor Casfar are more 
knowing than they were in the time of Numa^. 
ought not you tnodeni augurs to be better philo- 
lophers than thofe who lived in former ages 



had good reafon to be fo ; Madanij the 
tjueen of ’EPiglarjdj daughter to Henry IV. was 
as wretched as you: flje was banifhed from 
her kingdoms 5 was in the utmofi: danger ot 
loiing her life in a ftorm at fen ; and faw her 
•royal fpoufe expire on a fcaffold/* I am 
forry for her/’ faid the lady 5 and began again 
£0 lament her own misfortunes-. 

But, faid Citofile^ remember the fate oF 
Mary Stuart, She loved,, but with a moft; 
chafte and virtuous affeciion, an excellent mu- 
fician, who played adifurably on the bafs- viol 
Her hufband killed her muCcian before her face 5 
, and, in the fcifbei, her good- friend and rela- 
tion, queen Elizabeth, who called herfelf a vir- 
gin, caufed her head to be cut ofF on a fca.fFolG ' 
covered with black, after, having confined her 
^ .^prifon for tbs fpace of eighteen years,” 
That, was very cruel/’ replied the lady, and 
prefently relapfed into her former melancholy.. 
Perhaps, Taid the comforter, you have 
heard of the beautiful Joan of Naples, who wns ■ 
taken priibner and ftrangled.” I have a 
confufed rernembrance of her ilory,” faid -the - 
aiiliiSted lady, 

I^nuft relate to you, added'rhe other, the- 
adventure of a foverei'gn princefs, ..who, within 
my memory, was dethroned after fupper, and 
who died in a defert ifland.” I know her 
whole hiftory/’ replied the lady, 

' M.6, . W-ellv 
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Well then, I will tell you what happened 
to another great princefs whom I inftrudied in 
philofophy. She had a lover, as all great and 
beautiful princefles have: her father entered 
the chamber, and furprifcd the lover, whofe 
countenance was all on fire, and his eyes fpark- 
ling like a carbuncle. The lady too bad a 
very florid complexion. The father was fa 
highly di/pleafed with the young- man’s coun- 
tenance, that he gave him one the mo ft ter- 

jible blows that had ever been given in his pro- 
vince. The lover took a pair of tongs and 
broke the head of the father-in-law, who was 
cured with great dilEculty, and ftill bears the 
mark of the wound. The lady in a fright leaped 
out of the window a.nd diflocated her foot, hi 
confequence of whicb Ihe ftill halts, though 
poflefied in other refpeers of a very handfome 
perfon. The lover w^^s condemned to death 
for having broken the head of a great prince 
you can eafily judge in what a depiorabie con- 
dition the princefs niuft have been when her 
lover was led to the gallows. I have feen her 
long ago when flic was in prifon : fhe 
talked to me of her own misfortunes/’ 

' And why will you not fJlow me to think 
of miner” faid the lady. Bccaufe, fti id the | 
philofopher, you ought not to ihink of them 5 
and fince fo many great ladies have been fo 
unfortunate, it ill becomes yoa to delpair. 
Thinkpn Hecuba j. think cnNlobe.’’ Ah ! 
faid the lady, had I live/d in their time, or in 
that of fo many beautliui prineexies, and had 
you endeavoured, to confole them by a relation 
of my misfortunes, would they have liftened 
to you, do you imagine i 
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Next day the ‘ pbilofophcr loft his o:uy To::, 
and was like to have died with grier. The 
lady caiifed a catalogue to be drav/ii up of aJI 
the" kings who had loft their chlldreiij and car- 
ried it to the philofopher. He read it; found 
it very exa<ft ; and wept ncverthelcfs. Three 
months after they renewed their viftis, and 
were fitrpriied to find each other" in fitch a gay 
and /brightly hiuno'ur. They cauftd to be 
erecfied a beautiful ftatue to Time, with this 
infcription. To him who comfoPvTs, 




On the Paradox, Th^at the Sciences 
have corrupted the Morals of Men. 

4c r|~sHrink Heaven, faid l^imon to me yefter- 
■ day, I have burnt all nry books/^ 
. Vfhat, all without exception !’’ I have 
no objection to your burning the Journal da 
^ ^ ^’"^rtfvoiik, and the modern romances and new 
pieces: but what harm have Cicero and Vir- 
gil, Racine, Fontame, Aricfto, Addiibn, and 
IVpe, done to you 1 have burnt them all, 
faid he, they are the corrupters of mankind. 
Even thvO mafters of geometry and aririunetic 
monfters. The fcleiiccs arc die rnoft terri- 
; ble icourge that ever came upon the earth ; 
had it not Ireen for then* wc fhciild ftill hava 
enjoyed the golden age* I renounce for ever 
your men of letters, and all thofe countries 
J where the fciences arc known. It is a faock- 
ing thing to live in cities where the people 
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carr}' in their pockets the meafure of time ia 
goid, where they fend to China for little cater- 
pillars to cloath themfelves with their down, 
and where we hear an hundred raufical inftru- 
ments playing concerts, which ravifli the ear, 
and lull the foul into a fweet repofe. All this 
is fhocking. It is evident that the Iroquois are 
the only virtuous people in the v.?orld and 
even they mull be far from Quebec, into which, 

I fufpedi, the damnable fciences of Europe are 
already introduced.” 

V/hen Timon's choler had time to evaporate, 

I begged him to tell me, in cold blood, what had 
infpfred him with fuch aftrong averfion to learn- 
ing. He frankly acknowledged that his indigna- 
tion was originally owing to the conduct of cer- 
tain perfons, who^make themfelves the Haves 
of the bookfellers," and who, from that petty 
ftate to which they are reduced by their inca- 
pacity to follow any honeilrprofelHon, infult, 
in their monthly publications, the molt refpedl- 
able perfonages in Europe, in order to earn 
their vrao-es. “ You have reafon to be of- 
fended, faid I to him ; but would yqUr.kiH^?'!. 
the horfes in a town becaufe fome of them are 
vicious and refty ?” ^ 

I plainly faw that this man had begun by 
hating the- abufe of the arts, and had come ly 
degrees to hate, the arts themfelves. “ You 
will allow, faid he, that indultry gives men, 
new wants : thefe wants inflame the pallions ; 
and the paflions prompt us to the -commiffion 
of all manner of crimes. The abbe Sugcr go- 
verned the ftate with great prudence in the 
times of ignorance : but the cardinal de Riche- 
l^u, who WP both a poet and a divine, caufed 
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snore heads to be cut ofF than he wrote bad 
dramatic performances. Hardly had he efta- 
blifiied the French academy, when the Cinq« 
mars, the de Thoua, and theMarillacs werefent 
to the gallows. If Henry VlII. had never irudied,. 
Jie would not have fent two of his wives to the 
fcaffold. Charles IX. would never have or- 
dered the maflacre of St. Bartholomew'',., had: 
not his perceptor Amiot taught him to. compofe 
verfes. Nor would the Catholics in Ireland, 
have .butchered between three and four thou- 
iiuid Proteftant families, had they not been tho- 
roughly verfed in the fummary of St. Thomas.’^' 

*=« You imagine then, hid I, that Attils^. 
Genferic, Odoacre, and the like monilers of 
cruelty, muft have ftudied long in the univer- 
fines. Moft undoubtedly, faid he, and I 
am perfuaded that they muft have wrote a o^reat 
deal, both in verfe and profe, otherwife they 
would never har^de.ftroyed a part of the hu- 
man kind. They mull have carefully perufed 
the cafuiftical v/riters, and the Jax moraiitv of 
the Jefuits. to calm thofe fcruples of coiifcience 
ravage nature alone irJpires. It is onlv 
by the force of genius and culture that people 
Become wicked, ^Long live the dunces, fince 
jhey are honeft inen.*" This opinion he con- 
firmed by a variety of arguments fufc’ent to 
have gained the prize in an academy. I aj» 
lowed him to on with his harangue. We 
jet out together for the country, .where we were 
to fup ; ftn'd as we proceeded on our journev, 
he curfed the barbarity of the arts, and I read 
Hotace. 

At the corner of a wood we were attacked 
by robbers, and cruelly iiript of every thiiig, I 
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afeed thefe gentlemen in what iinlverfity they 
bad ftudied; and they owned they had never 
learned to read. 

After having been thus robbed by thefe unlet- 
tered boors, we arrived, almoft flark* naked, 
at the houfe wdiere we were to fop : it be- 
longed to one of the moft learned men in Eu- 
rope. Timon, according to his principles, ex- 
pected to have his throat cut. He did not, 
however, meet with fuch bad treatment : the 
mafter gave us clothes and money, and enter- 
tained us with great hofpitality j and after fop- 
per Timon called for pen and .ink, to write 
againft thofe who cultivate their genius. 
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On TITLES of HONOUR, 

I N reacilrig; Horace. I hsve obfervecl this verfe 
in an cpilHe to Mtsceiin^' : Te iukk amice re~ 
vlpmii 1 IV ill fee you again, my dear friend/' 

I'his M:^iccnas was the feccnd perfon in the 
Idoinan empire ; thar is, he wao a more conil- 
derable and a more powerful man than the 
greateit monarch now in Europe. 

In rijading Corneille I have remarked, that 
in a letter to the great Scuderi, governor of 
Notre Dame de la Garde, he thus expreiTc'S 
himieir, when fpeaking of the cardinal cle Rich- 
lieu j The cardinal, your mafter and mine/® 
This, perhaps, is the £ril time tliat fuch a cem- 
pliment w'as paid to a minifter, ever fince there 
were rniniflers, kings, and flatterers in fhe 
world. The faiiji^^eter Corneille, the author 
of Cinna, humbly dedicates that play to the 
fieiir de Montauron, treaiurcr of Spain, whom 
he makes no fcruple to compare to Augufeus^ 
I am fony he did not call Montaiiron 

lit is faid that an old oScer, who was but 
liSle acquainted w’^ith the forms of vanity, 
^ving wrote to the marquis de Louvois, 

and received no anfvver, wrote to him 
Alc7ifeigneti?% and ftill obtained none, becaufe 
*the miniftcr had ftill xht Monflcur at heart. At 
Irift he wrote to him, I’o my God, to my 
God Louvdis 5 ®’ and begsn his letter with this 
addrefs, My God, my Creator,” Does not 
all this prove, that the Romans w^e re great and 
modeft, and that tve are little and vain ? 

flaw 
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How do you doj my dear friend?’^ iliid a 
duke to a gendeman: At 3"our fervice, my 

dear friend/’ replied the other ; and from that 
time his dear friend became his implacable ene- 
my. A grandee of Portugal convcrfing with a 
grandee of Spain, always called him Your 
Excellency.” The Cafelian replied, Your 
Civility, p^zis/^ra Afened a complimental title 
given to thofs who have no real one. The 
Portiiguefe, piqued at this affront, called the 
Spaniard, in his turn, Your Civility /’ and 
then the other gave him the tide of j- our Ex- 
cellency.” At I all: the Portuguefe, whofc pa- 
tience was quite exhaufted, fald to the other,. 
,c< Why do you always give me the tide of Ci- 
vility, when I give you that of Excellency?' 
And why do you call me your Excellenc;/;,. 
when I give you Che appellation of your Civi- 
lity ? Becaufe/’ replied theCaftilian, with ■ 
great humility, all titl^are equal to me,, 
provided there be no equality between you a.nd 
rne-i ■ 

The vanity 6 f tides was not introduced into 
the northern climates of PYirope till the Ro- 
mans became acquainted with the Afianc 
mity» Ail the.kings of Alia v/ere, and ftill rre, 
■coufin-germans to the fur: and moon. Th dr 
'fubjedis dare not lay claim to this alliance ; nd 
the governor of a province, who Riles him^^ 
the Nutmeg of Confolation, and the Rofe of 
Pleafure,” would be impaled, "fhouid he pretend^ 
to be related, in the moft diftant degree, to the 
fun or moon. Conftantine, I think, was the 
firft Roman emperor that burthened the chrif- 
$im humility with a firing of pompous titles.. 
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It is tniCj the title of God was given to the 
emperors before his time; but the word God 
had no fuch meaniiig then as we now afHx to ito 
Dhus JiJgtijhis^ DhtaTrajanus^ meant no more 
than Saint Auguflus, Saint Trajan. They 
thought the dignity of the Roman empire re- 
quired, that the foul of its chief jfhould go to 
heaven after death ; and they frequently granted 
the title of Eamt^ qt Dmus^ to the emperors, as 
an eanieft of his future inheritance. It was 
nearly for the fame reafon, that the firil patri- 
archs of thechriflian church were called Your 
Holincfs f ^ an appellation given them, to put 
them in mind of what they ought to be. 

Some people will give themfelves very humble 
titles, provided they arc fure of receiving very 
honourable ones in return. An abbot, who 
Cciils himfelf friar, caufes his monks to addrefs 
him by the title of My Lord. The pope ftiles 
himfelf the Ser^nt of the Servants of God.^^' 
A good priefr of Holflein, one day, WTOte to 
pope Pius IV, To Pius iV. the Servant of 
the Servants of God : ” but going afterwards to 
to proftcLite his fuit, the inquifition 
^rew him into prifon to teacii him how to 

J ite.' 

Formerly none ‘but the emperor had. the 
e of Majefty ; the other kings were called 
your Highnefs, your Serenity, your Grace. 
Lewis XL was the firft king of France that was 
diftinguifced by the appellation of Majeil v ; a 
title, in reality, as fuitable'to the di^iniy of a 
great hereditary kingdom as to an eleduve prin- 
cipality : but the title of Highnefs v/as given 
to the king of France long after his time, and 
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v/e have flill foiTie letters, written to Henry IIL f 

in which he is nddreilcd by this defignation. ^ 

The itates (.•r Oilcans woiild not allow queen 
Calhevine of Meciicis to be called Majefi-y, By 
degrees, however, this lafl: denomination pre- 
vailed. The name is indilierent j the power ' 
only is not fb. The Get man Chancery, al- \ , 
ways invariable In its noble cuiloms, ftill pre- \ 
tend lb at all kings ought to be diflinguilhcd by 
no other title than that of Sereiiity. In the 
famous trexy of Weftphalia, in v^'hich France 
’ and Sweden^gave laws to the holy Roman em- 
pire, the [denipotentiaries of the emperor never 
prefenied any Latin memorials in which his 
facred imperial Majefty^' did not treat with the 
moft ferene kings of France and Sweden 5 ” 
but the French an^ Swedes, on their part, did 
not fail to allert, tfsat their facred Majefties of 
France and Sweden^’ had many caufes of com- 
plaint againfl the moft jffene emperor/’ At 
Jaft all parties v/ere made equal in the treaty. 

,From that time the great fovereigns have been 
reckoned equal in the opinion of the people ; 
and he that beats his neighbour is always 
to have the pre_-eir:inei*ice. 

Philip 11. was the firft Majefty in Spain ; ''*pr 
the Serenity of Charles V/’ was exalted it 'co 
Majefty only in virtue of his being 
The children of Philip IL were the firft High- 
neffes, and they afterwards became Royal Highv 
neiies. The duke of Oi leans, brother to 
Lewis XIIL did not take the tit<^e of Royal 
Highnefs till 1631, ai.d then the prince of 
Conde Cook the title of moft Serene Highness, 
which the dukes of Vendome durft not airume. 

I'he 
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The duke of Savoy had then the title of Roval 
Hia'hnefs, a-nd afterwards obtained that of Ma- 
The grand duke of Floience did as 
nuidij and rdmofl; arrived at Majeflry : and, in 
fine, the czar, who was only known in Eu- 
rope by the name of grand duke, declared him- 
leif emperor, and has been acknowledged as 
fuclu , , 

There were formerly but two marquifles in 
Germany, two in France, and two in Italj', 
The marquis of Brandenburg has become a 
king, and a great king; but French and Italian 
, marqiiiffts are fomswhat of a different nature. 
Let an Italian, citizen have the honour of giv- 
ing a dinner to the legate of his province, and 
let the legate in drinking to him fay, My 
lord marquis, your health;’* he and his fons 
are dubbed marquiffes for ever. If a provincial 
in PVance, who has no other eftate in his vil- 
lage than the fourth part of a final! ruinous 
Icrdfiiip, arrive a^paris, raife a final! fortune, 
or have the app^'oraace of having raifed one, 
he intitles himfelf in his deeds, High and 
mighty lord, marquis, or count ;” and his fon 
will be made by his notary, Moft high and 
nwghty lord and as this ridiculous am- 
bition does no harm either to the government 
S to civil fociety, ,it Is allowed to pafs unno- 
Aed. Some P'rench lords boaft of having Ger- 
gman barons in their ftables : fome German lords 
fay that they have F'rencb marquiffes in their 
kitchens; and it«is not long lince a foreigner at 
Naples made his coachman a duke. In mat- 
ters of thffi nature, ciiftqm is more powerful 
than the royal authority. If you are but little 

known 
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known at Paris, you may be a count or a 
quis as long as you pleafe ; but if you are a man 
. of the long robe, or a collector of the revenues, 
and if the king give you a real rnarquifate, you 
Ijvill not on that account be efteemed a marquis. 
The famous Sjirnuei Barnard was more truly a 
count than RVe hundred of thofe counts whom 
we daily fee, and who do not poHefs four 
arpens of land. The king eredled his eftate 
of Coubert into a' good earldom ; and yet, if 
in a vifit he had made himfelf known as count 
Barnard, the company would have burft out a 
laughing. The cafe is widely diiiefent in 
England. If the king gives a merchant the 
title of earl or baron, he prefently receives from 
the whole nation the name which belongs to 
him. People of the firfi quality, and even the 
king himfelf, call him, my lord. It is the fame 
in Italy. They have there a regifier of lords* 
The pope himfelf gives them this title. His 
phyfician is a lord i and nOrjJjcdy finds fault 
with his dignity. 

In France the Monfeigneur is a terrible af* 
fair. A bifhop, before the cardinal de Richc-» 
lieu’s time, was only My moft reverend hither 
in God;^’ but when Richelieu was fecreury ^ 
ftate, and ftill biiOiop of Lu^on, his brethren^^ 
the bifliops, in order to prevent their being ob- 
liged to give him this exclufive title of Mon 
Jeignmr^ the fecretaries of ftatc begair 

to aflume, agreed to give it to themfelves. This 
fiep met with no oppofition from the public, 
..But as it was a new title which the king had 
not granted to Bifeopis, they were itili called 
in the edifts, declarations, decrees, and in every 
thing that proceeded from the court only 
% , Seiurs^ 
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&krs ; and the gentlemen of the councils m 
writing to a bifliop, only called him Moyifieur. 
The dukes and peers met with more difficulty 
in putting themlelves in pofleffion of Monfeig^ 
fieur. The grand nobilitys and what is called 
the grand robe, flatly refufed them this diziinc* 
lion. The higheft triumph of human pride , isf 
to receive titles of honour from thoie who 
think themfc’Ives our equals 5 but it is difficult 
;o arrive at this pointy becaufe we every 
where find that pride combats pride. When 
the dukes demanded the poor gentlemen to ffiile 
them Idoufeig?uur^ the prefidents demanded the 
fame from the advocates and procurators. We 
have known a prefident refufe to be ie.t blood 
becaufe the furgeon faid to bims Sir^ in 
which arm would you have me to bleed you 
There was an old coimfellor of the grand 
chamber who behaved v/itK left ceremony. A 
pleader faid to him, My lord, the gentle- 
man, your fecretar,y — The counfelior flop- 
ped him fl-iort, aitcl (aid, You have commit- 
ted three blunders in three words; I arn not a 
lord ; my fecretary is not a gentleman ; he is 
my clerk/’ 

«?rder to terminate this grand difpute of 

i ^nity, all the men of the nation muft one 
ay become Monfeigneurs.^ as all the women, 
/ho were formerly MadcmotfcUe^ are novv be- 
ome Adadame. When one Spaniih beg- 
gar meets another, he fays to him, Seigneur, 
has your couit<sfy drank chocclate r” 7'his po- 
lite manner of exprefllon elevates the foul, and 
preierves ?he dignity of *i^e fpeciCsS. 

Caslar and Pornpey caU^d Ciefar and 
Pompey in the fenate. But thefe men did not 

know 
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inow how to live. They concluded their let- 
jters with fareweL 

We wercs about fixty years ago^ AfFe-£li- 
onate fervants we are now become^ “ Moft 
humble and mofl: obedient;’^ and, We have 
actually ||ie honour to be fo.” . I pity oiir pof- 
terity, wh§ will find it difficult to make an}^" 
addition to thefe pretty forms. The duke de 
Epernon, who exceeded all the Gafcons in pride 
and haughtinefs, but j3ot in political abilities, 
wrote to the cardinal de Richcditu a little be- 
fore his death, and concluded his letter with, 
moil humble and moft obedient y*" but 
recdl!e'£i:ing that the. cardinal had otily given 
him, Your rnoft affedllonate,’’ he di (patched 
a meflenger to bring back the letter, which was 
already fen t off, having happily recovered 
it, he wrote^ Your moft affedHonate,*’ rand 
thus died in the bcd'‘of honour. 
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